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JEO-EKONOMIK GUC YAKLASIMI CERCEVESINDE
ALMANYA’NIN CiN iLE iLISKiLERIi: ALMAN DIS
POLITIKASININ STRATEJIK MUAMMASI?

GERMANY'’S RELATIONS WITH CHINA WITHIN THE
FRAMEWORK OF THE GEO-ECONOMIC POWER
APPROACH: A STRATEGIC DILEMMA FOR GERMAN
FOREIGN POLICY?

Dervis Fikret UNAL"

0z

ikinci Diinya Savasi sonrasinda uyguladigi programla
ekonomik mucize (Wirtschaftswunder) gerceklestirerek savasin
dramatik sonug¢larimi hizli bir sekilde atlatan ve istikrarli
biiyiime sergileyen Almanya Federal Cumhuriyeti giiniimiizde
Avrupa’nin birinci, diinyanin iiciincii en biiyitkk ekonomisi
konumuna erismistir. Uretim tedarik zincirlerinin istikrar1 ve
kiiresel pazarlara erisimin siirdiiriilebilirligi, ihracata dayal
Alman ekonomisi bakimindan onem teskil etmektedir. Bu
noktada, Almanya’nin en biiyiik ticari ortagi olan Cin ile
ekonomik ve ticari iliskileri 6ne ¢ikmaktadir. Ancak, kiiresel
giic dengelerinin Rusya-Ukrayna savasindan ve ABD-Cin
rekabetinden giderek daha fazla etkilendigi bir donemde,
Avrupa merkezli bir jeo-ekonomik gii¢ olan Almanya’nin Cin

ile iliskilerinin gelecegi sorgulanmaktadir. = Gerhard
Schroder’in  $Sansdlyeliginde 1998 yilinda kurulan SPD-
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yansitmaktadir.
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Yesiller Partisi koalisyonundan giiniimiize kadar gecen
déoneme yogunlasilan bu makalede, Berlin’in Pekin ile
iliskilerine odaklanilarak ekonomik ¢ikarlar ve karsilikls
bagimlilik ile Alman Kkarar alicilar tarafindan siklikla
vurgulanan degerler temelli dis politika arasinda kurmaya
calistig1 dengenin ne olgiide basarili olabildigi anlasilmaya
calisiimaktadir. Almanya’nin Cin ile iliskilerinin Alman dis
politikasinda bir nevi stratejik muamma olusturup
olusturmadig1 irdelenmektedir. Makalede, Rusya-Ukrayna
savasindan edinilen derslerin ve ABD baskisinin golgesinde
Almanya’nin mevcut kiiresel giic dagiliminda jeo-ekonomik
giiciinii korumaya calistig1 sonucuna varilmaktadir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Almanya, Jeo-ekonomik Gii¢, Cin, ABD,
Ulusal Giivenlik Stratejisi, Cin Stratejisi.

ABSTRACT

In the aftermath of World War II, the Federal Republic of
Germany experienced a period of remarkable economic
prosperity, often referred to as the Wirtschaftswunder, owing
to the implementation of a series of strategic policies that
enabled the nation to swiftly overcome the devastation of the
war and achieve sustained economic growth. Recently, it has
emerged as the largest economy in Europe and the third-
largest economy globally. The stability of production supply
chains and the sustainability of access to global markets are of
paramount importance for the export-based German
economy. In this regard, economic and trade relations with
China, Germany’s largest trading partner, are prominent.
However, amid the Russia-Ukraine war and intensifying
competition between the US and China, the future of China’s
relationship with Germany, a Europe-centered geopolitical
power, is being called into question. This article focuses on
the period from the establishment of the SPD-Green Party
coalition in 1998 during Gerhard Schroder’s chancellorship to
the present day. It examines the extent to which Berlin has
balanced its economic interests and mutual dependencies with
Beijing with the values-based foreign policy frequently
emphasized by German decision-makers. The article
questions whether Germany’s relations with China present a
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strategic challenge to German foreign policy. Ultimately, the
article concludes that, in the shadow of the lessons learned
from the Russia-Ukraine war and US pressure, Germany is
attempting to preserve its geo-economic power within the
current global power distribution.

Keywords: Germany, Geo-economic Power, China, US,
National Security Strategy, China Strategy.

GIRIS VE TARIHSEL ARKA PLAN

Nazi Almanyas’'nin ikinci Diinya Savasi'mi 1945 yilinda kaybetmesiyle
birlikte ABD, ingiltere ve Fransa tarafindan isgal edilen Bati Almanya ile
Sovyetler Birligi tarafindan isgal edilen Dogu Almanya topraklarinda 1949
yilinda Almanya Federal Cumhuriyeti (AFC) ve Demokratik Alman
Cumbhuriyeti’'nin (DAC) kurulmas: sonucunda Alman devleti ikiye boliinmiistiir.
Almanya’nin bolindigi siyasi sinirlar ayn1 zamanda Soguk Savag’in kapitalist
ve sosyalist kutuplarmin Orta Avrupa’da ayristigr sinirlart teskil etmistir.
Dolayisiyla, Soguk Savas dinamikleri iki Almanya’nin karsi kutupta yer alan
ilkelerle iligkilerini de derinden etkilemistir.

Kapitalist blokta yer alan AFC, 1955-1967 yillar1 arasinda dis politikada,
Federal Disisleri Bakanligi'nin ilk Devlet Sekreteri Walter Hallstein’in adiyla
anilan ve Hallstein Doktrini olarak bilinen tek Almanya politikasina bagl
kalmistir. Anilan doktrine goére DAC’nin ayr1 bir devlet olarak resmen
taninmasindan imtina edilmis; SSCB hari¢, DAC ile diplomatik iliski kuran
devletlerle diplomatik iligkilerin kesilmesi anlayist benimsenmistir. Buna gore
AFC, Almanya’nin tek mesru halefi olarak kabul edilmis ve iki Almanya’nin
sadece AFC’nin liderliginde yeniden birlesebilecegi vurgulanmistir. SSCB’nin
uygulamadan istisna tutulmasi, Alman topraklarinin bir bolimiini isgal
etmesiyle gerekgelendirilmistir (Wilczynski, 1981: 226).

Hallstein Doktrini ¢ergevesinde Cin Halk Cumhuriyeti'nin, kisaca Cin’in,
1950 yilinda DAC ile diplomatik iliskiler kurmasi nedeniyle, AFC baslangicta
Cin’1t tanimamistir. Bu durum, Willy Brandt (A/manya Sosyal Demokrat Partisi-
SPD) hiikkimetinin 1969 yilinda iktidara gelmesine ve Hallstein Doktrini yerine
bu defa DAC ve diger sosyalist iilkelerle iliskilerin normallestirilmesine dayanan
yeni dogu politikasinin (Ostpolitik) hayata gecirilmesine kadar devam etmisgtir.
Doénemin ABD Baskani Richard Nixon ve Disisleri Bakant Henry Kissinger'in
1972 yilinda Pekin’i ziyaretiyle ABD-Cin iligkilerinin yakinlagsmaya baslamasi

159


https://doi.org/10.53376/ap.2026.06

Dervis Fikret UNAL

bu siirecte onemli rol oynamistir. Nitekim ziyaret sonrasinda Bonn ve Pekin
arasinda resmi temaslarin 6nii agilmig; aymi yil Federal Disisleri Bakant Walter
Scheel (Hiir Demokrat Parti-FDP) ve Cin Disisleri Bakani Ji Pengfei bir ortak
bildiri imzalamis ve nihayetinde iki tilke arasinda diplomatik iligkiler kurularak,
kisa stire igcinde Biytkelgi degisimine karar verilmistir (Bilbtl, 2024: 802).
Diplomatik iligkilerin tesisiyle birlikte yillik toplantilar ve hiikiimetlerarasi
danisma mekanizmasi gibi farkli formatlar araciligryla ikili iliskiler
derinlestirilmeye ¢alisiimistir (Abdibaitova Pala, 2024: 770).

Ote yandan Deng Xiaoping’in 1978 yilindan itibaren uygulamaya koydugu
reform ve disa ag¢ilma politikast' sonrasinda iki tlke arasindaki ekonomik ve
ticari iligkiler hizla ivme kazanmistir. Deng’in Cin’i disa a¢tigi andan itibaren
Alman sirketleri bu iilkeye bir nevi akin etmistir (Kampfner, 2020: 160). Ayrica
1985 yilinda, 6nce 1ki tlke arasinda cifte vergilendirilmenin énlenmesine iliskin
anlasmanin, sonra da -o zamanki adiyla- Avrupa Ekonomik Toplulugu ve Cin
arasinda ticaret ve ekonomik is birligi anlasmasinin imzalanmas: ekonomik ve
ticari faaliyetlerin daha da yogunlagsmasina imkan tanimistir.

Bununla birlikte, iki tilke iligskilerinin sorunsuz ilerledigini sdylemek gli¢tiir.
Cin yonetimine karsi 1987-1989 yillar1 arasinda yasanan Tibet isyanlar1 ve 1989
yilindaki Tiananmen Meydani protestolart nedeniyle 6ne ¢ikan insan haklari
meselelert AFC-Cin iligkilerinde ilk kez giindeme gelerek anlagsmazlik konusu
olmustur (Bilbil, 2024: 804-805). Alman kamuoyunun da baskistyla Cin’i
kimayan ilk Batili ilkeler arasinda bulunan AFC’nin Disisler1 Bakani Hans-
Dietrich Genscher (FDP), Cin’t insan haklarina saygi duymaya ve bariscil
protestolar1 bastirmaktan vazge¢meye c¢agirmistir. AFC tarafindan iki tlke
arasindaki siyasi ve ekonomik is birligi gegici olarak askiya alinmis, yiiksek
dizeyli resmi ziyaretler iptal edilmis, Cin’e yonelik kalkinma yardimlar
dondurulmus, ancak Cin’e ticari ambargo uygulanmamustir.

Helmut Kohl (Hristiyan Demokrat Birlik-CDU) hiikiimeti, iki Almanya’nin
yeniden birlesme siirecinde BM Giivenlik Konseyi'nin Daimi Uyesi Cin’in
destegini alma umuduyla Pekin’in “Tek Cin” politikasini desteklemis; bu
kapsamda, Tibet’in Cin’in bir pargast oldugunu agik¢a belirtmis ve Tayvan ile
diplomatik 1iliski kurmamistir. Cin hiikimeti ise birlesme siirecine destek
vermistir. iligkilerin yeniden rayina girmesiyle birlikte Sansolye Kohl, Pekin’i

! Cin Devlet Baskani Xi Jinping baskanliginda 2013 yilinda diizenlenen Cin Komiinist Partisi
(CKP) genel kurul toplantisinda, mevcut reform ve disa agilma politikasinin derinlemesine
uygulanmasi karart alinmistir (CGTN Tiirkge, 2024).
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1993 yilinda ziyaret etmis ve bdylece Tiananmen protestolar: sonrasinda Cin’e
giden ilk Batil1 politikaci olmustur (Abdibaitova Pala, 2024: 773; Biilbiil, 2024:
806).

Federal Meclis 1993 yilinda yeni Asya politikasi olarak adlandirilan
“Federal Hiikkiimet’'in Asya Konsepti” (Asien-Konzept der Bundesregierung) baslikli
belgeyi onaylamis ve Cin’e yOnelik yaptirimlari sona erdirmistir. Asya-Pasifik
bolgesine yoOnelik ulusal politika belirleyen ilk AB iyesi olan Almanya, Cin’i
Asya politikasinin merkezine konumlandirmistir. Bu atmosferde 1995 yilinda
Berlin’i ziyaret eden Jiang Zemin, Cin’den Almanya’y1 ziyaret eden ilk Devlet
Baskani olmustur (Keyvan, 2019: 266).

Bu tarihsel arka planda, Kissinger, Almanya’nin ortaya c¢ikisinin 20.
yiuzyillda Avrupa’daki mevcut sisteme bir meydan okuma tegkil ettigini, bunun
Avrupa’nin hi¢bir zaman tam olarak toparlanamadigr iki yikict savast
tetikledigini ve Cin’in ortaya ¢ikisinin da 21. yiizyillda benzer bir yapisal sorunu
olusturdugunu ileri stirmistir (Kissinger, 2015: 367). S6z konusu iddianin
gblgesinde, bu makalede Oncelikle jeo-ekonomik giic kavrami incelenmekte ve
Almanya’'nin Cin ile ikili iliskilerinin Alman dis politikasinda “stratejik
muamma” olusturup olusturmadigi sorgulanmaktadir. Bu baglamda makalede,
Berlin’in ekonomik ¢ikarlar ve karsiliklt bagimlilik ile degerler temelli dis politika
sOylemi arasinda nasil bir denge kurdugu ve bu dengenin Rusya-Ukrayna savasi
ve ABD-Cin rekabeti sonrasinda mnasil donistigli analiz edilmeye
calisilmaktadir. Son iki yilizyilin Onde gelen uluslararasi aktorleri arasinda
bulunan Almanya ve Cin arasindaki iliskilerin kavramsal c¢ercevede
irdelenmesinin diinya siyasetinde yasanan gelismelerin daha iyi anlagilmasina
katki saglamasi timit edilmektedir.

1. ARASTIRMA YONTEMIi

Bu c¢alisma, Almanya’nin Cin ile iligkilerini jeo-ekonomik gii¢ yaklasimi
cercevesinde inceleyen nitel, agiklayici ve yorumlayici bir arastirma olarak
tasarlanmustir. Arastirma sorusu, devletlerin dis politika tercihlerini nicel
gostergelerden ziyade, stratejik belgeler, resmi sOylemler ve politika pratikleri
tizerinden anlamay1 gerekli kildigindan, nitel yontemin tercih edilmesi yontemsel
bakimdan zorunlu gorilmistir. Calisma, Almanya’nin Cin politikasindaki
sureklilikleri, kirllmalar1 ve sOylemsel donisimleri ortaya koymay1
amaclamaktadir.

Arastirmada temel yontem olarak nitel dokiiman analizi kullanilmuistir.
Devletlerin dis politika yonelimlerini kurumsal ve sdylemsel diizeyde incelemeye
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imkan tanidig1 degerlendirilen dokiiman analizinin, jeo-ekonomik gii¢ gibi
kavramsal olarak soyut, ancak politika belgelerinde somutlasan yaklagimlarin
analizinde uygun bir yontem sundugu degerlendirilmektedir. Bu yOntemin,
calismanin kuramsal ¢cercevesiyle (6zellikle Edward Luttwak, Hans Kundnani ve
Richard Rosecrance tarafindan ortaya konulan argiimanlarla) epistemolojik
uyum i¢inde oldugu diisinilmektedir.

Almanya’nin Cin politikasindaki donlisimii zamansal bir butiinliik iginde
ele alabilmeyi teminen, Kkarsilastirmali donemsel analiz yaklasimi: da
benimsenmistir. Bu ¢ercevede, Sansolyelik gorevi iistlenen Gerhard Schroder,
Angela Merkel, Olaf Scholz ve Friedrich Merz donemleri ayr1 analitik boliimler
olarak incelenmis; her donem, jeo-ekonomik araglarin kullanimi, normatif
sOylemin agirligt ve karsiikli  bagimlilik algisi  agisindan  birbirleriyle
karsilastirilmigtir. Boylece politika degisimi kisisel liderlik tercihlerine
indirgenmeden, yapisal ve stratejik baglam igcinde degerlendirilmeye ¢alisiimistir.

Veri Tiirleri ve Kaynaklarin Niteligi

Calismada hem birincil hem de ikincil nitel veri kaynaklar: kullanilmistir.
Birincil veriler, Almanya Federal Hikiimeti tarafindan yayimlanan Ulusal
Gtvenlik Stratejisi (2023), Cin Stratejisi (2023), Hint-Pasifik Kilavuzu (2020)
gibi resmi politika belgeleri ile Federal Bakanlik agiklamalarindan olusmaktadir.
Bu belgeler, devletin Cin’e yOnelik resmi tutumunu, tehdit algillarini ve stratejik
onceliklerini dogrudan yansittig1 icin analizin merkezine alinmistir. ikincil veri
kaynaklar1 ise hakemli akademik dergilerde yayimlanan makaleler, saygin
yayinevlerine ait monografiler, politika raporlar1 ve giivenilir uluslararast medya
kuruluslarinin analizlerinden olusmaktadir.

Dokiiman Se¢im Olgiitleri

Analize dahil edilen dokiimanlarin se¢iminde, ilk olarak zaman araligina
odaklanilarak 1998-2025 yillar1 arast esas alinmistir. Bu tarihsel Kesit,
Almanya’da Cin politikasinin sistematik bi¢imde ekonomik araglar {izerinden
sekillenmeye basladigi donemi kapsamakta ve gilincel stratejik doniisiimleri
icermektedir. ikinci olarak, dokiimanlarin tematik uygunlugu temel ol¢iit olarak
belirlenmistir. Almanya-Cin iligkileri, jeo-ekonomik gii¢, karsilikli bagimlilik,
stratejik Ozerklik, risk azaltma (de-risking) ve normatif dis politika sdylemiyle
dogrudan iliskili olmayan belgeler veri setine dahil edilmemistir. Uciincii olarak,
akademik kaynaklar agisindan hakemli yayin, atif siklig1 ve alan i¢i mesruiyet
kriterleri gbzetilmistir. Bu yaklasim, analizde kavramsal tutarlilig1 ve akademik
guvenilirligi artirmay1 amaglamaktadir.
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Veri Analizi Siireci

Verilerin analizinde timdengelimci tematik analiz yontemi kullanilmistir.
Analitik ¢ergceve, jeo-ekonomik gii¢ literatiirinden hareketle 6nceden belirlenen
ana temalar etrafinda yapilandirilmistir. S6z konusu temalar arasinda ekonomik
araglarin stratejik kullanimi, karsilikli bagimliligin  givenlik riski olarak
algilanmasi, normatif soylemin islevi ve transatlantik baskinin politika
tizerindeki etkisi yer almaktadir. incelenen belgeler belirlenen temalar
dogrultusunda sistematik bicimde okunmus ve donemler arasi karsilastirma
yoluyla soylemsel siireklilikler ve kirilmalar tespit edilmeye ¢alistlmistir. Analiz
sireci nicel kodlama yerine yorumlayict karsilastirma esasina dayandirilmais,
boylece politika belgelerinin baglami ve tarihsel arka plani korunmaya c¢aba
gosterilmistir.

Gegerlilik, Giivenilirlik ve Sinirliliklar

Arastirmanin igsel gecerliligi, birincil ve ikincil kaynaklarin birlikte
kullanilmast ve farkli donemlere ait belgelerin karsilagtirmali analizine
dayandirilmistir. 'YOntemsel seffaflik ise dokiiman se¢im Olgiitlerinin ve analiz
adimlarinin a¢ik bicimde tanimlanmasiyla saglanmistir. Bununla birlikte
calisma, nitel bir arastirma olmasi nedeniyle istatistiksel genelleme iddiasi
tastmamaktadir. Elde edilen bulgular, Almanya’nin Cin politikasin1 agiklamaya
yOnelik analitik genellemeler sunmakla birlikte, farkli vaka ve tlkelere dogrudan
aktarilabilirlik iddiasinda bulunmamaktadir. Bu yontemsel ¢cerceve, Almanya’nin
Cin ile iliskilerini normatif-¢ikar ikilemine indirgemek yerine, jeo-ekonomik gii¢
mantig1 iizerinden biitiinciil ve teorik olarak temellendirilmis bir analiz sunmay1
amagclamaktadir.

2. ALMAN DIS POLITiKASINDA JEO-EKONOMIiK GUC KAVRAMI

Ikinci Diinya Savasi’nin kaybedilmesi sonrasinda isgal giiclerinin varligi
altinda yeniden olusturulan AFC dis politikasi, ABD’nin etkisinde ve
NATO’nun transatlantik c¢ercevesinde, Batili miittefiklerle is birligine ve
Avrupa’da bolgesel entegrasyona (Westintegration) dayandirilmistir (Harnisch ve
Maull, 2001: 1). Bu politika, kimine gore, ¢ok taraflilifi, kurum insasin1 ve
uluslararasi entegrasyonu tesvik eden ve wulusal ve uluslararasi normlar
araciligiyla uluslararasi iliskilerde gii¢ kullanimini kisitlamaya ¢alisan 6zel bir dis
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politika kimligi olan ‘sivil gii¢’ (Zivilmacht) kalibina yerlesmis ve 1990 yilindaki
birlesmeden sonra da varligini stirdirmistir (Maull, 2000: 56).

Bununla birlikte Soguk Savas’in sona ermesiyle, daha Once Demir
Perde’nin ardinda kalan Orta ve Dogu Avrupa iilkelerinin AB ve NATOQO’ya
katilimlarinin Almanya bakimindan da kayda deger etkileri olmustur. Bu siireg,
Almanya’y1 cografi ve jeo-ekonomik olarak AB’nin tam merkezine yerlestirerek
konumunu ve 6nemini gi¢lendirmistir (Frohlich, 2017: 3). Bu yeni donemde
Orta ve Dogu Avrupa’da yer alan Sosyalist blogun eski iiyelerinin sorunlari
givenlik kaygilarindan ziyade, sosyo-ekonomik meselelerle tanimlanmaya
baslanmuistir. Pazarlara erisim ve ticaretin serbestlestirilmesi, ¢evrenin korunmasi
ve gog¢ politikalarinin koordinasyonu gibi konular 6ne ¢ikmistir. Dénemin
SansOlyest Kohl (1982-1998), “Bu sorunlara Avrupa’nin verecegi cevap, Orta,
Dogu ve Gilineydogu Avrupa iilkelerini Avrupa Toplulugu'na dahil etmekten
baska bir sey olamaz” demistir. Sosyalist blogun ¢Okmesini miiteakip,
Almanya’'nin Polonya, Cekoslovakya ve Macaristan ile imzaladig1 ikili
anlasmalarda AB tyeligini desteklemesi bu baglamda degerlendirilebilir (Tewes,
2001: 12). AB ve NATO’nun genisleme siirecleriyle beraber Almanya’nin
guvenlik ¢emberi daha da genislemis ve ihracata dayali Alman ekonomisi i¢in
yeni pazarlara erisim imkani saglanmustir.

SSCB’nin sona erdigi ve ABD’nin tek siiper gii¢ olarak kaldig1 yeni
uluslararas1 diizende Almanya’nin roliini irdeleyen Dirk Messner, “kapsamli
kiiresellesme” (die umfassende Globalisierung) sirecinin yasanmakta oldugunu ve
Almanya’nin bu siirecte sekillendirici glice (Gestaltungsmacht) sahip bulundugunu
kaydetmistir. Messner, Almanya’nin ekonomik ag¢idan iyi bir durumda
oldugunu; uluslararasi ortaklarin, Almanya’dan uluslararasi krizlerin iistesinden
gelinmesine ve kiiresel streglere biiyiik katkilar yapmasini bekledigini; bunun
Almanya’ya hareket alani sagladigini, ancak ayni zamanda yiiksek talepler de
getirdigini  belirtmistir (Messner, 2015: 379-383). Boylelikle Almanya,
Avrupa’nin yonetiminde, 6zellikle de makroekonomik yonetiminde merkezi jeo-
ekonomik gii¢ rolini Gstlenmistir (Frohlich, 2017: 5). AB tyesi oldugu yillarda
Birlesik Krallik’in eski Ticaret ve Yatirim Devlet Bakani Stephen Green (2011-
2013), bahsi gecen roliin, yeni Avrupa uluslar birligine siki sikiya bagli bir
ilkenin [Almanya’nin] liderligi oldugunu ve herhangi bir siyasi kader
duygusuyla degil, ekonomi tarafindan kendisine dayatildigini vurgulamistir
(Green, 2015).

Ancak, Almanya’nin ustlendigi ileri siirilen bu rol, kendi siyasi ve
ekonomik giindemine fazlasiyla odaklandigi ve beklentileri karsilayamadigi
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gerekgesiyle elestirilere de konu olmustur. Kiiresel finans krizi (2007-2008) ve
AB’ye olumsuz etkileri baglaminda, Jirgen Habermas’a gore, Avrupa’nin
ortasinda, kendisiyle mesgul devin [Almanya’nin] solipsist (tekbenci) zihniyeti,
AB’de istikrarsiz bir hal alan statiikonun korunmasini dahi garanti edememistir
(Habermas, 2010). Stefan Frohlich ise, Almanya’nin merkezi jeo-ekonomik
giciine ragmen, Berlin’in Avro bolgesini daha istikrarlt bir ekonomik biitiin
haline getirmek icin tavizler vermek zorunda kaldigini belirtmistir (Frohlich,
2017: 5). Bu elestiriler 15181nda, Almanya’nin uluslararas: diizende ve Avrupa’da
ustlendigi rolde jeo-ekonomik giliciniin paymnin giderek artmakta oldugunu
sOylemek mimkiindir.

Jeo-Ekonomik Gii¢ Nedir?

Soguk Savas’in sona ermesinin ardindan, g¢esitli nedenlerle bolgesel silahli
catismalarin veya i¢ savaslarin strdigi dinyanin talihsiz bolgeleri disinda,
diinya siyasetinde askeri giiciin 6neminin giderek azaldigi; buna gore, artik
herkesin ticari yOntemlerin askeri yontemlerin yerini aldigr konusunda hemfikir
oldugu (Luttwak, 1998: 125) yoniinde goriisler de One sirilmiistiir. Bu durum,
kimileri  tarafindan  “jeo-ekonomi”  kavramiyla  karsilik  bulmustur.
Devletler/devlet bloklar1 arasindaki catismalarin varligini géz ardi etmeyen
Edward Luttwak, jeo-ekonomiyi, c¢atisma mantig1 ile ticari yOntemlerin
karigimimi tanimlamada aklina gelen en uygun kavram seklinde agiklamaya
calismistir (Luttwak, 1998: 126). Bu dogrultuda, jeo-ekonomik gii¢, 6zetle askeri
ve siyasi arag¢lardan ziyade ekonomik araglara dayanan gili¢ olarak
tanimlanmistir (Sahin, 2024: 33).

Calismasinda uluslararasi iliskilerde giiciin dogasinda meydana gelen genel
bir degisime deginen Luttwak, bu degisimin evrensel olacagini veya her yerde
ayni hizda yasanacagini iddia etmemektedir (Luttwak, 1998: 128). Bilakis, jeo-
ekonominin -baska bir ifadeyle ticari yoOntemlerin- Bati’da, Ozellikle AB i¢inde
daha biiytlik bir rol oynamasi beklenmektedir (Kundnani, 2011: 40). Luttwak’tan
hareketle, Almanya’nin jeo-ekonomik bir gii¢ olarak 6ne ¢iktigin1 belirten Hans
Kundnani'ye gore, jeo-ekonomi kavrami, mali agidan sorumlu ve sorumsuz
ilkeler arasinda goriilen sifir toplamli rekabet s6ylemi baglaminda, AB iginde
diger tiye devletlere kendi ekonomik tercihlerini dayatmaya daha istekli hale
gelen Almanya’nin dis politikasin1  tanimlama ve agiklamada faydali
gorilmektedir. Almanya’nin, ihracatinin kiiresel rekabet giliciine zarar
verebilecek 1liml1 bir enflasyon artisini kabul etmedigini 6rnek veren Kundnani,
bu durumun ¢evre iilkelerin biiyiime kapasitesini zayiflatmasina ve AB’nin genel
uyumunu tehdit etmesine ragmen, Berlin’in Avro bolgesinde kemer sikma

politikasinin  uygulanmasinda 1srarct davrandigini; Luttwak’in deyisiyle,
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Almanya’'nin ¢atiyjma manti§1 igcinde ticari yOntemleri uyguladigini
vurgulamaktadir (Kundnani, 2011: 41). Kundnani bir adim daha ileri giderek,
Avrupa’daki tehlikenin, 1871 yilinda Alman birliginin saglanmasinin ardindan
Avrupa’da yasanan catismalarin jeo-ekonomik bir versiyonu oldugunu ileri
sirmektedir (Kundnani, 2015: 161). Avrupa’daki yiizOlgimi ve merkezi
konumu (Mittellage) dikkate alindiginda, Almanya’nin, (kendisine karsi) gii¢
dengesi kurulmasi i¢in ¢ok giiclii, ancak (kendisinin) hegemonya olusturmak i¢in
yeterince gi¢lii olmadiginmi belirten Kundnani, “Alman sorunu”’nun jeopolitik
acidan ¢Ozilmus gibi gorinse de jeo-ekonomik bir bi¢cimde yeniden ortaya
ciktigini tartismaktadir (Kundnani, 2011: 43).

Ticaret Devleti ve Jeo-Ekonomik Gii¢

Esasen jeo-ekonomik gii¢c kavrami dncesinde de dis politikada ekonominin
roliinii Onceleyen goriis ve kavramlar ortaya atilmistir. ikinci Diinya Savasi
sonrasinda AFC ve Japonya’'nin askeri genisleme yerine ihracat ve ticaretle gii¢
elde etmeyi sectigini kaydeden Richard Rosecrance, “ticaret devleti” (trading
state) kavramin1 gelistirmigstir. Buna gore, devletin giicli ve refah1 savas ve fetih
yoluyla degil, ticaret ve ekonomik karsilikli bagimlilik izerinden saglanmaya
calisiimaktadir (Rosecrance, 1986: 16-28). Rosecrance, AFC ve Japonya gibi
biytik ve gii¢li tilkelerin diinya siyasetinde ticaret yolunu sectiklerini, gegmisten
farkl1 olarak artik ulusal konumlarini toprak kazanimiyla giliclendirmeyi
diisinmediklerini, bunun yerine dis ticaretle desteklenen ekonomik biiyiime
stratejilerini  kullanarak refah diizeyini korumaya ve artirmaya ¢aba sarf
ettiklerini savunmustur (Rosecrance, 1986: 71).

Bununla beraber ticaret devleti kavraminin uluslararast meseleleri
aciklamada baris¢il ekonomik entegrasyon yaklasimiyla sinirli kalarak, Soguk
Savas sonrasi1 donemde kiiresel diizeyde artan ekonomik rekabeti ve baskiy1
aciklamada yetersiz kalabildigi goriilmektedir. Jeo-ekonomik giic kavramai ise,
devletlerin ekonomik araglari stratejik bir baski araci olarak kullanabildigi
durumlara da yer vermektedir. Bu yOniiyle jeo-ekonomik gii¢ kavraminin,
Almanya’nin sahip oldugu ekonomik ve ticari giiciin dis politika formasyonu ve
uygulamalarindaki roliiniin daha 1iyi anlasilmasma imkan tanidigi
degerlendirilmektedir. Bu ¢alismada, Almanya’nin Cin ile iliskileri jeo-ekonomik
gl¢ kavrami tizerinden irdelenmeye ¢alisilmaktadir.

3. ALMANYA-CIN EKONOMIK VE TiCARI ILISKIiLERI (1998-2025)

Soguk Savas sonrasi donemde ist diizey karar alicilar tarafindan Cin’e
yonelik olarak izlenen “ticaret yoluyla degisim” (Wandel durch Handel) politikas1
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Alman is diinyasinin Cin pazarina akiinda etkili olmustur. Bu stirecte, Cin
Almanya’dan otomobil, yiksek miithendislik ve know-how talep ederken,
Almanya da giivenilir bir ortak ve yiiz milyonlarca yeni tiiketicinin bulundugu
bir pazar elde etmistir (Kampfner, 2020: 160). Almanya tarihinde ilk kez iki sol
egilimli partinin (SPD ve Yesiller Partisi) 1998 yilinda koalisyon kurmasiyla,
Almanya-Clin iliskileri de yeni bir evreye girmistir.

Gerhard Schréoder Dénemi (1998-2005): Cek Defteri Diplomasisi?

Gerhard Schroder (SPD) liderligindeki hiikiimetin isbast yapmasiyla
birlikte ekonomik ve ticari meseleler giindemin st siralarinda yer almuis,
tabiatiyla Cin ile iliskileri giiclendirmenin en iyi yolu olarak gorilen “ticaret
yoluyla degisim” fikri benimsenmistir. AB i¢inde 1999 yilinda Avro bolgesinin
olusturulmast sonrasinda, ekonomik ve ticari rekabeti artirmak igin yapisal
reformlar yapan Almanya Avrupa’ya, Asya’ya ve oOzellikle de Cin’e yapilan
thracata giderek daha fazla bagimli hale gelmistir. Schroder hikiimeti, dis
politika  hedeflerine  ulasmak  amaciyla, ¢ek defter1  diplomasisi
(Scheckbuchdiplomatie) yoluyla, askeri ve siyasi arayislar yerine ekonomik araglari
tercih etmistir (Keyvan, 2019: 269).

Almanya dahil, Bati’'nin uzun stiredir Cin’in Deng Xiaoping doneminden
beri genis kapsamli siyasi, askeri ve ekonomik strateji izledigini kabul etmek
istemedigi ve gormezden geldigi elestirisinde bulunan Sansdlye Schroder
(Schollgen ve Schroder, 2021: 96), yedi yillik gorev siiresi boyunca pek ¢ok kez 1s
insanlar1 heyetiyle ziyarette bulundugu Pekin’e yonelik olarak ekonomik ve ticari
iligkilerin agirlikta oldugu bir yaklasim gelistirmistir. Schroder yonetimi Cin’in
Diinya Ticaret Orgiiti'ne tyeligini desteklemis; Cin’in insan haklar
uygulamalarinda sessiz kalmay1i tercih etmis; 1989 yilinda Tiananmen
Meydani’'nda yasanan olaylardan sonra uygulanmaya baslanan AB’nin Cin’e
yOnelik silah ambargosunun kaldirilmasina ¢alismis (Algieri, 2008: 78;
Abdibaitova Pala, 2024: 777) ve Tayvan’a “hassas malzemeler” (silahlar)
satmaya devam edilmeyecegini teyit etmistir (Cabestan, 2008: 95).

Schréder’in Cin politikasiyla birlikte 2000’11 yillarda BASF ve Volkswagen
gibi biiyiik Alman firmalart Cin’de fabrikalar kurmaya baslamistir. Cogu aile
sirketi olan, 500’den az ¢alisan1 ve 50 milyon Avro’dan az yillik cirosu bulunan,
Almanya’daki isttihdamin yiizde 60’mi ve tilke GSYIH nin yarisini olusturan orta
Olgekli firmalar (Mittelstand) da Cin’e yonelmistir. Tedarikg¢i firmalar ise Cin’den
gelen talep sayesinde adeta biiyiik bir patlama yasamistir (Kundnani, 2015: 119).
Ekonomik ve ticari iliskilerin giliclii riizgariyla, Almanya, Rusya’dan bile daha

167


https://doi.org/10.53376/ap.2026.06

Dervis Fikret UNAL

onemli bir ortak olabilecek Cin ile giderek daha yakin iligkiler gelistirmeye
baslamistir (Kundnani, 2015: 121).

Angela Merkel Donemi (2005-2021): “Degerlere” Dayali Dis Politikadan
Ekonomik ve Ticari Cikarlara

Almanya’da 2005 yilinda diizenlenen genel seg¢imleri az bir farkla
Schréder’in 6niinde tamamlayan ve SPD ile olusturulan Biiylik Koalisyon’un
yeni lideri olan Angela Merkel (CDU), degerlere dayal1 bir dis politikaya geri
dontilecegini vaat etmis; bu baglamda, 2006 yilinda Cin’e kars1 “daha elestirel bir
tavir sergileme cesaretini” gostereceginin isaretlerini vermistir (Kundnani, 2015:
122). Schréder’den farkli olarak AB tarafindan uygulanan silah ambargosunun
devamini destekleyen Merkel, insan haklar1 konusunda daha kat1 bir yaklasim
benimsemis; diger taraftan, Pekin’in itirazlarina ragmen, 2007 yilinda Tibetlilerin
siyasi ve manevi lideri olarak goriilen Dalai Lama ile Berlin’de goriismiistiir
(Abdibaitova Pala, 2024: 777). Bu goriisme, Berlin ve Pekin arasinda siyasi krize
yol agmustir. Krizi yatistirmak amaciyla, Federal Disisleri Bakani1 Frank-Walter
Steinmeier’in (SPD), Tibet meselesi hakkinda Cinli mevkidasina gonderdigi ileri
stiriilen kamuoyuna agiklanmayan mektubunda, Tibet'in “Cin topraklarinin bir
pargast” oldugunun kabul edildigi ve “tek Cin politikasi’na baghh oldugunun
bildirildigi iddia edilmistir (Kundnani, 2015: 122).

2008 yilinda diinya genelinde yasanan ve giiglii etkileri Almanya’da da
hissedilen finansal krizle birlikte ekonomik ve ticari iliskiler Alman dis
politikasinin giindeminde daha fazla yer tutmaya baglamistir. 2010-2012
yillarinda Avro bélgesinde yasanan sorunlar buna ivme kazandirmistir. Kiresel
mali sorunlara ragmen, Cin ekonomisinin biiyimeye devam etmesi Alman
sirketlerine 6nemli destek saglamis ve Alman karar alicilarin Cin’in insan haklari
siciline yonelik elestirilerinin tonunu yumusatmistir. Cin’in 2001 yilinda DTO’ye
iye olmast sonrasinda hizli bir ekonomik biiyiime sergiledigini vurgulayan
Merkel, Schroder gibi kendisinin de is insanlarindan miitesekkil bir heyetle yilda
en az bir kez Cin’i ziyaret etmeye calistigini; 2006 yilinda Cin’in Almanya’nin
thracatindaki pay1 yiizde 4,8 iken, bu rakamin Sansoélyelik goérevi sonunda [2021
yilinda] yizde 9,5’e ulastigin1 belirtmistir (Merkel, 2024: 559-560). Kundnani’ye
gore, ekonomik ¢ikarlar tarafindan yonlendirilen Almanya, Cin ve Rusya gibi
diinyadaki otoriter giiclerle giderek daha yakin iligkiler gelistirmistir (Kundnani,
2015: 123). Almanya ve Cin arasinda giderek biyliyen bu iliski 2014 yilina
gelindiginde kapsamli stratejik ortaklik statiisiine yiikselmistir. Bazisina gore,

gibi biiylik sorunlarin higbirinin Pekin olmadan ¢oziilememesidir (Abdibaitova
Pala, 2024: 778).
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Merkel, Cin Devlet Baskan: Xi Jinping ile insan haklari konusundaki
goriglerinin farkli oldugunu; Cin ile is birliginin bir realpolitik Ornegi teskil
ettigini; ekonomik is birliginin Alman isyerlerini giivence altina aldigin1 ve diger
AB iilkelerinin de Cin’de yatirim yapmak i¢in saglanan giivenilir kosullara ilgi
duydugunu belirtmistir (Merkel, 2024: 561-562). Bu c¢ercevede, Merkel’in
Oncelikle Almanya’nin Cin’deki devasa ekonomik ¢ikarlarini savundugunu (Gu,
2022: 128) ve dis politika anlayisinin jeo-ekonomik ¢ikarlara dayandigini
sOylemek miimkiindir.

Bununla beraber Cin Devlet Baskant Xi tarafindan 2013 yilinda
kamuoyuyla paylasilan ve kimileri tarafindan 21. ytizyilin ipek Yolu ya da Cin’in
diinyanin geri kalani i¢in hazirladig1 Marshall Plan1 olarak goriilen Kusak ve Yol
Girisimi’nin (KYG) Orta Avrupa’daki bitis noktast Almanya’nin Duisburg kenti
olarak belirlenmistir. Girisimin i1lanindan bir yil sonra Baskan Xi, Almanya’ya
yaptig1 devlet ziyareti sirasinda, Duisburg’a da Ozel bir ziyarette bulunmustur
(Kampfner, 2020: 158). Merkel’e gore, KYG kapsamindaki projeler bir yandan
birbirine bagli bir diinyay1 tesvik ederken, diger yandan yasanan gercekler bazi
ilkelerin, Ozellikle de Asya ve Afrika tlkelerinin, yatirimlarla baglantili
maliyetler nedeniyle Cin ile mali bagimlilik i¢cine girdiklerini ve bdylece kendi
egemenliklerini sinirladiklarini ileri stirmiistiir (Merkel, 2024: 563).

KYG baglaminda Balkan tlkelerinin Cin’e borglanmasi tartismalari
golgesinde, AB Komisyonu tarafindan 2016 yilinda yaymnlanan Cin
Stratejisi'nde, o donemki adiyla “Bir Kusak Bir Yol” girisiminin arkasinda
biyik o6l¢iide ekonomik ve yerel kaygilarin yattigi, ancak girisimin Onemli
jeostratejik sonuglarinin da olacag:i kaydedilmistir (AB Komisyonu, 2016: 10).
Pekin’de 2017 yilinda diizenlenen ipek Yolu Forumu’nun Nihai Bildirisi’nin,
Almanya, Fransa ve ingiltere dahil, foruma katilan tim AB tiiye devletleri
delegasyonlar1 tarafindan reddedilmesi, taraflarin uyumsuz ticaret ¢ikarlarina
iligkin siiregelen stphelert ortaya koymustur (Kihnhardt, 2018: 7). Bu
dogrultuda, AB tarafinda, 2018 yilinda baglantisallik (connectivity) projeleri, 2021
yilinda ise Kiiresel Gegit (Global Gateway) stratejisiyle Ozellikle ulasim, dijital ve
enerji projeleri agirlik kazanmistir. Boylelikle, “Almanyali AB”, Cin’in KYG
girisimine Kiiresel Gegit stratejisiyle yanit vermistir. Bunun altinda Almanya’nin

Cin’1t hem ticari bir ortak hem de ekonomik ve sistemik bir rakip olarak gérmesi
yatmaktadir (Ermagan, 2024: 163).

Ote yandan, hizla biiyiiyen Cinli sirketlerin Almanya’nin 6nde gelen ticari
markalarini satin almaya baslamasi soru isaretlerini artirmistir. Ornegin, Cinli
Midea firmasmin 2016 yilinda Alman endiistriyel otomasyon sirketi Kuka'nin
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yuzde 90’indan fazlasini satin almasi kamuoyunda ses getirmis, hatta kimine
gore Bati'ya bir tehdit olarak gorilmustir (Financial Times, 2019). Cinli
yetkililerin Volkswagen tarafindan kapatilmast 6ngorilen fabrikalari satin
almakla ilgilendiklerini agiklamasi (O’Donnell ve Waldersee, 2025) bu “tehdit
algisin1” giiglendirmistir. Cin’in Alman sirketlerini devralma girisimleri ilke
sanayisinin Cin ile rekabetinde teknoloji kaybmma ugrama riskini
barindirmaktadir. Almanya, Cin’e yatirimlarinda fikri milkiyet haklarinin
yeterince  korunamamasindan, yasal  Dbelirsizlikten, hizmet  sektOri
kisitlamalarindan, yolsuzluk ve seffaflik eksikliginden rahatsizlik duymaktadir.
Bu noktada, ABD de Cin’e teknoloji transferini smirlamasi yOniinde
Almanya’ya baski yapmaktadir (Keyvan, 2019: 272). Sonucta, Federal Meclis
tarafindan kabul edilen bir yasayla, Federal Hukiimet, AB {iiyesi olmayan
ilkelere ait sirketlerin, Alman sirketlerinin yiizde 10’undan fazlasini satin aldig1
hassas sektorlerdeki tiim yatirimlari inceleme ve gerektiginde engelleme imkani
bulmustur. Yasa, savunma ve givenlik sirketleri ile enerji, elektrik ve
telekomiinikasyon gibi1 kritik altyapilari isleten isletmelerin yani sira medyay: da
kapsamistir (Kampfner, 2020: 162; Keyvan, 2019: 274).

Diger taraftan, donemin Federal Ekonomi ve Enerji Bakani Peter Altmaier
(CDU), Cin hakkinda tespit ve degerlendirmelerin de yapildigr Ulusal Sanayi
Stratejisi 2030’u (Nationale Industriestrategie 2030) kamuoyuna agiklamistir.
Stratejiye gore, 2015 yilinda “Made in China 2025” giindemini kabul eden
Cin’in sanayi politikasinda basar1 kaydettigi, Cin’in 2023 yilma kadar yapay
zekd alaninda kiresel lider olmay:r hedefledigi, Cin devlet sirketi CMG
tarafindan kurulan 15 milyar ABD Dolar tutarindaki teknoloji fonuyla (China
New Era Technology Fund) kiresel c¢aptaki teknoloji sirketlerine yatirim
yapilmasinin planlandigi belirtilmistir. Cin’in kiiresel Olgekte sirketlere sahip
oldugu, Ooniimiizdeki yillarda tiim sanayi sektorlerinin bu sirketlerin teknolojik
tekeli haline gelebilecegi ve sonug olarak, isleyen bir uluslararasi rekabetin artik
mimkiin olamayacagi vurgulanmistir (Federal Ekonomi ve Enerji Bakanligi,
2019: 15). 2030 stratejisinin, ABD ve Cin’e gii¢lii bir odaklanma ve adi gecen
ilkelere ekonomik/teknolojik bakimdan yetisememe endisesi tasidigr yorumlari
yapilmis; mevcut sorunlara karsi yeterince somut fikirler sunmadigi, sanayide
alinacak tedbirlerin bitliincil olmadigi, mevcut siyasi konjonktiiriin dikkate
alinmadig1 ve siirdiiriilebilir ve genel olarak basarili bir yol haritasi sunmadigi
elestirilert yoneltilmistir (Maier, 2019). Strateji baglaminda, dénemin Federal
Disisler1 Bakan1 Heiko Maas’in (SPD) “Cin gelecekteki stiper gii¢” seklindeki
aciklamasi (Ytcel, 2024: 313) dikkat ¢ekmistir.

170



Arastirma Makalesi / Research Article Alternatif Politika, 2026, 18 (2): 157-182
https://doi.org/10.53376/ap.2026.06

Ayrica, Cin’de patlak veren ve tiim diinyay: etkisi altina alan koronaviriis
salgini tartigmalar1 altinda, Federal Hitkiimet tarafindan 2 Eylil 2020 tarihinde
kamuoyuyla paylasilan Hint-Pasifik Kiavuzu (Leitlinien zum Indo-Pazifik)
dogrultusunda, bolge tlkeleriyle serbest ticaret anlagsmalari imzalanmis ve
yatirim is birliklerine gidilmistir. Kilavuz, bolge baglaminda deniz yollarinin
serbestligi, acik piyasa ve serbest ticaret, dijitallesme ve baglantisallik konularina
da Oncelik atfetmistir (Federal Hiikiimet, 2020: 11-12). Hanayi’ye gore, Berlin’in
bolgeye yonelik strateji gelistirmesi Almanya’nin ve genel olarak AB’nin son
donemde jeopolitik ve jeostratejik yaklagimindan kaynaklanmis ve Cin’in
bolgede giderek artan siyasi ve ekonomik etkisini engelleme amaci tasimistir.
ABD, Avustralya, Japonya ve Hindistan’t takiben, Asya-Pasifik yerine Hint-
Pasifik stratejisi belirlemesi dahi Cin’e bir yanit seklinde algilanmistir (Hanayi,
2020).

Olaf Scholz Doénemi (2021-2025): Rusya-Ukrayna Savasi Golgesinde Yeni
Stratejiler

Sansolye Merkel’den sonraki yoOnetimi belirleyen ve 26 Eylil 2021
tarthinde dizenlenen genel se¢imlerden SPD’nin Sansdlye aday: Scholz galip
cikmistir. SPD, Yesiller Partisi ve FDP heyetleri arasinda yapilan goriismelerin
olumlu neticelenmesi sonrasinda kurulan Scholz Kabinesi, 8 Aralik 2021
tarihinde Federal Meclis’te giivenoyu alarak goreve baslamistir. Yeni hiikiimet
de Almanya’nin ekonomi ve ticaret agirliklt Cin politikasinin degismeyeceginin
sinyallerini vermistir. SansOlye Scholz’un genis bir 1s insani heyetiyle Kasim
2022’de  Pekin’t ziyareti iligkilere verilen Onemin gostergesi olarak
yorumlanmistir (Ermagan, 2024: 162).

Bununla birlikte koalisyonda Yesiller Partisi'ne birakilan Federal Disisleri
Bakanligi'na gore, Almanya ve Cin arasindaki gii¢li iliskilere ragmen, baz1 temel
goriis ayriliklart bulundugu vurgulanmistir. Ozellikle insan haklari, kisisel
Ozglrlikler ve wuluslararast hukuk, uluslararasi diizen ve ¢ok tarafliligin
yorumlanmastyla ilgili konular 6ne c¢ikaridmis; Cin’in Avrupa sirketleri ve
Uriinleri i¢in pazarlarini daha ag¢ik hale getirmesinin Almanya bakimindan
Oncelikli ¢ikarlar arasinda yer aldig1 kaydedilmistir (Federal Disisleri Bakanlig,
2024).

Diger taraftan, Scholz kabinesinin isbasi yapmasindan kisa bir siire sonra,
Rusya’'nin 24 Subat 2022 tarihinde Ukrayna’ya “06zel askeri operasyon”
baslatmas1 hiikiimetin ilk biiylik stnamasi olmustur. Federal Meclis’te 27 Subat
2022 tarihinde gergeklestirilen Ukrayna konulu 6zel oturumda hitap eden
Scholz, yasanan siireci ¢ag donimi (Zeitenwende) olarak nitelemis; bu
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dogrultuda, Alman dis ve giivenlik politikalarinin kapsamli bicimde gbézden
gecirileceginin isaretini vermistir. Politika belgeleri bakimindan bunun ilk somut
meyvesi ise, Federal Kabine tarafindan 14 Haziran 2023 tarihinde kamuoyuyla
paylasilan ilk Ulusal Giivenlik Stratejisi (Nationale Sicherheitsstrategie) olmustur.

Almanya’nin Ulusal Giivenlik Stratejisi’nde Cin

Belgede Rusya’ya odaklanilmakla beraber Cin’e de deginilerek, mevcut
uluslararasi durumda Cin bir ortak (Partner), rakip (Wettbewerber) ve sistemik
rakip (systemischer Rivale) olarak tanimlanmistir (Federal Savunma Bakanligi,
2023: 11-12 ve 23). Buna gore, Cin hakkinda net bir tutum belirlenmemis ve
belgede gelecekte iligkilerin seyrine yOnelik projeksiyonlarda bulunulmamaistir.
Almanya’nin yillardir Cin’e yaptig1 dogrudan yatirimlarin ve iki iilke arasindaki
mevcut ekonomik ve ticari faaliyetlerin biiytkliginin Cin’1i bir tehdit olarak
tanimlamaktan imtina edilmesinde etkili olabilecegi diisiinilmektedir (Marsh,
2024). Ayrica, Almanya’nin, Cin’den ziyade, Rusya’yla bolgesel rakip oldugu da
degerlendirilmektedir (Sakaki vd., 2020: 190). Bununla birlikte savasin
baglamasini miiteakip, Cin’in Bati tarafindan Rusya’ya karsi uygulanan
yaptirimlara katilmamasi, Rus yonetimini elestirmekten ve karsisina almaktan
uzak durmasi, hatta mevcut ikili iligskilerini daha da gelistirmesi Berlin’de
hosnutsuzluga sebep olmustur. Cin’in de Tayvan’i isgal edebilecegi endisesiyle
(Detjen, 2022) artan bu hosnutsuzluk,” donemin Federal Disisleri Bakani
Annalena Baerbock’un (Yesiller Partisi) Nisan 2023’te Pekin’i, Cinli mevkidas1
Qin Gang'm Mayis 2023’te Berlin’i ziyareti sirasinda diizenlenen basin
toplantilarinda kamuoyuna yansimigtir. Bu toplantilarin  Almanya-Cin
iligkilerinin baglam, dil ve Oncelikler bakimindan ne kadar degistigini agikca
ortaya koydugu yorumlar1 yapilmistir (Godehardt, 2024: 11).

Almanya’nin Cin Stratejisi

Federal Hiikkiimet, Ulusal Giivenlik Stratejisi sonrasinda, ilk kapsamli Cin
Stratejisini (China-Strategie der Bundesregierung) 13 Temmuz 2023 tarihinde
aciklamigtir.  Stratejiyle birlikte Pekin ile iliskilere yOnelik politikanin

2 Madrid’de 2022 yilinda diizenlenen NATO Zirvesi'nde kabul edilen Stratejik Konsept’te, “Cin
Halk Cumbhuriyeti’'nin hedefleri ve zorlayict politikalar1 ¢ikarlarimiza, givenligimize ve
degerlerimize meydan okumaktadir” denilmektedir (NATO, 2022: 5). Pekin yonetiminin Dogu
Cin Denizi'nde “Dis Hatlarda Aktif Stratejik Kars: Saldirlar Konsepti” politikasini uygulamaya
koymasi, Giiney Cin Denizi'nde misilleme yeteneklerini gelistirmesi ve Hint Okyanusu
bolgesinde yakin iliskiler kurdugu bazi devletlerin limanlarina ve askeri teknolojiye yogun
yatirnmlar yapmasit (Kozanhan, 2024: 261) Bati1 diinyasinda kaygilari artirmaktadir. Detjen’in
Bakan Baerbock ile miilakatinda, Rusya’nin Ukrayna’ya saldirisindan hareketle, Cin’in de
Tayvan’i iggal edebilecegi ¢ikariminda bulunulmaktadir.
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netlestirilmesi ve federal kurumlar arasinda daha bitiincil bir anlayig
gelistirilmesi hedeflenmigstir. Bazi 6nemli saptamalarda bulunan s6z konusu
belgede, Cin’in ekonomi stratejisinin uluslararasi tiretim zincirlerini Cin’e daha
fazla bagimli kilmak, Cin’i ise diger iilkelere daha az bagimli yapmak oldugu;
Pekin yOnetiminin dis politik ¢ikarlarini ¢ok daha iddiali sekilde takip ettigi;
kurallara dayal1 uluslararasi diizeni gesitli yontemlerle yeniden bigimlendirmeye
calistigl; bunun, Avrupa ve kiiresel giivenlik iizerinde etkisinin bulundugu
belirtilmis; Ulusal Glivenlik Stratejisi’'nde de kaydedildigi iizere, Cin’in bir ortak,
rakip ve sistemik rakip oldugu yinelenmis ve Cin Stratejisi'nin, AB’nin Cin’e
yonelik ortak politikasina dayandirildigi vurgulanmistir (Federal Hiukiimet,
2023: 8).

Belgede, Cin’in Almanya’nin en buyik ticart ortagi oldugu, Cin’in
Avrupa’ya olan bagimlilig1 stirekli olarak azalirken, son yillarda Almanya’nin
Cin’e bagimliliginin biyik O6lcide arttig; bu baglamda acil olarak risk
azaltilmasina ihtiya¢ duyuldugu; Cin’in kasitli olarak ekonomik giictinii siyasi
amaglari i¢in kullandig1; 6te yandan, ABD’den sonra en biiyiik askeri harcamay1
yaptig1 ve gemi ve denizalti sayist bakimindan en biyiik deniz giicine sahip
bulundugu belirtilmektedir (Federal Hiikiimet, 2023: 9-10). Bu noktada, Cin’in
uzay istasyonu insa ettigi ve 5G iletisim uydularini firlatma kapasitesine sahip
oldugu da not edilmelidir. Nitekim giinimiizde Cin 5G teknolojisinde ve
kuantum iletisiminde diinya liderligini elinde tutmaktadir. Ayrica, Cin’in ileri
derecede siber kabiliyetleri ve siber ordusu da bulunmaktadir (Yiicel, 2024: 299).

Bu tabloda, Almanya’nin Cin ile ekonomik ve ticari baglarini koparmak
yerine Cin’e ekonomik bagimliligini yOnetilebilir diizeye indirme stratejisi
benimsedigi disiiniilmektedir. Savas Oncesinde Alman endiistrisinin Rusya’ya
olan enerji bagimlilig1 da bu stratejide etkili olmustur. Bu dogrultuda cesitli
sektorlerde kullanllan nadir elementler ve lityum bataryalar1 gibi kritik
malzemelere olan bagimliligin sebep oldugu riskin azaltimasi (de-risking)
hedeflenmistir. Bu hedef, belgenin bir¢ok basligr altinda yinelenmistir (Federal
Hiukimet, 2023: 25, 34 ve 37). Hitkiimet tarafindan 6zellikle altyap: ve teknoloji
sektorlerinde Cin yatirimlarina yonelik daha siki diizenlemeler getirilmistir. Cinli
COSCO sirketinin Hamburg limanina yatirimlarina getirilen sinirlamalar ve
Dortmund merkezli ¢ip treticisi Elmos’un Cinli bir sirket tarafindan satin
alinmasinin engellenmesi (Godehardt, 2024: 20) bu yonde 6rnek verilebilir.

Rusya-Ukrayna savasmin baslamasiyla birlikte Alman ekonomisinin Rus
enerji kaynaklarma olan bagimliliginin azaltimas: hiikkiimet giindeminin st
siralarinda yer almistir. Rusya’ya atifla, Federal Disisleri Bakani Baerbock, Cin

baglaminda “ayni hatay1 tekrar yapmamaliyiz” demistir (Godehardt, 2024: 20).
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Rus tecriibesinden edinilen derslerin 1s1§inda, benzer bir durumun gelecekte
Cin’le yasanmas: endisesi dogmus ve boyle bir senaryoya karst adimlar
atilmistir. Scholz doneminde agiklanan Almanya’nin ilk Ulusal Gilvenlik
Stratejisinin yani sira, miinhasiran Cin ile ilgili kapsamli bir strateji
yayimlanmasit bu bakimdan o6nemlidir. Almanya’'nin Cin Stratejisi gegmise
nazaran kapsamli bir politika belirlemis ve yOntemlerini netlestirmistir.
Stratejide, AB buinyesinde ortak Cin politikas1 gelistirilmesine genis sekilde yer
verilmis ve bu argiiman giicli bigcimde savunulmustur (Federal Hikiimet, 2023:
36-45). Bu durum jeo-ekonomik giic Almanya’nin dig politika tercihlerini diger
AB iilkelerine kabul ettirmeye daha istekli oldugu iddiasina (Kundnani, 2011:
41) giincel bir 6rnek teskil etmistir.

Scholz hiikiimeti d6neminde atilan bu adimlarin ekonomik ve ticari
iligkilere yansimalar1 incelendiginde, Almanya tarafindan Cin’e yapilan
dogrudan yatirimlar ile ikili ticaret hacmi rakamlar1 6ne ¢ikmaktadir. Almanya,
AB iilkelerinin 2022 yilinda Cin’e yaptig1 dogrudan yatirimlarin ytizde 71’ini,
2023 yilinda yiizde 62’sin1, 2024 yilinda ise yiizde 45’ini tek basina karsilamaistir.
BMW, Volkswagen, Continental, BASF ve Bosch gibi biiylik Alman firmalari
Cin’e en ¢ok dogrudan yatirimda bulunan sirketler arasinda yer almistir (Kratz
vd., 2024; Interesse, 2025). Bu cercevede, Cin’e yapilan dogrudan yatirimlarda
Almanya’'nin AB tlkeleri icindeki paymnin 6énemli 6l¢ciide azaldigini sdylemek
mimkiindir. Buna karsin, ikili ticaret hacmi 2023 yilinda 250 milyar Avro’yu
asarak zirve yapmis ve Cin, Almanya'nin en buyik ticaret ortagr olmustur
(Federal Digisleri Bakanligi, 2024). 2024 yilinda ise ikili ticaret hacmi 246 milyar
Avro olarak kayda girmistir (Interesse, 2025). Yiiksek ikili ticaret hacminin
korunmasinda 5.000’den fazla Alman firmasinin Cin’de, 1.000’den fazla Cinli
firmanin da Almanya’da faaliyet gostermesinin (Federal Hikimet, 2023: 20;
Yiicel, 2024: 286) etkili oldugu diistiniilmektedir.

Friedrich Merz Donemi: ABD Etkisinde Korumaci Jeo-Ekonomik Giice
Dogru?

ABD’de 5 Kasim 2024 tarihinde diizenlenen baskanlik secimlerini, daha
Onceki baskanlik doneminde (2016-2020) Cin ile ekonomik ve ticari rekabeti 6ne
¢ikaran Cumhuriyetgilerin  adayr Donald Trump’in kazanmasi, Ozellikle
korumaci gimrik tarifeleri marifetiyle, Cin’e karsi daha kati bir yaklasim
sergilenecegi beklentisini artirmistir. Trump’in gorevi devralmasi sonrasinda
Cin’e uygulanan tarifelerin dramatik bir sekilde ytiikseltilecegine dair agiklamalar
yapimistir (Jansen, 2025). ABD yonetimlerinin Cin’e yonelik politikalarinin
Almanya-Cin iliskileri tizerindeki etkisinin giderek 6nem kazanan bir faktor

oldugu gozlenmektedir. Eski SansOlye Schroder’e gore gerek Donald Trump ve
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Cumbhuriyetciler gerekse Joe Biden ve Demokratlar Cin’i en biiyiik ekonomik ve
stratejik zorluk olarak gormektedir (Schollgen ve Schroder, 2021: 88-89). Bu
durum, Cin’i, Amerikan siyasetinde ve kiiresel siyasette dnde gelen basliklardan
biri haline getirmekte, dolayisiyla Almanya’y: da etkilemektedir.

Ote yandan, Scholz hiikiimetinde yasanan sorunlar neticesinde erken
se¢cim karari almmmasiyla 23 Subat 2025 tarihinde yapilan genel segimleri
CDU’nun aday1 Friedrich Merz kazanmis ve Sansolye Merz liderliginde Biyiik
Koalisyon (CDU-SPD) kurularak yeni yOnetim goreve baslamigtir. Sansolye
olmadan once de dis politika ve giivenlik konularinda pek ¢ok agiklama ve
analizde bulunan ve konusmalarinda uluslararasi iligkiler, Cin, ABD, Rusya ve
AB gibi konulara deginen (Resing, 2025: 238) Merz, Merkel hiikkiimetinin devam
ettigi sirada, 2021 yilinda yaptigi bir agiklamada, Alman sirketlerini, Cin ile
ticari iligkilerine fazla bagimli kalmamalari konusunda uyarmis; hikimetten
yeni bir Cin stratejisi gelistirilmesini talep etmis; Almanya’nin Cin politikasinda
sadece ABD ile degil, ayn1 zamanda ingiltere, Japonya, Kanada, Avustralya ve
Yeni Zelanda ile is birlig1 yapmas1 gerektigini sOylemis ve Alman ekonomisinin
Cin’e bagimliligin1 “gok biiyiik” olarak nitelendirmistir (Dieter, 2021: 96).

Merz, CDU liderligini istlendikten sonra, partisine yakinligiyla bilinen
Konrad Adenauer Vakfi Akademisi'nde yaptigr hitapta ise dis politika
Onceliklerine iliskin bazi ipuglar1 vermistir. Merz, Almanya’nin AB’de ve
transatlantik ittifakin ¢ikarlar1 dogrultusunda aktif bir liderlik rolii istlenmesi ve
mevcut ortakliklarini giiclendirmesi gerektigini, ancak tlkesinin su anda itici
glcten ziyade, siiriklenen taraf oldugunu kaydetmistir. Merz'e gore,
Almanya’nin stratejisi ¢ikarlar1 ve degerleri tanimlamali, Avrupa ve diinyadaki
konumunu belirlemeli ve 6zellikle Cin ile iligkileri netlestirmelidir (Merz, 2023:
4-6). Merz ayrica, Cin, Rusya, iran ve Kuzey Kore'nin diinyay1 kendi ¢ikarlar
dogrultusunda degistirmeye calistigini; bu tlkelerin kurallara dayali uluslararasi
diizeni zayiflatmay1 ve en azindan bolgesel ve miimkiin oldugunda uluslararasi
alanda siyasi ustiinligli saglamay1 amacgladigini belirtmis, bu sistemik rekabetin
demokratik Bati tarafindan aranan bir sey olmadigini, kendilerine dayatildigini
ileri sirmistiir (Merz, 2023: 6-7).

Merz doneminde ABD ile iliskilerin giiclendirilmesi ve Cin’e olan
ekonomik bagimliligin azaltilmasi temel Oncelikler arasinda goriilmektedir. Bu
noktada, ontimiizdeki donemde Berlin’in Cin politikasinda {i¢ ana eksenin 6ne
cikmas1 beklenmektedir. Bunlar; zretimde stratejik cesitlendirme (halthazirda Cin’e
bagimli tedarik zincirlerinin kademeli olarak Hindistan ve Giineydogu Asya
ilkelerine kaydirilmasi), teknolojik rekabet (Kritik teknolojilerde Cin’e kars1 rekabet

175


https://doi.org/10.53376/ap.2026.06

Dervis Fikret UNAL

glcinin artirilmasi) ve normatif bask: (insan haklari, siber gilivenlik ve
uluslararas: hukuk alanlarinda daha elestirel bir yaklasim ve dil benimsenmesi)
seklinde Ozetlenebilir.

Uretimde stratejik cesitlendirme siireci, Merkel doneminde kamuoyuyla
paylasilan Hint-Pasifik Kilavuzu’yla da uyumlu olarak, Alman endiistrisi
bakimindan hayati Onem tasiyan tedarik Uriinlerinin farklt dlke ve
cografyalardan temin edilmesine imkan tanimaktadir. ABD’nin de etkisiyle,
Merz hiikiimetinin teknolojik rekabette 6nemli yer tutan kritik sektorlerde Cinli
firmalara giderek daha az yer vermesi Ongoriilmektedir. Ulkedeki yogun
tartismalarin ardindan, 2024 yilinda varilan anlagsmanin uygulanma siireci bu
minvalde 6rnek verilebilir. Anlasmaya gore, Almanya’daki mobil operatorleri,
2029 yili sonuna kadar, Cinli Huawei ve ZTE firmalarinin 5G ag yonetim
sistemlerindeki kritik islevlerini diger dreticilerle degistirmekle yikimli
kilmmustir (Federal igisleri Bakanligi, 2024). Merz yOnetiminin bu siirecte insan
haklari, siber giivenlik ve uluslararasi hukuk meselelerinde Cin’e daha elestirel
yaklasmasi1 da beklenebilecektir. Bu beklenti, Alman karar alicilarin “Batili
degerler” sOylemleriyle de uyumludur. Ancak, “Avrupa modelini” kabul etmek
istemeyen Cin’e (Yilmaz, 2025: 10) Almanya’nin normatif baskis: uygulamasinin
istenilen sonuglar1 verip vermeyecegi cevabi belirsiz bir soru teskil etmektedir.

Sonu¢ olarak, Merz hiikkiimetinin, AB ve NATO i¢cinde ABD eksenli
stratejik ¢izgiye daha yakin bir konum almasi beklenmektedir. Bu durum,
tabiattyla Almanya’'nin Cin politikasint da dogrudan etkileme potansiyeline
sahiptir. Jeo-ekonomik araglar, transatlantik ortaklik ve normatif diplomasi
ekseninde sekillenecek olan bu politika, Almanya’nin hem ekonomik ¢ikarlarini
hem de giivenlik kaygilarint dengelemeyi amaglayacaktir.

4. DEGERLENDIRME VE SONUC

Almanya’'nin Cin ile iliskileri, klasik diplomatik yOntemlerin ve askeri
araglarin yerine ekonomik ve ticari enstriimanlarin 6n plana ¢iktig1 jeo-ekonomik
gl¢ yaklasiminin tipik bir 6rnegini sunmaktadir. Soguk Savas sonrast dénemde
Almanya, kiiresel Olcekte tiretim zincirlerinin merkezine yerleserek ekonomik
refahini stirdiirebilmek igin dis politikasin1 giderek daha fazla ticari ¢ikarlar
ekseninde sekillendirmistir. Ancak bu durum, Berlin ac¢isindan hem stratejik
firsatlar hem de bagimlilik riskleri dogurmustur.

Schroder doneminde ekonomik diplomasi ve ticaret yoluyla degisim
politikast Cin pazarma yogun ag¢ilimi beraberinde getirirken, insan haklar1 ve
normatif degerlere iligkin tartismalar arka planda kalmistir. Merkel doneminde

176



Arastirma Makalesi / Research Article Alternatif Politika, 2026, 18 (2): 157-182
https://doi.org/10.53376/ap.2026.06

bu denge yeniden tanimlanmuis, degerlere dayali dis politika sdylemi korunmakla
birlikte ekonomik ve ticari c¢ikarlar Onceligini strdirmiistiir. Bu strecte
Almanya, Cin ile kapsamli stratejik ortaklik diizeyine ulasarak karsilikll
bagimliligin en yiiksek seviyesine erismistir.

Rusya-Ukrayna savasinin Avrupa giivenlik ve savunma mimarisinde neden
oldugu derin sarsintilarin etkisiyle Scholz doéneminde hazirlanan Ulusal
Guivenlik Stratejisi ve Cin Stratejisi, Almanya’nin Pekin’e yonelik tutumunu
“ortak-rakip-sistemik rakip” tlg¢lemesi altinda tanimlamis ve tamamen kopus
yerine risk azaltma yaklasimini benimsemistir. Bu yoniiyle Berlin, ekonomik ve
ticart iligkileri surdurirken stratejik Ozerkligini koruma c¢abasi ig¢inde de
olmustur.

2025 yilinda goreve gelen Merz hikiimetinin Cin baglamindaki
Onceliklerinde transatlantik ¢izginin daha belirgin oldugu gozlenmektedir.
Tedarik zincirlerinde stratejik ¢esitlendirmeye, teknoloji sektorlerinde Cin’e olan
bagimlilig1 azaltmaya ve normatif baskiya agirlik verilen bu yaklasimin ABD’nin
kiiresel stratejileriyle daha uyumlu, fakat genel olarak Avrupa’nin Ozerk jeo-
ekonomik  pozisyonu  bakimindan = smrlayici  nitelikte  olabilecegi
degerlendirilmektedir. Dolayisiyla Almanya, Cin ile iliskilerinde “jeo-ekonomik
glc¢” roliini siirdirirken, Washington’un yOnlendirdigi yeni bir korumaci jeo-
ekonomik paradigmaya kayma riskiyle kars1 karsiya kalabilecektir.

Sonu¢ olarak, Almanya’nin Cin politikasinda ekonomi merkezli
rasyonalite ile degerler temelli normatif dis politika anlayist arasinda bir gerilim
oldugu gorilmektedir. Bu gerilimin, Alman dis politikasinin stratejik
muammasinin  kaynagmi  olusturdugu  disiniilmektedir.  Almanya’nin
Oniimiizdeki donemde jeo-ekonomik giiciinii siirdiirebilir kilmasmin, Cin ile
ekonomik bagimlilig1 yonetilebilir dizeyde tutarken, AB ig¢inde ortak stratejiler
gelistirme ve transatlantik iliskilerde Ozerk hareket alanin1 koruyabilme
becerisine bagli olacagi degerlendirilmektedir.

KAYNAKCA

AB Komisyonu (2016), Elements for a new EU Strategy on China (Briiksel): 1-
19,
https://www.eeas.europa.eu/sites/default/files/joint_communication_to_the_e
uropean_parliament_and_the_council_-
_elements_for_a_new_eu_strategy_on_china.pdf (29.10.2025).

177


https://doi.org/10.53376/ap.2026.06

Dervis Fikret UNAL

Abdibaitova Pala, Burulkan (2024), “Cin Halk Cumhuriyeti-Almanya iliskileri”,
Casin, Mesut Hakki, Sina Kisacik ve Can Donduran (Der.), 21. Yiizyilda Biitiin
Boyutlariyla Cin Halk Cumbhuriyeti 2. Cilt (Ankara: Nobel Akademik
Yayincilik): 769-792.

Algieri, Franco (2008), “It’s the system that matters: Institutionalization and
making of EU policy toward China”, Shambaugh, David, Eberhard
Sandschneider ve Zhou Hong (Der.), China-Europe Relations: Perceptions,
Policies and Prospects (Oxon: Routledge): 65-83.

Biilbiil, Ahmet (2024), “Degerler ve Cikarlar Arasinda Almanya-Cin iliskileri”,
Casin, Mesut Hakki, Sina Kisacik ve Can Donduran (Der.), 21. Yiizyilda Bitin
Boyutlartyla Cin Halk Cumbhuriyeti 2. Cilt (Ankara: Nobel Akademik
Yayincilik): 793-826.

Cabestan, Jean-Pierre (2008), “The Taiwan issue in Europe-China relations: An
irritant more than leverage”, Shambaugh, David, Eberhard Sandschneider ve
Zhou Hong (Der.), China-Europe Relations: Perceptions, Policies and Prospects
(Oxon: Routledge): 84-101.

CGTN Tirkece (2024), “Yeni Doénemde Cin’in Reform Politikalart (1),
https://turkish.cri.cn/2024/07/12/ ARTIzZAdQyuuCIVYPWRO0OyqupJ240712.sh
tml (17.01.2025).

Detjen, Stephan (2022), “Besorgnis wegen moglicher Invasion Chinas in Taiwan
— Annalena Baerbock im Gesprach mit Stephan Detjen”, Deutschlandfunk,
https://www.deutschlandfunk.de/annalena-baerbock-china-taiwan-tuerkei-
syrien-100.html (29.10.2025).

Dieter, Heribert (2021), “A Club of Democratic Market Economies in Response
to China’s Mercantilism?”, Maihold, Giinther, Stefan Mair, Melanie Miiller,
Judith Vorrath ve Christian Wagner (Der.), German Foreign Policy in
Transition: Volatile Conditions, New Momentum (SWP Research Paper 10,
Berlin): 95-98.

Ermagan, ismail (2024), Cesitli Konular Uzerinden Yakin Dénemde Almanya
(Ankara: Nobel Akademik Yayincilik).

Federal Disisleri Bakanligt (2024), Deutschland und China: Bilaterale
Beziehungen, https://www.auswaertiges-amt.de/de/service/laender/china-
node/bilateral-200472 (08.01.2025).

Federal Ekonomi ve Enerji Bakanlig1 (2019), Schlaglichter der Wirtschaftspolitik
(Frankfurt: Druck- und Verlagshaus Zarbock).

178



Arastirma Makalesi / Research Article Alternatif Politika, 2026, 18 (2): 157-182
https://doi.org/10.53376/ap.2026.06

Federal Hiikiimet (2020), Leitlinien zum Indo-Pazifik & Deutschland-Europa-
Asien: Das 21. Jahrhundert Gemeinsam Gestalten, https://www.auswaertiges-
amt.de/resource/blob/2380500/33f97829d4f511942c241eb4602086¢1/200901-
indo-pazifik-leitlinien-1--data.pdf (07.01.2025).

Federal Hukiimet (2023), Strategy on China of the Government of the Federal
Republic of Germany, https://www.auswaertiges-
amt.de/resource/blob/2608580/49d50fecc479304c3da2e2079c55e106/ china-
strategie-en-data.pdf (10.01.2025).

Federal icisleri Bakanlig1 (2024), Stirkung der Sicherheit und technologischen
Souveranitat der deutschen 5G-Mobilfunknetze,
https://www.bmi.bund.de/SharedDocs/kurzmeldungen/DE/2024/07/5g.html
(27.10.2025).

Federal Savunma Bakanlig1 (2023), Wehrhaft. Resilient. Nachhaltig. Integrierte
Sicherheit fir Deutschland — Nationale Sicherheitsstrategie,
https://www.bmvg.de/resource/blob/5636374/38287252c5442b786ac5d0036e
bb237b/nationale-sicherheitsstrategie-data.pdf (03.09.2024).

Financial Times (2019), “Cutting-edge tech takeovers are a strategic threat to the
west”,  https://www.ft.com/content/763caede-e5ed-11e9-b8e0-026e07cbe5b4
(17.01.2025).

Frohlich, Stefan (2017), Berlin’s New Pragmatism in an Era of Radical
Uncertainty (Transatlantic =~ Academy, 2017 Paper Series, No 1),
https://www.gmfus.org/sites/default/files/Berlin%2527s%2520New%2520Pra
gmatism%?2520dited.pdf (07.09.2025).

Godehardt, Nadine (2024), The Logic of Germany’s China Policy in the
Zeitenwende (SWP Research Paper 16): 1-40.

Green, Stephen (2015), “Germany: The Reluctant Leader of the New Europe”,
The Globalist, https://www.theglobalist.com/germany-the-reluctant-leader-of-
the-new-europe/ (07.09.2025).

Gu, Xuewu (2022), Structural Power in the Global Age: Why Modernity is
Ending and Globality Prevails (Cham: Springer International Publishing).

Habermas, Jirgen (2010), “Germany’s mindset has become solipsistic”’, The
Guardian,
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2010/jun/11/germany-
normality-self-absorption (05.09.2025).

179


https://doi.org/10.53376/ap.2026.06

Dervis Fikret UNAL

Hanayi, Omirbek (2020), “Almanya’nin Hint-Pasifik Stratejisi ve Almanya-Cin
iliskilerinin Gelecegi”, Ahmet Yesevi Universitesi, Eurasian Research Institute,
https://www.eurasian-research.org/publication/almanyanin-hint-pasifik-
stratejisi-ve-almanya-cin-iliskilerinin-gelecegi/?lang=tr (07.01.2025).

Harnisch, Sebastian ve Hanns W. Maull (2001), “Introduction”, Harnisch,
Sebastian ve Hanns W. Maull (Der.), Germany as a Civilian Power? The
Foreign Policy of the Berlin Republic (Manchester: Manchester University
Press): 1-9.

Interesse, Giulia (2025), “China-Germany Economic Relations 2025: What
Merz’s Leadership Means for Trade and Investment”, China Briefing,
https://www.china-briefing.com/news/china-germany-relations-2025-merz-
leadership-trade-investment/ (12.10.2025).

Jansen, Bart (2025), “Trump predicts 'fantastic' trade deal with China to end
tariff disputes”,
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/politics/2025/10/20/trump-china-
trade-tariffs-rare-earths/86803021007/ (26.10.2025).

Kampfner, John (2020), Why the Germans do it Better: Notes from a Grown-up
Country (London: Atlantic Books).

Keyvan, Ozlem Zerrin (2019), “Cin ve Almanya: 21. Yiizyilda Kapsaml
Stratejik Ortaklik”, Bagci, Hiiseyin, ismail Ermagan ve Burak Giuimiis (Der.),
Diinya Siyasetinde Almanya 1: Tarih ve Di1s Politika (Ankara: Nobel Akademik
Yayincilik): 261-286.

Kissinger, Henry (2015), World Order: Reflections on the Character of Nations
and the Course of History (Great Britain: Penguin Books).

Kozanhan, Murat Kagan (2024), “The People’s Republic of China’s Strategy in
the Three Sea Domain: The East China Sea, South China Sea, Indian Ocean,

the US’s Struggle for Presence in This Region”, Siyasal: Journal of Political
Sciences, 33 (2): 261-276.

Kratz, Agatha, Danielle Goh, Gregor Sebastian ve Noah Barkin (2024), “Don’t
Stop Believing: The Inexorable Rise of German FDI in China”, Rhodium
Group, https://rhg.com/research/dont-stop-believin-the-inexorable-rise-of-
german-fdi-in-china/ (13.01.2025).

Kundnani, Hans (2011), “Germany as a Geo-economic power”’, The
Washington Quarterly, 34 (3): 31-45.

180



Arastirma Makalesi / Research Article Alternatif Politika, 2026, 18 (2): 157-182
https://doi.org/10.53376/ap.2026.06

Kundnani, Hans (2015), The Paradox of German Power (New York: Oxford
University Press).

Kihnhardt, Ludger (2018), The New Silk Road: The European Union, China
and Lessons Learned (ZEI Discussion Paper, C245): 1-18.

Luttwak, Edward N. (1998), “From Geopolitics to Geo-Economics: Logic of
Conflict, Grammar of Commerce”, O Tuathail, Gear6id, Simon Dalby ve Paul
Routledge (Der.), The Geopolitics Reader (London: Routledge): 125-130.

Maier, Julie (2019), “Die Nationale Industriestrategie 2030”, 2030agenda.de,
https://www.2030agenda.de/de/article/die-nationale-industriestrategie-2030
(20.01.2025).

Marsh, Sarah (2024), “Exclusive: German investment rises to record high”,
Reuters, https://www.reuters.com/markets/german-investment-china-rises-
new-record-high-2024-02-14/ (08.09.2024).

Maull, Hanns W. (2000), “Germany and the Use of Force: Still a ‘Civilian
Power’?”, Survival, 42 (2): 56-80.

Merkel, Angela (2024), Freedom: Memoirs 1954-2021 (London: Macmillan).

Merz, Friedrich (2023), Navigieren in stiirmischen Zeiten Deutsche
Sicherheitspolitik 2023 (Konrad Adenauer Vakfi Akademisi): 1-8.

Messner, Dirk (2015), “Deutschland als Gestaltungsmacht in der globalen
Nachhaltigkeitspolitik — Chancen und Herausforderungen unter den

Bedingungen ,umfassender Globalisierung“”, Zeitschrift fiir Auflen- und
Sicherheitspolitik, 8: 379-394.

NATO (2022), NATO 2022 Strategic Concept, https://www.act.nato.int/wp-
content/uploads/2023/05/290622-strategic-concept.pdf (09.03.2025).

O’Donnell, John ve Victoria Waldersee (2025), “Exclusive: Chinese buyers
interested in unwanted German Volkswagen factories, source says”, Reuters,
https://www.reuters.com/business/autos-transportation/chinese-buyers-
interested-unwanted-german-volkswagen-factories-source-says-2025-01-16/
(17.01.2025).

Resing, Volker (2025), Friedrich Merz - Sein Weg zur Macht (Freiburg: Herder).

Rosecrance, Richard (1986), The Rise of the Trading State: Commerce and
Conquest in the Modern World (New York: Basic Book, Inc.).

181


https://doi.org/10.53376/ap.2026.06

Dervis Fikret UNAL

Sakaki, Alexandra, Hanns W. Maull, Kerstin Lukner, Ellis S. Krauss ve Thomas
U. Berger (2020), Reluctant Warriors: Germany, Japan, and Their U.S. Alliance
Dilemma (Washington D.C.: The Brookings Institution).

Schollgen, Gregor ve Gerhard Schroder (2021), Letzte Chance: Warum wir jetzt
eine neue Weltordnung brauchen (Miinchen: Deutsche Verlags-Anstalt).

Sahin, Bedri (2024), Neo-Realist ve Neo-Liberal Kurumsalcilik Agisindan
Almanya’daki Kirmizi-Yesil Koalisyon Hitkiimeti'nin Giivenlik Politikalarinin
Analizi (Ankara: Gazi Kitabevi).

Tewes, Henning (2001), “How civilian? How much power? Germany and the
Eastern enlargement of NATQO”, Harnisch, Sebastian ve Hanns W. Maull
(Der.), Germany as a Civilian Power? The Foreign Policy of the Berlin Republic
(Manchester: Manchester University Press): 10-25.

Wilczynski, Jozef (1981), “Hallstein Doctrine”, An Encyclopedic Dictionary of
Marxism, Socialism and Communism (London: Palgrave).

Yimaz, Gozde (2025), “From Partners to Rivals: Normative Power Europe
Meets Normative Power China?”, Uluslararas: iliskiler Dergisi, 22 (85): 5-20.

Yiicel, Umur Tugay (2024), Amerikan Giicliniin Gerilemesi ve Yiikselen Gigler
(istanbul: Kaynak Yayinlari).

182



Arastirma Makalesi / Research Article Alternatif Politika, 2026, 18 (2): 183-206
https://doi.org/10.53376/ap.2026.07

Uy

THE CRISIS OF REPRESENTATION AND POPULISM: A
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TEMSILIN KRiZi VE POPULIZM: MOUFFE VE
ROSANVALLON UZERINDEN KARSILASTIRMALI BiR
OKUMA

irem OZGOREN KINLI"
ABSTRACT

This article offers a comparative analysis of Chantal Mouffe’s
and Pierre Rosanvallon’s approaches to populism through the
framework of democratic representation. Rather than treating
populism as a self-contained political phenomenon, the
discussion situates it within the broader transformations that
have reshaped representative institutions in contemporary
democracies. For Mouffe, populism constitutes a political
intervention aimed at bringing back into view forms of conflict
that have been depoliticised under neoliberal hegemony.
Rosanvallon, by contrast, understands populism as a
simplifying dynamic that narrows the institutional, plural and
mediated structures through which democratic representation
ordinarily operates. The article demonstrates that this
divergence illuminates a wider theoretical debate about the
limits, functioning and institutional conditions of
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representation in contemporary democratic settings. From this
perspective, populism appears less as a mere symptom of
democratic crisis than as a phenomenon that renders visible the
boundaries and structural tensions inherent in representative
politics.

Keywords: Populism, Democratic Representation, Crisis of
Representation, Political Legitimacy, Democratic Theory.

0z

Bu makale, Chantal Mouffe ve Pierre Rosanvallon’un
popillizm  yaklasimlarim1i  demokratik temsil kurami
cercevesinde karsilagtirmali olarak incelemektedir. Popiilizm
burada, tek basina bir siyasal olgu olarak degil, cagdas
demokrasilerde temsilin gecirdigi yapisal doniisiim baglaminda
ele alinmaktadir. Mouffe, popiilizmi neoliberal hegemonya
altinda depolitize edilen siyasal catigmay: yeniden goriiniir
kilmaya yonelik bir siyasal miidahale olarak yorumlarken;
Rosanvallon, popiilizmi demokratik temsilin kurumsal,
cogulcu ve aracili yapisim1 daraltan bir basitlestirme egilimi
olarak degerlendirmektedir. Makale, bu karsitligin cagdas
demokrasilerde temsilin simirlari, isleyisi ve kurumsal
kosullarina iliskin daha genis bir teorik tartismayi goriiniir
kildigin1 gostermektedir. Bu cercevede popiilizm, demokratik
temsilin krizi karsisinda ortaya ¢ikan bir semptomdan ziyade,
temsilin smirlarim1 ve kurumsal gerilimlerini goriiniir hale
getiren bir olgu olarak ele alinmaktadur.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Popiilizm, Demokratik Temsil, Temsil
Krizi, Siyasal Mesruiyet, Demokratik Kuram.

INTRODUCTION

The rise of populism has become a defining feature of contemporary politics,
challenging the stability of liberal democracies worldwide. This article treats this
development not simply as a reaction to economic dislocation, but as a symptom
of a deeper transformation in the mechanisms of political representation through
which demands are mediated, authorised, and translated into representative
politics. This shift is best understood in light of the 2008 financial crisis, which
exposed structural tensions within the neoliberal order, including widening

184



Arastirma Makalesi / Research Article Alternatif Politika, 2026, 18 (2): 183-206
https://doi.org/10.53376/ap.2026.07

inequality, austerity-driven governance, and the growing insulation of political
decision-making from popular pressures. These economic pressures also had
important political consequences. Over time, mainstream parties grew
increasingly similar in their policy agendas, leaving voters with a narrower range
of policy choices. Yet the economic crisis was merely the catalyst for a more
profound crisis of representation. As mainstream governing parties weakened
their links to society and became more state-centred, the gap between citizens and
politics widened. These developments have led some scholars to speak of a wider
“populist moment” in contemporary democracies (Mouffe), while others describe
the consolidation of a broader “populist age” marked by deep transformations in
the representative model (Rosanvallon). Rather than choosing between these
diagnoses, this article argues that the tension between them exposes a fundamental
disagreement over what political representation can and cannot achieve under
contemporary democratic conditions.

Populist leaders construct a sharp divide between a unified and virtuous
‘people’ and a political elite they depict as self-interested, and on this basis claim
that only they can speak for the ‘true will’ of the people. This mode of populist
rhetoric has been mobilised in several Western democracies by movements
appealing to voters who feel economically or culturally ‘left behind’. In parts of
Central and Eastern Europe and the broader Global South, it has often been
associated with majoritarian forms of governance that pair nationalist
assertiveness with an unmediated link to the electorate, often at the expense of
liberal checks and balances. What is at stake in this construction, however, is not
merely a rhetorical strategy but a competing conception of how political
legitimacy is generated and sustained.

Conceptually, however, the concept of populism itself remains notoriously
contested. The term is used to describe a wide range of political actors and
contexts, carries predominantly negative connotations in public debate, and has
generated competing analytical definitions within the academic literature.
Laclau’s (2005: x1, 18-19, 153) intervention is particularly significant in this
respect, as it reframes populism not as a deviation from democratic politics but as
one of the fundamental logics through which collective identities and political
frontiers are constructed. Mouffe’s later work radicalises this insight by framing
left populism as a democratic response to the post-democratic condition produced
by neoliberal hegemony, and as a way of restoring equality, popular sovereignty,
and the agonistic character of democratic politics (Mouffe, 2018: 35-36, 40, 68, 79;
Laclau and Mouffe, 1985: 114, 193). Contemporary populism research has
approached this debate from different angles, including ideational, discursive, and
democratic-theoretical perspectives. Authors such as Bonikowski (2017) have
emphasised the analytical diversity of populism as a concept, while Urbinati
(2019) and Vergara (2020) have drawn attention to its implications for
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representative democracy, plebiscitarian leadership, and constitutional mediation.
A broader line of debate has also focused more directly on the relationship
between populism and democracy; in this respect, Abts and Rummens (2007)
remain particularly important for clarifying the tension between populist claims to
popular unity and the pluralist structure of democratic politics. Situating Mouffe
and Rosanvallon within this broader literature helps clarify that their disagreement
1s not simply about populism as a political style or strategy, but about the
democratic conditions under which representation, legitimacy, and “the people”
can be articulated.

To clarify how these developments have altered the relationship between
citizens and democratic institutions, two recent interventions are especially
instructive: Pierre Rosanvallon’s account of populism as a crisis tendency within
representative democracy (Rosanvallon, 2020: 145-166), and Chantal Mouffe’s
counter-position, which sees left populism not as a democratic threat but as a way
of channelling contemporary forms of resistance to the post-democratic neoliberal
order towards a more egalitarian democratic project (Mouffe, 2018: 39-58, 79-86;
Laclau and Mouffe, 1985: 114, 193). The contrast between these two approaches
raises a central question: what does their disagreement reveal about the
contemporary crisis of representation, and how might their competing diagnoses
help us better understand the relationship between populism and democracy?
Rather than positing two incompatible logics of representation, this article argues
that Mouffe and Rosanvallon articulate two different conceptions of
representative democracy and two contrasting ways of understanding the
relationship between populism, political conflict, and institutional mediation
under contemporary conditions. To address this question, the article develops a
comparative conceptual analysis of how each theorist interprets representation,
the dynamics of conflict, and the possibilities for democratic renewal.

Despite the growing body of work on populism, the relationship between
populist politics and democratic representation has seldom been examined
through a systematic comparison of Mouffe’s and Rosanvallon’s positions.
Existing studies tend to engage with each author separately. Cunha and Cassimiro
(2022), for example, offer a valuable reconstruction of Rosanvallon’s theory of
populism as a form of “polarised democracy”, but they treat Mouffe only
indirectly and do not pursue the deeper theoretical implications of the contrast
between their approaches. Conversely, Cervera-Marzal (2022) clarifies several
widespread misreadings of Mouffe, particularly with regard to her understanding
of leadership and democratic conflict, yet does not develop a sustained
engagement with Rosanvallon’s critique of populist simplification. As a result, the
theoretical stakes of their disagreement remain under-theorised, particularly with
regard to the limits of democratic representation under conditions of populist
mobilisation. This article addresses this gap by placing their arguments in direct
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dialogue and by showing how their different conceptions of “the people”, political
conflict and institutional mediation bring the stakes of the contemporary
populism—democracy debate into sharper focus.

Methodologically, the article develops a comparative conceptual analysis
based on close readings of Mouffe’s and Rosanvallon’s major works, supported by
selected secondary literature on populism, representation, and democratic theory.
This allows the identification not only of the main lines along which their
arguments diverge, but also of the shared analytical terrain on which their debates
take shape. In addition to its comparative conceptual focus, the analysis also
incorporates an evaluative dimension, by examining how each author understands
the democratic possibilities and risks associated with the current populist turn.
Rather than seeking a full synthesis between these approaches, the comparative
reading is used as a diagnostic tool to bring into view the tensions and limits within
competing conceptions of representative democracy. The following section,
therefore, sets out the wider theoretical context for these discussions, focusing on
the major strands in contemporary populism research, the different
understandings of democracy that inform them, and the frictions these generate
within contemporary representative regimes.

1. THEORETICAL BACKGROUND: THE POPULISM-
DEMOCRACY NEXUS

Several distinct strands of scholarship have shaped recent debates on the
relationship between populism and democracy, each advancing a different
understanding of what populism is and how it relates to representative institutions.
This section reviews the principal approaches that organise debates on populism
and democracy—populism as a thin-centred ideology, a political style, a discursive
logic, and a moralised form of anti-pluralism—and shows how they rest on
different assumptions about political representation, conflict, and mediation,
thereby clarifying the contrast between Mouffe and Rosanvallon.

Mudde and Kaltwasser treat populism, first of all, as a thin-centred ideology
that divides society into two homogeneous and antagonistic camps — “the pure
people” and “the corrupt elite” — and demands that politics be the unmediated
expression of the people’s will. Within this framework, anti-elitism is not
incidental but constitutive: populist actors claim to embody the only authentic
voice of the people and set this against self-serving, unrepresentative elites
(Mudde, 2004: 543; Mudde and Kaltwasser, 2017: 11-16). They also emphasise
the ideological thinness of populism, understood as its capacity to attach itself to
a wide range of “host” ideologies on both the right and the left, a feature that
reflects its appeal to an undifferentiated people and its avoidance of programmatic
specificity that might expose internal divisions (Mudde and Kaltwasser, 2017: 6-
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7). This exclusive claim to represent “the people” carries clear anti-pluralist
implications, insofar as populism tends to deny the legitimacy of rival political
voices and to reject a genuinely pluralist understanding of democratic competition
(Mudde and Kaltwasser, 2017: 7-8, 81). Finally, they locate the main point of
tension not in democracy as such, but in the liberal-constitutional components of
contemporary democratic systems, evident in populism’s suspicion of
intermediary institutions and its recurrent hostility to constitutional adjudication
and judicial review, which are portrayed as illegitimate constraints on popular
sovereignty (Mudde and Kaltwasser, 2017: 81-82, 116-117). This understanding
foregrounds a conception of democracy in which representation is reduced to
immediacy, leaving little room for institutional mediation or pluralist
contestation.

Moffitt departs from ideational accounts by approaching populism not as a
coherent ideology but as a political style, defined by a repertoire of performative
practices through which leaders seek to present themselves as the authentic voice
of “the people” (Moffitt, 2016: 24-30; Moffitt and Tormey, 2014: 386-391). At the
centre of this style is the active construction and dramatisation of crisis: populist
actors do not merely respond to crises but routinely frame and intensify them in
ways that heighten political urgency and sharpen polarisation (Moffitt, 2016: 45-
67). This performative repertoire rests on leader-centred communication,
emotional expressiveness and a sharpened “us—them” distinction, which function
less as ideological commitments than as stylistic techniques (Moffitt, 2016: 48-59;
Moffitt and Tormey, 2014: 394-396). Moffitt further argues that the mediatisation
of contemporary politics provides a particularly favourable environment for this
style, insofar as media logics privilege dramatic, personalised and affectively
charged performances (Moffitt, 2016: 84-100). From this perspective, the
relationship between populism and democracy is located not primarily at the level
of institutions or programmes, but within the communicative dynamics through
which political representation is enacted (Moffitt, 2016: 113-125). From the
perspective of this article, the significance of the stylistic approach lies less in its
descriptive power than in how it shifts attention from institutional mediation to
the performative enactment of political representation.

Laclau conceptualises populism as a distinctive political logic rooted in the
articulation of heterogeneous social demands into a shared political project
(Laclau, 2005: x-xi, 224, 232). The underlying theoretical premise of this
conception is anti-essentialist: because society can never achieve full closure or a
final fixation of meaning, political identities cannot be read off from a pre-given
social order but must be discursively constructed (Laclau, 2005: x, 94, 224, 232).
At the heart of this logic lies the claim that “the people” is not a sociological given
but a discursively constituted subject, formed through the linking of disparate
demands within an equivalential chain (Laclau, 2005: 93, 224). This process rests
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on the construction of a line of political division (Laclau, 2005: 74, 93, 123).
Populism names the moment when dispersed grievances are brought into a
common political frame and condensed into a broader collective identity (Laclau,
2005: 74, 93). Central to this operation is the empty signifier—most clearly “the
people’—whose unifying force derives from the partial suspension of fixed
particular content and its capacity to represent the chain as a whole (Laclau, 2005:
70, 96, 123, 171, 232). On this view, populism is not a deviation from democratic
norms, but one of the mechanisms through which political demands are
reorganised and the boundaries of representation are redrawn. It is precisely this
conception of populism as a logic of articulation that Mouffe later reworks into a
normative project aimed at reconfiguring democratic conflict under neoliberal
conditions.

Miiller shifts the emphasis away from ideological or stylistic accounts and
towards the claim to exclusive moral representation that, in his view, distinguishes
populism from other forms of democratic representation (Miiller, 2016: 19-20, 39-
40). At the centre of this claim lies the idea that populists speak not for one part of
society but for the people as a whole — “the 100 per cent” (Miller, 2016: 3-4, 20-
22). Those who fall outside this constructed unity can then be cast as not properly
belonging to the people at all, which is precisely what gives populism its anti-
pluralist character (Miller, 2016: 3-4, 19-24). Such a claim is difficult to reconcile
with democratic arrangements that presuppose the coexistence of free and equal
citizens holding divergent views (Miiller, 2016: 3-4). The same logic also informs
how political opposition is treated: rivals are not seen as legitimate competitors
but as “enemies of the people” whose presence is taken to undermine the authentic
popular will (Miiller, 2016: 3-4, 39-40). Miller’s concern is not limited to the
language through which populist claims are articulated. He is equally interested
in what happens when such claims are carried into government practice (Miller,
2016: 4-5). In his account, populist actors who present themselves as the sole
representatives of the people tend, once in office, to treat political institutions as
instruments to be secured rather than as arenas of plural contestation (Miller,
2016: 57, 63-66). This is visible in recurrent attempts to bring key state bodies
under political control, often justified as necessary expressions of the people’s will
(Miiller, 2016: 65-66). Still, for Miiller, they illustrate a more profound difficulty:
the strain that exclusive claims to representation place on the pluralist foundations
of democratic politics (Miiller, 2016: 3-5, 57, 63-66). Miiller’s critique thus centres
on the moral closure of representation, a concern that resonates strongly with
Rosanvallon’s diagnosis of populism as a pathology of democratic mediation
(Rosanvallon, 2020: 145-166).

Much of the contemporary literature reflects an unresolved tension in how
populism is situated within democratic theory. On the one hand, Urbinati notes
that some contemporary readers see populism as a legitimate claim to power by
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“the ordinary many” and even as an opportunity to rejuvenate democracy
(Urbinati, 2019: 2, 19-20). On the other hand, she argues that populism in power
tends to turn elections into plebiscites or acclamations, weaken mediating
institutions, and narrow the space for plural judgement and institutional scrutiny
(Urbinati, 2019: 7-8, 191-192). What follows from this tension is not a simple
verdict for or against populism, but a disagreement about how far democratic
representation can absorb conflict without eroding political plurality. Across these
accounts, the people are repeatedly invoked as a unified subject, yet the
consequences of this move for democratic life are interpreted in markedly different
ways. This spectrum provides the context in which the divergence between Mouffe
and Rosanvallon becomes analytically significant, since each offers a different
assessment of whether the populist rearticulation of “the people” can deepen
democratic life or instead signals a distortion of the representative model. A
comparable tendency can be identified in earlier populist imaginaries that treated
“the people” as a morally unified and immediately knowable subject.' This offers
a historical counterpoint that sharpens Rosanvallon’s claim that modern
representation depends on mediation and cannot rest on any direct embodiment
of a pre-given social whole.

2. CHANTAL MOUFFE: LEFT POPULISM AND AGONISTIC
DEMOCRACY

Chantal Mouffe’s contribution to contemporary democratic theory is
centred on the claim that modern politics cannot be understood without
recognising the constitutive role of conflict. Drawing on her long-standing
collaboration with Ernesto Laclau, she rejects both the liberal aspiration to
rational consensus and the widespread tendency to treat populism as a deviation
from democratic norms. Instead, she argues that political identities take shape
through processes of articulation, that antagonism is intrinsic to the political, and
that democracy depends on institutions capable of transforming antagonism into
agonism—that is, into a form of contestation among adversaries who accept the
legitimacy of each other’s claims. These premises inform her recent formulation
of left populism, which she presents as a strategy for mobilising democratic
energies in response to what she describes as the depoliticising effects of neoliberal
hegemony. The following section examines the theoretical framework of Mouffe’s
project, first by setting out its conceptual foundations and then by turning to its
expression in her account of left populism and agonistic democracy. At the same
time, this emphasis on conflict carries implications for how democratic

I A useful early example is the nineteenth-century Russian Narodnik movement, which idealised
the narod (‘people’ or ‘nation’ in English) as an authentic and morally unified social subject that
could be directly known and politically invoked without strong mediating institutions (Volkov,
1982: 91-94). The comparison is not one of historical equivalence, but of a similar representational
imaginary.
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representation is understood, particularly regarding the role of institutions in
mediating political divisions.

Hegemony, Conflict, and Political Articulation

The starting point of Mouffe’s project lies in the theory of hegemony she
developed with Ernesto Laclau, in which political identities are understood not as
the expression of pre-given social interests, but as the contingent outcome of
discursive practices of articulation. In Hegemony and Socialist Strategy, Laclau and
Mouffe argue that the social field is marked by a constitutive incompleteness that
prevents any final fixation of meaning, thereby opening a space for hegemonic
practices (Laclau and Moulffe, 1985: 111-115, 134-135). Within this framework,
social demands acquire political significance only insofar as they are linked
through practices of articulation organised around particular key points that give
them a provisional fixation on meaning (Laclau and Mouffe, 1985: 113-114, 135).
Laclau later develops this line of reasoning in On Populist Reason, where he
conceptualises populism as a political logic that unifies heterogeneous demands
into an equivalential chain, constructing “the people” as a political subject
(Laclau, 2005: x1, 18-19, 93, 121). The term that anchors this chain functions as
an empty signifier, whose unifying capacity derives from its lack of fixed semantic
content (Laclau, 2005: 171). Through such acts of naming—illustrated in Laclau’s
discussion of the Italian Communist Party and the construction of “the people”—
a fragmented set of grievances is condensed into a coherent political identity
(Laclau, 2005: 182-183). This understanding of hegemony and articulation
provides the conceptual foundation for Mouffe’s later formulation of left
populism, in which the formation of collective identities is treated as an inherently
political and contingent process rather than as the reflection of stable social
categories. In line with the purposes of this article, the importance of this
framework lies less in its ontological claims— namely that society lacks final
closure, identities are discursively and contingently constituted, and antagonism
1s constitutive of the political— than in how it informs Mouffe’s understanding of
representation as a contingent and conflictual process.

The Left Populist Strategy

Mouftfe situates the emergence of left populism within what she describes as
the long crisis of neoliberal hegemony. In her later work, she argues that the
convergence of centre-left and centre-right parties around a post-political
consensus has narrowed the space of democratic contestation, deprived citizens of
real alternatives, and created fertile terrain for right-wing populism, while also
opening a space for a left populist strategy capable of re-politicising the public
sphere (Mouffe, 2018: 4-5; 2005: 65-69). Drawing on a Schmittian understanding
of the political, she maintains that collective identities are constituted through
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we/they distinctions and that antagonism remains an ever-present possibility, so
democracy cannot be grounded in the elimination of conflict through rational
consensus (Mouffe, 2005: 10-11, 15-18; 2000: 12-13, 100-103). Yet, against
Schmitt’s friend/enemy conclusion, Mouffe argues that the democratic task is to
construct political frontiers in ways that transform enemies into adversaries within
a shared symbolic space, organised around a conflictual consensus on liberty and
equality (Mouffe, 2000: 12-13, 111-112; 2005: 19-21, 29-31). From this
perspective, a renewed democratic project must articulate a collective will and
establish a chain of equivalence among democratic demands so as to challenge
neoliberal hegemony while remaining committed to agonistic pluralism and the
radicalisation of democracy (Mouffe, 2013: 7-9, 22-25).

More specifically, Mouffe’s distinctive contribution lies in how she
conceptualises the construction of “the people” as a democratic and hegemonic
practice. For Mouffe (2018: 62-63), “the people” is not an empirical referent or a
sociological category, but a political construction that emerges through the
articulation of democratic demands and the formation of collective identifications.
Here Mouffe explicitly builds on Laclau’s formulation in On Populist Reason,
particularly his account of how “the people” functions as an empty signifier
capable of unifying disparate demands (Laclau, 2005: 72, 94-95, 171). Yet Moufte
departs from Laclau by emphasising the normative direction of this construction:
a left populist frontier must oppose neoliberal sedimentations while remaining
inclusive and committed to democratic pluralism, rather than defining the people
in ethnic, moralised or exclusionary terms.? On this view, left populism is a
hegemonic practice aimed at transforming antagonism into an agonistic
confrontation that widens the horizon of equality and social justice.

Another key dimension of Mouffe’s approach concerns the role of political
passions in sustaining political identification. Challenging the common view that
democratic politics should rely solely on rational deliberation, she argues that
mobilisation 1s always shaped by passion—understood not as impulse but as the
affective commitment that links individuals to a shared political project. Any
successful hegemonic project must therefore channel such passions towards
democratic ends. This position builds on Laclau’s earlier claim that affect is
constitutive of political subjectivity, since empty signifiers become effective nodal
points only when they attract strong emotional attachments (Laclau, 2005: 110-

”

2 Critics have nevertheless argued that populist constructions of “the people,” including those
defended in more democratic or left-populist terms, may slide towards anti-pluralist or moralised
forms of opposition if the distinction between adversary and enemy is not institutionally and
normatively sustained. For representative critiques along these lines, see Abts and Rummens
(2007), Miiller (2016), and Urbinati (2019).
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111, 119, 169-170, 249). * Mouffe further develops this argument in Agonistics,
where she insists that under neoliberal and post-political conditions the problem
is not the disappearance of political passions but the absence of democratic
channels through which they can be expressed. When agonistic forms of
identification are blocked, passions are denied a democratic outlet and tend
instead to be rearticulated through nationalist, religious, or exclusionary forms.
The task of a left-populist strategy is therefore not to suppress affect but to mobilise
frustration, indignation, and hope towards democratic ends by constructing
collective forms of identification around egalitarian objectives (Mouffe, 2013: 12—
13). In this sense, the construction of “the people” is not merely a rhetorical device
of mobilisation but part of the representative constitution of a collective political
subject under conditions in which existing institutions no longer offer real
alternatives or adequate voice (Moufte, 2013).

Alongside the affective dimension of hegemony, Mouffe assigns a central
place to political leadership, a point that has often been misunderstood in the
secondary literature. Some critics have taken this emphasis to suggest a drift
towards a Schmittian conception of decisive authority. Yet this reading overlooks
the precise way in which Mouffe reworks, rather than adopts, Schmitt’s
understanding of the political. For Schmitt, the political is defined by the friend—
enemy distinction and by the sovereign power to decide in moments of exception.
Mouffe draws on Schmitt’s conflictual understanding of the political but rejects
the friend—enemy logic as a basis for democratic politics, together with its
decisionist and exclusionary implications. Leadership within a left-populist
project is not an expression of unaccountable personal power but a necessary
moment of political articulation within a broader hegemonic strategy. Leadership
gives symbolic form to dispersed demands so that actors can recognise themselves
as part of a shared political project (Mouffe, 2018: 70).* As Cervera-Marzal (2022)
also shows, accusations of Schmittianism often rest on reductive readings of her
work; far from rejecting representative democracy, Mouffe explicitly distances
herself from Schmitt’s claim that liberalism and democracy are fundamentally
incompatible. Her position, therefore, diverges sharply from Schmitt’s

3 Here affect should be understood in a Laclauian, not merely psychological, sense. For Laclau,
affect is not external to discourse but is constituted through the differential cathexes of a signifying
chain; hegemonic signifiers become politically effective only through radical investment, and
naming functions as the retroactive quilting of an otherwise unstable discursive field—close to the
Lacanian point de capiton. In that sense, the construction of “the people” depends on cathectic
investment in empty or hegemonic signifiers that partially fix meaning and organise identification
(Laclau, 2005: 110-111, 119, 181, 249; Laclau and Mouffe, 1985: 112, 135).

4 Moulffe’s understanding of affect and political identification here is closely tied to Laclau’s
discourse theory and its Lacanian inflection. Collective identities are not pre-given, but are partially
fixed through hegemonic articulation, as dispersed social demands are linked into a chain of
equivalence around nodal points; in this sense, the Lacanian notion of point de capiton (quilting
point) helps explain how political meaning is provisionally stabilised.
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decisionism. Rather than grounding politics in an enemy relation culminating in
sovereign exclusion, Mouffe (2000: 80-107) seeks to transform antagonism into
agonism, so that adversaries confront one another within a shared democratic
space while recognising the legitimacy of their mutual presence. Leadership, in
this sense, becomes not a suspension of democracy but a mechanism through
which democratic identification is mobilised and sustained.

This transformation, however, is not secured by the conflictual character of
the political alone. In Mouffe’s framework, agonistic contestation depends on a
shared ethico-political commitment to democratic principles, together with
institutions capable of channelling conflict without turning opponents into
enemies. The passage from antagonism to agonism should therefore be
understood not as something automatically guaranteed, but as a fragile democratic
accomplishment sustained through hegemonic practices, institutional mediation,
and the mutual recognition of opponents as legitimate adversaries.

Agonistic Democracy: Conflict, Pluralism and Democratic Contestation

For Mouffe, conflict is not a contingent failure of democratic politics but one
of its constitutive conditions. Agonistic democracy, in Mouffe’s sense, denotes the
transformation of antagonism—where opponents are treated as enemies—into
agonism, a mode of political contestation among legitimate adversaries. Against
liberal and deliberative models that seek democratic stability through rational
consensus and the neutralisation of disagreement, Mouffe argues that such
approaches obscure the hegemonic and conflictual character of political orders
and thereby misrecognise the nature of the political itself. Because every social
order rests on exclusions and power relations that cannot be fully reconciled,
democracy cannot be understood as the achievement of a definitive agreement. Its
task 1s instead to provide legitimate institutions and practices through which
conflict can be expressed in an agonistic rather than antagonistic form. Mouffe
therefore distinguishes antagonism, in which political opponents are treated as
enemies to be destroyed, from agonism, in which adversaries recognise one
another as legitimate participants in a shared political space despite enduring
disagreement. Crucially, she offers no final guarantee that this transformation will
hold once and for all: antagonism remains an ever-present possibility. What
sustains agonistic democracy, in her view, is a conflictual consensus around the
ethico-political principles of liberty and equality, together with the presence of
democratic channels through which dissent can be confronted without turning
opponents into enemies (Mouffe, 2000: 12-13, 100-103; 2005: 2-5, 19-21, 29-31).

Crucially, agonism does not rest on any shared substantive consensus
regarding political ends. What adversaries share is not a common vision of the
good, but a commitment to sustaining their struggle within democratically
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constituted limits. In this sense, agonistic democracy institutionalises conflict
without neutralising its stakes, enabling competing hegemonic projects to confront
one another while preserving the conditions of political pluralism. It does not aim
to dissolve conflict but to provide institutional and symbolic frameworks for
legitimate contestation. By criticising consensus-oriented liberalism, Mouffe
reasserts the centrality of political struggle to democratic life and insists that
democratic vitality depends on the visible articulation of competing projects rather
than on their premature reconciliation (Mouffe, 2005: 10-34). While agonistic
democracy offers a powerful response to the depoliticisation of contemporary
politics, it also rests on a conception of representation that prioritises conflictual
articulation over the stabilising role of institutional mediation.

3. PIERRE ROSANVALLON: REPRESENTATION, MEDIATION
AND DEMOCRATIC COMPLEXITY

Pierre Rosanvallon approaches populism from a different angle than
Mouffe. Rather than treating it as a strategy for re-politicising democracy, he
analyses populism as a response to the long-term erosion of representative
mediation in complex societies. His work therefore shifts attention from political
mobilisation to the institutional, historical and social conditions under which
democratic legitimacy is produced and contested.

Democratic Representation as a Multidimensional Structure

Rosanvallon’s account of democratic representation begins from the premise
that modern democracy cannot be reduced to the electoral expression of popular
sovereignty alone. He argues that representative government rests on a plurality
of sources of legitimacy rather than a single electoral mandate, and he reconstructs
these sources as three complementary dimensions: impartiality, proximity, and
reflexivity (Rosanvallon, 2008). Impartiality refers to the role of independent
institutions capable of embodying a general interest that transcends partisan
conflict; proximity designates the growing democratic demand for institutions that
remain attentive and responsive to ordinary experience; and reflexivity captures
the expectation that representative institutions adequately reflect the complexity,
diversity and evolving structure of contemporary societies. This framework builds
on Rosanvallon’s earlier argument that the “people” cannot be directly present in
modern politics, since political equality requires an abstract conception of
individuals at the cost of a disincorporation of the social body (Rosanvallon, 1998:
12, 19). Democratic representation thus operates through institutional
mechanisms that give political form to social plurality rather than mirroring a pre-
existing collective subject (Rosanvallon, 1998: 22). Rosanvallon further argues
that democratic legitimacy today cannot rest on electoral authorisation alone but
depends on the ongoing capacity of institutions to justify their exercise of power
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and sustain public confidence beyond the moment of election (Rosanvallon, 2015:
252, 297, 341-342). Taken together, these elements form what Rosanvallon
conceptualises as a multidimensional structure of democratic representation, in
which legitimacy is dispersed across several complementary registers rather than
concentrated in a single majoritarian source. Rosanvallon’s account cannot be
reduced to a deliberative or procedural model of democracy centred on rational
consensus. In this respect, unlike Habermasian approaches that privilege
communicative agreement, his framework emphasises reflexivity, proximity, and
the dispersed practices through which power is monitored, contested, and
corrected. More broadly, Rosanvallon’s approach is anchored in a historically
informed reflection on democratic representation and legitimacy, one that links
popular sovereignty to institutional mediation and extra-electoral forms of
oversight rather than to the direct embodiment of a unified people.

For Rosanvallon, this multidimensional configuration of democratic
representation has become increasingly fragile as traditional mechanisms of
representative democracy have eroded over time. He traces this erosion to a long
historical process in which citizens have gradually shifted from trusting authorised
representatives to exercising more diffuse and vigilant forms of democratic power,
conceptualised as counter-democracy (Rosanvallon, 2006). Practices of
surveillance, denunciation, and public evaluation initially functioned as
correctives that complemented representative institutions, but their expansion has
progressively destabilised the very sources of legitimacy on which representation
depends. This development has been reinforced by the weakening of intermediary
bodies such as political parties, trade unions, and civic associations, which
previously structured the relationship between citizens and the state (Rosanvallon,
2008). As these mediating institutions have declined, electoral authorisation has
increasingly lost its capacity to generate sustained belief in political authority. The
resulting gap between citizens and governing institutions, therefore, reflects not
merely a crisis of confidence, but a more profound structural transformation of the
representative model itself—one that populism does not originate but rather
exposes and intensifies by offering an illusory promise of immediacy and unity.
For Rosanvallon, however, this does not imply dispensing with “the people,” but
rethinking it as a plural and mediated democratic presence rather than a unitary
subject of direct representation (Rosanvallon, 1998: 12, 19, 22; 2020: 145-166).
For Rosanvallon, this erosion does not point towards a return to immediacy or
plebiscitary shortcuts but instead underscores the need to attend more closely to
the plural and mediated processes through which democratic legitimacy is
generated (Rosanvallon, 2006; 2008; 2020). In this view, weakened democratic
institutions are renewed not by the direct self-expression of a unified people, but
through the dispersed agency of citizens, intermediary bodies, and oversight
institutions that subject power to scrutiny, public judgement, and revision over
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time. From this perspective, populism appears less as a source of democratic
renewal than as a symptom of the weakening of those mediating structures
through which democratic legitimacy is ordinarily produced. In analytical terms,
this model treats democratic representation not primarily as a problem of political
mobilisation, but as a question of how legitimacy is reconstituted through layered
and institutionally mediated democratic practices.

Populism as a Simplification of Democratic Representation

Rosanvallon’s starting point is the claim that populism represents not simply
a new style of political mobilisation but a systematic simplification of the
democratic process. Contemporary democracies, he argues, are inherently
mediated systems in which representation operates through multiple electoral,
institutional and social channels that cannot be reduced to a single expression of
a unified popular will (Rosanvallon, 2008). Populism challenges this structure by
presenting political mediation not as a constitutive feature of democratic life but
as an illegitimate obstacle to popular sovereignty. Rosanvallon characterises this
orientation as a drive towards a simplified conception of democracy, in which
representative institutions, intermediary bodies and counter-majoritarian
mechanisms are recast as artificial constraints imposed by distant elites
(Rosanvallon, 2020). What is lost in this process is the plural and multi-layered
character of democratic legitimacy—its reliance on institutional differentiation,
judgement and mediation (Rosanvallon, 2008; 2020). Populism thus reduces
democracy to the immediate expression of an undivided people, weakening the
mediations through which democratic representation becomes possible.
Rosanvallon’s critique thus rests on the assumption that democratic representation
necessarily depends on complexity, differentiation and temporal mediation, all of
which are flattened by populist appeals to immediacy.

A central dimension of this democratic simplification, in Rosanvallon’s
account, is the homogenisation of the people. Whereas modern democracies rest
on the recognition that society is composed of diverse and often conflicting social
worlds, populism constructs “the people” as a single and morally unified subject
whose will is treated as immediately knowable (Rosanvallon, 1998). This
construction suppresses the structural heterogeneity of contemporary societies—
differences of class, gender, geography and experience that render any notion of a
fully consolidated people analytically untenable (Rosanvallon, 1998: 12, 19).
Rosanvallon describes this operation as a process of homogenisation through
which internal plurality is erased to sustain the claim that populist leaders alone
embody the authentic general will (Rosanvallon, 2020). The result 1s a narrowing
of the representative space, as voices that do not conform to the populist
construction of the people are marginalised or dismissed as illegitimate. This
stands in contrast to Rosanvallon’s conception of democratic life as requiring
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sustained attention to those rendered socially invisible or voiceless, whose
experiences resist incorporation into a unitary political identity (Rosanvallon,
2014). In Rosanvallon’s account, the simplification that characterises much
populist reasoning does more than overlook social diversity; it limits the ability of
democratic institutions to register and work with that diversity. Populist projects,
he argues, seek to bypass the institutional and temporal procedures through which
democratic legitimacy is normally formed and revised, and replace them with
claims to an immediate and unified popular will (Rosanvallon, 2008; 2020). The
issue is not only that some groups become less visible, but that the institutional
and temporal structures that allow social plurality to be represented are set aside.
Taken together, these arguments lead Rosanvallon to view democratic
representation as a fragile arrangement that depends on mediation and on time—
conditions that stand in clear tension with populist strategies centred on
immediacy and continuous mobilisation.

Complex Democracy and the Limits of Majoritarian Representation

Rosanvallon does not approach democracy simply as a system of electoral
authorisation. He is concerned, more broadly, with how modern democracies
organise representation in societies marked by social diversity and growing
distance between citizens and political institutions. Elections continue to play a
central role in his account of democracy, but he is sceptical of the idea that
electoral authorisation alone can sustain democratic legitimacy over time. In
complex societies, he suggests, the trust placed in representative institutions
depends on a wider set of expectations than those captured by periodic voting. As
noted above, this broader account of legitimacy encompasses dimensions such as
impartiality, proximity, and reflexivity, as well as practices of civic vigilance and
public scrutiny that operate beyond the electoral moment and address some of the
limits of representative authorisation (Rosanvallon, 2006; 2008).

In this framework, impartiality occupies a vital place. Rosanvallon argues
that democratic authority has always rested on more than majority rule, and that
institutions capable of maintaining a degree of neutrality and distance from
partisan competition play a stabilising role in democratic life (Rosanvallon, 2008).
Bodies such as constitutional courts, regulatory agencies, and independent
oversight institutions matter not because they stand above politics, but because
they introduce forms of judgement that are less directly tied to shifting electoral
majorities. Rosanvallon is wary of populist arguments that treat such institutions
as illegitimate constraints imposed by distant elites. From his perspective,
impartiality helps to secure basic expectations of equality before the law, protect
minority claims, and lend continuity to public decision-making. Practices of
vigilance, evaluation, and public scrutiny, which he discusses elsewhere,
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complement this role by responding to the limits of electoral authorisation without
displacing it (Rosanvallon, 2006).

Rosanvallon treats proximity and reflexivity as further dimensions of
legitimacy whose importance has grown as democratic societies have become
more complex. By proximity, he does not refer to the emotional closeness often
cultivated by populist leaders, but to institutional arrangements that keep public
authority attentive to ordinary experience and socially accessible. In this sense,
proximity concerns forms of engagement through which institutions allow citizens
to recognise themselves within the political order (Rosanvallon, 2008). Reflexivity
refers to something different: the capacity of democratic institutions to
acknowledge their own limits and to revise their practices in response to criticism
and conflict. Representation, in this view, appears less as a settled structure than
as a process that remains open to adjustment as social conditions change. Where
populist rhetoric tends to equate responsiveness with the immediate expression of
a unified popular will, Rosanvallon emphasises the mediated forms of
interaction—such as dialogue and institutional learning—through which
democratic authority is built and maintained over time.

These concerns reappear in Rosanvallon’s discussion of counter-democracy,
which he defines as the range of practices through which citizens monitor and
contest public power outside elections. Such practices include ongoing forms of
surveillance exercised by journalists, civil society organisations, and social
movements, as well as moments of interdiction, when collective mobilisation
seeks to block or delay particular decisions (Rosanvallon, 2006). He also draws
attention to practices of public judgement, through which governments and
policies are assessed across different arenas. Rather than treating these activities
as signs of democratic breakdown, he understands them as ways of responding to
the limits of electoral representation by keeping power exposed to scrutiny
between elections.

Rosanvallon is careful to distinguish practices such as scrutiny, protest, and
public judgement from forms of anti-democratic resistance. While these activities
are often interpreted as signs of distrust, he treats them instead as characteristic
features of contemporary democratic engagement. In his view, modern citizenship
cannot be reduced to periodic acts of electoral choice, since the complexity of
social life generates demands and conflicts that extend well beyond the electoral
moment (Rosanvallon, 2006). Practices associated with counter-democracy
therefore provide ways of holding political authority to account between elections,
through forms of oversight that remain dispersed but politically consequential. In
this respect, Rosanvallon departs from liberal-deliberative frameworks,
particularly Habermasian models, which tend to privilege communicative
justification and the rational testing of claims in the public sphere. By contrast, he
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emphasises the dispersed, conflictual, and extra-electoral practices through which
democratic legitimacy is continuously monitored, challenged, and corrected. This
understanding stands in contrast to populist framings of extra-electoral
contestation, which tend to dismiss such practices as illegitimate challenges to a
singular popular will. For Rosanvallon, however, it is through these non-
majoritarian forms of engagement that democratic life remains open to
contestation and revision over time.

A related concern appears in Rosanvallon’s discussion of invisibility. He
notes that large segments of society—such as precarious workers and care
providers—are only weakly reflected in existing systems of representation, even
though public decisions have a direct impact on their daily lives (Rosanvallon,
2014). Where such experiences fail to find a stable place within representative
frameworks, claims to speak in the name of “the people” become correspondingly
fragile. Representation, in this sense, depends on institutional capacities to register
social differences and render them politically intelligible. He is sceptical that
populist appeals to a unified people can address this difficulty in any sustained
way, since the compression of internal diversity into a single collective figure tends
to leave existing patterns of invisibility largely untouched. His account of complex
democracy places greater emphasis on the slower and more demanding
institutional work through which marginalised experiences are brought into
democratic view.

4. COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS: REPRESENTATION, MEDIATION,
AND DEMOCRATIC CONFLICT

Both Mouffe and Rosanvallon begin from a shared diagnosis of
contemporary democracies: they treat the current crisis not as a temporary
disruption but as a structural transformation in the relationship between citizens
and political institutions. For Mouffe (2013), the rise of post-democratic
governance is rooted in a neoliberal consensus that has narrowed the horizon of
political contestation and displaced central social conflicts from the democratic
arena. Rosanvallon (2006) describes a comparable process, marked by the
weakening of intermediary bodies, declining trust in political authorities, and the
emergence of what he terms an “age of distrust”. Both Mouffe and Rosanvallon
draw attention to a growing mismatch between inherited forms of representation
and the expectations placed on democratic institutions in socially diverse societies.
This convergence provides a background against which their differing
interpretations of populism take shape.

For both theorists, the crisis of representation is inseparable from a structural
reconfiguration of the relationship between political elites and ordinary citizens.
Mouffe (2005) emphasises that the convergence of centre-left and centre-right
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parties around a shared neoliberal framework has produced a “post-political”
arrangement in which fundamental ideological choices are displaced by
technocratic governance, narrowing the range of legitimate alternatives and
fostering a sense of political dispossession. Rosanvallon (2008) describes a
comparable process of disintermediation in which the traditional representative
link is weakened, and political power is experienced as simultaneously distant and
intrusive. As intermediary structures weaken and decision-making becomes more
insulated, political authority is increasingly experienced as remote, a shift that
helps to explain the spread of mistrust and contestation. In this sense, populism is
treated not as an isolated mobilisation but as a response to broader changes in the
organisation of democratic representation.

Here, Mouffe and Rosanvallon diverge sharply in their interpretation of the
political meaning of the populist response. For Mouffe (2018), contemporary
populist mobilisations—particularly on the left—attempt to reintroduce conflict
into a depoliticised public sphere by constructing a new collective subject capable
of challenging neoliberal hegemony. In this respect, she extends Laclau’s insight
that populism names a logic of political articulation through which dispersed
demands are linked into a common project, while reworking it in a more explicitly
democratic and egalitarian direction. Rosanvallon, by contrast, interprets
populism as a reductive response to the growing complexity of contemporary
democracies. Rosanvallon (2020) argues that populism simplifies political reality
by constructing a homogeneous figure of “the people,” privileging immediacy over
mediation and rejecting the institutional pluralism on which democratic
legitimacy depends. This diagnosis converges, in part, with Miiller’s anti-pluralist
critique, since both emphasise the dangers of claims to exclusive representation,
even if Rosanvallon places greater analytical weight on the erosion of mediation,
judgement, and institutional complexity. In Mouffe’s work, populism thus appears
as a possible resource for democratic renewal, whereas in Rosanvallon’s account
it figures primarily as a sign of democratic fatigue.

This divergence rests on distinct understandings of political representation.
For Mouffe (2005), representation is not a neutral transmission of pre-existing
Interests but an active process of articulation through which collective identities
are constituted and contested. Because political identities are contingent and
relational, democratic politics requires institutional spaces in which adversaries
can struggle over the meaning of “the people” without negating each other’s
legitimacy. Here the influence of Laclau remains decisive: representation is tied to
the political construction of a collective subject rather than to the mirroring of a
pre-given social unity. Rosanvallon (2008), by contrast, approaches representation
through the prism of democratic legitimacy’s multiple dimensions—impartiality,
proximity, reflexivity, and judgement. From this standpoint, populism threatens
representation by collapsing these dimensions into a single plebiscitarian register.
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By claiming an unmediated link to a unified people, populist leaders marginalise
the plural mediations—parliaments, independent authorities, and civil society
practices—through which democratic judgement is ordinarily exercised. In this
respect, Urbinati’s account of populism as a form of “direct representation” helps
clarify the point at which appeals to popular mobilisation begin to turn elections
into plebiscites or acclamations, thereby narrowing the institutional mediation and
plural forms of judgment on which representative democracy depends (Urbinati,
2019: 7, 164, 168-169). Urbinati’s broader argument is especially useful here
because it also clarifies how populist representation departs from the party-based
mandate model of representative democracy. Whereas mandate representation
links electoral authorisation to advocacy and retrospective accountability, populist
leadership claims to embody the people directly in the figure of the leader, thereby
weakening intermediary parties and narrowing the space for plural judgement
(Urbinati, 2019: 168-169, 191-192).

For Mouffe, the construction of a political “people” is a condition of
democratic contestation; for Rosanvallon, the homogenisation of the people
marks a regression that undermines the institutional complexity of modern
representation. Yet both approaches reveal important limits when assessed against
the structural foundations of representative democracy. Mouffe offers a
compelling account of how collective political subjects are constructed under
conditions of depoliticisation but pays less sustained attention to the institutional
infrastructures through which representative government secures continuity,
accountability, and the mediation of conflict over time. Her emphasis on political
frontier-building and hegemonic mobilisation is analytically productive, yet it
leaves relatively underdeveloped the constitutional, administrative, and party-
organisational conditions that sustain contestation beyond moments of
mobilisation. Rosanvallon, by contrast, provides a richer account of the plural
institutional supports of democratic legitimacy, but gives less attention to how
fragmented grievances are transformed into effective collective agency capable of
challenging entrenched power relations. His defence of mediation, reflexivity, and
institutional complexity is normatively significant, yet it may understate the extent
to which representative orders themselves can become socially closed, politically
inert, or insufficiently responsive to emerging conflicts. Read together, these limits
suggest that representative democracy depends both on durable mediating
structures and on capacities for political rearticulation when those structures no
longer command democratic confidence. A related tension can also be identified
in earlier forms of plebiscitary politics, where anti-elitist mobilisation likewise
coexisted with simplified and majoritarian conceptions of democratic legitimacy,
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often at the expense of the mediated and plural foundations of representative
government.’

5. DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSION: REPRESENTATION,
POPULISM, AND DEMOCRATIC STAKES

Debates on populism are often framed as disputes over regime type or
political style. The analysis developed in this article suggests, however, that there
are more fundamental debates about democratic representation. From this
perspective, the question of whether populism constitutes a democratic threat or a
democratic opportunity is analytically insufficient on its own. What is at stake
instead 1s how democratic societies organise representation under conditions of
social heterogeneity, political conflict, and declining trust. Mouffe approaches
populism as a strategy for reactivating democratic contestation by constructing
new collective political subjects, whereas Rosanvallon interprets it as a logic of
simplification that narrows the plural and mediated processes through which
democratic legitimacy is produced. Their disagreement, therefore, concerns not
populism as such, but the normative principles that should govern the relationship
between conflict, mediation, and legitimacy in modern democracies. In this sense,
the Mouffe—-Rosanvallon contrast clarifies the competing democratic responses to
the contemporary crisis of representation. As the preceding analysis has shown,
the contrast between Mouffe and Rosanvallon reflects less a disagreement over the
democratic value of populism than a tension between competing normative
priorities within democratic theory. Neither framework is sufficient on its own.
The structural durability of representative democracy depends not only on
institutions of mediation, oversight, and accountability, but also on the capacity
to reorganise political demands when those institutions lose public legitimacy.
Any adequate theory of contemporary representation must therefore explain both
institutional resilience and moments of democratic rearticulation.

Mouffe’s approach foregrounds the mobilising force of political conflict and
offers a compelling response to the exclusions generated by the contemporary
crisis of representation, yet leaves unresolved the normative and institutional
conditions under which antagonism can be stabilised in agonistic democratic form
rather than relapse into enmity. Rosanvallon, by contrast, offers a richer account
of how democratic legitimacy is dispersed across plural mediating institutions, but
is less able to explain how socially fragmented grievances are politically articulated
into collective democratic agency. The article’s contribution lies in showing that
the crisis of representation is most fruitfully understood through the tension
between these two perspectives: democratic renewal depends both on the political

5 One historical illustration is Jacksonian populism, though the reference here is purely illustrative
and not intended to imply a direct line of continuity with contemporary populism; see Jones (2021:
51).
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articulation of conflict and on the institutional pluralisation of legitimacy. The
disagreement between the two theorists is therefore best understood not as a clash
between democratic and anti-democratic positions, but as a dispute over which
dimensions of democratic representation should be given priority under conditions
of crisis.

The normative tension identified above helps to explain why populism is so
often interpreted as both a democratic resource and a democratic risk in
contemporary debates. On the one hand, populist mobilisations can bring
marginalised demands into the political arena and challenge forms of
representation perceived as closed or unresponsive. On the other hand, they may
weaken the plural and mediated structures through which democratic judgement
and accountability are sustained. Which of these tendencies prevails depends less
on populism as such than on the institutional and representative frameworks
within which it operates. Read together, the perspectives developed by Mouffe and
Rosanvallon underscore that the democratic consequences of populism are not
predetermined but shaped by competing ways of organising conflict, mediation,
and legitimacy. This shifts analytical attention away from assessing populism in
isolation and towards the broader question of how contemporary democracies
respond to the enduring crisis of representation.

This article has argued that contemporary debates on populism are best
understood as debates about democratic representation. By placing the work of
Chantal Mouffe and Pierre Rosanvallon in systematic dialogue, it has sought to
move beyond the familiar opposition between populism as a democratic threat
and populism as a democratic opportunity. The comparison shows that the current
crisis of representation cannot be reduced to a single pathology but reflects
competing understandings of how democracy should organise conflict, mediation,
and legitimacy under conditions of social heterogeneity and declining trust. From
this perspective, populism appears less as the cause of democratic malaise than as
a focal point through which different democratic responses to that malaise take
shape. The analysis also contributes to the literature by bringing together two
bodies of work that are often discussed separately, thereby clarifying the normative
stakes that underlie their divergent assessments of populism. Seen this way, the
democratic effects of populist mobilisation cannot be inferred in advance but vary
with the institutional settings in which political conflict is organised and
legitimacy 1s produced. The durability of the current crisis of representation also
makes it unlikely that populism will disappear as a marginal or short-lived episode
in contemporary democracies. Rather than inviting a final verdict on populism’s
democratic merits, this situation calls for closer attention to the enduring
disagreements over how representation should be organised and sustained under
conditions of recurring conflict and institutional strain.
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afl) Misafir Editorden

“Erkeklik” Dosyasi1

Erkeklikler yalnizca bireysel kimlikler ya da toplumsal roller olarak degil;
siyasal tahayytillerin, kurumsal diizenlemelerin, giindelik pratiklerin, sOylemlerin
ve temsil bicimlerinin kesisiminde tretilen toplumsal iligskiler biitiinii olarak
karsimiza ¢ikar. Bu nedenle erkeklikleri anlamaya yonelik her girisim, kacinilmaz
olarak iktidarin kurulusuna, isleyisine ve yeniden tUretimine dair sorulart da
beraberinde getirir. Tam da bu nedenle erkekligi tanimlamak, erkeklikleri okumak
ve anlamlandirmak kolay degildir; ¢iinkii boylesi bir ¢aba, farkli diizlemlerde
isleyen toplumsal iligkilerin incelikli bir analizini gerektirir.

Tirkiye’de Elestirel Erkeklik Calismalari son yirmi yilda énemli bir gelisim
gostermistir. Ozellikle feminist calismalarmn actign alan igerisinde sosyoloji,
antropoloji, kiilttirel ¢alismalar ve tarih disiplinlerinden gelen katkilar, erkekligi
goriinmez ve dogal kabul edilen bir kategori olmaktan ¢ikararak, sorgulanabilir bir
arastirma nesnesine dontistirmustiir. Erkekliklerin aile, emek, askerlik, siddet,
bakim, beden ve gilindelik hayatla kurdugu iliskiler {izerine yapilan ¢alismalar,
alanin kurumsallagsmasina ve zenginlesmesine 6nemli katkilar sunmustur.

Son yillarda ise Siyaset Bilimi ve Uluslararas: Iliskiler disiplinlerinden gelen
calismalarin da bu tartismalara daha goriiniir bicimde eklemlendigi sdylenebilir.
Aslinda burada s6z konusu olan, siyasal olanin ve siyasal alanin erkeklik
calismalarina yeni dahil olmasi degil, uzun siiredir mevcut olan iliskinin daha agik
bicimde goriintir hale gelmesidir. Devlet tahayyiillerinden liderlik
performanslarina,  vatandaslik  anlatilarindan  glivenlik  politikalarina,
milliyet¢iliklerden poptlist sOylemlere kadar uzanan genis bir yelpazede
erkekliklerin kurucu rolii giderek daha fazla arastirmanin konusu olmaya
baslamistir.

Bu dosya da tam olarak bu gelisimin bir lirlinii olarak ortaya ¢ikti. Dosya
cagrisina gelen yogun ilgi, Turkiye’de Elestirel Erkeklik Calismalari’nin ulastigi
cesitliligi ve canlilig1 gdstermesi bakimindan dikkat ¢cekicidir. Baslangicta tek sayi
olarak planlanan dosya i¢in gelen ¢alismalarin sayist beklentilerimizin 6tesinde
olmus; degerlendirme siirecleri sonucunda kabul edilen makalelerin tamamini tek
bir sayida yayimlamak mimkiin olmamistir. Bu nedenle dosya kapsamindaki
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caligmalarin bir kismi1 izleyen sayilarda da yayimlanmaya devam edecektir. Bu
durum yalnizca niceliksel bir yogunluga degil, ayn1 zamanda alanin giderek farkl
disiplinleri, yontemleri ve arastirma sorularini bir araya getirebilme kapasitesine
de isaret etmektedir.

Dosyaya gelen ¢alismalar birlikte degerlendirildiginde, Ttrkiye’de Elestirel
Erkeklik Calismalari’nin artik belirli temalarla smirli olmayan bir arastirma
alanina donustigi  gorilmektedir. Siyasal liderliklerden gilindelik hayat
pratiklerine, tarihsel anlatilardan dijital kiltire, siddetten kirllganliklara, devlet
politikalarindan kirillgan erkeklik deneyimlerine kadar uzanan genis bir yelpaze,
erkekliklerin yalnizca iktidarin bir uzantis1 olarak degil, aynt zamanda
catismalarin, miizakerelerin ve dontisimlerin gerceklestigi bir alan olarak da
okunabilecegini gostermektedir.

Bununla birlikte, alanin 6éntinde duran bazi kuramsal ve yontemsel sorularin
varligini sirdirdiglii de soylenebilir. Tirkiye'deki calismalarin 6nemli bir
kisminda Bati-merkezli kavramsallastirmalarin, 6zellikle de hegemonik erkeklik
cercevesinin temel analitik araglardan biri olmaya devam ettigi goriilmektedir.
Kuskusuz bu kavram, erkekliklerin sorunsallastiriimasinda ve toplumsal
esitsizliklerin goriiniir kilinmasinda son derece 6nemli katkilar sunmustur. Ancak
erkeklikleri yalnizca belirli bir hiyerarsi igerisinde konumlandirmak, onlarin
ortaya ¢iktiklart baglamlari, donisim streglerini ve farkli diizlemlerde
kazandiklar1 anlamlar1 agiklamak i¢in her zaman yeterli olmayabilmektedir.

Erkeklikleri diiz ¢izgiler halinde ilerleyen kategoriler olarak degil; farkli
tarihsel, siyasal ve toplumsal baglamlarda yeniden anlam kazanan dongisel
iligkiler biitiinli olarak okumak, siireklilik ve kopuslari birlikte degerlendirebilen
daha katmanli analizlerin Oniini agabilir. Boyle bir yaklasim yalnizca
streklilikleri degil, kopuslari da goriiniir kilabilir ve yalnizca tahakkiim bigimlerini
degil, onlarin nasil mesrulastigini, doniistigini ve kimi zaman da ¢Oziilmeye
basladigini anlamamiza katki sunabilir. Ozellikle erkekligin tarihsellestirilmesi,
erkek kimliginin sosyo-kiiltiirel kurgulanisi ve buna iliskin edebi metin okumalari,
erkekliklerin biitiinciil bir perspektifle incelenmesine imkan saglamistir. Bu ¢ok
katmanli diizlemin vaat edebilecekleri, erkeklikleri ¢evreleyen siyasal, sosyal,
tarihsel ve kiltirel baglami1 goriniir kilabilen okumalar ile de sinirli degildir.
Ozellikle hem Bati’da hem de Tiirkiye’deki alanyazininda, 1990’1 yillardan
baslayarak, ampirik veri ile de desteklenen bu yaklasim, kendi tarihselliklerini
teget gegcmeyen cinsiyetlendirilmis iktidar analizlerini de zenginlestirmistir. Diger
yandan, belirtilmelidir ki Elestirel Erkeklik Calismalari alaninda yapilmis
caligmalarin ¢ogu verili olan1 —eril tahakkiim— sorguladig1 ve hatta yap1 sOkiime
ugrattigini iddia eder. Ancak bu iddianin ispati her zaman vaat edildigi gibi
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ol(a)mamistir. Her ne kadar bu sunus yazisi, alanin Tirkiye’deki seyrinin
ontolojik ve epistemolojik bir analizini yapma ya da yapilmis ¢calismalarin elestirel
okumasini sunma amaciyla yazilmamais olsa da not edilmesi gereken baz1 hususlar
—Ozellikle siyasi bir okuma yapma niyetinde olanlar i¢in— vardir. Siyaset Bilimi
disiplininin kuramsal ve kavramsal ¢ercevesinde ve Ozellikle de siyasal olanin
belirleyiciliginde analizler yapmak “kimliklesme siireglerinin” incelikli bir
okumasini gerektirmektedir (Mouffe, 2005). Farklilastirma pratiklerinden de
azade olmayan bu siiregler, siyasal kimliklerin (bugiin) oldugu haliyle var
olabilmelerinin de 6n kosuludur. Buradan bakildiginda, erkeklikler de bir dizi
farklilikla iligki igerisine girdik¢e insa olur. Bu, cinsiyet kimliginin akiskanliginin
ve kuskusuz baglamin dinamikliginin de bir sonucudur. Bu sebeple, “su an boyle
olmus olanin eskiden nasil oldugunu” bulmak i¢in, farkliliklarin nasil
mesrulastigini okurken ve de onlarin anlamlarini ve farkli diizlemlerdeki
temsillerini gorintrlestirirken pusula gorevi istlenebilir. Osmanli doneminin
“zuppesinin” (dandy) “mon cher’e evrilist nasil olmustur? Cumhuriyet déneminin
mahalle kabadayisinin neoliberal Tirkiye’nin “nargile kafe” delikanlisina
dontistimiinde rol oynayan baglamsal faktorler nelerdir? “Yabanin” kdylisii hangi
kosullarda “devletin asil sahibi” olabilmistir? Erkekliklerin kirilganliklar1 hangi
kosullarda siyasal bir dile donilismiis, hangi durumlarda yeni tahakkiim
bigimlerinin kurulmasina hizmet etmistir?

Bu sorularin her biri, ilk bakista birbirinden oldukg¢a farkli goériinebilir.
Ancak ortaklastiklart nokta, erkeklikleri yalnizca erkeklere dair bir mesele olarak
degil; siyasal olanin kurulusuna ickin bir yapitasi olarak ele almalaridir. Bu
nedenle Elestirel Erkeklik Calismalari ac¢isindan, kendi tarihselligini teget
gecmeyen, baglamsal duyarliligr yiiksek ve farkli diizlemleri birlikte okuyabilen
iktidar analizleri gelistirebilmek Onem tasimaktadir. Bu dosyada yer alan
calismalar da farkli konu ve yontemlerden hareketle tam olarak bu tartismaya
katki sunmaktadr.

Yeliz Yildiz, “Securing Manhood, Securitizing Women: Fragile Masculinity
in the Contect of South Korea” baslikli ¢alismasinda, kirilgan erkeklik ile
guvenliklestirme siiregleri arasindaki iliskiyi analiz etmektedir. Makale, askeri ve
ekonomik giivensizliklerin erkeklik krizini derinlestirerek kadinlarin ve toplumsal
cinsiyet esitligi politikalarinin bir giivenlik tehdidi olarak ¢ercevelenmesine nasil
zemin hazirladigini gostermektedir. Boylece gilivenliklestirme literatiiriine
toplumsal cinsiyet perspektifinden 6nemli bir katki sunarken, bu dinamiklerin
yalnizca otoriter rejimlere degil, demokratik baglamlara da 6zgl olabilecegini
ortaya koymaktadir.

209



Burcu Sari-Karademir’in Donald Trump'in liderligini merkezine alan “The
Man, the State and the Hypermasculinity: Trump and the Gendered Reordering
of International Order” baslikli ¢alismasi ise, hipererkeksiligi (hypermasculinity)
yalnizca bireysel bir liderlik tarzi olarak degil, uluslararasi diizenin isleyisine niifuz
eden bir yOnetim mantigi olarak kavramsallagtirmaktadir. Diplomatik iliskilerden
glvenlik politikalarina kadar uzanan cinsiyetlendirilmis iktidar iliskilerini analiz
eden makale, uluslararasi siyasetin erkeklikler izerinden nasil yeniden iiretildigine
ve kiiresel hiyerarsilerin bu siirecte nasil sekillendigine 151k tutmaktadir.

Zibeyir Savas ise metinsel temsilleri odagina alan analizini “John
McGahern'in Amongst Women Romaninda Babaligin Poetikasi Uzerinden
Ulusal Egemenligin Politikasint Okumak” baslikli ¢alismasinin odagina almaistir.
Yukarida da isaret edilen fakli diizlemlerin incelikli bir okumasini sunan ve John
McGahern'in Amongst Women romanini inceleyen bu ¢alisma, bagimsizlik sonrast
irflanda'da ulusal kimligin insasi ile hegemonik erkeklik arasindaki iliskiyi ele
almaktadir. Romanin merkezindeki baba figiirii iizerinden Katolik aile ideali,
militarist erkeklik ve ataerkil otoriteyi analiz eden makale, geleneksel erkeklik
normlarinin sekiilerlesme, kiiresellesme ve toplumsal dontistimler karsisinda nasil
krize girdigini gostermektedir. BOylece c¢alisma, babaligin ve aile i¢i iktidar
iligkilerinin ulusal kimlik ingsasindaki roliine Elestirel Erkeklik Calismalari
perspektifinden 6énemli bir katki sunmaktadir.

Etnografik saha verilerine dayanan Osman Ozarslan’in “Asimetrik Bir
Siyasal Alan ve Bir Erkeklik Asimetrisi Olarak Definecilik” baglikli arastirmasi,
defineciligi kriminal bir faaliyet olmanin Otesinde erkekliklerin kurulus
strecgleriyle iliskili bir pratik olarak ele almaktadir. Devletin tarih ve toprak
tizerindeki egemenlik iddialar1 ile definecilerin alternatif sahiplenme bigimlerini
birlikte analiz eden makale, erkeklik, iktidar ve hegemonya arasindaki iligkiye
0zglin bir katki sunmaktadir.

Son olarak, Atilla Barutcu ve Nurseli Yesim Siinbiiloglu, “STK
Perspektifinden  Erkeklerin  Cinsiyet Egsitligine Katillmi: Miidahaleler,
Yaklasimlar, Deneyimler ve Oneriler” baslikli yazilarinda, erkekliklerin
dontisimiine iligskin tartismalarin yalnizca sdylemsel ve kuramsal diizlemde degil,
sivil alandaki kurumsal pratiklerde de nasil karsilik buldugunu odaklarina aldilar.
Calisma, erkeklerin toplumsal cinsiyet esitligi ¢alismalarina katiliminin yalnizca
farkindalik ve gonilliliik meselesi olmadigini; bu siirecin sivil toplumun ig¢inde
faaliyet gosterdigi siyasal baglam, kurumsal destek mekanizmalar1 ve toplumsal
cinsiyet rejiminin sinirlari tarafindan da sekillendirildigini gdstermektedir.

[lk bakista farkli cografyalara, donemlere ve arastirma nesnelerine
odaklanan bu ¢aligmalar, birlikte okunduklarinda erkekliklerin yalnizca bireysel
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kimlikler ya da kiltiirel temsiller olarak degil; devlet, ulus, giivenlik, tarih, sivil
toplum ve giindelik hayatla kurduklar iliskiler igerisinde anlam kazandigini
gostermektedir. Bu yoniiyle dosya, erkekligi tekil bir kategori olarak ele almak
yerine, farkli 6lceklerde isleyen iktidar iligkileri, kirilganliklar, direnis bigimleri ve
doniisiim siiregleri tizerinden diistinmeye davet etmektedir.

Son olarak, bu dosyanin ortaya ¢ikmasina katki sunan herkese tesekkiir
etmek isterim. Bu dosya benim i¢in yalnizca bir editoryal deneyim degil, ayni
zamanda uzun stredir farkli disiplinlerde iretilen ¢alismalarin ortaklastigr bir
tartisma zeminine taniklik etme firsati oldu. Aslinda son yillarda, erkeklikler
Uzerine yapilan arastirmalarin Onemli bir bolimi, ¢ogu zaman agikca
siyasetle/siyasal alanla iligskilendirilmese de siyasal olanin kurulusuna, isleyisine
ve dOniisimiine dair gii¢lii analizler sunmaktaydi. Bu sebeple, ilgili dosya, s6z
konusu c¢alismalarin sundugu bu analitik imkanlar1 daha gorinir kilmasi
bakimindan ayrica deger tasimaktadir.

Bu vesileyle, dosya fikrini destekleyen ve siirecin her asamasinda katkilarini
esirgemeyen Alternatif Politika editorlerine, degerlendirme siireglerine emek
veren hakemlere ve ¢alismalarini bu dosya kapsaminda bizlerle paylasan tim
yazarlara igtenlikle tesekkiir ederim. Bu dosyanin, erkeklikler {izerine yiritilen
tartismalarin siyasetle kurdugu ¢ok katmanli iligkileri gorunir kilmaya ve yeni
arastirma sorularina ilham vermeye devam etmesini diliyorum.
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ABSTRACT

This article examines the securitisation of women in South
Korea through the lens of fragile masculinity, thus intervening
in ongoing debates on the gendered production of both security
and insecurity. It explores how anxieties rooted in economic
precarity and military insecurity shape the framing of women
as security threats, in both political discourse and policy
practice. Methodologically, this study adopts an interpretive
process tracing framework, to examine how fragile
masculinity is expressed and embedded within South Korea’s
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political and institutional dynamics. The analysis is informed
by the factor of ontological security, particularly concepts of
anxiety and insecurity. The findings demonstrate that anxieties
nourished by economic and military insecurities do not remain
limited to everyday social or gender practices, but are
institutionalised through state policies and political arenas that
contribute to the systematic securitisation of women. This
research contributes to the fields of gender and security studies,
and offers insights into the layered and relational dynamics
through which gender security is produced and governed, by
defining and analysing the relationship between fragile
masculinity and gendered securitisation.

Keywords: Fragile Masculinity, Ontological Security,
Securitisation, Gender Security, South Korea.

0z

Bu makale, Giiney Kore baglaminda kadinlarin
giivenliklestirilmesini kirilgan erkeklik cercevesinde ele alarak
giivenligin ve giivensizligin toplumsal cinsiyetli iiretimine
iliskin literatiire katki sunmaktadir. Calisma, ekonomik ve
askeri giivensizlikten beslenen kaygilarin, kadinlarin siyasal
soylemde ve kamu politikalarinda birer giivenlik tehdidi olarak
insa edilmesinde nasil bir rol oynadigim1 incelemektedir.
Yontemsel olarak yorumlayic1 siire¢ takibi temelli bir vaka
yaklasimin1 benimseyen calisma, kirilgan erkekligin Giiney
Kore’nin siyasal ve kurumsal dinamikleri i¢cinde nasil ifade
edildigini ve nasil yerlestigini incelemektedir. Analiz ise
ontolojik giivenlik yaklagimi temelinde, Ozellikle kaygi ve
giivensizlik kavramlar1 iizerinden sekillendirilmektedir.
Bulgular ile ortaya konuldugu iizere ekonomik ve askeri
giivensizliklerin yarattig1 kaygilar yalnizca giindelik toplumsal
ve toplumsal cinsiyet pratikleriyle sinirli kalmamakta ve bu
kaygilar, devlet politikalar1 ve siyasal alan araciligiyla
kurumsallagarak kadinlarin sistematik bicimde
giivenliklestirilmesine zemin hazirlamaktadir. Yiiriitiillen
calisma  kiridlgan  erkeklik ile toplumsal cinsiyetli
giivenliklestirme arasindaki iligkiyi goriiniir kilarak toplumsal
cinsiyet ve giivenlik c¢alismalar1 literatiiriine katkida
bulunmakta ve toplumsal cinsiyet giivenliginin nasil
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tiretildigine ve yonetildigine iliskin katmanli dinamiklere dair
onemli ¢ikarimlar sunmaktadir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Kirilgan Erkeklik, Ontolojik Giivenlik,
Giivenliklestirme, Cinsiyet Giivenligi, Giiney Kore.

INTRODUCTION

Asian countries, which have strengthened their international position
particularly in the field of technology, tend to lag behind other countries in terms
of women's rights and employment (Georgetown Institute for Women, Peace, and
Security, 2025; for other examples see Zhao and Sahin Temel, 2025). This problem
has a multilayered nature that cannot be explained solely by cultural factors and
1deological preferences. In this context, it is evident that gender is intertwined with
the prevailing circumstances of social and institutional structures (Szoltysek et al.,
2026). This intertwining becomes even more apparent in times of heightened
military threat, deepening economic uncertainty, and global instability. In such
periods, state policies towards women clearly intersect with security discourse
(Yuval-Davis, 1993; see also Cabesaz, 2022). This situation leads to the
problematisation of women's presence in the public sphere and the labour market,
and their right to speak up about their bodies and their social roles, through the
discourses of national security, demographic sustainability, and social order
(Hudson, 2009). But the question is, “How does fragile masculinity mediate the
relationship between external threats and the securitisation of women?”

The article aims to provide an explanation that goes beyond classical
approaches to the question of security. While restrictive and othering policies
towards women are traditionally mostly addressed through the lens of religion,
culture or authoritarian tendencies, this study focuses on the transformative effect
of external threats and economic insecurity on the phenomenon of gender. In this
regard, the article argues that military and economic insecurity create a situation
of disruptive existential anxiety in terms of collective identities, masculinity
norms, and state-society relations.

The article's main argument is that external and economic threats create a
fear of loss of power in relation to masculine identity, and that there are attempts
both for this fear to be appeased through the securitisation of women and
instrumentalised for political purposes. Hegemonic masculinity, defined through
its protective and provider roles, becomes particularly vulnerable in the face of loss
of social status and economic crises. This vulnerability is confronted by
constructing women's rights and demands as a threat to national security. In this
context, feminist movements, women's participation in the workforce, and
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demands for gender equality are reframed not as social demands but as security
issues.

This study brings together the ontological security literature and the fragile
masculinity literature. While the perspective of ontological security emphasises
that states and collective actors need to protect not only their physical existence
but also their identity continuity, the fragile masculinity literature reveals that the
apparent need to protect masculinity, an identity that must be constantly
reproduced, 1s what creates anxiety. When these two approaches are considered
in tandem, it becomes clearer why military and economic insecurities are
particularly compensated for through consideration of women’s rights.

Securitisation theory is used to link these two contexts. The theoretical
framework is elaborated through the case of South Korea. In this country, where
the perception of military threats originating from North Korea has become
persistent, and the country has had to contend with economic fragilities while
adapting to the neoliberal order, anti-feminist movements have gained strength
and become increasingly mobilised in recent years. In this context, this article
analyses how anti-feminist discourses and policies targeting women in South
Korea are legitimised through the language of security. This analysis approaches
the securitisation of women not as an individual response or in terms of populist
rhetoric, but as a structural ontological security strategy entangled with the crisis
of masculinity and reproduced through state discourses and institutional practices.

This article makes three key contributions to the literature. Firstly, it departs
from approaches within security studies which often focus on state centric security
debates, by placing the concept of fragile masculinity at the centre of the analysis.
By assuming that masculinity is a fragile status that must be constantly reinforced,
it reveals how the anxiety generated by military and economic threats to masculine
1dentity is transformed into political discourse and a means of mobilisation.
Secondly, the study conceptualises the securitisation of women as a systematic
compensatory mechanism and political strategy fuelled by fragile masculinity. The
framing of women's visibility in the public and economic spheres and gender
equality policies as a security threat is addressed as a conscious and repeated
political practice aimed at managing and directing the crisis of masculinity in this
context. Thus, the article offers a gender-based perspective to the securitisation
literature. Thirdly, by focusing on the case of South Korea, the article
demonstrates that the dynamics of fragile masculinity and securitisation are not
unique to authoritarian regimes or exceptional contexts. It shows how, even in a
developed democracy, women can be constructed as the internal enemies of
national security under conditions of military and economic insecurity.
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The research adopts an interpretive process tracing method, based on quasi-
secondary data produced during the period between 2015 and 2024. This period
encompasses a process in which youth unemployment deepened, economic
insecurity increased, and gender conflicts became more visible in political
discourse in South Korea. The dataset includes documents and statements by
government officials on labour market reforms, gender policies, and compulsory
military service; national and international media reports addressing male youth
unemployment, anti-feminism, and military service debates, think tank and civil
society reports, and academic studies focusing on gender, militarism, and
masculinity. These sources were selected to enable the simultaneous analysis of
both state level discourse and masculinity-based narratives of victimhood
circulating in the social sphere.

1. THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK

Why do states facing external threats turn inward to restrict women's rights?
This study argues that military and economic insecurities do not simply generate
fear of external enemies—they produce a deeper, existential anxiety that
destabilises masculine identity. When men can no longer fulfil culturally expected
roles as protectors and providers, the resulting crisis of masculinity finds resolution
through the construction of women as threats to national security and social order.
This framework explains how external vulnerabilities translate into domestic
gender politics, connecting the anxieties of individual men to the securitising
rhetoric of political elites.

Ontological Security and Anxiety

The concept of ontological security, originally developed by sociologist
Anthony Giddens (1991), refers to the need for actors to experience a stable sense
of self and identity through time. Giddens defines ontological security as
possessing, at the level of practical consciousness, answers to fundamental
existential questions that allow individuals to maintain a coherent biographical
narrative. When this narrative is disrupted, actors experience profound anxiety
that motivates efforts to restore stability and continuity.

International Relations scholars have adapted this framework in order to
understand state behaviour and collective identity dynamics. Jennifer Mitzen
(2006) introduced ontological security to IR theory, arguing that states seek not
only physical security but also security of the self. According to Mitzen,
ontological security is achieved through routinised relationships with significant
others, and actors become deeply attached to these relationships, even when they
are conflictual. This insight helps explain why states may perpetuate seemingly
irrational conflicts: the routines of conflict itself provide ontological security by
maintaining stable identity narratives.
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Crucially, ontological security scholarship distinguishes between fear and
anxiety. While fear is directed at specific, identifiable threats, anxiety is a more
diffuse condition arising from uncertainty about one's identity and place in the
world (Kinnvall and Mitzen, 2020; Krickel-Choi, 2022). Brent Steele (2008; also
see Ubulof, 2014) elaborates that anxiety “consumes all social agents” and
motivates them to secure their sense of being through social action. This
distinction is essential for our framework: external threats such as military
aggression or economic crisis generate not merely fear of material harm but
existential anxiety about collective identity and self-continuity.

Catarina Kinnvall (2004) demonstrates how globalisation-induced
ontological insecurity drives individuals and groups to seek reaffirmation of
1dentity through collective attachments. She argues that nationalism and religion
function as powerful “identity-signifiers” in times of rapid change and uncertain
futures, providing stable anchors for threatened selves. Extending this logic, we
propose that in contexts where national identity is structured around masculine
norms, threats to ontological security will manifest as threats to masculine
1dentity, triggering gendered compensatory responses.

Fragile Masculinity: From Individual Psychology to Collective Politics

Political psychology research has established that masculinity operates as a
precarious social status that must be continuously earned and defended. Vandello
and others (2008) demonstrate through experimental studies that manhood, unlike
womanhood, is viewed as “a precarious state requiring continual social proof and
validation.” Their research shows that when men receive feedback suggesting they
possess feminine traits, they experience heightened anxiety and engage in
compensatory behaviours, including physical aggression. This “precarious
manhood” thesis has been replicated across cultural contexts, suggesting structural
rather than culturally specific dynamics (Vandello and Bosson, 2012).

Building on this foundation, DiMuccio and Knowles (2020) conceptualize
“fragile masculinity” as the anxiety felt by men who believe they are failing to
meet cultural standards of manhood. They demonstrate that this fragility
motivates compensatory attitudes and behaviours designed to restore threatened
masculine status. Crucially, their research extends these dynamics into the
political realm, showing that men experiencing masculine insecurity display
increased support for aggressive policies, and politicians who signal strength and
toughness. DiMuccio and Knowles (2021) further establish that precarious
manhood predicts support for what they term “political aggression”—policies
emphasising dominance, risk-taking, and forceful responses to perceived threats.

These individual-level dynamics connect to broader patterns of hegemonic
masculinity. Connell (1995, 2005) denotes hegemonic masculinity as the
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configuration of gender practice that legitimises patriarchy and guarantees the
dominant position of men. Importantly, hegemonic masculinity is not a fixed set
of traits but a relational and historically contingent practice that must be
continuously reproduced. Connell and Messerschmidt (2005) emphasise that
hegemonic masculinity operates on multiple levels— local, regional, and global
—and involves ongoing struggles among different masculinities for dominance.
When the conditions supporting hegemonic masculinity are destabilised, men
experience collective anxiety about their status, and engage in efforts to restore
masculine dominance.

External Threats as Triggers of Masculine Anxiety

Our framework identifies two categories of external threat that trigger
masculine anxiety: military insecurity and economic insecurity. Both threaten core
pillars of masculine identity in societies where manhood is defined through the
concepts of protection, provision, and strength.

Military threats challenge masculine identity by exposing the limits of men's
capacity to fulfill protective roles. When a nation faces persistent military danger,
the masculine imperative to “protect” the nation, family, and women in particular,
becomes simultaneously heightened and frustrated. This creates what ontological
security scholars identify as a “critical situation” (Steele, 2008; Ejdus, 2018)—a
moment when taken-for-granted routines are disrupted and fundamental questions
about identity become salient. The inability to neutralise external military threats
generates diffuse anxiety that attaches to masculine self-conception.

Economic insecurity similarly threatens masculine identity, by undermining
men's status as providers and breadwinners. Research demonstrates that
adherence to masculinity norms strongly predicts men’s responses to economic
strain, with economically threatened men showing increased support for
authoritarian leadership and aggressive policies (Matavelli et al., 2025). Economic
crisis thus functions not merely as material deprivation but as an assault on
masculine identity, generating the kind of existential anxiety that motivates
compensatory responses. Studies of far-right populism confirm that economic
dislocation disproportionately affecting traditional male employment has been
linked to gendered backlash politics (Broz et al., 2021; Inglehart and Norris, 2016).

The Securitisation of Women as Compensatory Response

We propose that the securitisation of women represents a compensatory
response to anxiety-inducing external threats. When military and economic
insecurities destabilise masculine identity, political actors frame certain activities
of women —particularly feminist movements, women's workforce participation,
and reproductive autonomy— as threats to national security and social order. This
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discursive move serves multiple functions, in seeking to restore masculine
ontological security.

First, securitising women provides a manageable target for anxieties that
cannot be effectively directed at external threats. While military adversaries and
global economic forces remain beyond men’s control, domestic gender relations
appear more amenable to intervention. By constructing women's advancement as
a threat, political actors redirect diffuse anxiety towards a specific, actionable
objective. This follows the logic of what Kinnvall (2004) calls the “abject-other”
— the construction of an internal enemy onto which threatening aspects of identity
can be projected.

Second, restrictions on women's autonomy function as symbolic reassertions
of masculine control and authority. Research on threats to masculinity
demonstrates that men respond to challenges by emphasising stereotypically
masculine traits and behaviours, including dominance over women (Dahl et al.,
2015). At the collective level, policies restricting women's roles represent a
reassertion of the patriarchal order that masculine identity depends upon. By
"protecting”" the nation from feminism, low birth rates, or women's workforce
participation, male political actors demonstrate precisely the protective capacity
that external threats have called into question.

Third, blaming women for indicators of national decline provides a narrative
that preserves masculine self-esteem, while explaining collective difficulties.
Rather than acknowledging failures in masculine provision or protection,
discourse attributing national problems to feminism, declining birth rates, or
women's rejection of traditional roles maintains a coherent masculine identity
narrative. This corresponds to biographical narrative continuity as essential to
ontological security (Rumelili and Togay, 2024), the securitisation of women
allowing the continuation of a narrative in which masculine failure is seen as
impossible.

From Individual Anxiety to Political Mobilisation

The connection between individual masculine anxiety and collective
political mobilisation operates through elite discourse and institutional channels.
Political leaders experiencing or perceiving masculine threats among their
constituencies have incentives to articulate narratives that channel anxiety
towards manageable targets. Anti-feminist and anti-women rhetoric serve as what
Kinnvall (2004) describes as an “identity-signifier”—a discursive resource that
provides stability and coherence to threatened identities.

This process is not merely top-down manipulation but reflects genuine
resonance between elite discourse and popular anxiety. Men experiencing fragile
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masculinity are psychologically predisposed to accept narratives framing women
as threats, and to support politicians who signal masculine strength through
aggressive stances. DiMuccio and Knowles (2021) demonstrate that regional
levels of masculine anxiety, measured through Google search patterns, correlate
with support for candidates emphasising strength and toughness. Elite
securitisation of women thus both responds to and amplifies pre-existing gendered
anxieties in the population.

The framework we have developed, as shown in Figure 1, suggests that the
securitisation of women in contexts of external threat neither constitutes an
irrational backlash nor cynical political manipulation alone. Rather, it represents
a structured response to ontological insecurity, operating through gendered
identity dynamics. Understanding this mechanism requires attention to both the
psychological foundations of fragile masculinity and the political processes
through which individual anxieties become collective policy. In the following
sections, we apply this framework to examine how military insecurity from the
threat carried by North Korea, and the incidence of economic crisis have
generated gendered securitisation dynamics in South Korea.

Figure.1: Theoretical Mechanism: From External Threat to the Securitisation
of Women
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2. METHODOLOGY

Methodologically, this article employs interpretive process tracing (IPT) to
examine how fragile masculinity is articulated and translated into political
discourse and institutional practice in South Korea. In this framework, particular
attention is paid to how gendered insecurities are activated within specific contexts
and gradually elevated into state-level narratives that frame women as objects of
security concern. Following Norman (2015), interpretive process tracing (IPT) is
used here to explain specific outcomes, while taking seriously the role of meaning,
norms, and identities in shaping causal processes. IPT sees them as integral to how
causal mechanisms operate. In this sense, it brings interpretive sensitivity directly
into causal analysis. It reconstructs the sequence of events that lead to an outcome,
but does so through what can be described as a form of constrained immersion.
IPT works retrospectively through tracing processes that have already unfolded,
often through texts, narratives, and archival material. Methodologically, IPT
moves between inductive and deductive reasoning. As familiarity with the case
deepens, patterns and mechanisms become clearer, and allow the researcher to
refine explanations and assess alternative theoretical accounts. This iterative
process gradually sharpens the analysis, making the causal pathways more precise,
while also clarifying the relevant contrast space. A key strength of IPT lies in its
ability to capture identities as relational and situational. Identities are not fixed;
they are activated in specific interactions and contexts, and these moments of
activation can shape both individual and collective action. IPT helps explain how
social dynamics translate into political outcomes by tracing when and how such
identities, roles, and practices become salient. Finally, IPT broadens the range of
mechanisms typically considered in political analysis. As a methodology, it is well
suited to uncovering mechanisms driven by habit, norms, and understandings.
These processes are crucial for explaining how collective self-understandings
emerge, when they become politically relevant, and how they shape preferences,
strategies, and action (Norman, 2015: 4-6). The empirical analysis draws on
presidential speeches and public statements as key situations where such processes
become visible. Given the nature of archival practices in South Korea, access to
these materials 1s mediated by administrative change: as presidential terms shift,
official digital repositories are often restructured, rendering earlier records
unevenly accessible. For this reason, the study relies on quasi-primary sources,
preserved through major national and international media outlets, which
systematically reproduce and archive presidential rhetoric. Importantly, policy
documents are not treated as central sources in this analysis. This is a deliberate
methodological choice rather than a limitation, as the discourse of former
President Yoon Seok-Yeol operated on two distinct registers: formal policy
language and electoral rhetoric, where the latter provides a more direct entry point
into the articulation of gendered anxieties and their political mobilisation. Policy
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texts tend to formalise and stabilise discourse, often omitting or neutralising the
affective and contested dimensions that are central to this study. Electoral rhetoric,
by contrast, captures these dynamics more explicitly. The absence of or limited
accessibility to certain policy documents therefore does not constitute a gap in the
data, but reflects a theoretically informed prioritisation of those sources most
relevant to tracing the mechanisms under investigation.

The empirical dataset comprises a combination of primary, quasi-primary,
and secondary sources. Primary materials include a limited number of SNS posts,
interviews, and speeches. Quasi-primary sources—such as media-reported
statements and interviews with political actors and male voters—offer access to
original discourse. Secondary sources consist of news reports, opinion pieces, and
analytical articles. All materials were selected and categorized based on their
relevance to representations of masculinity and insecurity; a detailed overview is
provided in Appendix A. Interpreted through the lens of ontological security, this
approach allows the analysis to connect specific narrative moments within
presidential discourse to broader patterns of insecurity. In doing so, it
demonstrates how fragile masculinity is not only expressed at the discursive level
but also embedded in processes that contribute to the securitisation of women.
Ultimately, the study shows how everyday articulations of gendered anxiety are
translated into state-level practices, linking micro-level narratives to macro-level
dynamics of gendered securitisation.

3. CONTEXTUALISING FRAGILE MASCULINITY IN SOUTH KOREA

In this section, South Korea is examined as a revealing case for
understanding fragile masculinity, through the pressures of economic and military
insecurity. Masculinity has traditionally been tied to two expectations for many
men in South Korea that are both normalised and emotionally loaded: securing
stable employment and completing compulsory military service (Moon, 2005b:
65; Lee and Parpart, 2018). However, these expectations sit uneasily, and do not
match with social and economic realities. Prolonged youth unemployment,
precarious work situations, and shrinking opportunities for upward mobility have
made economic self-sufficiency increasingly difficult to achieve; while mandatory
military service continues to demand sacrifice, without offering the social
recognition it once guaranteed. As a result, many men experience masculinity, not
as a secure identity but as a continuous test that they fear failing. This tension
between what masculinity promises and what structural conditions allow, makes
manhood fragile rather than stable. By bracketing economic precarity and military
insecurity together, the South Korean case highlights how masculine anxiety is
produced, lived, and sometimes redirected into defensive responses, and it offers
critical insight into the contemporary gendered dynamics of insecurity.
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From Provider to Precarity: Economic Insecurity and Fragile Masculinity

Gender inequality is not accidental, but continuously reproduced through
economic systems, institutions, and everyday social arrangements.
Macroeconomic changes since the 1980s have deepened these inequalities.
Policies associated with neoliberal globalisation, especially promoted and
supported by international financial institutions, reshaped labour markets and
welfare systems in gendered ways. Structural Adjustment Policies are
characterised by three interconnected biases: deflationary measures that displace
women from informal and service-sector work; a male breadwinner logic that
privileges men’s paid labour while rendering women’s unpaid care work invisible;
and commodification through privatisation that shifts care responsibilities back
into households and intensifies women’s unpaid labour. From the 1990s, gender
and poverty gained greater attention in development debates, influenced by
feminist scholarship, and the failures of earlier models. However, institutions like
the IMF and World Bank approached gender instrumentally as promoting
equality, mainly in situations when it supports market stability. The United
Nations has a research and advocacy-based approach, but it has failed to challenge
the capitalist structures that generate inequality. Finally, gendered power relations
also shape men’s lives, especially in postcolonial contexts marked by poverty,
violence, and labour insecurity (Tezcek, 2021: 184-186).

According to Matlak (2014), gender identities do not develop independently
of economic life; conversely, they are produced through it. In many societies,
masculinity has long been organised around the expectations of economic
provision. Paid work, financial security, and the ability to materially support
others, continue to operate as powerful benchmarks through which men are
evaluated by society and by themselves. Even as alternative masculinities gain
visibility, economic success remains a key source of social recognition, personal
confidence, and relational legitimacy for men. When economic stability is eroded,
these gendered expectations are thrown into question. Periods of unemployment,
precarity, or financial decline do more than disrupt livelihoods. They unsettle the
very narratives through which masculinity is affirmed. The loss of income
undermines the symbolic status attached to being a provider, turning economic
crises into deeply personal and psychologically damaging experiences. These
dynamics extend into intimate and family life. Decisions about marriage and long-
term commitment are often shaped by perceptions of economic preparedness
through which financial capacity is closely associated with masculine desirability
and responsibility. As a result, economic uncertainty reshapes private
relationships, by postponing, redefining, or even discouraging marriage
altogether. In this way, economic instability reverberates beyond the labour
market, reconfiguring gender identities and the rhythms of everyday life.
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Work has never been just work for men, but employment has carried a moral
and symbolic weight, operating as proof of usefulness, responsibility, and
masculine adulthood. Because masculinity has long been measured through
economic contribution, the loss of a job often destabilises more than just income,
as it unsettles how men locate themselves within family, relationships, and society
at large. Unemployment, in this sense, becomes a lingering pressure on identity,
rather than a temporary interruption in a career path. This pressure has intensified
under contemporary economic conditions. The waves of recession have erased the
spaces where masculine worth repeatedly found affirmation. Yet the expectation
to be the provider has not entirely disappeared. Instead, men are asked to live up
to standards that the labour market itself cannot support. Studies show that this
mismatch carries distinct gendered consequences. Men without work tend to feel
harsher social judgment than women in similar situations, as they interpret
unemployment more as a personal failure than a result of a structural condition.
Even men who remain employed often imagine potential job loss as a threat to
their masculine legitimacy, suggesting that the fear of status erosion extends
beyond actual unemployment. These perceptions are not symbolic: they are
strongly linked to emotional distress, including elevated anxiety, depressive
symptoms, and a declining sense of self-worth. Unemployment cannot be
understood only in economic terms. It operates as a gendered strain that exposes
how deeply mental well-being is tied to cultural expectations of masculinity
(Vandello and Bosson, 2012: 5-6).

According to Ray (2021; 319-320) all men do not experience unemployment
in the same way. Men navigate economic exclusion through a range of strategies
that may reinforce patriarchal power, redirect it into new domains, or quietly
transform it. One response is to find compensation through power. When
economic provision is no longer available as a source of masculine identity, some
men attempt to recover a sense of authority by exerting greater control over others.
This can take the form of increased dominance or violence towards women, or the
targeting of groups blamed for job loss or economic decline. In these cases,
masculinity is no longer expressed through productive work but through coercion
and exclusion, turning economic marginalisation into intensified forms of
patriarchal power. A closely related response shifts this search for authority into
other social arenas. Men excluded from stable employment may seek influence
through politics or religion, aligning themselves with institutions that offer
recognition and symbolic status, even when material rewards are limited. Not all
men, however, respond by trying to preserve their dominance. A smaller but
meaningful group moves in a different direction, rethinking masculinity itself.
These men place greater value on responsibility rather than authority, through
supporting women’s economic activities, sharing domestic work, or taking
caregiving roles. In doing so, masculinity is redefined around care, commitment,
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and cooperation (Pineda, 2000; Qayum and Ray, 2010). For many men, responses
are quieter, and shaped by waiting rather than action. Ethnographic research
describes two such patterns as “hanging out” and “hanging on.” “Hanging out”
refers to unemployed men spending extended time in public spaces, socialising
with peers, exchanging stories, and holding onto imagined futures of success or
mobility. However, these activities can also make public spaces feel less
welcoming or safe for women (Jeffrey, 2010; Ralph, 2008). “Hanging on” by
contrast, captures a mode of endurance. Men in this group respond to economic
insecurity by trying to adapt through submitting to new labour opportunities in
service or informal work.

Masculinity in South Korea has been historically constructed around
economic provision, stable employment, and the capacity to fulfill the
breadwinner role. Within this context, economic insecurity undermines
masculinity not only materially but symbolically, as manhood operates as a
precarious status that must be continuously achieved and maintained. Labour-
market precarity, youth unemployment, and irregular work conditions transform
structural economic instability into individualised experiences of masculine
inadequacy. The erosion of economic stability destabilises men’s social
recognition, self-worth, and legitimacy in relation to marriage and family
formation. As a result, economic precarity in South Korea functions as a gendered
crisis that reshapes masculine identity, postpones commitments, and reinforces the
conditional nature of manhood. In South Korea too, economic precarity and
unemployment often intensify men’s sense of insecurity and threatened masculine
status, feelings that are frequently redirected towards women rather than towards
the structural conditions actually producing the economic instability. In this
context, resentment towards women’s economic visibility and gender-equality
demands can emerge as a way of making sense of blocked opportunities.
Misogyny takes shape as a gendered reaction to precarious manhood, in which
economic frustration is displaced onto women instead of being articulated as
structural critique. At the same time, these dynamics point to a further stage in the
causal process. Economic precarity generates what can be understood as diffuse
ontological anxiety (Step 2 of Figure 1); a pervasive sense that masculine identity
can no longer be securely sustained. This reflects a generalised instability in self-
understanding rather than a specific fear. Crucially, this anxiety does not remain
individual but becomes collectively articulated as fragile masculinity. In this next
step (Step 3 of Figure 1), personal insecurities are transformed into shared political
grievances, often redirected towards women rather than the structural sources of
economic instability. In this way, fragile masculinity functions as a mechanism
that channels diffuse ontological anxiety into gendered political claims.

These dynamics are empirically visible in South Korea’s competitive
employment sector, where the economic strain felt by the younger generation has
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become increasingly apparent. Data indicates that the younger section of the
population is struggling to access a stable job market. In particular, the dramatic
rise in unemployment and underemployment rates has fuelled public perceptions
that the government of the time have failed to provide a sustainable future for
young Korean men (Kwon, 2019; Stallard, 2022; Goodman, 2022).

The narrative of “prosperity in exchange for labour”, which dominated
Korea’s economic development process between the 1970s and the 1990s, no
longer holds for the younger generation, according to the current data (Kwon,
2019). Both public discourse and research emphasise the fact that young men are
experiencing growing anxiety about meeting the need to finance socially expected
living standards, amid a highly competitive environment in the job market and
economic stagnation, alongside rising housing prices (Kwon, 2019; Stallard, 2022;
Kim, 2025; Gunia, 2022). As a result, young Korean men perceive themselves as
“falling behind” in both economic, social and cultural contexts (Kwon, 2019;
Stallard, 2022; Goodman 2022).

One of the phenomena used when defining this sense of “falling behind” is
the social expectation system known as the “K-timeline”, conceptualised by Ann
Hee Je (Kim, 2025). This concept argues that the definition of masculinity in
South Korea 1s shaped by a rigid and temporally framed life trajectory. According
to this cultural phenomenon, Korean men are expected to complete certain stages,
such as education, military service, finding a job, marriage and having children,
in a specific order and “on time” (Kim, 2025; Jung, Bendeich and Escritt, 2025).
It can be seen that this life schedule is framed as a social norm, regardless of
individual preferences, and 1is associated with the Korean definition of
masculinity. In this context, “masculinity” is not viewed as an innate biological
trait; rather, it is understood as a performative domain that is constantly tested
within a cycle of repetitive labour, examination, success, and failure (Kim, 2025).

In light of the data, the process of entering the labour market appears to be a
central point in this evaluation of masculinity (Kim, 2025). Accordingly, financial
independence and stability are frequently cited as key criteria in narratives about
masculinity that define Korean men's perception of “being a real man” (Kim,
2025). Failure to achieve these goals has been found to create an identity crisis,
and is associated with a perceived threat to their legitimacy. Consequently, any
temporal deviation in this domain will result in being labelled “a failed man”
(Kim, 2025). This sense of disappointment will lead to the perception of policies
aimed at increasing female employment as a threat (Kim, 2025; Kwon, 2019;
Jung, Bendeich and Escritt, 2025; CNA Insider, 2023; Asian Boss, 2021). Indeed,
it appears that policies announced in November 2017 that aimed to increase
female representation in the public and private sectors were framed by young men
as regulations that undermined the principle of merit (Kwon, 2019; Asian Boss,
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2021). These statements are linked to a broader perception among Korean men
that policies developed to ensure gender equality create a competitive
disadvantage for them. Similarly, it is observed that the increase in women's
participation in the workforce is perceived by Korean men in their twenties as the
reason for their individual failure. Thus, the economic crisis, fundamentally
stemming from structural problems, has evolved into a conflict between the sexes
(Jung, Bendeich and Escritt, 2025; Goodman 2022; Kim, 2025; CNA Insider,
2023).

Conscription as Masculine Proof and Catalyst of Military Insecurity

According to Tapscott (2018: 121-122), hegemonic masculinity
conceptualises gender as a field of struggle, in which one dominant form of
masculinity is constructed as normative and superior, while other masculinities
such as fragile masculinities are marginalised. This hierarchy among men
legitimises unequal power relations, by presenting masculine dominance as
natural, and reinforcing broader structures of domination. The state sustains these
hierarchies both directly through discipline and norm-setting and indirectly
through embedding masculine ideals within key institutions such as the economy
and the military. Militarised masculinity constitutes an intensified expression of
hegemonic masculinity. It relies on a binary opposition between the man in
uniform and a feminised civilian sphere, by positioning military masculinity as
both dominant and protective. Militarised masculinity functions as a powerful
1deological tool that promotes nationalism, and encourages men to accept risk and
sacrifice for the state, by equating manhood with warriorhood. While hegemonic
masculinity organises hierarchies among men, militarised masculinity extends this
logic, as it privileges military masculinity over all civilian forms, and it narrows
the range of legitimate masculine identities. Nevertheless, hegemonic and
militarised masculinities are never totalising. As Cornwall and Lindisfarne argue,
dominant masculinities do not fully eliminate subordinate forms, but instead
spaces of resistance persist in which alternative masculinities are articulated and
sustained, allowing challenges to hegemonic gender orders (Cornwall and
Lindisfarne, 1994: 5, as cited in Tapscott, 2018: 133).

Masculinity is usually constructed through military service, so that
participation in the army is accepted as a key marker of ideal manhood. This
relation reinforces both men’s willingness to engage in combat, and the broader
legitimacy of male social dominance, as the military is widely perceived as a
masculine institution rooted in male dominance and cultural norms. Traits such
as strength, aggression, courage, discipline, emotional restraint, and
heterosexuality are defined as signs of real masculinity, and requirements for
effective soldiering within this framework. However, this alignment is not
uncontested, especially when state or social demands for military service exceed
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individual capacity, and therefore refusing to serve can pose as political
significance. Such refusal disrupts the assumed natural connection between
masculinity, militarism, and nationalism, revealing these relationships as
contingent, contested, and open to resistance (Perez and Sasson-Levy, 2015: 465,
484).

Military service provides men with access to symbolic and material resources
that are widely recognised as markers of masculine legitimacy. Military culture
systematically values emotional restraint, physical endurance, heterosexual
behaviour, self-discipline, aggression, autonomy, and a willingness to accept risk,
which are classified as traits that are identified in the literature as central to military
masculinity and aligned with Connell’s model of hegemonic masculinity (Higate,
2002, 2007; Higate and Hopton, 2005; Hockey, 2002; Padilla and Riege Laner,
2002; Regan de Bere, 2003; Siebold, 2001; Connell, 1987, 1995, 2000, 2005 as
cited in Hinojosa, 2010: 180; Albayrak-Donmez, 2024: 64). However, military
service does not produce masculinity as a fixed identity. Notwithstanding, it offers
the conditions under which hegemonic masculinity can be claimed. Through
institutionalised income, physical training, and disciplined bodies, the military
makes certain masculine resources available, but gender identities are
continuously constructed through social interaction rather than acquired through
institutional membership (Goffman, 1959; West and Zimmerman, 1987, as cited
in Hinojosa, 2010: 180). This process is inherently paradoxical, due to military
participation enhancing men’s capacity to assert their hegemonic masculinity, yet
it simultaneously subjects them to rigid hierarchies that limit autonomy and
reinforce subordination. As a result, hegemonic masculinity within the military
operates primarily through symbolic power. However symbolic distinctions
between soldiers and civilians, and across ranks create recurring opportunities to
enact dominance, which allows hegemonic masculine identities to be performed,
rehearsed, and sustained (Hinojosa, 2010: 192).

As Chung (2024: 347) argues, South Korea provides an important case of
the relationship between masculinity and military service. The introduction of
universal male conscription in 1949 led to the understanding of military service as
a prerequisite for fulfilling a man’s social role, especially under the shadow of
enduring security tensions with North Korea (Kwon, 2001; Moon, 2002; Moon,
2005a). During the post-Korean War period, national defence and compulsory
service were treated as social foundations. This treatment was reinforced during
military-backed authoritarian rule through labour-market advantages that
connected veteran status to masculine authority and economic citizenship (Moon,
2005a). This apparent consensus began to weaken in the 1990s, amid
democratisation, globalisation, and neoliberal restructuring that reshaped
dominant masculine ideals towards individual achievement, self-management,
emotional reflexivity, and body care (Moon, 2005b; Abelmann et al., 2009;
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Ainslie, 2017; Holliday and Elfving-Hwang, 2012; Frank, 2014; Weber, 2014;
Louie, 2012; Song, 2016, as cited in Chung, 2024). As the age of compulsory
military service overlaps with key stages of education and career formation, many
young men came to view military service as a disruptive waste of the prime of their
lives, particularly in an increasingly globalised and competitive environment
(Moon, 2005b; Song, 2015; Kwon and Roy, 2007). Despite these shifts, the
symbolic link between military service and hegemonic masculinity remains largely
intact. Completing the term of military service continues to function as a signifier
of normal manhood and social legitimacy, while exemption from it often carries
stigma and hurts the already fragile masculine identity (Moon, 2005b; Song,
2015). Militarised masculine norms also persist in organisational contexts, where
veterans are commonly perceived as more disciplined and committed than non-
veterans, including women and those who complete alternative civilian service,
typically in prisons and detention centres (Lee et al., 2019). Overall, this
demonstrates that even under neoliberal conditions, military service remains a key

mechanism through which hegemonic masculinity is performed and evaluated in
South Korean society (Chung, 2024: 349-351).

These dynamics also point to a further stage in the causal process. As the
fulfilment of military service becomes less likely to secure masculine recognition
under neoliberal conditions, this gives rise to a more diffuse form of ontological
anxiety that contributes to a persistent sense that traditional markers of manhood
no longer guarantee social legitimacy (Step 2 of Figure 1). This anxiety does not
just remain individual; it is collectively expressed as fragile masculinity (Step 3 of
Figure 1), through which personal insecurities take the form of shared political
grievances. In this process, frustrations surrounding military service are often
redirected towards women rather than towards the structural changes that have
unsettled the military—masculinity link, channelling diffuse anxiety into gendered
political claims.

While military service functions as a mechanism through which hegemonic
masculinity is institutionalised, it is also discursively used by Korean men to
construct a narrative of victimhood. The anxiety stemming from economic
insecurity, combined with the length of compulsory military service, reinforces
this widespread discourse among young men (Kim, 2024; Rashid, 2025; Kim,
2025; Jung, Bendeich and Escritt, 2025; Stallard, 2022; Kwon, 2019; CNA Insider,
2023; Asian Boss, 2021). Military service is not merely a policy aimed at state
security in South Korea; it also functions as a social mechanism through which
masculinity is institutionally constructed. The fact that this obligation extends over
such a long period —eighteen months— is interpreted by men as an “interruption”
in their careers and personal development (Kwon, 2019; Kim, 2025; CNA Insider,
2023). The argument that men “waste” this time by fulfilling their military
obligations while their women peers use the time to improve themselves and enter
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the job market, is frequently repeated by the anti-feminist groups. (Kim, 2024;
Rashid, 2025; Kim, 2025; Stallard, 2022; CNA Insider, 2023). In this context, the
period of compulsory military service fuels young men’s economic worries, and
reinforces the idea that they experience “reverse discrimination”, due to the
corresponding rights granted to their female peers (Chica-Morales, 2022; Kim,
2025; Shin, 2022). After the abolition of thse military service bonus system, many
young men felt like “the social cost” that they paid by fulfilling their military duties
was being disregarded (Until 1999, those who had finished their military service
received additional marks in government exams. This system was later abolished
because it was found to be discriminatory and was seen as inconsistent with the
principle of equality) (Kim, 2025; Rashid, 2025; Kim, 2024). Likewise, quota
systems aimed at boosting women’s representation in both the public and private
sector are often mentioned as examples of men facing “reverse discrimination” in
the country (Kim, 2024; Rashid, 2025; Kim, 2025; Asian Boss, 2021; CNA
Insider, 2023).

The data show that young Korean men tend to describe military service as
“unfair” (Kim, 2024; Rashid, 2025; Kim, 2025). They frame this experience not
just as an individual hardship, but as a narrative of collective victimhood. In this
regard, statements such as “True equality would mean women serving in the
military too.”, and “Women are using this time for improving themselves” are
mentioned by young men (Kim, 2025; Asian Boss, 2021).

Another significant finding is that during Yoon Suk Yeol’s administration,
the emphasis on militarism and the experience of conflict was supported via state
sponsored celebrations and official rhetoric (Kim, 2024). This approach played a
crucial role, not only in the security discourse of Yoon’s administration but also
in the definition of masculinity. The Armed Forces Day event held at
Gwanghwamun Square on 1st October 2024 1s a notable example of this
phenomenon (Kim, 2024). According to this example, militarism is often
positioned at the core of security policy, within the public sphere, and the
construction of political legitimacy. At this ceremony, where the latest weapon
systems in the arsenal were publicly displayed, the government reinforced its
rhetoric of “peace through strength” by illustrating it visually (Kim, 2024). Via this
demonstration, Yoon’s government highlighted its self-proclaimed comprehensive
capacity to address both internal and external threats (Kim, 2024). The large scale
of the event, along with its declaration as an official holiday, demonstrates the fact
that militarism is closely intertwined with everyday life (Kim, 2024). In this regard,
the ceremony serves as a symbolic reminder of the militarist order’s role in South
Korea.

This militarist order and gender inequality mutually reinforce each other
(Kim, 2024). Although the South Korean Constitution assigns the duty of
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protecting the nation to all of its citizens, the Military Service Act only covers men.
This arrangement fosters a gendered understanding of citizenship, by defining
masculinity through the guise of compulsory military service (Kim, 2024). At this
point, data show that military service is seen as an unavoidable obligation for
young men (Kim, 2024). Those who do not fulfil their military service obligations
are labelled as “deficient” and “abnormal” (Kim, 2024). This labelling has been
influential in the development of this perception. Within this discursive setting,
young Korean men frame women's exemption from military service, particularly
with their “failure” to contribute through a lack of childbearing, as grounds for
questioning the principle of equal citizenship (Kim, 2024). Thus, women's care
work, along with their overall economic contribution, is rendered invisible, while
the national security narrative is restricted to military service.

In South Korea, feminist demands have gained strength in the public sphere
since 2015 (Kim, 2024; Kwon, 2019; Celik, 2020: 519). The increased mobility of
young women has made the sexist nature of the militarist order visible. The
#MeToo movement, the protests following the Gangnam Station murder, and the
protests against anti-abortion laws have brought women's presence and demands
to the public eye (Kim, 2024; Kwon, 2019; Chica-Morales, 2022). However, it can
be seen that some conservative politicians have securitised these demands, in order
to mobilise the anger of young men. In this context, it is noteworthy that the debate
on “military service for women” is widely circulated during electioneering periods
(Kim, 2024). Consequently, militarism in South Korea is not merely a defence
practice developed against external threats; it is a phenomenon that reproduces
the understanding of gender inequality through military service. This securitising
language, constructed through the distinction between “us” and “the enemy”,
creates fertile ground for generating internal enemies, with a slight shift in
discourse (Kim, 2024).

This discursive reconfiguration must also be understood in generational
terms. Although gender inequality in South Korea has a long and deep-rooted
history, the current generation’s gender-based attitudes are markedly different
from their fathers' patriarchal protectiveness and adherence to traditional gender
roles (Park, 2021; Kwon, 2019). According to the data, in the traditional system,
men position themselves as authority figures, dominating women, whereas
antithetically Korean men in their twenties see themselves as victims of feminism
(Park, 2021; Kwon, 2019). This transformation demonstrates that masculinity has
been reconstructed as a threatened identity, by spotlighting its former position of
power. In this context, anti-feminism among young Korean men emerges as a
reactive and identity-based stance (Park, 2021). Taken together, the emerging form
of misogyny is grounded in the perception that masculinity is under threat. This
perception securitises women and women's rights as both an economic and a
status-based enemy, thereby paving the way for gender-based hostility.
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The published survey data (Park, 2021) clearly shows the quantitative extent
of this hostility. A total of 58.6 % of men in their twenties stated that they opposed
feminism, while 25.9 % indicated that their opposition was at the highest level.
The belief patterns of this 25.9% group point to a misogynistic and male-centred
worldview (Park, 2021). The entire group claimed that discrimination against men
today is more intense than that against women; the majority did not associate the
fact of women receiving lower wages with gender discrimination. They explained
this situation instead as a lack of individual effort (Park, 2025). This approach
reframes gender inequality from a structural issue into an individual one. Young
men’s perception of their female peers as a "threat" is legitimised via discourses of
merit and meritocracy (Park, 2021; Kang, 2026). The assumption that gender
equality has already been achieved, combined with the belief that women now
actually occupy an advantageous position, helps to construct men’s belief in their
relative loss of status as an absolute injustice. This domain, in which men perceive
themselves as disadvantaged, produces a political consciousness that positions
feminism as a direct target. In this regard, factors such as career interruptions
stemming from childcare, and institutional discrimination, are systematically
obscured. The formation of misogyny as a political identity is also reflected in
political preferences (Chica-Morales, 2022; Pasquini, 2022; Rashid, 2025;
Stallard, 2022; Kwon, 2019; Goodman, 2022). A substantial majority of the group
accused the Moon administration of “being too close to feminism”, due to their
policies on women’s representation (Park, 2021).

Park Min Young’s role in Yoon Suk Yeol’s election campaign reveals how
the discontent of young men in Korea has been incorporated into a voter-focused
strategy (Bicker, 2022). This strategy, conducted through social media, points to
the process of transforming men’s concerns into anti-feminist language (Bicker,
2022). By bringing “men’s rights” movements into the political arena, Yoon Suk
Yeol provided an ideological framework for Korean men’s economic concerns,
and their belief that they are treated unfairly (Bicker, 2022; Chica-Morales, 2022;
Pasquini, 2022; Shin, 2022; Gunia, 2022; Goodman, 2022; VICE News, 2023).
These movements have thus taken the form of political mobilisation (Stallard,
2022; Gunia, 2022).

Yoon’s targeting of young male voters in his election campaign should not
be interpreted merely as a pragmatic strategy aimed at leveraging voter behaviour.
This strategy has enabled anti-feminist discourse to gain political legitimacy.
Consequently, the anger of young men has become a resource that can be
mobilised by political actors (Bicker, 2022; Chica-Morales, 2022; Pasquini, 2022;
Shin, 2022; Gunia, 2022; Goodman, 2022; Stallard, 2022). This situation has
resulted in feminism being redefined as a political threat rather than a normative
struggle for rights (VICE News, 2023). Yoon’s discourse on feminism and Korean
women reveals that he follows a populist and polarising line. In the early stages of
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his election campaign, he described himself as a “feminist”, presenting this as a
form of “humanism” (Lee and Kim, 2022). However, this statement was soon
dismissed by party spokespeople as an “administrative error” and retracted (Lee
and Kim, 2022; Pasquini, 2022; Lee, n.d; archived version).

Subsequently, Yoon rejected the existence of structural inequalities, framing
gender-related issues as problems occurring “from person to person”, and stressing
the need to avoid “categorising problems according to gender”(Korea Times,
2022a; Lee, 2022; Gunia, 2022; Lee and Kim, 2022; Park Song I, 2023; National
Assembly of the Republic of Korea, 2022; Ko, 2022; Lee Min Jae, 2022; Kwak,
2022; Kang, 2022; Equality Women,2025). Thus, through this discourse, the
necessity for state-led gender policies is placed under scrutiny. By adopting this
approach, Yoon frames institutional measures designed to address structural
gender inequality as not only unnecessary but also potentially harmful (Lee and
Kim, 2022; Lee, 2022). The withdrawal of this discourse, in turn, reveals that
feminism is framed as a concept which is politically risky and to be avoided, within
Yoon's political stance. Yoon stated, "The priority for achieving national unity is
to serve the public properly by selecting talented individuals and to provide fair
regional development opportunities so that every region can achieve balanced
development (Jang and Kim, 2022). "I do not believe that gender quotas will
contribute to development across the country." (Jang and Kim, 2022). He further
noted that he did not plan to implement gender quotas when forming his cabinet
(Jang and Kim, 2022). These statements also illustrate his cautious approach. This
political stance, which especially rejects structural gender discrimination, gained
an institutional dimension with his election pledge to abolish the Ministry of
Gender Equality and Family (MOGEF) (Yoon Suk Yeol, 2022; VICE News,
2023; Yonhap News, as cited in The Korea Times, 2022b; Kim, 2022; Human
Rights Watch, 2022; Gunia, 2022; Chica-Morales, 2022; Lee Hae, 2022; Jang and
Kim, 2022; Lee and Kim, 2022; Delhaye, 2022; Jo, 2022; Lee, 2022; Korea Times,
2024; Pasquini, 2022; Goodman, 2022; Shin, 2022; Korea Times, 2022a; Park
Song I, 2023).

Yoon justified this promise on three main grounds: the ministry's tendency
to make young Korean men feel like “potential sex offenders”, its policies of
“focusing solely on eliminating discrimination against women”, and the fact that
the ministry had now “historically completed its mandate” (Jang and Kim, 2022;
Lee, 2022; Gunia, 2022; Chica- Morales, 2022; The Korea Times, 2024). Yoon's
criticisms of the Ministry of Gender Equality and Family demonstrate that he
framed gender equality as a narrow policy area specific to women. His claim that
the ministry focused solely on the inequalities experienced by women suggest a
rhetorical strategy that assumes men are subject to reverse discrimination. The
statement that the ministry had now completed its purpose reveals that Yoon
disregarded the continuing gender inequality in the country and coded women's

233



Arastirma Makalesi / Research Article Alternatif Politika, 2026, 18 (2): 212-245
https://doi.org/10.53376/ap.2026.08

demands for equality as a quest for privileges (Delhaye, 2022). His interpretation
of demands for gender equality as a sense of entitlement is also evident in his
economic policies. During a debate with other presidential candidates, Yoon was
criticised by his rival for suggesting that the budget allocated to address gender
equality issues could instead be used for border security (Jo, 2022). Indeed, after
becoming president, he took steps that confirmed these views. The data show that,
following his inauguration, the budget for gender equality policies was cut (Park
Joonyi, 2023; Park Song I, 2023). Although the government announced that the
Ministry of Gender Equality and Family's total budget for the following year had
increased by 9.4 % (147.58 billion KRW), it was observed that the budget allocated
to gender equality policies had in fact been reduced by 2.5 % (to 6,196 billion
KRW) (Park Joonyi, 2023). According to the Detailed Breakdown of the Women's
Policies Office 2024 Budget Proposal, 11 of the 19 projects carried out by the
Women's Policy Office had been cut. The ministry cited “rearranging priorities”
as the reason for this cut (Park Joonyi, 2023).

Yoon's rhetoric and actions narrow the concept of security to one of just
military capacity. In this context, policies promoting gender equality are dismissed
as "luxury" and "unnecessary" expenditures. As a result, the link between
masculinity, security and soldiering is reinforced. Consequently, it is evident that
economic insecurity, the narrative of male victimhood, and problems stemming
from the system itself in South Korea have been reframed by political actors
through a gendered lens. The gender issue is taken out of the political sphere and
transformed into a populist, securitising narrative centred on male victimhood.
And this narrative reframes the gender issue from a problem requiring a solution
into an arena of conflict that is used for political mobilisation.

4. CONCLUSION

This article set out to answer a critical question: how does fragile masculinity
mediate the relationship between external threats and the securitisation of women?
Through an examination of the South Korean case, this study has demonstrated
that the securitisation of women cannot be adequately explained through cultural
factors or authoritarian tendencies alone. At the same time, it emerges as a
structured compensatory response to the existential anxieties generated by military
and economic insecurity—anxieties that operate through the mechanism of fragile
masculinity.

The concept of fragile masculinity has proven central to an understanding of
this dynamic. As the theoretical framework has established, masculinity is not a
fixed identity but rather a precarious status that must be continuously earned and
defended. The findings confirm that when economic precarity and persistent
military threats destabilise the conditions under which masculine identity is
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reproduced—through provider roles, breadwinner status, and the protective
functions institutionalised in compulsory military service—young men experience
not merely material hardship but a profound crisis of identity. The K-timeline,
with its rigid temporal expectations for education, military service, employment,
and marriage, renders this fragility particularly acute in the South Korean context.
When men perceive themselves as failing to meet these benchmarks, the anxiety
generated by fragile masculinity seeks resolution through compensatory
responses.

This study has demonstrated that the securitisation of women functions
precisely as such a compensatory mechanism. Rather than directing frustration
towards the structural conditions producing the basic economic and military
insecurity, young Korean men redirect their anxieties towards women. Feminist
movements, women's workforce participation, and gender equality policies are
consequently reframed not as legitimate social demands but as threats to
masculine status and national security. The discourse of "reverse discrimination"
and male victimhood observed in the findings reflects the psychological dynamics
of fragile masculinity: the need to restore threatened masculine identity by
constructing women as the source of men's diminished status.

The analysis has further shown how political actors have mobilised this
fragile masculinity for electoral purposes. President Yoon Suk Yeol's campaign
and subsequent policies—proposing the abolition of the Ministry of Gender
Equality and Family, cutting gender equality budgets, and denying the existence
of structural discrimination—demonstrate how elite discourse channels the
anxieties of fragile masculinity into institutionalised policy. This is not merely top-
down manipulation; it reflects genuine resonance between political rhetoric and
the identity-based grievances of young men experiencing threats to their
masculinity.

By bringing together the ontological security theory and the fragile
masculinity literature through the lens of securitisation, this study makes three key
contributions. First, it places fragile masculinity at the centre of security analysis,
revealing how the anxiety generated by external threats within masculine identity
transforms into political discourse and mobilisation. Second, it conceptualises the
securitisation of women as a systematic compensatory mechanism—a conscious
and repeated political practice, aimed at managing the crisis of masculinity. Third,
by focusing on South Korea, a developed democracy, this article demonstrates
that these dynamics are not confined to authoritarian contexts, but can emerge
wherever military and economic insecurities intersect with the precarious nature
of masculine identity.
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Ultimately, this study underscores that the securitisation of women
represents neither irrational backlash nor mere political manipulation. It is a
structured response to ontological insecurity operating through fragile
masculinity—one that transforms women from citizens with legitimate rights into
internal enemies of national security. Understanding this mechanism is essential
for developing effective responses to the growing global phenomenon of anti-
feminist politics, and the erosion of gender equality.
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ABSTRACT

This article examines how Donald Trump’s hypermasculine
presidential leadership reshaped the U.S.-led international
order by centering hypermasculinity as a constitutive
dimension of international order. While mainstream IR
accounts explain transformations in U.S. foreign policy
through shifts in power distribution, grand strategy, or
leadership preferences, this article argues that such approaches
neglect the gendered foundations through which U.S. primacy
and hierarchical masculinities are constructed. Drawing on the
concepts of gendered multilevel games, gendered leadership,
and state hypermasculinity, it conceptualizes hypermasculinity
as an interlocking governing rationality operating across
multiple levels of analysis and across diplomatic, structural,
spatial, and virtual dimensions of state power through
presidential leadership. Focusing on Trump’s leadership and a
feminist reading of the 2025 U.S. National Security Strategy,
it demonstrates how hypermasculine governing rationalities
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reorganize international politics through differentiated
masculinities, particularly via diplomatic hypermasculinity
operationalized through feminization, infantilization,
coercive transactionalism, and demands for gratitude. The
article concludes that presidential hypermasculinity under
conditions of U.S. primacy tends to reproduce security
dilemmas as masculinity dilemmas rather than generating
durable stability.

Keywords: Hypermasculinity, Leadership, Trump Doctrine,
U.S. Foreign Policy, Gender and Security.

0z

Bu makale, hipererkeksiligi uluslararas1 diizenin kurucu bir
boyutu olarak ele alarak Donald Trump’in hipererkeksi
bagkanlik liderliginin ABD onciiliigiindeki uluslararas1 diizeni
nasil doniistiirdiigiinii incelemektedir. Anaakim Uluslararasi
iligkiler yazin1 bu doniigiimleri gii¢c dengesi, biiyiik strateji ya
da lider tercihleri iizerinden ac¢iklarken, bu makale s6z konusu
yaklasimlarin ABD  hegemonyasinin ve  hiyerarsik
erkeksiliklerin inga edildigi toplumsal cinsiyet temellerini g6z
ardi1 ettigini ileri siirmektedir. Cinsiyetlendirilmis ¢ok diizeyli
oyunlar, cinsiyetlendirilmis liderlik ve devlet hipererkeksiligi
kavramlarindan hareket eden c¢alisma, hipererkeksiligi
baskanlik liderligi araciligiyla devlet iktidarmin diplomatik,
yapisal, mekansal ve sanal boyutlarinda isleyen i¢ ice gecmis
bir yonetim mantig1 olarak kavramsallastirmaktadir. Trump’in
liderligine ve 2025 ABD Ulusal Giivenlik Stratejisi’nin
feminist okumasina odaklanan makale, hipererkeksi yonetim
mantigimin uluslararas: iligkileri farklilasmis erkeksilikler
iizerinden nasil yeniden diizenledigini; bunun oOzellikle
kadinsilastirma, kiiciimseme, c¢ikarc1 diplomasi ve minnet
talepleri araciligiyla isleyen diplomatik hipererkeksilik
iizerinden nasil hayata gecirildigini ortaya koymaktadir.
Makale, ABD askeri iistiinliigii kosullarinda bagskanlik
hipererkeksiliginin kalic1 istikrar iiretmek yerine giivenlik
ikilemlerini erkeklik ikilemleri olarak yeniden iiretme
egiliminde oldugu sonucuna varmaktadir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Hipererkeklik, Liderlik, Trump Doktrini,
ABD Dss Politikasi, Toplumsal Cinsiyet ve Giivenlik.
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INTRODUCTION

International order has never been gender-neutral. Feminist IR scholarship
has long demonstrated that the international system is structured through
masculinist logics that privilege hierarchy, militarization, autonomy, and
domination, while marginalizing political practices associated with care, restraint,
interdependence, and diplomacy (Tickner, 1992; Enloe, 2000; Hooper, 2001).
Within this literature, masculinity is understood not as a set of individual traits
attached to male bodies or leaders, but as a constitutive social logic through which
power, security, and legitimacy are defined and enacted in global politics. As
Enloe (2000: 200) argues, understanding the international workings of masculinity
1s indispensable to making a feminist sense of international politics at the structural
level. Moreover, feminist scholarship has demonstrated that gendered logics
operate not only at the structural level but also through the state and presidential
leadership, showing that masculinity is constitutive of international politics across
multiple levels of analysis (Peterson, 1992; Parashar et al., 2018: 5; True, 2018;
Parpart, 2018: 205).

Yet, despite decades of feminist IR scholarship, the gendered logics
underpinning the transformation of international order remain systematically
undertheorized in mainstream accounts, which continue to explain structural
change primarily through shifts in the material distribution of power, U.S. grand
strategy, or leaders’ strategic preferences (Jervis 2009; Ikenberry et al. 2009;
Renshon and Suedfeld, 2020). Although Foreign Policy Analysis has long
recognized the importance of political leaders in shaping foreign policy outcomes
(Jervis, 1994; Hermann et al., 2001; Byman and Pollack, 2001; Jervis, 2013),
leadership is typically analyzed through strategic preferences, cognitive traits, or
decision-making styles rather than as a gendered political practice. Consequently,
mainstream approaches have left insufficiently examined the gendered
foundations through which leadership, state power, and international order are
mutually constituted. This omission becomes particularly consequential when
hypermasculinity is understood as a governing rationality that operates
simultaneously across domestic, state, and international arenas, blurring
conventional distinctions between the private and the public, the domestic and the
international (Hooper, 1999: 489; Aggestam and True, 2021; Aggestam et al.,
2024: 124; Lassman, 2025).

This article argues that the transformation of the U.S.-led liberal
international order under Trump cannot be adequately understood without
centering hypermasculinity as a constitutive dimension of structural reordering
and change. Feminist scholarship demonstrates that hypermasculinity becomes
particularly salient under perceived conditions of vulnerability, status anxiety, and
hegemonic decline (Ling, 2000: 281; Agathangelou and Ling, 2004: 519; Maruska,
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2010: 239; Mclntosh et al., 2025: 384-387). Following the 2008 financial crisis,
the wars in Afghanistan and Iraq, and the relative diffusion of global power, U.S.
leadership increasingly confronted perceptions of overstretch, economic decline,
and weakened international authority. While earlier administrations largely
attempted to manage these pressures through retrenchment, multilateralism, and
burden sharing, Trump interpreted them through a hypermasculine logic that
framed the liberal international order itself as evidence of exploitation by allies,
competitors, migrants, and global elites. Although existing feminist scholarship
has addressed U.S. hypermasculinity across different historical periods and
administrations (Nayak, 2006; Maruska, 2010; Stachowitsch, 2012;
Eroukhmanoff, 2017; McIntosh and Hughes, 2025), Trump’s second term and the
NSS remain understudied.

This article addresses that gap by conceptualizing hypermasculinity not
merely as a presidential characteristic limited to the individual level but as a crisis-
oriented governing rationality through which insecurity is simultaneously
managed and reproduced across individual, state, and structural levels. Building
on Sjoberg’s (2012) argument that gender hierarchy is a structural feature of the
international system that shapes unit function, capabilities distribution, and
political processes among states, it argues that hypermasculinity is the specific
crisis-driven form through which that gender hierarchy is activated and
institutionalized under conditions of U.S. primacy, its perceived decline and
hypermasculine presidential leadership. In this sense, based on feminist
scholarship, it reinstates that Waltz’s foundational problematic of Man, the State,
and War (2001) 1s a problem of Man, the State, and Hypermasculinity.

Building on recent feminist IR scholarship on gendered leadership
(Aggestam and True, 2021) and state hypermasculinity (Joshi and Tanyag, 2026),
this article advances three interrelated arguments. First, it argues that presidential
hypermasculinity under U.S. primacy is not merely a personal or domestic
attribute but a systemically consequential international practice due to the US’s
system-maker role since the end of World War II and preponderance of power
since the end of the Cold War (Mastanduno, 2009). Drawing on Aggestam and
True’s (2021) concept of gendered multilevel games, it demonstrates that Trump’s
leadership hypermasculinity functions as the key operational site through which
hypermasculine state rationalities of the US are articulated, personalized, and
institutionalized across domestic and international arenas simultaneously.
Second, building on Joshi and Tanyag’s (2026) concept of state hypermasculinity,
defined as an organizing logic to a range of interlocking state practices and
processes that manifest as threat response to real, imagined, or conjured crises
across diplomatic, structural, spatial, and virtual dimensions of state power, the
article demonstrates how U.S. presidential hypermasculinity defined by Donald
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Trump is embedded within state institutions, security practices, and geopolitical
imaginaries themselves.

Third, the article demonstrates that Trump’s hypermasculine leadership
reorganizes international order through differentiated masculinities structured
around feminization, infantilization, coercive transactionalism, and gratitude
politics. Gratitude politics, as conceptualized in this article, refers to the
hypermasculine practice through which the hegemonic leadership demands that
subordinated states publicly acknowledge their dependence, indebtedness, and
inferior position as a condition of continued protection, aid, or partnership,
thereby transforming recognition into a performative marker of hierarchy rather
than voluntary reciprocity among sovereign equals. Within this framework,
demands for gratitude and recognition function as hypermasculine disciplinary
practices through which allies, rivals, and subordinated actors are hierarchically
ordered amid perceived U.S. decline and hegemonic anxiety. U.S.
hypermasculine presidential leadership, therefore, tends to reproduce insecurity
by transforming geopolitical competition into antagonistic, crisis-oriented
ordering practices rather than generating durable stability, thereby rendering the
study of hypermasculinity indispensable for understanding the future of the liberal
international order.

The article’s methodology is elaborated in the following section; briefly, it
applies a feminist discourse-analytic lens to the NSS under Trump’s leadership to
examine how hypermasculine governing rationalities reorganize key geopolitical
relationships through differentiated hierarchies of masculinity. The article
proceeds in four steps. The first section develops the theoretical framework by
combining Aggestam and True’s (2021) concepts of gendered leadership and
gendered multilevel games with Joshi and Tanyag’s (2026) concept of state
hypermasculinity. Building on these approaches, it conceptualizes
hypermasculinity as a presidential, state, and structural governing rationality
operating across diplomatic, structural, spatial, and virtual dimensions of state
power, while situating presidential leadership as the key operational site through
which broader hypermasculine state rationalities are articulated and
institutionalized. The second section analyzes Trump’s hypermasculine
leadership across both presidential terms as a situated response to perceived U.S.
decline, status erosion, and hegemonic anxiety. It demonstrates how
hypermasculinity became increasingly institutionalized across the diplomatic,
structural, spatial, and virtual dimensions of state power throughout both
administrations. The third section reads the NSS as a discursive and institutional
site through which hypermasculinized national identity collapses the domestic—
international divide and redefines U.S. primacy through Trump’s gendered,
civilizational, hierarchical, and coercive approach to international politics.
Focusing on Europe and NATO, China, and the Western Hemisphere, the
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empirical analysis examines how Trump’s diplomatic hypermasculinity
hierarchically organizes these geopolitical, economic, and security relationships
through differentiated masculinities. The article concludes that the man, the state,
and hypermasculinity operate as interlocked governing logics, and that Trump’s
hypermasculine leadership, empowered by U.S. preponderance, tends to
reproduce security dilemmas as crises of hypermasculinity rather than generating
durable stability.

1. METHODOLOGY

Building on feminist IR scholarship arguing that “the international system is
structured through gender hierarchies,” the analysis assumes that states are
positioned within the current international order not only according to the
distribution of material capabilities but also according to the gendered meanings
attached to those capabilities (Sjoberg, 2012: 4-14). Despite its relative decline in
power, the United States remains the principal architect of the post—World War II
liberal international order and the system’s preponderant power. Consequently,
how its presidential leadership interprets, performs, and seeks to exercise this
structural position constitutes a particularly consequential site of analysis.
Following Stachowitsch’s (2012: 309-317) conceptualization of national security
strategy documents as sites where foreign policy orientations, military reforms,
and gender regimes are negotiated simultaneously, this article treats the NSS as a
discursive and institutional arena through which gendered representations of the
American Self and its Others are constructed and positioned within a hierarchical
gender order. This relational and hierarchical framework informs the article's
analytical and methodological approach. As the official articulation of national
security priorities under a given administration, the NSS provides an important
window into how presidential understandings of power, hierarchy, and
international order are reflected in a broader strategic vision.

Read through a feminist theory-informed interpretive discourse-analytic
lens, the NSS produced under Donald Trump is approached not as a neutral
statement of strategic priorities but as a site where American presidential and state-
level hypermasculinities construct gendered and hierarchically ordered
representations of international order. The analysis, therefore, examines how
Trump’s NSS constructs U.S. authority at the apex of this gendered hierarchy
while simultaneously positioning Europe, China, and the Western Hemisphere
within differentiated relations of dependence, rivalry, and subordination, thereby
producing differentiated masculinities ranging from feminized and infantilized
dependents to rival masculinities. In doing so, the analysis attends to
representations through which the United States is constructed as economically,
militarily, culturally, and civilizationally strong, sovereign, protective,
authoritative, and capable of leadership and order-making, characteristics that are
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commonly associated with hypermasculine performances of power in feminist IR
scholarship. It simultaneously examines representations of other actors associated
with dependence, vulnerability, correction, discipline, cultural decline, and
reliance on external support, characteristics that feminist IR scholarship has
frequently associated with subordinate masculinities and gendered positions
within hierarchical international orders. Rather than treating Europe, China, and
the Western Hemisphere as standalone case studies, the article examines how
Trump’s NSS positions and orders these geopolitical regions within a gendered
hierarchy of international order through recurring logics of alignment,
dependency, rivalry, and subordination.

The analysis conceptualizes U.S. hypermasculinity, as represented in the
NSS, as a relational and hierarchical form of ordering in which the more actors
are portrayed as dependent upon U.S. protection, resources, leadership, or
recognition, the more subordinate their position becomes within the NSS’s
gendered hierarchy, while actors represented as autonomous challengers are
interpreted as rival masculinities. These categories are identified through close
reading of the NSS, with particular attention to recurring representational logics,
word choice, and Self/Other hierarchies. Rather than treating particular words as
explicit indicators of emasculation and feminization, infantilization, or gratitude
politics, and without seeking to establish causal relationships or measure
hypermasculinity through keyword frequencies, the analysis examines
hierarchical and relational positioning by identifying three discursive markers
used to position other states and regions vis-a-vis the United States. Emasculation
and feminization are identified when actors are represented as dependent upon
U.S. military protection, economic resources, strategic guidance, or diplomatic
intervention. Infantilization is identified when actors are portrayed as lacking
autonomous agency and requiring U.S. oversight, correction, or discipline.
Gratitude politics is identified when past or present U.S. security commitments,
alliance obligations, economic contributions, or historical sacrifices are framed as
creating obligations of recognition, reciprocity, repayment, or public
acknowledgment from other actors. Together, these categories provide the
methodological basis for interpreting hierarchical and gendered representations of
international order in the NSS.

2. HYPERMASCULINITY GOVERNING LOGIC: PRESIDENTIAL,
STATE, AND STRUCTURAL LEVELS

The concept of hypermasculinity was coined by Ashis Nandy to capture a
reactionary form of masculinity emerging in response to domination,
vulnerability, and perceived emasculation (Agathangelou and Ling, 2004: 519).
Agathangelou and Ling (2004: 519) argue that hypermasculinity arises when
agents of hegemonic masculinity feel threatened or undermined, thereby inflating
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or exaggerating traditional masculine authority. This formulation establishes an
analytical distinction between hegemonic masculinity, understood as a
historically normalized configuration of masculine authority (Connell, 2020), and
hypermasculinity, conceptualized as its crisis-driven hardening under perceived
conditions of instability and decline. To understand this distinction fully, it is
necessary to situate it within Connell’s broader relational framework. Connell
(2020: 77-81) situates masculinities within relational hierarchies of dominance
and subordination, distinguishing hegemonic, subordinated, complicit, and
marginalized masculinities. Hegemonic masculinity occupies the apex of this
hierarchy through culturally legitimized authority sustained primarily through
consent rather than continuous coercion. Hypermasculinity, in this framework,
emerges when this consent-based dominance is perceived as fragile or threatened.
Nayak (2006: 43) further defines hypermasculinity as the sensationalistic
endorsement of rigid gender roles, militarized reactions, and an obsession with
order, power, and control. Hypermasculinity should therefore not be understood
simply as an intensified form of masculinity, but as a crisis-driven governing logic
activated when dominant masculinities perceive themselves as vulnerable,
displaced, or destabilized (Ling, 2000: 279; Maruska, 2010: 238-239).

Postcolonial feminist IR scholarship further demonstrates that
hypermasculinity operates as a compensatory response to underlying vulnerability
and anxiety about status loss within masculinized political orders shaped by
historical relations of domination (Ling, 2000: 279; Maruska, 2010: 238-239;
Mclntosh et al., 2025: 384-387). Weber (2018) describes this dynamic through the
notion of recurrent “hysteria”, capturing how hypermasculine reactions manifest
as explosive and repetitive overreactions to perceived threats to masculine
authority, while Maruska (2010) conceptualizes it as a “crisis of masculinity” that
becomes particularly salient during moments of crisis, war, or perceived decline
when established hierarchies of authority appear fragile. Ling (2000: 279, 281,
283) further traces this dynamic historically through the concept of subaltern
hypermasculinity, defined as a historically produced response to racialized
emasculation generated by colonial domination, occupation, and exploitation. In
such contexts, hegemonic masculinity hardens into hypermasculinity by
privileging coercion, militarized and racialized responses, executive control, and
exclusionary nationalism over restraint, diplomacy, or multilateralism, rendering
crisis itself politically productive through the legitimization of stronger borders,
coercive diplomacy, militarization of markets, executive centralization, and anti-
gender politics (Ling, 2000; Stachowitsch, 2015; Joshi and Tanyag, 2026: 3—4;
Agius, 2022).

Crucially, this relationship is mutually constitutive: hypermasculinity does
not merely respond to crisis but actively reproduces it, generating perpetual cycles
of insecurity, competition, and antagonism (Joshi and Tanyag, 2026: 4).
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Reinterpreting Maruska’s (2010: 248) argument that “hegemonic masculinity is
international politics and international politics is hegemonic masculinity”, under
conditions of crisis, hypermasculinity increasingly structures international politics
insofar as core concepts such as power, rationality, security, and sovereignty
remain saturated with hypermasculinized assumptions (Tickner, 1992; Hooper,
2001: 44).

Feminist IR scholarship has further demonstrated that hypermasculinity is
reproduced through discursive practices of emasculation, feminization,
infantilization, and racialization. Emasculation refers to the uncoding of subjects
as men, and feminization to their recoding as women, both of which function as
key mechanisms in the production of subordinate masculinities at the state level
(Weber, 2018: 151; Hutchings, 2018: 395; Hooper, 2001: 71; Stachowitsch, 2015:
372). Feminization devalues practices associated with soft power, diplomacy, and
international law while legitimizing coercive responses and reproducing
hierarchies among states. As Nayak (2006: 43) demonstrates, these dynamics
operate through infantilization (the representation of political actors as helpless,
backward, and in need of discipline), demonization and dehumanization (the
erasure of agency through racialized and gendered stigmatization), and sexual
commodification (the objectification of bodies within militarized and moral
economies), rendering coercive interventions politically and morally intelligible
while constructing the feminized and racialized Other as constitutive of
hypermasculine state identity. Joshi and Tanyang (2026: 4) highlight that
hypermasculinity is associated with colonialism’s “civilizing mission,” “war-
mongering,” and “territory-grabbing,” feminizing the colonial Other.
Remarkably, the demands for gratitude function as a hypermasculine hierarchical
practice through which subordinated states are made to publicly acknowledge
their emasculation, dependence, feminization, and infantilization, thereby
performing and reproducing their subordinate position within the hypermasculine
hegemon’s international order.

The question, then, i1s how this structural logic of hypermasculinity is
activated, personalized, and institutionalized within concrete foreign policy
practice. Foreign Policy Analysis provides a natural entry point here: as Hudson
(2005: 1) emphasizes, foreign policy outcomes are ultimately produced by human
decision-makers, rendering leaders’ perceptions, interpretations, and choices
central. Yet, despite this sustained attention to individual agency, FPA has long
examined leaders through gender-selective (Jessop, 2004) and an implicitly
masculinized conception of political agency, marginalizing the role of
masculinities and gendered subjectivities within foreign policy decision-making
(Hooper, 1999: 489; Byman and Pollack, 2001). For instance, Hermann’s (2003)
well-established Leadership Trait Analysis framework, while analytically
sophisticated, remains gender-selective, theorizing leadership through traits such
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as need for power and distrust of others without examining how these traits are
constituted through gendered logics of authority and dominance. Building on
Fletcher’s (2004) argument that “doing gender, doing power, and doing leadership
are frequently linked,” Aggestam and True (2020: 150; 2021: 388-389) argue that
FPA has insufficiently theorized gendered leadership as the key analytical
mechanism through which gendered dynamics between the state and structural
levels are mediated and operationalized. It is here that their concept of “gendered
multilevel games” becomes analytically indispensable, demonstrating how
political leaders function as the key site through which hypermasculine logics
operating across domestic, international, and transnational arenas are mobilized,
legitimized, and translated into specific foreign policy repertoires (Aggestam and
True, 2021: 387-393).

Moreover, building on Putnam’s (1988) two-level games framework,
Aggestam and True (2021: 387-388) demonstrate that leaders do not merely
respond to pre-given structural pressures but actively mobilize pro- and anti-
gender norms across multiple arenas to consolidate authority, define national
interest, and legitimize specific foreign policy repertoires. Leadership, therefore,
constitutes a gendered practice involving gendered behaviour, symbolism, and
interaction (Aggestam and True, 2021: 391). Crucially, their framework
demonstrates that leadership operates through multiple gendered configurations
rather than a singular masculinity, identifying variations, including
hypermasculine revisionist leadership, normative gendered nation-branding,
compassionate leadership, and contested leadership over pro- and anti-gender
norms (Aggestam and True, 2021: 394-403). As Aggestam and True (2021) argue,
hypermasculine revisionist leadership is characterized by antagonistic statecraft,
the rejection of multilateralism, the personalization of diplomacy, and populist
national restoration narratives structured around perceived decline, humiliation,
and emasculation. It is important to note that these variations demonstrate that
hypermasculinity constitutes one possible configuration of gendered leadership
under specific historical, geopolitical, and individual conditions rather than a
universal feature of political authority, where leaders’ personal gendered beliefs,
cognitive frameworks, and identity performances shape which configuration of
masculinity is enacted and institutionalized in foreign policy practice.

Similarly, Joshi and Tanyag (2026) argue that hypermasculinity should be
understood as a systemic and institutional governing logic rather than merely a
personal style or misogynistic disposition, conceptualizing ‘“state
hypermasculinity” as “an organizing logic to a range of interlocking state practices
and processes that manifest as threat response to real, imagined, or conjured
crises” (Joshi and Tanyag, 2026: 2). This formulation is analytically significant
because it shifts the focus from why particular leaders embody hypermasculinity
toward the conditions through which leaders are afforded autonomy to
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reconfigure state practices across multiple dimensions of governance and
international order. Hypermasculine leaders matter not simply because of their
personas or misogynistic and anti-feminist proclivities but because of their role as
agents of state hypermasculinity, activating or hastening hypermasculine state
transformations through their commanding ability to instrumentally produce and
project threats and crises that legitimize the expansion of executive power and
coercive state practices (Joshi and Tanyag, 2026: 2). Their framework nonetheless
converges with Aggestam and True’s argument that leadership, institutions, and
structures are mutually constitutive rather than analytically separable domains,
extending feminist Foreign Policy Analysis beyond leader-centric explanations by
foregrounding the institutionalization of hypermasculine logics within state
practices, security structures, and international ordering processes themselves
(Joshi and Tanyag, 2026: 2; Aggestam and True, 2021: 392-393).

Presidential leadership functions as the key operational mechanism through
which “state hypermasculinity” is translated into concrete governing practices
across four interrelated dimensions of state power (Joshi and Tanyag, 2026: 4-7).
As they argue, these dimensions are mutually reinforcing rather than discrete,
embedding hypermasculinity within state institutions, security practices, foreign
policy doctrines, and geopolitical imaginaries themselves. First, structural
hypermasculinity reorganizes political institutions around militarization,
securitization, and executive centralization. Second, spatial hypermasculinity
operates through border fortification, territorial competition, and exclusionary
constructions of national belonging. Third, virtual hypermasculinity normalizes
digitally mediated performances of antagonism, humiliation, and masculine
domination across political space (Joshi and Tanyag, 2026: 4-7).

Fourth, and most centrally for this article’s analysis, diplomatic
hypermasculinity privileges coercive sovereignty, transactionalism, strong-arm
bargaining, and antagonistic statecraft, and it is through this dimension that
hypermasculine state logics most visibly manifest in international relations.
Hypermasculine leaders increasingly establish a “muscular equation” between
themselves and the state, enabling them to personalize foreign policy authority
while delegitimizing deliberation, institutional restraint, and multilateral norms
(Joshi and Tanyag, 2026: 5). Diplomatic arenas consequently become sites of
“masculinity contests” in which leaders engage in symbolic performances of
dominance, humiliation, and toughness before domestic and international
audiences (Joshi and Tanyag, 2026: 5). Echoing Aggestam and True’s (2021: 394)
discussion of “alpha male foreign policy,” hypermasculine diplomacy is
characterized by strong-arm tactics, coercive bilateralism, anti-multilateralism,
and transactional politics organized around rigid “us versus them” binaries. These
diplomatic performances are not merely rhetorical: they are embedded within
broader transformations of state power itself, operating in tandem with structural
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changes that centralize executive authority, weaken institutional constraints,
intensify securitization, and normalize militarized responses to constructed crises
(Joshi and Tanyag, 2026: 5-6). Overall, these four dimensions reveal how
hypermasculinity becomes institutionalized as a governing rationality embedded
across multiple sites of state power, operating simultaneously through domestic
Institutions, geopolitical imaginaries, and international ordering practices.

In sum, leadership functions as the key operational site through which
hypermasculinity at the structural and state levels is articulated, personalized,
legitimized, and institutionalized within foreign policy and national security
practice (Aggestam and True, 2021; True, 2018; Jessop, 2004). Hypermasculinity
1s predominantly enacted by actors occupying positions of political authority,
whose masculinized visions of order, control, and responsibility come to structure
international politics itself (Parpart, 2018: 205). The U.S. hypermasculinized
leadership, in this sense, is not merely an individual attribute but a relational and
institutional practice through which gendered power operates across domestic and
international politics. This is particularly consequential given the U.S.’s structural
military and economic primacy, as its presidential performances of
hypermasculinity carry systemic implications for international peace and order.
National security strategies constitute one of the clearest institutional sites through
which U.S. presidential hypermasculinity reorganizes international relations
based on hierarchies of masculinities (Stachowitsch, 2012: 308). For this reason,
rather than reading the 2025 NSS merely as a reflection of Trump’s personal
worldview, the document 1s conceptualized as an institutional site through which
hypermasculine state logics become normalized and operationalized across
multiple domains of U.S. foreign policy through geopolitical hierarchies, coercive
economic practices, securitized identity narratives, alliance conditionality, and
differentiated masculinities (Joshi and Tanyag, 2026: 5-6). The following sections
examine how the hypermasculinity dynamic became increasingly institutionalized
across Trump’s two presidential terms before turning to a feminist reading of the
NSS that illustrates the hypermasculine reordering of international relations.

3. TRUMP’S HYPERMASCULINE PRESIDENTIAL LEADERSHIP:
FROM DOMESTIC RESTORATION TO INTERNATIONAL
REORDERING (2017-2025)

U.S. hypermasculinity is not a Trump invention but a constitutive feature of
U.S. foreign policy across administrations, albeit in different configurations
(Weldes, 1999; Weber, 2018; Campbell, 1992; Nayak, 2006; Maruska, 2010;
Stachowitsch, 2012; Niva, 2018). The United States consolidated its hegemonic
masculinity during the early Cold War through discourses of masculine
protection, nuclear primacy, and the feminization of communism as the
constitutive Other of American identity (Albayrak Dénmez, 2024: 70). Cold War
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foreign policy discourse did not merely respond to external threats but actively
produced national identity through exclusion and boundary-making, disciplining
internal others including homosexuals and communists while projecting the
feminized communist danger outward (Campbell, 1992). This gendered security
order repositioned women within the domestic sphere as guardians of family and
consumerist capitalism in a civilizational struggle between freedom and
communism (Enloe, 1993: 16), rendering hypermasculinity not only a security
logic but a gendered identity-producing practice that naturalized U.S. hierarchy
and coercive legitimacy within the Western alliance. This hypermasculinized
mode of order-making did not recede with the end of the Cold War but was
rearticulated under conditions of U.S. primacy, shifting across administrations in
response to changing geopolitical pressures (Enloe, 1993; Wohlforth, 2009).
Under Clinton, multilateralism and diplomacy were associated with more
expansive gender equality measures; under Bush, hypermasculine security logics
hardened in response to 9/11, framing gender equality as moral legitimation for
militarized intervention; and under Obama, pro-gender equality norms were
partially rehabilitated in both domestic politics and foreign policy discourse
(Stachowitsch, 2012: 309-317).

Yet it should be noted that due to the military and economic primacy of the
United States, even when pro-gender presidential masculinities lead the country,
the underlying militarized foundations of U.S. global leadership persist through
drone warfare, overseas bases, and strategic military balancing, rendering
diplomatic hypermasculinity structurally intact even as its rhetorical register shifts
toward multilateralism and liberal internationalism. For this reason, the
masculinity configuration adopted by U.S. presidents matters enormously for
international politics: given the structural hypermasculinity embedded in U.S.
foreign policy, a president who operationalizes hypermasculine governing
rationalities does not merely reflect personal disposition but activates and
intensifies the full force of American state hypermasculinity across domestic and
international arenas simultaneously. Drawing on Hermann’s (1980) leadership
trait analysis, Siniver and Featherstone (2020) characterize Trump as an
expansionist leader marked by low cognitive complexity, mistrust, and strong in-
group bias, traits closely aligned with hypermasculine leadership styles privileging
dominance, antagonism, and the externalization of insecurity. Against this
backdrop of structural continuity and leadership-mediated variation, Trump’s
hypermasculine presidential leadership represents the most aggressive
intensification of U.S. hypermasculinity at a critical conjuncture in which U.S.
hypermasculinity itself contests the liberal international order it once underwrote,
activating its full governing force across domestic and international arenas by
recasting multilateral norms, institutional restraint, and cooperative diplomacy as
signs of weakness and feminization.
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Emerging in a context marked by perceptions of U.S. decline, military
overstretch, and growing status anxiety following the 2008 financial crisis, the
wars in Afghanistan and Iraq, the relative diffusion of global power and rise of
China (Hill and Hurst, 2020), Trump constructed his political appeal around a
hypermasculinized narrative of national restoration, presenting the United States
as a weakened, exploited, and feminized power whose strength, authority, and
global dominance had allegedly been undermined by liberal elites, multilateral
commitments, migration, and progressive social transformation (Aggestam and
True, 2021: 394: Jasmin and Hosen, 2025). Central to this hypermasculine
leadership style was what Homolar and Scholz (2019: 344) conceptualize as
“Trump-speak”, a populist crisis rhetoric that simultaneously constructed an
imaginary crisis in America and positioned Trump as the only leader capable of
restoring national greatness. Rather than responding to objective conditions of
decline, “Trump-speak” actively manufactured ontological insecurity among the
American public by placing voters in a loss frame, amplifying anxieties about
cultural displacement, economic vulnerability, and demographic change, while
offering hypermasculine restoration narratives as the pathway back to normalcy
(Homolar and Scholz, 2019: 347, 356-357). The Make America Great Again
slogan and the America First doctrine together encapsulated this hypermasculine
project of national restoration, promising the recovery of masculine authority,
dominance, and control to constituencies experiencing perceived cultural
displacement and anxieties over the erosion of authentic American masculinity,
threatened by migrants, liberal reformers, and the expanding political visibility of
women, people of color, and other outsiders (McIntosh et al., 2025: 403;
Eroukhmanoff, 2017: 2-3; Homolar and Scholz, 2019: 347; Deckman and
Cassese, 2021: 279).

Within the domestic arena, Trump’s hypermasculine leadership operated
primarily through structural and virtual dimensions of state hypermasculinity
(Joshi and Tanyag, 2026: 5-7). Structurally, Trump systematically used crisis
logics to undermine existing institutional constraints and centralize executive
power, conjuring border crises, framing Mexican immigrants as bad hombres
posing sexual threats to American women and children, and mobilizing racialized
masculinist logics that disciplined dissenting citizens as feminized and deviant
others (Agius, 2022; Joshi and Tanyag, 2026: 5-6). In his second term, structural
hypermasculinity deepened through Trump’s invocation of the 1798 Alien
Enemies Act to implement a militarized mass deportation campaign that defied
multiple court orders, generating what legal scholars identify as a constitutional
crisis through the deliberate disruption of checks and balances between the
legislature, judiciary, and executive (Kettl, 2025). Virtually, Trump’s Make
America Great Again online ecosystem, encompassing memes, Al-generated
fakes, and algorithmically amplified content, constituted a digitally curated reality
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of national restoration that erased material inequalities and political failures, while
his tweet diplomacy normalized politics as a zero-sum arena of masculine
competition (Smith and Higgins, 2020; Joshi and Tanyag, 2026: 6-7). In his
second term, virtual hypermasculinity deepened through the growing political
influence of tech oligarchs such as Elon Musk, whose control over major digital
platforms enabled new forms of state collusion with private tech companies to
shape political narratives, amplify misogynistic and anti-gender content, and
expand the reach of authoritarian political identity beyond domestic settings
(Joshi and Tanyag, 2026: 7). Together, these domestic dimensions of
hypermasculinity operated through the feminization and racialization of internal
others, constructing a hypermasculine national identity that simultaneously
disciplined dissent at home and projected an aggressive masculine authority
outward.

In the international arena, Trump’s hypermasculine leadership operated
primarily through diplomatic and spatial dimensions of state hypermasculinity.
Diplomatically, Trump’s foreign policy was marked by an extreme sensitivity to
symbolism, where status, respect, and recognition functioned as the critical pillars
of American diplomatic authority, rendering any perceived disrespect, burden-
sharing failure, or insufficient deference a direct challenge to masculine national
honor requiring coercive response (Aggestam and True, 2021: 394). This
hypermasculine tendency helps explain Trump’s dramatic shift toward
bilateralism, reflecting a deep disbelief in multilateral diplomacy and international
norms as an emasculating constraint on sovereign authority (Aggestam and True,
2021: 391, 395; Joshi and Tanyag, 2026: 6). During his first term, Trump withdrew
the United States from the Trans-Pacific Partnership, the Paris Climate
Agreement, and the Iran nuclear deal, repeatedly framing multilateral
commitments as constraints on U.S. sovereignty and emasculating impositions by
global elites (White, 2022: 4; Renshon and Suedfeld, 2020). He imposed tariffs on
close allies such as Canada, Mexico, and the European Union, escalated
economic confrontation with China, and openly questioned NATOQO’s value by
conditioning alliance commitments on financial burden-sharing (Smith and
Higgins, 2020: 8). Diplomatic forums became sites of explicit masculinity contests,
most visibly at the 2018 North Korea-U.S. summit, where Trump and Kim Jong
Un engaged in performative displays of dominance over nuclear capability, and at
the 2018 G7 summit, where Trump publicly labeled Canadian Prime Minister
Justin Trudeau meek and mild and dishonest and weak, attributions carrying
implicit feminine connotations designed to subordinate an allied leader before
domestic and international audiences (Aggestam and True, 2021: 394, 397).

As Joshi and Tanyag (2026: 5) argue, hypermasculine diplomacy establishes
a muscular equation between the leader and the state, closing off deliberative
politics and recasting international relations as a winner-takes-all contest of
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masculine authority. Across both terms, transactionalism functioned as the
defining governing logic of this hypermasculine diplomacy: rather than treating
alliances, diplomacy, or international commitments as institutional or normative
relationships, Trump approached them through what scholars describe as a
masculinized “money-first prism” (Siniver and Featherstone, 2020: 71) or
“commercial realism” (Schweller, 2026) centered on bargaining power, hierarchy,
dominance, and fair share calculations, publicly shaming allies who failed to meet
U.S. expectations and reducing complex geopolitical questions to coercive
business-style transactions. As Schweller (2026) suggests, under the logic of what
he terms commercial realism, Trump advocates that the United States should
derive tangible benefits from the provision of global public goods or have little
reason to continue providing them. In his reading of the Trump administration's
posture, security commitments and military alliances are consequently reframed
as contingent upon economic returns, transforming protection into a transactional
exchange rather than an unconditional strategic obligation. U.S. alliances, as he
underlines, appear increasingly tied to the purchase of American weapons, energy,
and industrial products, reinforcing a hierarchical relationship in which continued
protection is conditioned upon economic reciprocity and material contribution.

Spatially, Trump’s abandonment of global climate commitments and vows
to “drill, baby, drill” reflected what Daggett (2018: 37) conceptualizes as “petro-
masculinity”, recasting climate policy as a feminist and globalist imposition on
authentic American masculine identity. At the same time, the 2026 intervention
in Venezuela and the capture of Nicolas Maduro under narco-terrorism charges,
U.S. demands regarding Greenland on the grounds of national security concerns
linked to Russian and Chinese activity in the Arctic, and Trump’s tariff policies
and repeated references to Canada as the “51st State” reflected a hypermasculine
understanding of sovereignty grounded in dominance, coercion, and hierarchical
control rather than sovereign equality among states (Olay, 2026; CNN, 2026a;
2026b; Boynton, 2026). Taken together, these policies can be read as attempts to
reassert U.S. authority within its perceived sphere of influence through the
hypermasculine projection of power across the Western Hemisphere and the
Arctic.

In his second term, this transactional and hypermasculine diplomatic logic
deepened into a systematic politics of gratitude, through which Trump demanded
explicit acknowledgment of American generosity as an organizing principle of
U.S. foreign relations. Building directly on Aggestam and True’s (2021: 394)
observation that status, respect, and recognition constitute the critical pillars of
Trump’s foreign policy authority, gratitude politics represents the hypermasculine
institutionalization of these demands, operating through the feminization and
infantilization of subordinate states and transforming recognition into a
performative marker of hierarchy and obedience rather than voluntary reciprocity.
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Trump complained that nobody has thanked him for sending millions in aid to
help people suffering from starvation in Gaza (Washington Post, 2025), while
simultaneously portraying himself as responsible for ending eight wars and
restoring peace and stability in our world (White House, 2025: 1).

This gratitude gap between the recognition Trump believed the United States
and himself personally deserved and the appreciation he claimed it received
structured his foreign policy posture across multiple bilateral relationships. It was
most starkly illustrated in Vice President Vance’s public criticism of Ukrainian
President Zelenskyy for insufficient gratitude toward U.S. aid (CNBC, 2025),
while Zelenskyy’s subsequent public message thanking the U.S., Congress, and
the American people underscored the coercive and subordinating character of the
demand rather than any genuine notion of voluntary reciprocity (Fenbert, 2025).
Similarly, despite being symbolically presented with a Nobel Peace Prize
nomination by Venezuelan opposition leader Maria Corina Machado, Trump
continued to express resentment at not receiving the prize, accusing the Nobel
Committee of political bias (Al Jazeera, 2026). Taken together, these episodes
reveal how the politics of gratitude operated as a performative enactment of
hypermasculine authority, reflecting a neo-colonial and imperial logic of hierarchy
rather than negotiation among sovereign equals.

These interlocking domestic and international dimensions reveal how
Trump’s hypermasculine leadership operated across both arenas as an
increasingly institutionalized governing rationality rather than merely a
performative leadership style. In this sense, U.S. foreign policy has been shaped
not only by structural imperatives but also through hypermasculine leadership
choices and identity performances (Walker et al., 1999: 623; Snyder et al., 2009).
Where Trump’s first term normalized hypermasculinity as a mode of foreign
policy conduct, his second term codified it as a durable organizing principle of the
state, most systematically in the 2025 National Security Strategy, which
institutionalized coercion, transactionalism, and hierarchical discipline through
demands for gratitude as the foundational logic of U.S. hypermasculine primacy.
The following sections analyze how this hypermasculine governing rationality is
institutionalized across the NSS through differentiated constructions of Europe
and NATO, China, and the Western Hemisphere.

4. THE 2025 NATIONAL SECURITY STRATEGY: FROM
HYPERMASCULINE IDENTITY TO HIERARCHICAL
INTERNATIONAL ORDER

The NSS does not articulate national security solely through
hypermasculinized geo-economic and geopolitical priorities. Rather, national
security is constructed through the collapse of the internal-external divide, as
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hypermasculinized national identity becomes both the object and instrument of
security policy. Instead of treating security as a response to an external
environment, the document frames it as a project of boundary-making in which
gendered norms of belonging, competence, and moral order shape both domestic
governance and international positioning. The hierarchical, exclusionary, and
disciplinary logics through which the NSS secures the national subject at home
are projected outward as structuring principles of international order, contributing
to the rearticulation of U.S. hegemony through the translation of hypermasculine
domestic identity into a national interest-oriented foreign policy. This logic is
reflected in the Strategy’s stated objective of ensuring that the United States
remains the world’s “strongest, richest, most powerful, and most successful
country,” possessing the world’s “strongest economy and military,” “world-
beating innovation,” unrivaled “soft power,” and a “historic record of benefitting
allies and partners,” while simultaneously seeking greater freedom from a
“network of international institutions” (The White House, 2025: 2-3).

The NSS reconstructs national and civilizational identity through a deeply
hypermasculinized and exclusionary framework in which security is repeatedly
tied to the restoration of a particular moral, cultural, and demographic order.
National strength is framed as contingent upon rejecting what the NSS labels
“radical gender ideology” and “woke lunacy” and “so-called ‘DEI’ initiatives”
(The White House, 2025: 1, 6), portrayed as “discriminatory and anti-competitive
practices that degrade our institutions and hold us back” (The White House, 2025:
6). Within this hypermasculine framing, competence and merit are elevated as
universal civilizational virtues yet discursively opposed to diversity, equity, and
inclusion, thereby narrowing the boundaries of who can be recognized as a
legitimate bearer of U.S. national authority and capability. Feminist, anti-
discriminatory, and inclusion-oriented policies are recast not as political choices
but as threats to institutional competence and national resilience, which is a move
that works to naturalize a racialized, heteronormative, and hypermasculine
conception of American identity.

The Strategy further links long-term security to the restoration and
reinvigoration of American spiritual and cultural health, without which long-term
security is impossible, and foregrounds the centrality of “strong, traditional
families that raise healthy children to national survival” (The White House, 2025:
4). Security i1s thus extended into intimate and social spheres, where family
structures, women’s reproductive rights, and cultural norms are implicitly
redefined as matters of strategic concern for national security. Rather than treating
gender, family, and culture as domains of political contestation, the NSS
naturalizes a heteronormative and hierarchical social order as a condition of
security, reinforcing longstanding feminist critiques that women’s bodies,
reproductive labor, and social roles are routinely instrumentalized within
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hypermasculinized projects of nation-state reproduction (Enloe, 1993;
Stachowitsch, 2012: 308). This move is analytically significant because it suggests
that the NSS does not merely reflect Trump’s personal gender ideology but works
to embed it as a governing rationality of the state, translating domestic
hypermasculine identity politics into the foundational premises of national
security strategy.

Building on this heteronormative and hierarchical construction of identity,
the NSS redefines national security in ways that reshape both America’s self-
understanding of power and its relations with the international order. Security is
no longer framed around liberal order maintenance, regime type, or democracy
promotion, but around the preservation of American primacy through control
over strategic dependencies and the extraction of returns on past investments in
the form of gratitude and alignment. This hypermasculinized logic is particularly
evident in the Strategy’s stark formulation that “the choice all countries should
face is whether they want to live in an American-led world of sovereign countries
and free economies or in a parallel one in which they are influenced by countries
on the other side of the world” (The White House, 2025: 18). Rather than
signaling retrenchment, this binary can be read as reasserting the U.S. self-
conception as the central ordering power of the international system,
simultaneously vulnerable and indispensable a formulation that reproduces the
crisis logic at the heart of hypermasculinity itself.

Liberal internationalism becomes less visible within the NSS. Concepts that
once anchored U.S. grand strategy, such as regime type, democracy promotion,
and the multilateralism of the liberal international order, no longer function as
organizing principles. This logic is reflected in the NSS’s broader critique of post—
Cold War U.S. foreign policy, which dismisses earlier strategies as “laundry lists
of wishes or desired end states” dependent upon a “permanent American
domination of the entire world” and argues that American elites misjudged the
public’s willingness to continue carrying global burdens disconnected from the
national interest (White House, 2025: 1-23). The Strategy instead insists that “the
affairs of other countries are our concern only if their activities directly threaten
our interests,” recasting international commitments as conditional transactions
rather than enduring obligations (The White House, 2025: 1). Within this
framework, assistance, protection, and alliance commitments are no longer
presented as responsibilities associated with US leadership but as investments that
generate expectations of recognition, reciprocity, and repayment.

Rather than advancing a liberal internationalist vision, the NSS advances a
hypermasculinized, pragmatist, and civilizational reading of world politics
grounded in the primacy of U.S. national interest. This logic is particularly evident
in the Middle East, where democracy promotion and nation-building are recast as
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strategic errors and relations are reoriented toward transactional cooperation
based on accepting the region, its leaders, and its nations “as they are” (The White
House, 2025: 28), consolidating a mode of strongmen-to-strongmen diplomacy
that privileges masculine authority over democratic legitimacy. The Strategy’s
emphasis on the primacy of nations, affirming that “the world’s fundamental
political unit is and will remain the nation-state” and expressing hostility toward
“sovereignty-sapping incursions” by transnational organizations, further
reinforces a hypermasculine logic of bounded sovereignty and zero-sum
competition, justified as consistent with “the laws of nature and nature’s God”
(The White House, 2025: 9). As multilateral commitments give way to a more
unilateral and transactional conception of national interest, the NSS organizes its
key geopolitical relationships, Europe and NATO, China, and the Western
Hemisphere, into differentiated gendered hierarchies, to which the following
sections now turn.

5. EUROPE AS A FEMINIZED EXTENDED SELF: NATO AND
GRATITUDE POLITICS

The NSS constructs Europe not as an external Other but as a “sentimentally”
valued extension of the American strategic self (The White House, 2025: 26). It
emphasizes that “Europe remains strategically and culturally vital to the United
States,” that transatlantic trade constitutes “one of the pillars of the global
economy and of American prosperity,” and that abandoning Europe would be
“self-defeating for what this strategy aims to achieve” (The White House, 2025:
26). Yet, this portrayal is accompanied by a parallel narrative of decline. Under
the heading of “Promoting European Greatness,” Europe is represented as
suffering from “cratering birthrates,” migration-driven social transformation,
eroding national identities, and declining civilizational confidence, raising
warnings that “the continent will be unrecognizable in 20 years or less” and face
the risk of “civilizational erasure” (The White House, 2025: 25-26). Europe is thus
positioned simultaneously as culturally intimate and economically indispensable,
yet also as increasingly incapable of sustaining itself without American guidance,
protection, and discipline.

Within this hypermasculinized security logic, demographic change and
migration are recast as symptoms of “civilizational erasure” linked to Europe’s
alleged loss of sovereignty and cultural self-confidence (The White House, 2025:
25). The NSS presents democratic backsliding and the rise of illiberal politics as
“causes for great optimism” because liberal governance is portrayed as having
weakened Europe’s “civilizational confidence” (The White House, 2025: 26).
References to the “suppression of free speech and political opposition” construct
a narrative of a silenced popular will constrained by ‘detached elites’ and
“transnational institutions” (The White House, 2025: 10). Coupled with claims
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that the European Union undermines sovereignty, the Strategy advances a
civilizational and exclusionary narrative that privileges cultural homogeneity and
demographic continuity. The insistence that Europe should “remain European”
can be read as implicitly recasting pluralism, migration, and, by extension,
commitments to minority rights and gender equality as sources of weakness, while
privileging social norms associated with cultural homogeneity, continuity, and
order as markers of strength and strategic reliability (The White House, 2025: 25).

This civilizational disciplining is inseparable from the Strategy’s redefinition
of NATO and Europe’s place within a U.S.-led security order. NATO is no longer
articulated primarily as a multilateral institution grounded in collective restraint
and mutual obligation but as a hierarchical security arrangement through which
American leadership is asserted and dependence is managed. Anchored in the
claim that “the United States will put our own interests first,” the Strategy declares
that “the days of the United States propping up the entire world order like Atlas
are over,” rejecting collective security as a shared obligation and recasting
protection as something that must be “earned through compliance, capacity, and
alignment” (The White House, 2025: 12). Burden sharing, therefore, becomes the
organizing principle of alliance politics. Trump’s “Hague Commitment,”
requiring NATO members to spend “5 percent of GDP on defense,” is elevated
into a “new global standard,” transforming defense spending into a performative
measure of loyalty and worthiness among “like-minded allies” (The White House,
2025: 12). Military expenditure is represented as functioning not merely as an
indicator of capability but also as a performative acknowledgment of U.S.
leadership within a hypermasculine alliance hierarchy.

Within this framework, Europe is portrayed as a politically fragmented,
strategically vulnerable, and emasculated actor, increasingly incapable of
autonomous geopolitical action without sustained American involvement (The
White House, 2025: 25-26). Although European states are acknowledged as
materially capable actors, the Strategy argues that “managing European relations
with Russia,” especially over Ukraine and stabilizing the Eurasian security order,
will require continued “U.S. diplomatic engagement and leverage” (The White
House, 2025: 25). European security is therefore represented as contingent upon
American arbitration rather than autonomous European agency. At the same
time, the NSS emphasizes Europe’s continued dependency on external actors for
both energy and security, particularly highlighting Germany’s vulnerabilities
following the Ukraine war (The White House, 2025: 26). Simultaneously, the NSS
expresses unease with Europe’s expanding economic ties beyond the transatlantic
space, particularly China—-EU relations and Germany’s deepening commercial
links with China. Such relationships are framed not as expressions of strategic
autonomy but as vulnerabilities and as implicitly ungrateful departures from the
U.S.-centered economic and security architecture that has underwritten European
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prosperity and stability. Gratitude politics thus operates here as a mechanism
through which dependency is made visible, and alliance obligations are recast as
expectations of recognition and repayment.

The logic of dependence extends beyond military burden sharing to the
internal social composition and future identity trajectories of allied societies.
Reflecting the exclusionary and racialized dimensions of Trump’s hypermasculine
nationalism, demographic change is explicitly framed in securitized terms as the
Strategy warns that some NATO members may eventually become “majority non-
European,” raising doubts about whether they will continue to “view their place
in the world, or their alliance with the US, in the same way as those who signed
the NATO charter” (The White House, 2025: 27). NATO membership is
accordingly framed not only as a matter of strategic alignment but also as
contingent upon civilizational continuity. Migration-driven diversity 1s
represented as a threat to alliance cohesion, while NATO enlargement is recast as
a potential “civilizational risk” that could dilute discipline, unity, and shared
identity (The White House, 2025: 27).

Within this hypermasculinized U.S.-led order, Europe and NATO are
constructed simultaneously as an extended civilizational self and as dependent
actors whose security, prosperity, and strategic relevance are represented as tied
to American power. The NSS portrays NATO as increasingly reliant upon U.S.
leadership, military capabilities, and financial contributions, while burden-sharing
demands recast alliance participation as conditional upon continued recognition
of American primacy. In this sense, NATO becomes incorporated into a
hierarchical relationship structured through dependence and subordination, while
Europe is positioned as an emasculated and a feminized dependent whose security
and strategic autonomy are portrayed as contingent upon continued American
protection and leadership. Europe’s continued reliance on the U.S. security
umbrella is further recoded as an obligation of gratitude, requiring recognition,
compliance, and acknowledgment of American leadership rather than reciprocal
partnership. Russia, by contrast, is implicitly positioned as a rival peer-masculinity
whose geopolitical assertiveness reinforces Europe’s representation as strategically
vulnerable and dependent upon U.S. leadership (Ashwin and Utrata, 2020).
Europe’s liberal democratic identity is no longer celebrated as the normative
foundation of the transatlantic partnership but is increasingly portrayed as a source
of weakness. What appears to matter most is Europe’s utility within a U.S.-
centered order, measured by its economic, military, and ideological contribution
to an international hierarchy organized around American leadership. What
appears to matter most to the US under the Trump administration seems to be
Europe’s functional utility within a U.S.-centered order, measured by its
willingness and ability to contribute economically, militarily, and ideologically to
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a hypermasculine international architecture structured by hierarchy, dependency,
and unequal authority.

6. CHINA AS THE UNGRATEFUL COMPETITOR IN A
HYPERMASCULINIZED ECONOMIC AND SECURITY ORDER

China occupies a distinctive position in the NSS as a significant Other,
whose rise 1s framed not only as strategically consequential but as central to a
broader hypermasculinized reassessment of U.S. leadership and international
order. The Strategy advances a revisionist reading of U.S.—China relations by
rejecting the long-standing assumption that opening U.S. markets, encouraging
American investment, and outsourcing manufacturing would facilitate China’s
integration into the so-called rules-based international order (The White House,
2025: 19). Instead, it asserts that this expectation was fundamentally mistaken,
insisting that this did not happen. China got rich and powerful, and used its wealth
and power to its considerable advantage. Responsibility for this outcome is
attributed to American elites who, over four successive administrations of both
political parties, were either willing enablers of China’s strategy or in denial (The
White House, 2025: 19). What began as a relationship between a mature, wealthy
economy and one of the world’s poorest countries is thus recast as having
produced a near-peer competitor, even as U.S. policy remained rooted in those
past assumptions (The White House, 2025: 20). In this framing, the liberal
international order can itself be read as retrospectively feminized, portrayed as an
enabling structure that weakened the US and empowered a rival without
producing political convergence, restraint, or alignment.

The portrayal of China in the NSS can therefore be read through a
hypermasculine logic of recognition and ingratitude, as China’s rise 1s framed not
merely as a material challenge but as a failure of reciprocity. The NSS underscores
that trade relations have been and remain fundamentally unbalanced, noting that
China adapted to U.S. tariffs after 2017 by strengthening its hold on supply chains,
particularly in low- and middle-income countries, and by exporting indirectly
through middlemen and Chinese-built factories in a dozen countries (The White
House, 2025: 19). Despite extensive access to U.S. markets, technology, and
supply chains, China is portrayed as refusing acknowledgment of U.S. leadership
and instead strategically exploiting openness to consolidate its own position (The
White House, 2025: 20). The Strategy explicitly targets predatory, state-directed
subsidies, unfair trading practices, grand-scale intellectual property theft and
industrial espionage, and threats against our supply chains that risk U.S. access to
critical resources, including minerals and rare earth elements (The White House,
2025: 21). Tariffs and restrictions are justified as necessary to rebalance America’s
economic relationship with China, prioritizing reciprocity and fairness to restore
American economic independence, with the explicit aim of ensuring that trade is
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balanced and focused on non-sensitive factors (The White House, 2025: 20).
Economic discipline and tariff policy thus operate as a hypermasculinized
correctives, designed to contain a rival depicted as benefiting from the system
without demonstrating restraint or gratitude.

On this basis, economic relations with China are framed in increasingly
securitized terms and reorganized through disciplinary hypermasculinist
mechanisms, most notably tariffs and coercive pressure extended to third parties.
This logic exceeds bilateral relations, encompassing China’s interactions with
third parties and the global economy. The NSS warns that Chinese state-led
companies have recycled perhaps $1.3 trillion of its trade surpluses into loans to
its trading partners, embedding hidden costs in the form of dependency and
leverage, while positioning the US and its allies as offering alternatives without
the same kind of strings (The White House, 2025:18). Allies and partners are urged
to align with U.S. efforts to prevent economies from becoming subordinate to any
competing power, and to use their combined economic weight to counter China’s
influence (The White House, 2025: 21). With regard to China, the NSS can be
read as positioning the United States as the central enforcer of a
hypermasculinized economic order, one that seeks to restructure and
hypermasculinized global trade and investment through tariffs, strategic
inducements, coercive alignment, and control over markets, technologies, and
supply chains rather than through liberal notions of mutual benefit and economic
integration. Taken together, the NSS frames China as a beneficiary that rose
through access to U.S. markets and technologies yet refused reciprocal alignment,
restraint, and gratitude. In doing so, it portrays previous U.S. approaches to liberal
economic engagement as permissive and strategically naive, a representation that
can be read as implicitly feminizing earlier approaches to international economic
order.

7. THE WESTERN HEMISPHERE AS A HYPERMASCULINE SPHERE
OF CONTROL

The NSS constructs the Western Hemisphere, particularly Latin America,
as a differentiated yet hierarchically ordered space, framed not as a region of
sovereign states but as a hypermasculinized sphere of control central to U.S. power
projection, homeland security, and economic resilience. The explicit commitment
to reassert and enforce the Monroe Doctrine, articulated through the so-called
“Trump Corollary”, and to “restore American preeminence in the Western
Hemisphere” (The White House, 2025: 5) advances a vision of hemispheric order
grounded in hierarchy rather than sovereign equality. This order is defined
through dominance and exclusion, as the Strategy insists on “deny[ing] non-
Hemispheric competitors the ability to position forces or other threatening
capabilities, or to own or control strategically vital assets” (The White House,
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2025: 15), casting the presence of China and Russia as illegitimate intrusions into
an imagined U.S. hemispheric self. This vision is operationalized through the logic
of “Enlist and Expand,” which positions Latin American states as subordinated
security providers, tasked with controlling migration, stopping drug flows,
neutralizing cartels, and producing tolerable stability, even beyond their own
borders, to insulate the U.S. core from peripheral disorder (The White House,
2025: 16). Coercion is explicitly normalized as an instrument of order-making
through “calls for a readjustment of our global military presence, expanded naval
and coast guard control over sea lanes and migration routes, targeted deployments
to secure the border and defeat cartels, including the use of lethal force, and
expanded access in strategically important locations” (The White House, 2025:
16). In this framing, Latin America is recast as an extension of U.S. political,
suggesting how a hypermasculine U.S. identity works to collapse the boundary
between domestic and foreign policy and to legitimize continuous intervention,
surveillance, and coercive governance within a feminized hemisphere constructed
as the extended hypermasculine backyard of the US.

Economic relations in the hemisphere are hypermasculinized and
subordinated to U.S. economic security through integrated political, economic,
and military means. The NSS prioritizes commercial diplomacy, explicitly
naming tariffs and reciprocal trade agreements as powerful tools, while instructing
embassies and officials to help American companies compete and succeed (The
White House, 2025: 18). Market access is rendered conditional, as the Strategy
insists that “the terms of our agreements, especially with those countries that
depend on us most and therefore over which we have the most leverage, must be
sole-source contracts for our companies, and that the US should push out foreign
companies that build infrastructure in the region” (The White House, 2025: 19).
Engagement by Latin American governments with non-Hemispheric competitors
is delegitimized as a security risk, framed as embedding hidden costs such as
espionage, cybersecurity risks, and debt-traps (The White House, 2025: 18),
thereby justifying U.S. pressure, inducement, and surveillance. Read together, the
Western Hemisphere emerges as a zone of hypermasculine competition and as a
politically subordinate periphery, economically extractive yet strategically
indispensable, subsumed under U.S. hypermasculinity.

8. CONCLUSION

The future or demise of the liberal international order cannot be
meaningfully assessed independently of the choices of the US as the system-
making power that constructed the post-World War II liberal order through
complex military and economic webs of interdependence. While
mainstream/malestream IR scholarship has predominantly explained systemic
change through shifts in the material distribution of power, U.S. grand strategy,
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or leaders’ strategic preferences, this article advances a feminist perspective that
treats these levels of analysis as deeply interlocked rather than analytically
separable. It argues, first, that international order is fundamentally masculine and
that the distribution of masculinities shapes the nature and functioning of
international politics; second, that gendered states produce gendered national
identities and perform different masculinity roles; and third, that presidential
masculinity constitutes the performative arena through which gendered state
capacity is mobilized for strategic gendered privileging, marginalization, and
exclusion. Accordingly, the article conceptualizes the man, the state, and the
international system through the lens of masculinity.

From this perspective, the article argues that the post—Cold War debate over
how the unipole should act was, at its core, a debate over the distribution of
masculinities, U.S. masculinity, and presidential masculinity. International
politics does not mechanically generate a fixed pattern of masculinity distribution,;
rather, U.S. primacy plays a significant role in shaping hegemonic masculinity
within international politics, and the form that masculinity takes is mediated and
defined by leadership and presidential masculinity performances, including
hypermasculine ones. Under conditions of U.S. primacy, U.S. leadership is
conceptualized not as an intervening variable but as a constitutive site where
gendered power dynamics operate, translating hypermasculine structural
dominance into governing logics that define security, threat, legitimacy, and
hierarchy in the international order. Trump’s hypermasculinity and the Make
America Great Again (MAGA) project cannot be understood independently of
the relative economic decline, status erosion, and anxieties in the US triggered in
the post-2008 period, despite the persistence of military primacy. Likewise,
Trump’s gender 1deology in the private and domestic realms cannot be separated
from his foreign policy leadership. Reflecting this personal and domestic gender
ideology, his foreign policy is defined as the enactment of a hypermasculine
transactionalism in which authority, recognition, and hierarchy are organized
through expectations of payment, compliance, and gratitude.

Trump’s hypermasculine logic redefines international social, economic,
political, and military relations as bilateral hypermasculine transactions. Having
defined U.S. national identity as heterosexual, racialized, and family-oriented,
Trump simultaneously demanded that European allies defend a narrowly defined
civilizational identity against multiculturalism, gender equality, and liberal
democratic norms, thereby extending domestic hypermasculine identity politics
into the structuring of alliance relations and international order. As an extension
of this hypermasculine foreign policy, demands for gratitude and burden sharing,
alongside tariff diplomacy and economic coercion, functioned as hypermasculine
tools that emasculated, feminized, and infantilized allies by framing them as
dependent, ungrateful, and in need of discipline. States were hierarchically
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positioned according to toughness, reliability, and willingness to comply: Europe
was constructed as a feminized extended self, NATO as a gratitude-governed
burden, China as an ungrateful free-riding competitor, Russia as a hypermasculine
peer, and Latin America as a subordinate masculinity sphere rather than a
community of sovereign states. This hypermasculine leadership logic was
institutionalized in the NSS, which codifies coercion, unilateralism, and hierarchy
as durable organizing principles of U.S. primacy, securitizes political economy
and alliance relations through frames of strength, discipline, and gratitude, and
defines legitimacy through coercive capacity and the ability to discipline others.
Paradoxically, by seeking security through dominance, this hypermasculine
recalibration of U.S. primacy tends to amplify threat perceptions and reproduce
self-reinforcing security dilemmas as masculinity dilemmas, rather than
generating durable stability for any actor.

Feminist scholarship has long warned that shifts in dominant forms of
masculinity are not politically neutral. As Mellstrom (2016: 135) observes, “in
these current times of masculinist political revival ... masculinity studies have a
vital task of understanding, explaining and resisting such reactionary politics.”
Similarly, Enloe (2008: 458) cautions that in the post—Cold War era, a militarized
nationalist masculinity pushes aside a previously dominant urbane, diplomatic
sort of masculinity, while aggressive corporate masculinities displace more
restrained models of political and economic leadership. Although the U.S. self-
understanding as an exemplar and defender of global democracy has long been
marked by contradiction, it has nevertheless functioned as a core pillar of the
liberal international order. Trump’s disregard for democratic norms, therefore,
threatens not only specific policy commitments but the broader narrative of the
liberal international order itself. In a similar vein, Aggestam et al. (2024: 128)
argue that as the rule-based liberal order erodes, the rise of hypermasculine foreign
policies, actors, and anti-gender norms increases the risk of gender backlash and
regression toward traditional foreign policy, rendering pro-gender states’ policies
fragile and vulnerable. In conclusion, the Man, the State, and Hypermasculinity
operate as interlocked governing logics, and Trump’s hypermasculine leadership,
exercised under U.S. military primacy, risks consolidating hypermasculinity as a
dominant governing rationality, thereby shaping the future contours of global
politics.
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JOHN MCGAHERN’IN AMONGST WOMEN
ROMANINDA BABALIGIN POETIKASI UZERINDEN
ULUSAL EGEMENLIGIN POLITIKASINI OKUMAK"

READING THE POLITICS OF NATIONAL SOVEREIGNTY
THROUGH THE POETICS OF FATHERHOOD IN JOHN
MCGAHERN’S AMONGST WOMEN

Ziibeyir SAVAS™

0z

Bu ¢alisma, irlandali yazar John McGahern’in basyapit1 kabul
edilen Amongst Women (1990) romanini, irlanda
Cumhuriyeti’nin ulusal egemenligini insa siirecinde Katolik
Kilisesi’nin etkisiyle tahkim edilen ataerkil aile yapisinin ve
hegemonik erkeklik ideallerinin elestirel bir okumas1 olarak
degerlendirmektedir. Kurucu figiir Eamon de Valera’nin
soyleminde merkezi bir konuma sahip olan Katolik inanc1 ile
yogrulmus “kutsal aile” ve “sert erkek” Kkiiltiiniin zorunlu
bileseni olan babalik imgesinin kutsiyeti, elestirel erkeklik
calismalar:1 perspektifinden analiz edilmektedir. Romanin ana
izlegini olusturan Michael Moran ile ogullar1 arasindaki
catisma, bagimsizlik sonrasi irlanda’da toplumsal cinsiyete
dayal1 gii¢ iligkileri ekseninde ulusal kimligin yeniden ingasinin
bir panoramasi olarak ele alinmaktadir. Moran’in militarist
gecmigine, Katolik ogretileri aragsallagtirarak ev i¢i alanda
tesis ettigi despotik iktidara ve ogullarinin bu iktidara karsi
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gelistirdigi diren¢ bicimlerine odaklanilarak, geleneksel
erkeklik normlarinin kiiresellesme, sekiilerlesme ve ekonomik
gelismeler karsisinda nasil krize girdigi ve yapr sokiime
ugradig1 ortaya konmaktadir. Michael’in uzlagmaci tutumuna
karsin, Luke’un go¢ ederek Moran’in temsil ettigi tiim
degerleri radikal bir bicimde reddetmesi, yeni nesil irlandali
erkeklerin kimlik arayisim1 ve wulusal ihanet ithamiyla
yiizlesmesini sembolize etmektedir. Netice itibariyla, romanin
ataerkil iktidarin dogustan gelen bir imtiyaz olmayip, direncle
manipiile edilebilen performatif bir yap1 oldugunu ifsa ettigi ve
irlanda’da Katolik Kilisesi’nin azalan giicii ile Mary
Robinson’in secilmesiyle simgelenen kadinlarin yiikseligsine
isaret ederek geleneksel “Biiyiilk Ev Romani” anlatisini
doniistiirdiigii sonucuna varilmaktadir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Cagdas irlanda Romani, John McGahern,
Amongst Women, Babalik, Sert Erkek.

ABSTRACT

This study evaluates the Irish writer John McGahern’s
masterpiece, Amongst Women (1990), as a critical reading of the
patriarchal family structure and hegemonic masculinity ideals
that were fortified by the influence of the Catholic Church
during the Irish Republic’s process of building national
sovereignty. The sanctity of the father figure-a compulsory
component of the “sacred family” and “hard man” cult,
permeated by Catholic faith and central to the discourse of the
founding figure Eamon de Valera-is analysed from the
perspective of critical studies on men and masculinities. The
conflict between Michael Moran and his sons, which forms the
main theme of the novel, is presented as a panorama of the
reconstruction of national identity along the axis of gender-
based power relations in post-independence Ireland. By
focusing on Moran’s militaristic past, the despotic power he
established in the domestic sphere by instrumentalising
Catholic doctrines, and the forms of resistance his sons
developed against this power, the study reveals how
traditional masculinity norms entered a crisis and were
deconstructed in the face of globalisation, secularisation, and
further economic developments. Despite Michael’s
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conciliatory attitude, Luke’s emigration and radical rejection
of all the values Moran represents symbolise the identity search
of the new generation of Irish men and their confrontation
with the accusation of national betrayal. Ultimately, the study
concludes that the novel exposes patriarchal power as not an
inherent privilege but a performative structure that can be
manipulated through resistance, and that it transforms the
traditional “Big House Novel” narrative by pointing to the
declining power of the Catholic Church and the rise of women,
symbolised by the election of Mary Robinson, in Ireland.

Keywords: Contemporary Irish Novel, John McGahern,
Amongst Women, Fatherhood, Hard Man.

GIRIS

rlanda Cumbhuriyeti'nin siiphesiz en tartismali siyasi figiirlerinin basinda
gelen Eamon de Valera asirlar boyu ingiltere’nin boyundurugu altinda var olma
miicadelesi veren irlanda halkinin tam bagimsizligimi miijdeleyen yeni anayasa
taslagini 11 Mayis 1937 tarihinde irlanda Parlamentosu’nda bizzat kendisi okur.
1 Temmuz 1937°de genel secimlerle birlikte halk oylamasmma sunulmasinin
ardindan Aralik ayinda yirirliige giren irlanda Anayasasi Britanya Krali'na
baglilik yeminini kaldirir, Galceyi birinci resmi dil olarak kabul eder ve irlanda’y1
ingiliz Dominyonu statiisiinden egemen, bagimsiz bir cumhuriyet haline getirir.'
O tarihten bu yana hararetle tartisilmaya devam eden belki de en temel husus de
Valera’'nin parlamentoya hitabinin ana eksenini olusturur; anayasada 6zel bir
konum verilen Katolik Kilisesi’nin ciddi etkisiyle aile ve kadinin evdeki roli
anayasal giivence altina alinir. Konusmasinda bagimsizligina kavusan iilkesinin
sirdiiriilebilir refah seviyesine erisebilmesinin aile i¢i cinsiyet rollerinin kati surette
tahkim edilmesine baghi oldugu inancini dile getiren de Valera, asirlar boyu
defalarca kitlik ve sefaletle bogusan ulusun kalkinma hedeflerinin geleneksel aile
yapisini korumaya ve istikrarli ¢alismaya bagli oldugu iddiasini su sozlerle dile
getirir: “[N]ormal ve dogal olarak hayatta oldugu siirece, ailenin reisi olan baba
calisarak tiim hane halkin1 gecindirebilecek kadar para kazanabilmeli ki kadinlar
ne erkegin gelirine destek olmak ne de kendileri eve ekmek getirmek adina disar1
¢ikmak durumunda kalmasinlar” (de Valera ve Moynihan, 1980: 324).2 Boylece
devlet eliyle belirlenen cinsiyet rollerinin pekistirilmesi 6zgiirlik ve refah adina

! Parlamento tutanaklarindan Eamon da Valera’nmn konusmasinin tam metni ve tartismalari
gorintilemek i¢in bkz.: https://www.oireachtas.ie/en/debates/debate/dail/1937-05-11/29/#
2 Makale boyunca yapilan alintilarin ingilizce-Tiirkge gevirileri aksi belirtilmedikge yazara aittir.
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her bir vatandasin gorevi olarak addedilir. Kiliseyi arkasina alan siyasal iktidarin
siirlarint ¢izdigi anlati bir yandan erkekleri kamusal alanda 6zglirce kazanglh
islere girmeye tesvik ederken, diger yandan ev ig¢inde kurduklari otoriteyi
mesrulastirir. Ekonomik egemenligin kosulu, erkeklerin otoritesine ve kadinlarin
kosulsuz tabiiyetine baglidir.

Ote yandan, irlandali yazar John McGahern’in kurgusal metinleri, bir
bakima, geride kalan yiizyilin ilk ¢eyreginde bagimsizlifim1 kazanan irlanda
Cumbhuriyeti’'nin ‘ulus’ olabilme sancilarinin retrospektif yansimalar:t gibidir.
McGahern’in yazininda ilk bakista kolayca goze carpan ortak temalar, ayni
zamanda bugiin bagimsizlik sonrasi irlanda Cumhuriyeti denildiginde belki de
akla 11k gelen meselelerin etrafinda dolanir. Yazarin Katolik Kilisesi, kirsal yasam,
g0¢, eve dontis anlatilari, cinsellik, siddet, aile, babalik ve dolayisiyla erkeklik gibi
temalar tizerindeki odaginin sabit oldugu su gotiirmez bir gercektir. Eserlerinde
sikca tekrarlanmakla birlikte ayirt edici bir konuma sahip olan baba/ogul iliskisi,
baska bir deyisle, baba/ogul arasindaki istikrarsiz ve belirsiz iligkinin tasviri John
McGahern’in 6ykii ve romanlarinin temel izlegini olusturur.

McGahern’in kurmaca diinyasinda babalar kati suretle sert, benmerkezci,
siddete meyilli, istismarci ve/veya ithmalkar; ogullar ise kimi zaman isyankar,
bazen de uysal, itaatkar ve boyun egen erkekler olarak tezahiir eder. Ornegin,
“Wheels” adli 0yki, kirsal kesimden bir baba olan Jimmy ile kent kiltirini
benimsemis isimsiz oglu arasindaki uzlasma cabalarini ve hayal kirikliklarini
resmeder. Babasinin Dublin’de birlikte yasama hayalini reddeden oglu, baba ve
ogul arasinda kurul[amay]an yakinligin karsilikli bakim iligskisine indirgendigi
tarihsel dongiiye son vermis olur: “Babalar, gencken gordiikleri bakimi ziyadesiyle
geri O0deyen ogullarinin c¢ocuklar1 olurlar” (McGahern, 2007: 19). Baba ile
yakinlagsmanin 6n kosulu sayilan tarihsel dongi kirildiginda, hikaye bir tiirli yakin
olamayan halleriyle baba ve ogul arasindaki cetrefilli iliskinin ¢6ziime
kavusamayacagi izlenimiyle son bulur. Bir diger dikkate deger 6ykii olan ve daha
sonra beyaz perdeye uyarlanan “Korea”, babast Moran’a daha yakin olmay1
dileyen Luke adli oglanin yiirek burkan sefaletini konu alir. Yiizyilin basinda
verilen bagimsizlik miicadelesi boyunca gzl kara bigcimde savasan, kan doken,
iilkesi adina canini verip kahraman olmak i¢in yanip tutusan Moran, simdilerde
balikgilik yaparak gecimini siirdiirmeye ¢alisir. Ugruna canini vermeye hazir
oldugu devleti avlanmak i¢in ruhsat sartin1 kostugunda, evraklar1 hazirlamak i¢cin
dahi parasi olmayan Moran adma gelecek artik pek de 1sik vadetmez. ilkin
babasmin kendisini Kore’de savasmak i¢cin Amerikan ordusuna katilmaya ikna
etme ¢abalarina anlam veremeyen Luke, savasta 6lmesi durumunda babasina on
bin dolarlik sigorta ¢eki verilecegini duydugunda adeta diinyasi yikilir. Hayal
kirikligini babasina belli etmeyen Luke, adim adim baba katli fikrine yaklasir:
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“Yaptig1 her hareketi, sanki ben de cinayet islemeye hazirlantyormusum gibi
dikkatle izledim” (McGahern, 1994: 55). Nihayetinde, Luke’un hayatta
kalmasinin babanin katline bagli oldugu, babanin ise ancak oglu yok oldugu stirece
hayatta kalabilecegi asikardir. Ayrica McGahern’in tlkesinde infial uyandiran
romani, The Dark (1965), siddet yanlisi baba ile boyun egen oglu arasindaki sancilt
ve carpik iliskiyi anlatir.> Cocuklarinin tizerine korku ve dehset salan Mohoney
kiiciik oglunu 6yle ¢ok dover ki oglan i¢cin gordigli muamele “diisiinmesi bile
korkung ve 6limden beterdir” (McGahern, 1965: 2). Dayagin yani sira sistematik
cinsel istismara maruz kalan kii¢ik Mahoney i¢cin “disiinmemek veya
umursamamak daha iyidir” (McGahern, 1965: 2). Ogul, 6nce papazlik, ardindan
Universite egitimi i¢cin ayrildig1 kasabaya, her iki girisiminden de derhal vaz
gecerek babasinin evine geri doner. Neticede, gen¢ Mahoney c¢ocuklugundan
itibaren tecriibe ettigi her tiirden k6tli muameleye alisir ve “baska higcbir sekilde
veya bagka bir baba tarafindan yetistirilemeyecegi” (McGahern, 1965: 120)
sonucuna vararak babasinin onun i¢in uygun gordiigi yolu izlemeye karar verir.

John McGahern’in erkekler, babalar ve ataerki temelli irlanda aile
yapisindaki karmasik iliski aglarina duydugu yogun ilginin izleri neredeyse tiim
eserlerinde goriliir. Bu ¢alismanin asil odagi ise elestirmenler tarafindan yazarin
bagyapiti olarak addedilen Amongst Women (1990) romani olacaktir. Bu makalenin
amaci, bagimsizlik miicadelesinin ardindan miiesses nizamini1 kurma ¢abasinda
olan Ozgiir irlanda Devleti’nin siyasal soyleminin merkezine yerlestirdigi, Katolik
inanciyla yogurulmus kutsal aile, kendi kendini insa eden ‘sert erkek’ kiltiiniin
olmazsa olmaz pargast olan babalik ve baba imgesinin kutsiyeti ile el ele giden
Biiytik Ev anlatisinin ¢okiisiinii, elestirel erkeklik ¢alismalarinin sagladigi kavram
setleri ile Amongst Women romani izerinden okumaktir. Romanin ana eksenini
olusturan baba/ogul c¢atismasi, babanin iktidarini tahkim ettigi erkeklik
normlartyla ogullarin kendi iktidarlarim1 kurmak adina 6ziimsemeye giristigi
erkekliklerin miicadelesidir. Boylece, irlanda Cumbhuriyeti'nin kurulusundan
geride birakti§imiz yiizyilin son on yilina uzanan siregte yeni bir ulus kimligi
ingasinin panoramik fotografini1 ¢eken roman, kurucu baba Eamon de Valera’dan

3 Roman yaymlanmasinin hemen ardindan miistehcenlik iddias ile irlanda Baspiskopozu’nun
hedefi haline gelir. Eserin sanstir kurulu tarafindan derhal yasaklanmasinin akabinde John
McGahern sekiz yildir 6gretmenlik yaptigi okuldan ihrag edilir. Kamuoyunda kargasa yaratmayi
onlemek icin kisa siire icinde ingiltere’ye gé¢ eden McGahern gecimini saglamak icin insaat isciligi
ve dgretmenlik gibi gesitli iglerde ¢aligir. Siire¢ boyunca yazmaya devam etse dahi ancak irlanda’ya
geri donisiiniin ardindan kendine yerlesik ve 6zenli bir hayat kurabildi. Samuel Beckett gibi
donemin 6nde gelen entelektiiel ve aktivistlerinin kamusal protestolara zemin hazirlamak igin
verdikleri destek Onerilerini “tim bu olanlar protestoya bile degmeyecek aci bir sakadan ibaret
gibi” (Murphy, 2020: 144) sozleri ile geri ¢evirir.
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ilk kadin cumhurbagkani olan Mary Robinson’a dek dontisen erkeklik ideallerinin
tetikledigi sozde erkeklik krizlerinin tipik tezahtridiir.

Romani mercek altina almadan evvel, John McGahern’in kurgusal
metinlerindeki ve Ozellikle Amongst Women’daki bazi otobiyografik unsurlara
dikkat ¢eken Onemli Dbirkag elestirel ¢alismaya deginmek yerinde
olacaktir. Ornegin, Patrick Crotty’ye gore, “McGahern’in kurgusal diinyasinin,
yazarin ¢ocukluk donemindeki dogrudan ev i¢i kosullarinin 6tesine uzanan
hemen hemen tim boyutlarinin, hayatinin erken evrelerindeki deneyimlere
dayandig: ileri siriilebilir” (2005: 43). McGahern, romanin merkezinde yer alan
Michael Moran karakteri tizerinden istismarcit babasiyla olan getrefilli iliskisini
irdeler. Michael Moran, yazarin mutsuz bir 1iliskisi oldugu babast Frank
McGahern’in kendine has Ozelliklerini somutlastirdigi i¢in, babaya duyulan
siddetli nefretin tinis1 Amongst Women’da yankilanir. Bir roportajinda babasina
dair sorularla muhatap oldugunda McGahern, “[aralarinda] her zaman mesafeli
bir iliski oldugunu” belirtmekle yetinir. (Murphy, 2020: 141). Ayrica Memoir adl1
eserinde McGahern’in uzun bir siire boyunca
“tehditler, azarlamalar, taciz, alaycilik” (McGahern, 2005: 282) ile fiziksel ve
cinsel siddet dahil olmak tlizere babasinin her tiirlii istismarimin kurbani oldugu
gln yiiziine ¢ikar. Buna paralel olarak, istismarci, siddet yanlis1 ve korkutucu bir
babanin yansimalari roman boyunca hissedilir.

Eamon Maher’in varsaydig1 izere, bu romani1 edebi bir metin olarak 6nemli
kilan temel Ozelliklerden biri, Michael Moran’in McGahern’in babasina ¢ok
benzemesi nedeniyle yazarin babasina duydugu nefreti gozler 6niine sermesidir;
zira her ikisi de “benmerkezci, memnuniyetsiz, otoriter, dngorillemeyen, koti
niyetli ve kuruntulu bireylerdir” (2010: 258). Dahasi, Liam Harte Amongst
Women'in  McGahern’in  kendi yasam Oykiistiyle Ortiistiigii  konusunda
hemfikirdir; zira otobiyografisinde kaleme aldig1 “Frank McGahern’in tasviri, bir
dizi ortak durumsal ayrint1 ve psikolojik 6zellik araciligiyla Michael Moran’in
kurgusal portresiyle tekinsiz bir dogrulukla eslesmektedir” (2014: 54). Ote yandan
Harte, elestirmenleri  “kurgunun indirgemeci, asir1  biyolojik okumalarina
kapilmamalar1” konusunda da uyarmaktadir (2014: 54). Benzer bir sekilde,
yazarin kendisi de kurgusal metinlerinin dogrudan biyografik unsurlar tizerinden
mercek altina alinmasina sicak bakmaz. McGahern her ne kadar “tim gercek
hikayeler hem ayniliklar1 hem de sonsuz cesitlilikleri igindeki yasam yasalarini
yansitmalar1 bakimindan esasen ayni hikayedir” (McGahern, 2005: 303) diyerek
kendi deneyimlerinin kurgusal karakterlerine benzerligini kabul etse dahi, 6z
yasam Oykiistiniin belgeselleriymisgesine okunan metinlerin tutarliligini reddeder.
Yazar, her firsatta “ham maddelerin hayal giiciiyle dontstirilmesi ve
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genisletilmesiyle daha zengin bir tiir gergegin ortaya ¢iktigini” (Harte, 2014: 54)
yineler.

Oyleyse, Amongst Women romaninin yazarinin bireysel varolus dykiisiinii,
‘valnizca’ sOzde gercegin tarihsel belgelerini sunmaya giristigi ‘dogruluk’
saplantisindan Ote, daha genis bir ¢ercevede imledigi toplumsal kosullar iginde
‘acikca’ gizlenen politik iligkiler, erkekler ve erkeklikler agisindan
degerlendirilebilecegini iddia etmek yerinde olacaktir. Her seyden 6nce, romani
kiltiirel ve tarihsel baglamin bir Urlini olarak degerlendirmek, ‘Biytik Ev’
romanindaki aile kurumuna atfedilen kutsiyeti sorgulama imkan1 saglamakta ve
irflanda erkekliklerinin sozde krizlerinin, Kelt Kaplani déneminin esigindeki baba-
ogul iligkileri baglaminda giin ytliziine ¢iktigini gozler 6niine sermektedir. Roman,
tipk: babalar ile ogullara odaklanan diger bir¢cok kurgusal eser gibi, erkek yazarin
icinde bulundugu krizleri somutlastirmakla birlikte babayla bitmek bilmeyen bir
miicadele ve muhtemel bir uzlasma jesti olarak ortaya ¢ikmaktadir.

Amongst ~ Women,  belirgin  bir olay  0Orglisi  olmayan  bir
romandir. Hikdye, Bagimsizlik Savasi’ndan kisa bir siire sonra irlanda’nin
kirsalindaki uzak bir ciftlik evi olan Great Meadow’a yerlesen dul bir irlanda
Cumbhuriyet Ordusu (IRA)* gazisi olan Michael Moran etrafinda déner. Roman,
Moran’in yagaminin son giinleriyle agilir ve aile i¢in bazi 6nemli olaylarin geriye
doniik anlatimiyla ilerler. ilk esinin 6liimii nedeniyle uzun siire bes ¢cocuguna tek
basma babalik yapan Moran, sonrasinda ¢ocuklar i¢in sefkatli bir Givey anne
figlirinden Ote anlamlar tasiyacak Rose ile evlenmeye karar verir. Roman
boyunca c¢atisma ve gerilimi zirvede tutan olgu ise Moran’in Rose ile
tanigsmasindan yaklasik bir yil 6nce babasindan gordigi baski ve siddet yliziinden
evi terk eden ve asla geri ddonmeyen biyiik oglu Luke ile uzlasma ¢abalaridir. Luke
ile olan gerilim bir yana, hikayenin siradanligi ve donuklugu ancak aile igin
Onemli birkag olay gerceklestiginde bozulur. Nihayetinde, hikdye Moran’in 6limii
ve cenaze toreninin hemen ardindan sona erer. Oldukg¢a duragan bir olay
Orgiisiine sahip olan roman, yinelenen tekdiize ev isleri ve 6zenle icra edilen dini
pratiklerin detayli tasvirleriyle bezelidir. Giinliik rutinlerin bogucu duraganligi bir
yana, yeni erkeklik normlarina uyum saglayamayan baba figiiriini odagina alan
anlati, Antonio Gramsci’'nin iinlii ifadesiyle “eskinin 6lmekte oldugu ve yeninin

o)

dogamadig1” (1992: 276) bir donem olan yirminci yiizyilin ikinci yarisinda ataerkil
aile yapisiin giivencesizliginin canli bir portresidir. Moran ve ogullar1 arasindaki
catisma ve uzlasma c¢abalariyla Orilmis iliskiler agi, Katolik Kilisesi'nin

Onderliginde gii¢clendirilmeye c¢alisilan geleneksel aile kurumunun kiiresellesme,

* Makalenin ilerleyen asamalarinda irlanda Cumhuriyet Ordusu yerine Irish Republican Army’nin
kisaltmasi olan IRA ifadesi kullanilacaktir.
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neoliberalizm ve sekiilerlesmeyle temelden sarsilisi ve dolayisiyla iktidarlarini
yeniden kazanmaya ¢abalayan erkeklerin s6zde krizleriyle diigtimlenmis haldedir.

1. ULUS INSASINDA DINIi-POLITiK HEGEMONYA: KATOLIKLiK VE
IKTIDAR

Ekonomik kalkinma, sosyal refah ve baba merkezli ailenin tahakkimii,
irlanda Cumhuriyeti’nin ulusal kimliginin insasinda tartismasiz bir dneme sahipti.
Ayrica, yeni cumhuriyetin kurucu babalar1 Katolikligin ulusal kimligin
sekillenmesindeki roliiniin de farkindayds; zira Katoliklik, irlandali tebaalar i¢in
temel tamimlayici unsurdu. Miiesses nizamin kurucu unsurlari, irlanda
toplumunun genel ahlaki smirlarinin Katolik mezhebinin kat1 kurallarina siki
sikiya baglilikla ¢izilmesi gerektigi goOriisiinde hemfikirdi. 1937 anayasasinda
acikca belirtildigi tizere, “Katolikligin devlete, devletin de Katoliklige ihtiyaci
vard1” (Rafferty, 2021: 261). Dolayisiyla Kilise, irlandali bireylerin kendilerini,
ailelerini, topluluklarini ve bir biitiin olarak toplumu algilama bi¢imlerini
kapsayan irlanda habitusu tizerinde derin bir etkiye sahip olan en baskici
kurumlardan biri haline geldi (Dillon, 2014: 114-115; Mac an Ghaill ve Haywood,
2014: 151; Liston, 2014: 203; Quilty, 2020: 51). Devletin Katolik doktrinleriyle
kurumsallasmasi, Kilisenin ve Devletin erkeklere ve baba olarak erkeklere olan
tarihsel ilgisi goz Ontline alindiginda, toplumsal cinsiyete dayali aile iligkilerinde
Ozel yansimalara yol agmistir. Kieran McKeown, babaligin bu iki yerlesik gii¢
mekanizmasi tarafindan kutsanmasini su sekilde 6zetler:

Yiizyillar boyunca babaligin en etkili imgelerinden biri, kelime
anlamiyla ‘baba ve hiikiimdar’ olan ataerkil hane reisi olmustur.
Orta Cag Kilisesi ve Devletinin elinde ataerkil hane reisi imgesi,
bir babalik katmaninin digerinin Ttizerine oturdugu, hem
gokyiiziinde hem de yeryilizinde ataerkinin kapsayici imgesi
haline gelmistir. Bu imgelemede Tanr1, goglin ve yerin babasi ve
hiikkimdaridir; Kral, halkinin babasi ve hiikiimdaridir; rahip,
cemaatinin babasidir ve erkek de ailesinin babasi ve basidir.
Nesiller boyu bu imgeleme ve daha 6zel olarak onu destekleyen
yapilar, erkeklere ya da en azindan bazi erkeklere, is, siyaset ve
dinin kamusal alanlarinda gi¢ ve stati kazandirmistir
(McKeown, 1998: 14).

McKeown’un 6ne stirdiigii gibi, Katoliklik ve onun hiyerarsik aile yapisina
dair ahlaki kodlari, babaligin merkezde oldugu irlanda toplumunda bir yandan
sosyal tutkal islevi gorlirken, diger yandan erkeklere yadsinamaz bir iktidar alani
acar. Giglerini dini otoritenin sdylemiyle mesrulastiran erkekler babalik rollerini
ve sorumluluklarini hak edilmis iktidar algisiyla yerine getirirler. Kilise, ulusal
kimlik ve aile arasindaki iliskiler, toplumsal cinsiyet ve siyasetin kesisme
noktasinda daha karmasik iliskilere dontisiir. Yeni Anayasa, kadinlar1 annelik
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izerinden yiceltmis, kamusal alandaki varliklarini kisitlamis ve bir nevi eve
hapsetmis, erkekleri ise iilkenin canlandirilmasinda temel ve yasamsal gorevler
ustlenmeye tesvik etmistir. Boylece, erkeklik ideolojisinin hakim oldugu bir siyasi
kiltir icinde serpilen irlanda Cumbhuriyeti, Katolikligi ve onun cinsiyetci
iliskilerini 6zenle yaymis, bu sayede donemin hegemonik erkeklik normlari
yeniden iiretilmis ve dolagima sokulmustur.

Romanin basliginda ima edildigi tzere, Katoliklik Amongst Women’da
belirgin bir yer tutar ve esas olarak romanin ‘erkeksi’ tonunu
belirler.” Moran, ataerkil iktidarini pekistirmek adina akrabaligin kutsalligina ve
hiyerarsik aile yapisi i¢cinde babanin Ustiinliigiine dair temel Katolik Ogretileri
tizerinden ailesine hiikkmetme ¢abasina girigir. Bu nedenle dini ritiieller, 6zellikle
ailece yapilan tespih dualari, Moran’in “birlikte dua eden aile, dagilmis olsa bile
birlikte kalir” (McGahern, 1990: 137) seklindeki sarsiimaz inanciyla roman
boyunca temel bir izlek haline gelir. Ancak Katoliklerin tespih duasi, Moran’in
Katolik doktrinine samimiyetle bagli bir miimin olmas1 nedeniyle degil, piirdikkat
yerine getirilmesi gereken bir disiplin araci oldugu i¢in her giin yiiksek nizamla
gerceklestirilir. Moran, adeta orkestra sefi gibi yonettigi tespih duasini yalnizca
babalik hiikkiimranliginin ayricaligini yasadigi ritiieller olarak gormez; ayni
zamanda onu kotiiye de kullanir. Bir keresinde Moran, “o kadar gergin ve yorgun
goriniiyordu ki [g¢ocuklar ve Rose] tespihi onun odasinda ¢ekmeyi teklif
ettiklerinde bu teklifi elinin tersiyle itti. Masada her zamanki gibi dik bir sekilde
diz ¢oktii” (McGahern, 1990: 6). Her kosulda tespih duasi tam bir disiplin i¢inde
icra edilmeli ve tiim aile tiyeleri sorumluluk bilinci igerisinde dahil olmaliydi.

Ote yandan Antoinette Quinn, bir dua olarak “Hail Mary” tespihinin
diizenli olarak c¢ekilmesi konusundaki israrin ardindaki sembolizme dikkat
ceker. Quinn’e gore, “bu duanin i¢ yapisi, agilisindaki iman agiklamasi, her onluk
diziyi cevreleyen ‘Babamiz’ ve ‘Baba Tanri’ya San Olsun’ ifadeleri ilahi babalig:
vurgulamaktadir” (1991: 86). Quinn’in deyimiyle, ‘Hail Mary’ tespthi Meryem
Ana’yt diger tiim kadinlar arasinda kutsarken, Moran bu annesiz ailede
kutsananin kendisi oldugunu belirtmeye c¢alisir (Quinn, 1991: 86). Bu
nedenle, Moran’in bu 6zel dua tizerindeki 1srari, gii¢ sahibi bir baba figiirii olarak
kendini gergeklestirmesine araci olur. Her bir tespih tanesini ¢cekerken dile getirilen
sozler, ailenin birlikteliginin nisani olmakla birlikte aile bireylerine Moran’in
otoritesini derinden hissettiren kolektif bir deneyim yasatir.

> Romanin bagligl, ‘Ave Maria or Hail Mary’ adli Katolik tespih duasindan alinmistir. Baslig
iceren orijinal dua su sekildedir: “Selam sana, Meryem, zarafet dolu Rab seninledir. Sen kadinlar
arasmda kutsanmis, rahminin meyvesi olan isa da kutsanmigstir. Kutsal Meryem, Tanri’'nm Annesi,
simdi ve 6liim animizda biz ginahkarlar i¢cin dua et. Amin”. Tespih duasinin tam metni i¢in bkz.:
https://www.vaticannews.va/en/prayers/the-hail-mary.html
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Roman boyunca siki sikiya tdbi olunan ritiiellere ve dini uygulamalara
yapilan ince vurgu, devlet eliyle 6zel konuma sahip olan Katolik Kilisesi’nin
irflandalilarin  glinliikk rutinlerinin toplumsal cinsiyete dayali aile iligkilerini
belirleyis bi¢imini yansitir. Yeni dogan devletin belirsizlikleri ve karmasikliklarina
ek olarak, ikinci Diinya Savasi’min zorluklari da iilkede biiyiik bir sosyal
dontlisimii beraberinde getirir. Savasin ardindan yasanan siyasi anlasmazliklarin
yani sira, Irlanda’da sosyal iliskiler, yasam kosullari ve dolayisiyla
erkekler, erkeklikler ve ataerkil aile yapist tizerinde genis ¢apli yansimalar: olan
ekonomik bir patlama yasanir (Hearn vd., 2006: 127). Toplumsal diizen ve
ekonomik iliskiler igerisinde kadinlar daha fazla 6zerklik kazanmaya baslamis,
egitim aracglarma erisimleri artmis, gesitli mesleklere entegre olmus ve kamusal
alanda daha gorinir hale gelmislerdir. Mevcut durumda erkeklere yeni
sorumluluklar ve erkekliklere farkli anlamlar yiiklediginden, ¢ogu erkek derinden
degisen yeni irlanda toplumunun normlarma uyum saglamak icin ‘gercek erkek
kimliklerini’ yeniden insa etme ihtiyaci hisseder. Sonug olarak, bircok erkek ve
baba, tarih boyu sirf erkek olmalarindan 6tiirii haiz olduklart ev i¢i iktidarlari
sorgulanmaya basladiginda kendilerini sdzde bir krizin pengesinde bulurlar.
Michael Moran bu tiir krizlerin alt ettigi, ailesi lUizerindeki otoritesini tahkim
etmekte basarisiz olan, teredditli baba figliriiniin viicut bulmus hali gibidir.
Yashiliginda Moran, geleneksel Katolik aile reisi olarak giiciinii korumaya ¢aligsa
dahi, tim ¢abalar1 nihayetinde hiisranla sonuglanir, gitgide “ulusal aile iginde
tutulan kararsiz konumu sembolik olarak yansitan” yabancilasmis bir hane reisine
doniisiir (Patten, 2006: 261). Ulkesine ve mevcut toplumsal kosullara
yabancilagmasiyla zoraki geri ¢ekilen Moran, eril otoritesinin temelini Katolik
Ogretilerinin harciyla karar, ev igerisinde kontrol ve denetimin araci olan dini
ritliellere ¢ilginca tutunur ve Great Meadow catis1 altindaki dualarin 6ziine
abartili vurgular yapmaya devam eder. Oyle ki, aile iiyelerinin her biri, her
kosulda “dualar okunmadan evden ayrilmanin kesin bir ¢atismaya davetiye
¢ikaracagini” bilir (McGahern, 1990: 109). Tanr1 adina ve dolayisiyla baba adina
yapilan dini ritiiellere itaatsizlik etmek, ihlal edici bir tutum oldugundan,
merhametsiz gazabin habercisi olacaktir.

Moran’in dualara gosterdigi benzersiz O0zen aile bireyleri i¢in anlamli
kilmmis olsa da yeni akrabalar i¢in bu durum son derece
gariptir. Maggie, miistakbel kocast Mark’t Great Meadow’a getirdiginde
Mark, Moran’in tespihati nasil dikte ettigini goriince soke olur; zira “onlarin
evinde dualar asla yiksek sesle sOylenmezdi. Her c¢ocuk, bliyiime siirecinde
unutulana kadar 6zel dualarini ederdi” (McGahern, 1990: 136). Tespihi yiiksek
sesle ¢ekebilmenin Mark’in aileye kabulii i¢cin kritik bir sinav niteligi tasiyacagi
asikardir. Moran’in o geceki dualar tizerindeki “hi¢ bu kadar otoriter tinlamamais
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olan” (1990: 136) vurgusu elbette tesadiif degildir; zira Moran’in hayali kralliginda
kati suretle beklentisi, babaya mutlak tefekkiir ve teslimiyetten ibarettir. Boylece
Great Meadow, Mark’in erkekliginin ve Moranlar tarafindan ‘gercek bir erkek’
olarak kabul edilmesinin sinanacagr mekan haline gelir. Mark hi¢cbir zaman siki
bir inanan olmamasina ragmen direnmez ve Moran’in dua kurallarina boyun eger.
Great Meadow’u ziyaretlerinin hemen ardindan Mark sunu sOylemeden
edemez: “[Bir] ickiye ihtiyacim var. [Birkag] ickiye ihtiyacim var. [Sanki]
hapishaneden yeni ¢ikmis gibi hissediyorum” (1990: 141). Mark ile gecen geceden
sonra Rose Moran’a Mark’t nasil buldugunu sordugunda, Moran’in cevabi
kesindir: “Eger o [Maggie]’ye uygunsa, bana da uygundur” (1990: 139). Anlasilan
o ki Moran, Mark’in otoritesine boyun egeceginden emin oldugundan onu “tehdit
olarak gormedi ve alisiimadik derecede hosgoriilitydid” (1990: 139-140). Moran
icin 6nemli olan Mark’in ger¢ek dindarlifindan ziyade kosulsuz teslimiyetidir.
Moran, ailecek yapilan tespih duasina sorgusuz biat ettirerek bir anlamda Mark’
hadim etmis olur.

Kendi 6nderliginde, gayretle icra edilen tespih dualar1 sayesinde Moran her
daim aile igerisinde ilgi odagi olmay1 basarir ve “ailesinin daha biiylik benligi”
(1990: 12) olarak liderlik konumunu tahkim eder. Her ne zaman tizerindeki ilgiyi
kaybetme kaygis1 hissetse, tespih dualari imdadina yetisir. Maggie, ingiltere’ye
tasindiktan sonra ailesini ilk kez ziyarete geldiginde heyecan iginde aldig:
hediyeleri sahiplerine dagitir. Rose ve diger ¢cocuklar bir yandan hediye paketlerini
acarken, diger yandan Maggie'nin Londra’daki yeni hayati hakkinda sorular
sormaya baglarlar. Ancak neseli halleri pek de uzun siirmez, zira Rose’un sicak
aile birligini korumaya yOnelik olaganiistii ¢abasina ragmen Moran’in tavri
herkesi rahatsiz eder:

Maggie’'nin yarattigi heyecan kadar fazlaydi ki Rose’un onu
sohbete dahil etme ¢abasina ragmen Moran kendini dislanmis
hissetmeye baslad1 ve sikildi. ‘Bence tespih ¢ekme zamani geldi,’
dedi her zamankinden daha erken bir saatte tespihini ¢ikararak.
Gazeteleri yere serip diz ¢oktiler. O gece Moran, her bir
tekrarlayan kelimeyi yavas bir netlik ve gii¢le telaffuz etti; sanki
aci, 6lim ve insani yakaris lizerinde durmak, daha biytk bir
diinyanin tim o ugucu bosunaliklarini dagitacakmis gibi; ve
insani kulluklarmi kabul ettiklerinin nisanesi olan kisik sesli
yanitlar nesesini yerine getirmedi (McGahern, 1990: 79).

Great Meadow’da her kosulda giinliik olarak yerine getirilmesi zorunlu bir
gorev olan ve herkesin halihazirda kabul ettigi tespih duasinin o anda alelacele
okunmasi, Moran’in “Maggie’nin el koydugu ilgiyi geri kazanmaya” yonelik bariz
kaygisini ifade eder (Holland, 1997). Moran duaya konsantre olmaya calistikca
durum daha tuhaf bir hal alir; zira “Oksiiriikler, gazetelerin hisirtisi, masadaki
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veya sandalyedeki ceket diigmelerinin strtiinmesi [Moran’1] ¢ileden ¢ikarir”
(McGahern, 1990: 79). Bu, Moran’in hane reisi olarak zamanla ihmal edilecegini
yavag yavas fark etmeye basladig1 anlardan biri olarak gbze carpar.

Ote yandan, anlat1 boyunca baba merkezli ailenin kutsiyetine vurgu yapan
incil referanslarinin izini siiren Nicholas Collinns’e gore, Moran’in despot bir baba
olarak kendini gergeklestirmesi yalnizca tekrarlanan tespih dualarina
dayanmaz. Bir aksam, birlikte aksam yemegi yiyip tespih ¢ektikten sonra, “bir ag
icindeki balik siirisi gibi, Rose ve kizlar masay1 toplamaya basladilar”
(McGahern, 1990: 79). Collins’e gore bu sahne “ailenin kontroliinii elinde tutan
bir patriyark ile kadinlarin pasif bir gekilde boyun egdigi erkek egemen
organizasyonunu gostermesinin Otesinde” (Collins, 2013: 118) anlamlar tasr.
Collins; balik, ag ve Kutsal U¢leme’ye yapilan dogrudan incil referansina dikkat
ceker:

Ag referansi, bize isa tarafindan sunulan incil’deki bir balik
avlama analojisini hatirlatir: ‘Korkma. Bundan sonra insan
yakalayacaksin’. Bu 6rnekteki ag, mijdeyi yaymanin ve su anda
disinda olanlar1 Hristiyanligin igine dahil etmenin bir yolunu
temsil eder. Bu nedenle ag ¢evreleyici bir alandir, ancak sinirlari
yar1 gecirgendir: insanlar iceri girebilmeli ve disar1 ¢ikabilmelidir.
Ag ve simurlari, agin kendisinin agikliklar1 nedeniyle ‘delikli’
[‘hole-y’]; aksi takdirde tam olarak ¢evrelemedigi i¢in ‘biitiinsel’
[‘wholey’]; ve kutsal [holy] olmalidir. Nitekim Moran’in ailesini
sadece kapal, igsel bir alan olarak degil, ayn1 zamanda kutsal bir
aile kilan bu 6zelliklerdir: Baba, Ogul, Kutsal Ruh ve Ogul’'un
bakire annesi Meryem’den olusan Kutsal Aile’nin golgeli bir
versiyonu: paradoksal bir figiir. Bu biitiinliik ve tamamlanmislik
bu nedenle ailenin kutsalliinin bir pargasi olmalidir (Collins,
2013: 118-19).

isa’nin takipgilerine insanlar1 Hristiyanlik dlemine davet etmek icin bir ag
kurmalarini tavsiye ettigi incil analojisine paralel olarak, Moran kendi ailesi
tizerinde Tanr olarak kendini konumlandirir; otoritesini siirdiirmek i¢in bu ‘agr’
adeta ilmek ilmek oOrer. Moran g¢ocuklarini kontrolii altinda tutabilmek adina
onlarin hayatlariyla ilgili her ayrintiy1 belirlemeye, adeta kaderlerinin aglarini
kendisi 6rme ¢abasina girisir. Iyi bir kariyerin dayatilan ‘ag1’ ortadan kaldirmanin
tek yolu oldugunun farkinda olan Mona ve Sheila kendilerini seckin mesleklere
sahip olma hayallerine adarlar. Ozellikle Sheila’nin tip fakiiltesini kazandigin
O0grendiginde Moran biyik bir Ofkeye kapiir. Aralarinda bu durumu
tartisitken, Moran, incil’den bir alintiyla Sheila’nin  sozinii  aniden
keser: “‘Hekim, Once kendini iyilestir,” diye mirildand1 yart duyulan bir sekilde ve
disar1 ¢ikt1” (McGahern, 1990: 88). Her ne kadar belli belirsiz bir miriltidan ibaret
olsa dahi Moran’in kii¢limseyici yorumu, donemin irlandali

290



Arastirma Makalesi / Research Article Alternatif Politika, 2026, 18 (2): 279-311
https://doi.org/10.53376/ap.2026.10

erkeklerinin, 6zellikle de IRA veteranlarinin giivencesiz konumunu belirten bir
dipnot olarak okunabilir, zira Moran’in diisiince silsilesi hayal kirikligin1 ortaya
koyar:

Sheila daha koti bir meslek isteyemezdi. Moran’in ugruna
savastigl iilkede ‘kodaman’ olanlar gerilla savascilar1 degil, rahip
ve doktorlardi. Kendi kizinin boyle bir konuma hak iddia etmesi
tahammiil edilemez bir hakaretti. En azindan rahip konumu i¢in
bekarlik ve dua ile bedel 6demek zorundaydi. Doktor ise
Moran’in tiim hincinin hedefi oldu (McGahern, 1990: 88).

Moran 6fkesi, donemin irlanda’sindaki s6zde erkeklik krizlerinin iki spesifik
yOniiniin yansimalarini tasir. ilk olarak Moran, eve ekmek getiren bir baba olarak,
ekonomik gilicinin ‘ilahi hakkini’ pekistirdiginin farkindadir. Eger Sheila doktor
olursa, bircok agidan artik Moran’a ihtiya¢ duymayacak ve ekonomik olarak
bagimsiz bir kadin haline gelebilecektir. Dahasi, Moran’in ekonomik bask1
yoluyla kontrol ettigi diger aile iiyeler1 i¢in yeni bir 6rnek teskil edebilir. Maggie
zaten Londra’ya tasinmis, Mona muhtemelen Dublin’de uygun bir is bulacak ve
Sheila birkag y1l uzak kalmakla beraber prestijli bir unvana sahip olacaktir. Moran
giderek kendini krizin pengesinde hisseder; zira kizinin sadece nefret ettigi yeni
tireyen smifi temsil etmekle kalmayip, aynt zamanda onu asmasindan
korkmaktadir. ikinci olarak, ugruna yillarca savastigi iilke olan irlanda icin
endiselidir. Kendisini irlanda’nin kurucu babalarmmdan biri olarak goren
Moran, tlkesinin peyderpey terk ediliyor olmasindan 6tiirii kaygt duyar. Gelecek
nesiller daha iyi finansal firsatlar i¢in irlanda’dan ayrilma konusunda hevesli,
babalarmin iktidar1 ise apagik tehdit altindadir. Moran’in terk edilmesi, ayni
zamanda gelenegin, baba merkezli ailenin ve devlet organizasyonunu olusturan
her bir kurumun da hadim edilmesi demektir. Neticede Moran Sheila’nin tip
fakiiltesine gitmesine engel olur.

Moran yashiligt nedeniyle zamanla glgten dusip ‘agindaki baliklara’
hiikmedemez hale gelse dahi, kizlarin babayla olan ¢atismalari ve miicadeleleri
hicbir zaman bir irade savasina dOniismez. Sheila’nin nadir goriilen bireysel
protestolart ve direnisleri bir yana, Great Meadow kadinlart uzun vadede
babalarina ve onun iktidar alanina tamamen teslim olurlar. Kiz kardeslere
gore, “tim farkliliklarin altinda, tiim evin esasen bir oldugu inanc1 vardi. Birlikte
tek bir diinyaydilar ve diinyaya meydan okuyabilirlerdi. Bu duygudan mahrum
kaldiklarinda higbir seydiler, dagilmis, miinferit seylerdi” (McGahern,1990: 145).
Great Meadow kadinlarinin Moran’a teslimiyet ve bagliliklarinin, aralarinda
yapilan “ataerkil pazarlik” (Kandiyoti, 1988: 280) sonucu oldugu iddia
edilebilir. Her iki taraf da aile hiyerarsisinin yerlesik iliskilerini bozmadan
karsilikli faydalarini  korumayr basarir. Ornegin, Sheila’'nin  doktor olma
hayalinden vazge¢mesi, Rose’un Moran’in zaman zaman kabaran o6fkesine karsin
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itidalini muhafaza etmesi, 6zellikle Luke’u animsatmast muhtemel herhangi bir
imadan soz birligi etmiscesine kaginmalart ev i¢i dengeleri korumak agisindan
Onemlidir. Aralarindaki goriinmez pazarlik, Moran’in kizlarinin kendilerini
glivende ve Ustiin hissetmelerini saglar; bu, onlara gorece bagimsiz hareket alanlar1
tanisa dahi, aslen Moran’in onlar1 sindirmedeki basarisi olarak tanimlanabilir.
Kizlarin baba otoritesine teslim olmalari, Moran’in daha fazla taviz vermeden
hiikiim stirmesini saglar.

2. MILITARIST ERKEKLIK VE KURUCU BABANIN MiRASI

Tespih dualarinin haricinde, her yil 6zenle tekrarlanan Monaghan Giini
yemegi de babanin iktidarin1 tahkim ettigi, bu sayede herkesin kendisini ailenin
bir pargas1 olarak hissettigi bir ritiieldir. Her y1l Monaghan Giinii'nde panayirda
kazangli mesaisini tamamlayan McQuaid, Moran’in liderlik ettigi IRA
timenlerinden birinde tegmen, birlikte savastiklari giinlerde silah arkadasi,
simdilerde zengin bir tiiccardir. Omuz omuza savastiklart maziye, “McQuaid’in
deyimiyle zafer giinlerine geri dénmek i¢in yilda bir kez bir araya gelirlerdi”
(McGahern, 1990: 14). Geg¢misteki basarilarint yad eden veteran gaziler eski
anilarini destansi bir 6viinme igerisinde canlandirir, kardesliklerinin temeli olan
kahramanliklariyla gurur duyar ve butiin geceyi birlikte gecirirlerdi. Moran ve
McQuaid’'in savas sirasinda, askeri organizasyonun hiyerarsik yapisindaki
istikrarlt konumlar1 nedeniyle birlikteyken kendilerini hala giivende hissettikleri
One stirtilebilir; zira ordular veya paramiliter organizasyonlar erkeklerin baglarini
gl¢clendirmeleri i¢in uygun ortami saglar. Dahasi, ¢cogu erkek hiitkmetmeyi, itaat
etmeyl, savasmayi, hayatta kalmayi ve miizakere etmeyi 6grendigi hiyerarsik
askeri organizasyonlarda erkek olmayi Ogrenir. Son derece disiplinli ve kati
kurallara sahip organizasyonlar, erkeklere duygusal hassasiyetlerini ve
savunmasizliklarini gizlemeyi 6gretir. Sertlik ve gii¢c 6diillendirilirken, zayiflik ve
sefkat cezalandirdir ya da asagilanir. Dolayisiyla militarist disipline ayak
uydurabilme yetisi ve kahramanlik erkekligin idealize edilen normlarini imler.
Boylece “erkeklik savast sekillendirir, savas da erkekligi” (Cockburn, 2007: 249).
‘Erkek’ olmanin ne anlama geldigini ve neleri gerektirdigini 6gretme slirecinde
savascl veya militarist erkeklikler belirli ‘eril degerleri’ siirekli bicimde yeniden
uretir. Pek tabii bu degerler silsilesi genellikle ordu ve paramiliter yapilar gibi
homososyal ortamlarda tanimlanir. Ozellikle savasct veya militarist erkeklikler,
fiziksel gili¢, cesaret ve saldirganlik gibi Ozellikleri vurgularken empati veya
duyarlilik gibi geleneksel olarak kadinlikla iliskilendirilen nitelikleri kiigiimseme
ve kinama egilimindedir. Bu sosyallesme siirecinin hem bireysel savas¢i/asker
olarak hem de bir biitlin olarak erkekler ve toplumun geneli i¢in énemli sonuglari
olabilir. Bir yandan, savascilar/askerler arasinda zihinsel ve duygusal esenlikleri
icin hayati Onem tasiyabilecek bir yoldashk ve grup kimligi duygusu
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yaratabilirken, diger yandan, zararli basmakalip yargilarin giiclenmesine ve
erkekligin siddet pratikleri gibi yikici etkilerinin strdiirilmesine de yol agabilir; bu
da belirli bir toplum igerisinde hem erkekler hem de kadinlar i¢in olumsuz
sonuclar dogurabilir.

Benzer sekilde, devrimci irlanda’da milliyetci siyaset erkeklik ideallerine
gore tasarlandig1 i¢in siki bir hiyerarsi iginde erkekler tarafindan sergilenen
militarist erkekliklere ince bir vurgu yapildig1 asikardir (Beatty, 2016: 163). O
donemde erkeklik ideolojisi, kadinlarin artik kendilerine yer bulamadigi hakim
siyasi sOylemin can alici bir parcasi haline gelmistir. Moran ve McQuaid’in
militarist Ogretilerle insa ettikleri eril kimlikleri, Monaghan Giinii boyunca her
sene tekrarladiklart savas anilarinda giin ytliziine ¢ikar: “nehir kenarindaki talim
seanslar1 [...] ilk pusu [...] glivenli evler arasinda gece yurlytsi [...] infazlar [...]
arkadaslarin 6limii [...] yagmur, camur, rutubet [ve] bazi adamlar i¢in 6lmenin ne
kadar korkung¢ bir agir is oldugu” (McGahern, 1990: 14-16), oviing dolu
kahramanlik anlatilaridir. Sergiledikleri kahramanliklar, irlandali erkeklerin
ilkelerini, ideallerini, 6zgurliklerini, kadinlarini ve ¢ocuklarini kurtarabilecekleri
muazzam erkeklik performanslarinin pargasidir. Moran ve McQuaid’in militarist
kahramanliga Oykiinerek tazeledikleri otoriter erkeklik performanslari
ingiltere’nin somiirge pratiklerinin mirasidir. irlandali savas gazileri “isgalcilerin
onlarla alay etme ve ‘gercek’ erkek olma yeteneklerini sorgulama girisimlerini
reddetmek i¢in baskin somiirgeci erkeklik modellerini benimserler” (Andersen ve
Wendt, 2015: 8). Somiirgeciligin amansiz bir ataerkil sistem olarak miras kalmasi
nedeniyle bircok irlandali erkek ev yasamlarinda kendilerini ‘ise yaramaz’
hissetmis ve ingiliz somiirgecilerinin ger¢ekci kopyalari olarak hanelerinde despot
yOneticilere dontsmislerdir. Nitekim McQuaid ve Moran’in diinyasinda,
ailelerinde liderlik rolleri istlenebilecek bagimsiz kadinlara yer yoktur. Adeta
acimasiz tiranlara doniisen her iki adam da ev i¢i alanlarda kadinlar tizerinde
baski kurma hususunda birbirleriyle yarisir. Yemek yiyip uyumak disinda nadiren
evde olan McQuaid o anlarda yalnizca hizmet ve itaat bekler: “‘Cay1 getir. Botlar
boya [...] Kahrolas1 yaka nerede? [...] Sonra giinlerce giderdi [...] Gilinlerce siiren
huzurdan sonra kapi1 ¢arpilarak agilirdi: ‘Burada bir kamyon adam var [...] Masay1
kur [...] Lanet olast agliktan oliyoruz!”” (McGahern, 1990: 13). Siyasi ve sosyal
glcten yoksun kalan Moran ve McQuaid ‘iktidarsizliklarini’ ailelerini baski ve
kontrol altinda tutarak telafi etme derdine diiserler. Kadinlar evde adeta hizmetgi
gibi muamele goriirler, giin boyu sozlii siddete ve hakaretlere maruz kalirlar.
Ayrica gelecekleri, sanki sadece takas edilecek cinsel objelermis gibi tartigilir.
McQuaid “[b]u kizlar ¢icek agiyor. Elma bahgelerini 1y1 ¢itlesen 1yi olur, yoksa
Ekim’e kadar elmasiz kalirsin” (1990: 11) dediginde Moran aldiris etmez ve bu
mesnetsiz sOzleri hakaret kabilinden ifadeler olarak degerlendirmez. Fakat
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McQuaid, bu son ziyaretinde, Moran’in kutsiyet atfettigi ve dogrudan erkekligini
tahkim ettigi degerlere dil uzattiginda isler degisir. Kahramanlik, Katoliklige
baglilik ve milliyetcilige atifta bulunan irlanda savas¢i erkeklik oOzelliklerine
tutunan Moran, hald bir zamanlar ugruna savastiklari eski ilkelere Ozlem
duymaktadir: “Simdi tlkeye bak [...] Kendi ¢ikarlart i¢in kosturan bir grup dar
gorigli gangster. Hi¢ olmasaydi daha 1yiydi” (1990: 18). McQuaid, “iilkenin her
seye ragmen [onlarin] oldugunu [ve] belki bir sonraki grubun, [onlarin] takilip
kaldig1 biyiici ve dolandirici karisimindan daha iyi olacagini” savundugunda
(1990: 18), Moran ofkeyle itiraz eder ve sert¢ce cevap verir: “Rahipleri bu isin
disinda tut” (1990: 18). Moran i¢in McQuaid mucizevi bir sekilde is diinyasinda
basarili olan, fakat bagimsizlik i¢cin verdigi tutkulu miicadeleyi unutmaya hazir,
dini inanglarin1 ve degerlerini kaybeden apolitik bir kuklaya doniismiistiir. Sigir
ticaretine basladiginda McQuaid’e borg para veren Moran’dir; ancak simdi daha
zengin ve daha giicli olan McQuaid, ticarette biiylik bir basar1 gosterdigi icin
“yillar icinde yavasca kendine ait kildigi otoriteyi, Moran’inkini agmis bir
otoriteyi” hissettirmeye baslar (1990: 18). McQuaid, savas sonrasi irlanda’nin
degisen kosullarina hizla ayak uydururken Moran, hayal kiriklig1 icinde 6nceki
konumunda sikisip kalir.

Moran, McQuaid Tizerindeki hegemonyasinin sonsuza kadar
sirmeyebileceginin farkina varir. Benzer bir sekilde, Fidelma Ashe bize, “savas¢i
erkekligin giic ve kontrolle olan iligskilerine ragmen, toplumun genelinde
hegemonik olmayabilecegini [¢iinkii] hegemonik statiiniin militarizm veya siyasi
siddetle ugrasan erkeklere otomatik olarak verilmedigini” hatirlatir (2019: 97).
Ashe’in tespiti, Moran’in erkeklik krizini en iyi sekilde 6zetlemektedir; zira savas
bittiginde Moran i¢in Great Meadow disinda hiitkmedecek uygun bir alan yoktur.
Moran’mn sivil yasami eski giiciinii golgelemekte ve erkekligini tehdit etmektedir.
Aslen Moran’t hayatta tutan savasin kendisiyken, mevcut diizen onun adina
sembolik bir hadim edilme anlamina gelmis ve geriye act bir hayal kiriklig
kalmistir. Moran, savas sonrasi veteranlara 6denen emekli maasini reddederken,
McQuaid “Sana ne veriyorlarsa al. Paranin rengini asla sorgulama” (McGahern,
1990: 20) der. McQuaid i¢in, “[b]u diinyada para olmadan var olamazsin. Ve asla
baska bir diinya olmayabilir” (1990: 20). Moran, McQuaid’'in bir zamanlar
ikisinin de savundugu idealleri yavas yavas kaybettigini, sorumsuz bir kapitaliste
dontistigiini ve dini inancini kaybettigini diisiiniir. Bardagi tasiran son damla ise
McQuaid’in Moran’in baba evini terk eden Luke’tan bahis agmasi olur. Oglanin
Great Meadow’u ansi1zin terk edip Londra’ya go¢tiiglini 6grenen McQuaid, s6zde
Moran’1 telkin etmek i¢in, Luke’a ovgiler diizer: “Gengler kendi bildiklerini
okurlar, Michael. Her neyse, Luke’u her zaman sevmisimdir. Cok diiriist ve adam
gibi adamdir” (1990: 13). Luke’un ayrilis1t Moran i¢in “agik bir yara gibi” (Cronin,
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1992: 171) sizladigindan, McQuaid bu ‘yarayr’ kasidiktan hemen sonra Moran
kendini iyiden iyiye savunmasiz hisseder ve oldukc¢a Ofkelenir. Bu tam da
Moran’in hala mutlak hakimiyet kurabilecegi bir giivenlik bolgesine, yani ailesine
siginmaya karar verdigi zamandir: “Yillar sonra en eski ve en iyi arkadasini
kaybetmisti ama bir bakima arkadasliktan her zaman nefret etmisti; aileler dGnemli
olandi [...] Rose Brady ile simdi evlenecegini daha biiyiik bir berraklikla gordi”
(McGahern, 1990: 22). Bu satirlardan da anlagilabilecegi gibi, Moran’in Rose
Brady ile evlenme konusundaki aniden depresen arzusu McQuaid’'in
provokasyonuyla tetiklenir; zira Great Meadow’un giiciinii koruyabilecegi tek yer
olabilecegini fark eder.

3. POLITIK BiR HAMLE OLARAK BABAYA iSYAN, CATISMA VE
UZLASMA

Elestirel erkeklikler perspektifinden yiriitiilen ¢alismalarin kahir ekseriyeti,
“babalarin toplumsal cinsiyete dair kalip yargilari annelerden daha fazla, 6zellikle
de ogullar1 tizerinde tahkim etme egiliminde olduklarini” 6ne siirer (Adams ve
Coltrane, 2005: 234). Babalarindan belirli davranis kodlarini edinen ogullar,
erkekliklerini kanitlamak i¢in babalarindan onay almaya ihtiyag duyarlar.
Dolayistyla “babalarin gerek varliklart gerekse yokluklar: ile ogullar1 tizerinde
muazzam etkileri vardir” (Whitehead, 2021: 93). Baba sembolik olarak ogul i¢in
belirli ‘eril’ davranis setlerini sergilemesi agisindan rol model islevi gorir.
Erkeklikler ve farkli babaliklar biyolojik gerceklerden ziyade erkeklerin
sirdiirmeye calistig1 sosyal insalar: imler. Boylece kendileri i¢in en etkili modeller
olmalarindan o6tird, ogullar ¢ogunlukla erkeklige giden yolda otorite ve gilicl
babalarindan miras almayr Ogrenirler. Ogullar iktidar1 paylasmak i¢in ya
babalartyla uzlasirlar ya da kendi iktidarlarin1 kurmak adina onlara meydan
okurlar.

Moran ve ogullar1 arasindaki gerilimin belirli bir tarihsel baglamda
baba/ogul arasindaki iliskilenme bigimlerini yansittigi One strilebilir, zira
Moran’m aile i¢i iktidar miicadelesi siiphesiz ogullart Michael ve Luke ile olan
iliskisi tizerinden incelendiginde karmasik bir hal alir. Kiz kardeslerinin aksine,
Michael ve Luke babalarinin otoritesini asmak i¢in miicadele eder. Baba/ogul
arasindaki gerilim, her iki tarafin da kendi erkekliklerini insa etme kaygilarinin bir
sonucu olarak okunabilir. Kadimlar1 ‘kutsal agina’ hapsetmedeki basarisina
ragmen, Moran dini degerlerle bezenmis erkeklik degerlerini ogullarna asla
aktaramaz. Ne Michael ne de Luke hi¢cbir maneviyata sempati gostermez;
aksine, babalik yasalarmni ihlal eden diinyevi zevklerin hirsli tiiketicilerine
dontsiirler. Bir bakima, Moran ve ogullar1 arasindaki siiregelen catismalar
¢ocuklarin babanin diizeninde tutulmasi i¢in kurulan ‘kutsal agt’ yirtip atmayi
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basarmalari nedeniyle alevlenir. Ogullarin dini kurallari reddetmeleri, sekiiler
hayatlar yasama istekleri, baba yasasini ¢ignediklerinin ve dolayisiyla Moran’in
erkekligine dogrudan bir tehdit olduklarinin nisanesidir. Aralarindaki cesitli
tartismalardan ve ¢atismalardan sonra Michael babayla miizakere eder ve uzlasir;
ancak Luke, babanin iktidarini tamamen reddeder.

Moran’in, irlanda Cumbhuriyeti'nin mikrokozmosu olarak okunabilecek
Great Meadow’da kurdugu otoritenin temelinde, Katolik 6gretisiyle 6zdes hale
gelmis ‘sert erkek’ kiiltii yatar. irlanda Cumbhuriyeti'nin kurulus asamasindan
itibaren idealize edilen ‘sert erkek’ imajinin ardinda tlkenin sosyal, ekonomik ve
politik kosullarinin izleri siiriilebilir. Ekonomik araglarini déntiistiirmeden once,
esasen bir tarim tlkesi olan irlanda’da kirsal yasama ve is birligine uygun aile
yapisina belirgin bir 6nem atfedilirdi. Her seyden 6nce, ulusal belleklerinde Biiytik
Kitlik anlatilarinin yer etmesi nedeniyle yoksulluk ve aglik korkusu olan
irflandalilar i¢in toprakla ugrasmak, tarimsal iiretim ve siirdiirilebilirlik gibi
kavramlar bagimsizlik sonrast donemde de ana giindemi olusturmaktaydi ve
‘karsal koktencilik’, aile kurumunu ve pek tabii ulusu bir arada tutmak adina son
derece mithimdi (McCullagh, 1991: 205). Ulke genelinde erkekler, aile gecimini
saglamak i¢in 1yi tarim yapan, gii¢li ve ¢aliskan bireyler olmak zorundaydi (Hearn
vd., 2006: 38). Boylece fiziksel gii¢ ve kol emegini imleyen ‘sert erkek’ kiilti,
donemin hegemonik erkeklik normlarinin yapi tagini olusturmaktaydi.

1922’de kazanilan bagimsizlik savasindan irlanda Cumhuriyeti'nin ilani
olan 1937 senesine kadar gegcen uzun yillar ulus kimligini insa etme ¢abalari
tzerinden sancilt politik miicadelelere sahne oldu. Yeni anayasaya Onciiliik
edecek de Valera, 1927'de Temsilciler Meclisi'ne secilmesinden itibaren son
derece etkili bir muhalefet yapmakta ve Tam Bagimsiz Cumhuriyet hedefinin
ulusun refahi ile miimkiin olabilecegi kanaatindeydi. Kendi kendini var eden,
hane ge¢imini saglamakla kalmayip tilke ekonomisine gii¢ verecek ‘sert erkek’
kiiltiiniin insas1 se¢im kampanyalarinin temelini olusturmaktaydi. ingiltere’nin
siregelen ekonomik dayatmalarindan siyrilmak i¢in eve ekmek getiren erkeklerin
‘Ucretli kolelerden’ ziyade kirsal irlanda’da kendi baslarina calisabilecekleri
dreticiler olmalar1 elzemdi. Bu sayede “saglam, kendi kendine yeten ¢ift¢ci” imaj1
hegemonik erkekligin en temel Ozelligi olarak sunuldu (Barr vd., 2019: 11).
Ekonomik bagimsizliklarinin birincil kaynaginin topraklari oldugu ve “dolayisiyla
irlandali erkeklerin ulusal asagilanmalarini ancak topraga erisimlerini giivence
altina alarak telafi edebilecekleri” inanci giderek yayginlasti (Beatty, 2019: 157).
Tarimsal erkeklik tizerinden insa edilecek ulus bilinci hem gurur hem de gelecek
nesiller i¢in refah kaygisini ortadan kaldiracak bir umut kaynagi olacakti. Dahast,
kilisenin bireysel ¢aba ve kas giicliniin aile birligini saglama agisindan
ehemmiyetini asilama konusundaki eszamanli girisimi, kirsal irlanda’daki giicli
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erkeklerin ve babalarin yiceltilmesine katki sundu (Cusack, 2001: 230).
Toplumsal bellege kazinmis kitlik endisesi ve ailenin 6nemine vurgu yapan dini
kodlar, erkekleri aile iiyeleriyle birlikte ciftcilik yapmaya tesvik etmistir. Esas
olarak kiiciik toprak sahiplerinden olusan kirsal irlandali aileler, ¢iftliklerini
ogullarinin yardimiyla yonetmek zorundaydilar; zira feodal diizen pratigi olarak
“topragin alt bolimlere ayrilmasi ve destekledigi kalabalik aile yasam tarzi artik
bir ekonomik segcenek degildi [ve dolayisiyla] yerini ¢ekirdek aile etrafinda
Orgiitlenen bir miras sistemine birakt1” (McCullagh, 1991: 205). Bundan bdyle,
kirsal kesimlerdeki ¢ekirdek ailelerin, gelecek refahlar: i¢in topraklarini iglemeyi
stirdiirebilmek adina ogullarina giivenmeleri gerekiyordu. Topragi belirli bir ogula
birakma goOrevini baba iistlendiginden, aile icinde babaya, yani erkege, baska bir
iktidar bigimi atfediyordu (Ni Leime vd., 2022: 2). Erkekler ogullarin1 babanin
topragini nesiller boyu koruyup ailelerini kollamalar1 i¢in yetistirecekti.

‘Sert erkek’ kiiltiiniin viicut bulmus hali olan Moran, bagimsizlik savasinin
ardindan Great Meadow’a cekilir ve maharetli bir cift¢ci olarak tiim aileyi
besleyebilmesinden o6tirii kendisiyle gurur duyar. Dis diinyadan soyutlanmis
Moran’in temel gayesi, mevcut diizeni korumak ve ogullarin1 gelecekteki
ailelerine yetebilecek erkekler olarak yetistirmektir. Bir defasinda ¢iftlik islerini
yapmaya son derece goniilsiiz olan Michael’a ‘gercek bir erkek’ olarak neleri
basardigini izah eder: “Aile burada yetistirildi. Sanirim her sey tamamen dogru
yapilmadi ama 1s1§1miz yettigince elimizden geleni yaptik. Kimse a¢ kalmadi.
Kimseden bir sey istemedik” (McGahern, 1990: 136). Moran, ‘gercek bir irlandali
erkegin’ ailesini beslemek i¢in gii¢ ve irade kazanmasi gerektiginden emindir: “Irsi
olarak fakirlik veya kitliga dair derin korkular1” (1990: 68) oldugu i¢cin Moran, agir
isleri reddeden, bunun yerine birkag evcil hayvan ve ¢icek beslemeyi tercih eden
Michael’1 yeterince erkek olmamakla suglar:

‘Sanirim yakinda kendine bir etek alacaksin.” ‘Pantolon ¢ok daha
kullanisli,” diyerek bunu bir gilimsemeyle savusturabildi.
‘Havug gibi bir sey yetistirsen bir anlami olurdu. O ¢igekleri
yiyebilmen i¢in daha ¢ok zaman geg¢mesi gerekecek’. ‘Bakmasi
eglenceli.” ‘Bakmak seni bu diinyada pek ileri gotiirmez,” dedi
Moran. Ancak ¢ocugun cevap niteligindeki kafa sallamasinda,
gonilli kolelikten baska bir sey olarak gormedigi Moran’in isine
karsi esit bir kiigcimseme gizliydi (McGahern, 1990: 65).

Michael icten ice kendi erkekliginin tahkiminin babasinin kutsadigi
degerlerin ¢ignenmesiyle mimkiin olabilecegini diisiniir. Babasinin dayattig1 dini
ritliellere ve yasam bigimine agik bir muhalefet sergilemese de igki ve evlilik dis1
cinsel iliski gibi diinyevi zevklerle gizliden gizliye ilgi duyar. Maggie’'nin
deyimiyle, “etek giydigi siirece kiminle oldugu umurunda olmayan” (1990: 132)
Michael'm diinyevi zevklere duskinliigii babasinin hakimiyetine karsi
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‘erkekligini’ kanitlama  yOniinde Oortili.  bir  micadele olarak
degerlendirilebilir. Michael’ln erkekligini kanitlama ¢abasi, kiz kardeslerinin
Great Meadow’u ziyaretleri sirasinda hep birlikte gittikleri dans partisinde agiga
cikar. Gece boyunca, “Moran kizlarinin higbiri i¢gmedi. Michael’in erkekler
arasinda hareket etmesindeki 6zgiivenden oldugu kadar igki igmesinden de soke
oldular. Kii¢iik kardesleri onlar fark etmeden biytimiisti” (1990: 101). Michael
icin Great Meadow’un disinda kesfedilecek koca bir dinya vardir ve o, diger
erkekler arasinda kendine yer agmak i¢in yarismaya heveslidir. Michael elinde
ickisiyle ¢alim satarken, “kiz kardeslerinin onaylamayan bakislarini yakalayarak
kadehini onlara dogru kaldird1 ve salondaki kadinlar1 sizmeye basladi” (1990:
101). Michael, abartili erkeklik performanslariyla babasinin kat1 Katolik ahlakini
baltalamaya hazirdir. Nell Morahan ile salondan ayrilan Michael, ‘erkeklige’
dogru attig1 ilk adimla gurur duyar; zira bu adimdan sonra kiz kardesleri “onu
artik bir ¢ocuk olarak goremezlerdi [¢linkii] on bes yasindaydi ve diinyaya
hiitkmediyordu” (1990: 103). O gece Michael ilk cinsel iligkisini yasar. Babasina
duydugu gercek bir korku ve dehsetten mustarip olsa da, Michael’n Nell
Morahan ile yasadigi kacamak, Moran’in kutsal agindan siyrilip bagimsizligini
kanitlamanin nisanesi olur.

Erkekligini kanitlama ¢abasinin yani sira Michael’in Nell ile olan
iligkisi, “1920’lerden 1970’lere kadar iilkenin siyasi, ekonomik, sosyal ve cinsel
doénitisiminiin” bir sonucu olarak ¢agdas irlanda’nin yeni sosyal kosullarini
Ozetler (Wall, 1999: 305). Babasinin aksine, Michael’m nesli, irlanda tarihinde
Kilise’nin cinsellige dair kat1 tutumunun sorgulandigi bir doneme denk diiser.
Daha kesin bir ifadeyle, Katolik Kilisesi’'nin tireme, evlilik ve ev i¢i roller gibi
meselelere uzun sire dogrudan miudahale etmesi irlanda halkinin cinsellik
konusunda sessiz kalmasina yol agmis; dyle ki, kari/koca arasinda bile cinsellik
acikca zikredilemez hale gelmisti. Birincil amaci iireme ile iligskilendirilen cinsellik
haz amacli ifa edildiginde ahlak dis1 kabul edilmis ve bu nedenle dogum kontroli
Katolik Kilisesi tarafindan kisitlanmisti. Michael ve Nell, Moran’in otoritesinin
temel mesruiyet kaynagi olan Katolik degerleri evlilik dis1 cinsel iliskiyle yerle bir
ederler. Strandhill’e yaptiklar1 glinliik gezi sirasinda tekrar sevisirler; bu sahne son
derece canli bir sekilde tasvir edilir:

Yiksek kum tepeleri arasindaki bir cukurda yagmurluklarini yere
serdiler ve ayakkabilarini firlattilar. Sonra Nell yar1 diz ¢okmiis
halde i¢ camasirlarmi ¢ikardi ve i1sinmak icin ona sokuldu.
Michael, hazzin siddetli dirtisiine ragmen, ilk gecelerinde
Nell’in ona gosterdigi gibi nezaketle ve biraz ¢ekingen bir halde
pantolonunu uyluklarina kadar indirdi ve yavasca Nell’in igine
girdi. [...] Ugiincii defa Michael’i icinde hissettiginde Nell artik
kendi zevkini 6ncelemeye hazirdi ve Michael sirasin1 beklemeyi

298



Arastirma Makalesi / Research Article Alternatif Politika, 2026, 18 (2): 279-311
https://doi.org/10.53376/ap.2026.10

Ogrenebilmisti. Nell Oyle kudretli ve kendinden emindi ki
Michael bir an korktu. Keyif ¢igliklar atarken Nell Michael’t
kalgalarindan sertge kavradi ve onu hareket etmeye zorladi;
bittiginde gozlerini act1 ve elleriyle ylzilini tutarak Michael’n
anlayamadigi hizli, minnettar bir Opilicik verdi. Zayif giines
tepelerinde duruyordu. Rutubetli sogugu hissederek giyindiler,
ayakkabilarindaki ve yagmurluklarindaki kumlar1 silkeleyip
kiyiya geri indiler. Tim o bos kumsalda kosturan tek bir kdopek
dahi yoktu, sadece gelgit cizgisinde agir agir yiriiyen birka¢ kus
vardi ki gelgit artitk plajin ¢ok daha yukarismma gelmisti.
Tamamlamakla kendilerini ahlaki olarak ylkimli hissettikleri
bir yolculuga cikmislar gibi, karsi noktadaki harabeye doénen
kiliseye kadar tiim yolu geri yiiridiler (McGahern, 1990: 105).

Michael ve Nell'in tutkulu sevigmeleri, pek tabii, Katolik Kilisesi’nin
baskilarina karst apagik bir baskaldiridir. Evlilik dis1 olmasi bir yana, bdylesine
sehvet dolu birlikteligin harabeye donmius “catisiz kilise” (1990: 106) Oniinde
yasanmis olmasi heyecanli ¢ift i¢in olduk¢a siradandir ve Ozel bir anlam ifade
etmez. Ayrica harap kilisenin altindaki kayalarin arasinda “birka¢ berrak havuz
vardi, havuzlarda ¢ok sayida minik canli vardi ama mahsur kalmis balik yoktu”
(1990: 106). Kilisenin simnirlari, dikte ettigi ahlaki kodlar, artik ‘kutsal aglardan
styrilmis baliklar’ i¢in bir anlam ifade etmiyor; iktidar1 kadinlarin 6zgirliiklerini
sinirlamaya kafi gelmiyordu. Dahasi, sevisme aninda Nell'in kendi zevkini
Onceleyerek Michael’t yoOnlendirmesi dikkatlerden kag¢maz. Michael, Nell
tarafindan kontrol edildigini hissetti§inde neredeyse soke olur. Michael’in
yasadig1 kisa siireli sok, Nell Morahan’in, bagimsizlik miicadelesinin basinda
erkeklerle birlikte sorumluluk alan, ilerleyen siirecte evlerine ¢ekilmeye zorlanmais,
kendilerine ofis isleri ya da geri hizmet alanlar1 gibi goriintiste daha hafif gérevler
verilen, yeni anayasanin ardindan ise neredeyse tamamen marjinallestirilmis
irflandali kadinlara dair kaniksanan kalip yargilarin fevkalade uzaginda
konumlanmasindan kaynaklanmaktadir.

Uzun yillara yayilan irlanda Bagimsizlik Miicadelesi sirasinda verilen
Orgiitli micadelenin farkli asamalar: birlik ve beraberligi tahkim etmek, inanci
diri tutmak ve direnci kadim kilmak adina ¢esitli ideolojik sOylemleri beraberinde
getirmisti. Ozellikle silahli miicadeleyle belirli kazanimlar elde etmis olan IRA’nin
1deolojik yapisinda, fiziksel cesaret, zihinsel gii¢, fedakadrlik arzusu ve
kahramanlik gibi hipererkekligin kendine has kodlar1 baskin hale gelmisti
(Redmond, 2021b: 135). Orgiit icerisinde ‘somiirgeciye’ karst savasmak bir
‘erkeklik gorevi’ olarak lanse edilmis; erkekliklere yapilan ideolojik vurgu, esasen
erkeklerin tlkelerini ‘tecaviizcii sOmiirgecilerden’ kurtarmak i¢in hipererkeklik
Ozellikleri tagimak zorunda olduklar1 iddiasina dayandirilmisti. Somiirgeci
ingiltere’nin ‘erkekligine’ kafa tutmak ancak daha sert erkek olmaya, dolayisiyla
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siddete cok daha yatkin olmaya bagliyds, zira irlanda’ya tarih boyunca somiirgeci
ingiltere tarafindan boyun egdirilmesi, irlandal1 erkeklerin ‘kadinsilastirilmast’ ile
esdeger tutulmustu (Beatty, 2016: 164). Boylece, sOmiirgeci Ingiltere ile
somiirgelestirilen irlanda arasindaki savas, erkeklerin erkekliklerini kurtarmak i¢in
savasmak zorunda olduklar1 bir miicadele alaniydr: “Kan dokiilmesini nihai bir
dehset olarak gdren ulus [erkekligini] kaybederdi” (Goldstein, 2003: 275). irlandali
savasgilar i¢in diismani alt etmek, kesinlikle ‘gercek’ bir erkek olmak; dolayisiyla
cesaret, saldirganlik, siddet, sertlik, dayaniklilik, 6zgliven ve 6zbiling ile donanmis
olmak demekti.

Kas giiciiniin, siddetin, saldirganligin ve acimasizligin kutsandigi, giiciin
erkek olmakla Ozdeslestirildigi donemler kadinlarin bilingli  sekilde
marjinallestirilmesini beraberinde getirir. Nell Morahan’in Moran ailesinin tim
bireylerini adeta felce ugratmasi tam da bu yilizdendir. Moranlarin 6teden beri
yukaridan baktigi, babalari giinlik tarim islerinde calisan, kardesleri okulda
basarisiz, fakir ve umutsuz Morahanlarin en biiyiik kizlari , kasabada, Dublin’de
ve o glinlerde halasinin yanina gog¢ ettigi New York’ta ¢esitli islerde calisip tim
ailesine yardim edebilecek ve gonliince gezip eglenebilecek kadar para kazanan
Nell Morahan, bagimsiz ve sasirtic1 bicimde 6zgiivenli haliyle, Michael’e sadece
cinsel iliskiden nasil zevk alinacagini 6gretmekle kalmaz, ayni zamanda kendi
zevkinin de smirlarini zorlar. Nell’in tecriibesi ve cinsellige kars: tutumu, Katolik
itflanda’nin safligini temsil etme konusunda ¢aresiz bir sorumlulukla ytkimli
kilinan kadin imajina mutlak bir tezat olusturur. Ayrica bu durum, erkekligin
glg, ozerklik ve iktidar1 imledigi, kadinligin ise faillikten yoksun olmasinin
beklendigi cinsiyet normlartyla celisir. Michael ve Nell'in terk edilmis, catisi
ucmus, kohne kilisenin Oniinde sevismeleri, yine kilise tarafindan kendilerine
iktidar bahsedilen erkeklerin gilicten diiserken kadinlarin cinsellik konusunda
eszamanlt olarak 6zgiiven kazanmasini isaret etmesi bakimindan son derece
carpicidir. Ancak Moran’in kusagr hald kilisenin s6zde iktidarini gormeye
isteklidir. Moran, Rose’'u  aym1  yere gezmeye  gotlirdiginde, “arazinin
kenarindaki eski mezarligin ortasindaki c¢atisiz kiliseye ulasmadan geri donddler.
[...] Moran, Rose’a ‘Yerel halk o6lilerini hdla oraya gomiyor,”” (McGahern,
1990: 60) diyerek kilisenin ¢okiisiiyle ylizlesmeyi bir sekilde reddettigini ima etmis
olur. Moran i¢in kilise ve temsil ettigi degerler hayatlarinda hala vazgecilmez bir
yer tutar.

Uzun vadede Michael, Luke’un aksine, Moran’in otoritesini kabul eder,
Great Meadow’a diizenli ziyaretlerini gergeklestirir ve ¢iftlik islerine gonilli
olarak yardim eder; bu durum onun boyun egdigi babasinin otoritesini devralma
umuduyla onaymmi alma ¢abast olarak okunabilir. Babasin1 ‘yenmeyt’
basaramayan Michael, Moran ile uzlasma yollarini arar. Evden kagmasina ve yeni
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firsatlar aramasina ragmen babasiyla daha fazla ¢atismaktan kaginir ve “[o]gul ile
baba arasindaki tim eski dertler unutulur” (McGahern, 1990: 142). Luke'u
babasini ziyarete ikna etmeye calistiginda su¢ ortakligi agiga ¢ikar: “Babamiz
simdi iyi. Yaslandi. Artik hi¢cbir sey yapamaz [...] Sanirim her seye ragmen o
ihtiyar pisligi bir nevi seviyorum” (1990: 147). Michael’in Moran’a duydugu
Ortiilii sempati, gitgide yaslanan babasinin iktidarini devralabilmek i¢in Moran’in
onayma duydugu ihtiyactan kaynaklanir. Bir defasinda eve doniis yolunda
“insanlarin kendilerini bir araya getirdikleri o zayif yolda, devam eden varliginin
bir isareti i¢in, taninmak i¢in Great Meadow’a bak[an]” (1990: 147) Michael'in
babasmnin hiikkim sirdiigi Great Meadow’da bir erkek olarak gecerliligini
kanitlamak i¢in 1s birligine duydugu ihtiyag¢ dikkatlerden kagmaz.

4. POLITIiK BiR iIHANET OLARAK BABAYA iSYAN VE GOC

Michael babayla olan hiyerarsik iliskisinde kendini yeniden
konumlandirabilirken, Moran’in ugruna savastig1 dini baglilik, ulusal aidiyet ve
ataerkil aileye saygi gibi degerlerin bir nevi antitezi olan Luke mesafeli kalmaya
devam eder (Liddy, 1999: 119). Luke i¢in Great Meadow’da yasayabilmek,
gelecekte orada hikiim siirmek, simgesel olarak dini, kirsal ve militarist kodlarin
gecer akge oldugu erkeklik normlarin1 benimseme anlamina gelir. Dolayistyla
babasimin temsil ettigi degerleri elinin tersiyle iten Luke kendi erkekligini tahkim
edebilmek adina ingiltere’ye goger. irlanda ve ingiltere arasindaki kiiltiirel, sosyal,
siyasi ve ekonomik iliskiler incelendiginde, ilkinin hayatin ¢esitli alanlarinda
algilanan bir yetersizlik/asagilik duygusuyla ikincisine tabi kilindig1 fark edilebilir.
Toplumsal cinsiyet perspektifinden ele alindiginda ise, irlandali erkekler genel
olarak beyaz erkeklerin imtiyazlarindan yararlanabilseler de ozellikle ingiliz
erkeklerinin tarihsel hakimiyeti nedeniyle siklikla marjinallestirilmislerdir.
irflanda’nin somiirge tarihinde goriilebilecegi tizere, irlandali erkekler kendi
ilkelerini yonetecek kadar ‘erkeksi’ bulunmamislardir; zira erkeklik otorite, giic,
akil ve rasyonalite gibi temel nitelikleri icermektedir. Egemen ingilizler ile boyun
egdirilen irlandalilar arasinda hiikiim siiren etnik ve mezhepsel farkliliklar, Anglo-
irflanda Oznesinin poptler kiiltiir ve medya araglarinda basmakalip semboller
araciligiyla erkekliklerinden mahrum birakilmis 6zneler olarak temsil edilir.

irflandalilarin olumsuz kaliplara hapsedilmesinin temelinde uzun yillar
boyunca siyaseten ve ekonomik olarak maruz kaldiklari, donem dénem ciddi
bicimde derinlesen krizlerin  yattift  asikdrdir. ingiltere’nin  kitlesel
sanayilesmesinden hemen sonra, birgcok gé¢men isgiicli olarak biiylik sehirlere ve
kasabalara tasinmis, bunlar arasinda irlandalilar sayica 6nemli bir yer tutmustur.
On sekizinci yiizyilin ortalarindan yirminci ylizyilin ilk on yilina kadar irlanda’nin
Britanya’ya gog tarihini belgeleyen Donald M. MacRaild’in tarihsel verilerle ifade
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ettigi iizere, irlandali gogmenler konut, insaat, yol yapimi, ulasim ve madencilik
acgisindan Britanya’nin altyapisi i¢in hayati 6nem tagimis, pamuk fabrikalarinda,
imalathanelerde ve tarim islerinde calismiglardi.® irlandalilarin Britanya’daki
ekonomik ve kiltirel ilerlemenin farkli alanlarma katkida bulundugunu
belgeleyen MacRaild’e gore “irlandali yerlesimciler olmasaydi, sanayilesen
Britanya’nin biiyiik sehirleri yasamak ve ¢alismak i¢in hala sefil ve sagliksiz yerler
olurdu” (1999: 156). Fakat ana yurtlarindan ayri, daha da 6nemlisi, iilkelerinin
asirlar boyu mustarip oldugu krizlerin bas miisebbibi olan tilkede canla basla
calisan irlandali gogmenler hem ingilizler hem de geride biraktiklar: soydaslar
tarafindan marjinallestirilir. Uzun siiredir irlanda’y1 somiirgelestirmis olan
ingiltere’ye go¢ etmek, bagimsizlik sonrasi ddnemde gbgmenlerin “hain, aggozlii
veya vatan haini olduklarmi iddia eden yaygin siyasi retorige” gore irlandali
erkeklerin erkekligine dogrudan bir tehdit olusturmaktayd: (Redmond, 2021a:
205). Boylece, donemin siyasi retorigi ingiltere’ye go¢ eden erkeklerin kendilerini
ve atalarini erkeklikten mahrum birakacaklar: sdylemini dolagima soktu. irlanda
milliyet¢iliginin hakim soylemi, ingiltere’ye go¢ edenlerin neoliberal diizende
sekiiler araclarla insa edilen ‘ingiliz kimligini’ benimseyerek ‘sert erkek’ imajini
kaybedeceklerini; dahasi, irlanda’y1 ingiltere icin terk etmenin babalarinin
ingilizlere kars: verdigi savasi bosa ¢ikarmakla kalmayip, diisman yurduna gogle
tarth boyu verilen micadelede maglubiyeti kabul etmis olacaklarini
vurgulamaktaydi. Bu sayede, yeni neslin ingiltere’ye go¢ etmesi geride kalanlar
i¢cin erkekliklerini yitirmenin ve biiylik bir asagilanmanin nisanesi olacakti.

Ote yandan Luke i¢cin Moran’mn boyundurugu altinda Great Meadow’da
kalmak bir erkek i¢in asla kabul edilemezdi; zira “[s]adece kadinlar babayla
yasayabilirdi” (McGahern, 1990: 133). Luke’a gore baba otoritesi
‘kadinsilastirma’ aracindan baska bir sey degildi. Buna karsilik “Michael, daha
kadinsilagmis karakteri nedeniyle Moran’a uyum saglayabildi” (Robinson, 2017:
149). Luke Great Meadow’da hadim edilme korkusuyla gozlerini Londra’ya, kent
kiltird icerisinde 60ziimsenen yeni erkeklik normlarina ¢evirir. Luke’un iktidar ve
‘gercek erkeklik’ tanimi despot bir baba olma hevesinden ziyade ekonomik refahi
ifade eder. ingiltere’de ‘erkekligini’ kanitlar ve artik babasmin iktidarini miras
almaya ihtiya¢ duymaz. Londra’da bir insaat sirketinde ise giren Luke,
caligkanligiyla kisa siirede kendini kabul ettirir ve eski evleri satin alip modern
dairelere donistiirdiikleri renovasyon isine ortak olur. Kariyer yolu son derece
semboliktir; 6yle ki baba merkezli ataerkil aile hayatinin sembolii olan biiytlik eski

¢ Ayrica, irlandali gogmenlerin savag sonrasi Britanya’daki yasam kosullari hakkinda Edna
Delaney’in The Irish in Post-War Britain (1999) adli eseri incelenebilir. Olduk¢a kapsamli sekilde
hazirlanan kitabinda yazar evden ayrilma ve Britanya’ya uyum temalarinin yani sira somirge
sonrasi baglamda irlandalilar ve ingilizler arasinda devam eden catismalar ele alir.
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evleri modern kent yasamina uygun apartman dairelerine donustiiriirler. Bir
sekilde erkeklik ve babaligin eski normlarini yap1 sokiime ugratan Luke, kendi
erkekligini kentli, orta siif degerleri lizerinden insa eder. Babasindan bahis
acildiginda ofkeyle haykirir: “Ya ben deliyim ya da o” (McGahern, 1990: 146).
Gizliden gizliye oglunun yasini tutan Moran i¢in basarisizliginin nisan1 olan Luke
babasina dair her tiirden mirasi biitiiniiyle reddeder: “Babami1 kendim se¢gmedim.
O da beni segmedi. Elimde olsaydi o adamla tanismay1 kesinlikle reddederdim”
(1990: 144). Zaman i¢inde aile tiyeleri arasindaki tiim c¢atismalar ¢Oziilirken,
Moran’in tek hirs1 Luke ile uzlasmaktir. Moran ¢aresizce Luke’un er ya da geg eve
donmesini ve babalik yasasini kabul etmesini bekler. Ancak Luke ne Great
Meadow’u ziyaret eder ne de Moran ile herhangi bir uzlasma belirtisi gosterir.

Luke’un babasina kars1 isyan, irlanda Ozgiir Devleti’nin kurucu babalarinin
vicut bulmus hali olan Moran’in antitezi haline gelmesinde gercek Oziinii
bulur. Ulkesini ingilizlerden kurtarmak icin savasan babasinin evinden
ayrildiginda, Luke yalnizca babayi terk etmekle kalmaz, onu ingiltere’deki bir
hayat ugruna terk etmis olur. Dolayisiyla babanin reddi tiim degerlerle olan
baglarin kalic1 bigcimde terk edilmesi anlamina gelir. Luke’un itaatsizligi, yeni nesil
irlandal1 erkeklerin artik kendilerini tilkenin muhafazakar ve kisitlayici ortamiyla
sinirlamaktan ¢ok uzakta olduklarini gosterir. Ulkeye, dine ve aileye sadik kalmak
arttk  kurucu babalarin  ogullar1  tarafindan  dikkate alinmayacaktir.
Nihayetinde, eski bir IRA lideri olan Moran, bagimsiz, Katolik bir irlanda i¢cin
gecmiste verdigi miicadelenin nafile oldugunu fark eder. Moran’a gore Luke’un
aileden ayrilmasi, ugruna uzun siire fedakarlik yaptig1 degerlere karst isyan ve
sadakatsizlik ile ylizlesmesine vesile olur. Belki isin en ac1 yani1 ise sudur: “Luke
kendini bir tiir ingiliz’e doniistiiriiyordu” (McGahern, 1990: 148). Bu, Moran’in
ylziine tokat gibi ¢arpan sarsict bir tespittir: “‘Bunun karsiliginda ne aldik?’”
(1990: 5) diye sorar agir bir tonda. “‘Bir tilke, eger onlara inanirsan. Birkag ingiliz
yerine en Ust kademelerde kendi adamlarimizdan bazilari. Kendi ailemin
yarisindan fazlasi ingiltere’de calisiyor. Biitiin bunlar ne i¢indi? Her sey bir
kandirmacaydi’” (1990: 5). Luke’'un evi terk edisinin akabindeki ilk Noel
yemeginde oglu ortalarda goriinmediginde Moran hakarete ugradigini diisiiniir ve
kendini bir ¢citkmazin i¢cinde bulur:

‘Noel i¢in gelecegini ya da bir mektup yazacagini diisiiniirsiin
ama tek bir kelime yok, kendinden baska kimseyi diisiindiigii
yok,” dedi; ve ayni saatte ingiltere’de Luke’u nasil bir alanin
cevreledigini hayal etmeye c¢alistiklarinda bu durum zihinlerine
derin bir golge diislirdi ama bunu hayal edemediler. Bu
karanlikla yiizlesmeye ¢ok benziyordu (McGahern, 1990: 35).
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Moran ve diger tim aile bireyleri i¢in urkitiicii olan gelecegin nasil
bigimlenecegine dair hissettikleri belirsizlik, yilizlesemedikleri korkunun ve
nefretin karanligin1 uyandirir. Oysa gelenegin imkan sundugu gilivenli anlar
Moran ailesini saglam tutan kolonlarin ¢imentosu gibidir. Great Meadow’a
cekildigi giinden beri “zamanin i¢inde duygusal olarak donmus, otoriter ama
savunmasiz olan konumunu tehdit eden degisimlere zarafetle uyum
saglayamayan” (Sampson, 1993: 217-18) Moran simdilerde geg¢misin karanlik
dehlizlerinde yitip giden erkekligini anilarla diriltmeye ¢abalar.

Ancak sonunda Moran, irrasyonel eril sovenizmine kurban gider. Kadinlar
arasinda ‘yeterince erkek’ kalmaya yoOnelik son miicadelesi, militarizmle
yogurulmus erkekliginin grotesk bir parodisidir. Moran’in yiten erkekligini
kanitlama egilimi, hi¢bir sebep yokken bir kiiciik kargayi o6ldirdigiinde alay
konusu olur. Bir sabah bir silah sesi duyulduktan sonra, “pijamalariyla agik
pencerede duruyordu, elinde av tiifegi, disaridaki 6n tarlaya bakiyordu; orada
siyah bir karga lekesi, disbudak agacinin altindaki beyaz zeminde yatiyordu”
(McGahern, 1990: 7). Bir zamanlar kahraman bir gerilla lideri, tiifegi erkekliginin
amblemi olan Moran, artik komik pijamalariyla adeta karikatiirize edilir, tiifegi
ise i¢inde tek bir mermi bile olmadan duvarda asilidir. Tim gili¢ araglarini
kaybeden Moran sefalet icinde vefat eder ve kusaginin erkeklerinin bir zamanlar
gururla temsil ettigi tiim nitelik ve degerlerle birlikte gomiiliir. Moran’in cenazesi,
belirli semboller araciligiyla iilke ig¢in farkli bir gelecegin kehaneti gibidir.
Cenazesinde sadece iki yerel politikact “gizleyemedikleri bir asagilamayla”
goriniir (1990: 183) ve tabutu “solmus ti¢ renkli bir bayrak” ile Ortiiliidiir (1990:
183). Defin islemi, modasi gegmis ve kendine has geleneklerin, inancin, sosyal ve
ekonomik kosullarin sonuna gelindigini; baska bir deyisle, “irlanda’nin kendini
yeniden icat ettigi” (Kirby vd., 2002: 1) bir devri isaret eder.

Giris bolimiinde belirtildigi gibi Amongst Women, John McGahern’in
yasami boyunca sahit oldugu gelismelerin, kendi diinya goriisi ile Katolik irlanda
arasinda ve kendisi ile babasi Frank McGahern arasinda bir uzlasma saglama
yOniindeki bireysel ¢abasi olarak da okunabilir. The Dark romaninin
yaymlanmasiin ardindan zindik ilan edilen, isinden kovulan ve iilkesini terk
etmek zorunda kalan yazar hayatinin sonraki doneminde bir sekilde tim bu
meselelerle uzlasma arayisma girisir. Kurgusal metinleri, bir miiltecinin “irlanda
bagimsizliginin gergekleriyle yasadigi ebeveyn hayal kirikligindan ve aile ile
toplumun otoriter baskiciligindan sag ¢ikmaya” calistigr bir atmosferde sesini
bulmasim saglamistir (Sloan, 2009: 219). Babayla ve irlanda kimligine atfedilen
eski degerlerle olan vahim ¢ikmazlarini ¢6zmek, sekiilerlesmis cagdas irlanda’da
daha fazla umut ve baris saglayacaktir. Amongst Women’in yayimlanmasi Frank
McGahern’in Oliimiinden ¢ok sonra olmasina ragmen, romandaki baba figliri
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stiphesiz kendine has bir mevcudiyete ve etki alanina sahip olur. McGahern’in
babasi, “iliskilerinin karmasikligini ve onu ifade etme eylemini gii¢lii bir sekilde
distindiiren” ve yazarin kendisine musallat olan bir hayalet haline gelir (Sloan,
2009: 220). Yazarin babasiyla olan iligkileri dylesine karmagiktir ki onu asla tam
olarak anlayamadigini itiraf eder; zira babasi “Oylesine degisken, siddetli,
benmerkezci, ¢ok yiizlidiir” (Sloan, 2009: 226). Oyleyse, John McGahern’in
kendisini ortasinda buldugu dini yasa ve babalik yasasina yonelik belirsiz mesafe
arasinda paralellikler aranabilir. McGahern ve kardesleri annelerinin 6limiinden
sonra uzun siire babalariyla birlikte yasamak zorunda kalirlar. Ayni1 ¢at1 altinda
yasadiklar1 ev baba siddetinin ve kati dini dayatmalarin merkezi olur. Bir
rOportajinda itiraf ettigi gibi, o ginler “Katolikligin her seyi domine ettigi giinlerdi.
[...] Otorite babacild1. Gokytiziindeki Baba Tanri, Roma’daki Papa, evde her gece
tespih ¢eken baba” (Collinge ve Vernadakis, 2003: 7-8). McGahern’in
anlatilarinda, higbiri gercek sefkat ve sempati icermeyen babalarin varlig1 agik¢a
fark edilebilir, boylece ataerki ve babaligin yazarin kurgusal metinlerinde neden
daimi bir ilgi alan1 haline geldigi giin yiiziine ¢ikar. Ozellikle Amongst Women'da,
McGahern ataerkinin giiciinlii yap1 sOkiimiine ugratmakta ve ¢agdas diinyada
tarthsel erkekligin ve babaligin Katolik temsilinin ne kadar giivencesiz
olabilecegini gbzler 6niline sermektedir. Bu iki 6nemli 6znenin, yani Katoliklik ve
dini telkinlerle giic kazanan siddete yatkin babasi arasinda, McGahern iktidar
iligkilerinin kadinlar lehine degistirilebilecegi alternatif bir alem arar.

Erkek bir yazar olarak John McGahern, bir yandan ¢agdas irlanda’da
kendini yeniden konumlandirma olasiligina kafa yorarken, diger yandan
kadinlarin toplumda esit haklar kazanma potansiyelini kurgusal metinlerinde
masaya vatirir. Ozellikle Amongst Women romani, erkeklerin hakimiyetine
meydan okumaya ve muhtemelen kendi istismarci babasindan 6¢ almak i¢in
sembolik bir ara¢ olarak zayiflamis Moran’in merkeze alindig1 bir anlat1 sunmaya
cabalar. Roman neredeyse basladig1 yerde biter. Her iki u¢ da kadinlar iktidar
devralmaya hazir goriiniirken, Moran’in ¢Okiisine parmak basar. Hikaye,
yaslanan aile reisinin o anki diiskiinltigiinii belirten igneleyici bir yorumla agilir:
“Zayifladik¢a, Moran kizlarindan korkmaya baslamisti” (McGahern, 1990: 1).
Adilesine, 6zellikle de kadinlara uzun siire zulmeden Moran, iirkek ve zavall1 bir
halde kalmistir. Yine de romanin sonuna dogru Moran’in kendiyle
hesaplasmasmna tanik olunabilir. Son gilinlerinde Moran, hasta yatagindan
kagmaya ve Greak Meadow’un arkasinda uzanan ¢ayirlarda dolagsmaya baslar:
“Simdi kagmak istiyordu; evden, odadan, iyilesmesi konusundaki israrlarindan,
hastaligindan kagmak” (1990: 178). Moran yaslandik¢a eril glicii her gecen giin
zayiflamaktadir. Yaydig1 korku ve nefret yerini hayal kirikligina birakir. Bir
yandan, etkili bir patriyark olarak ge¢misteki ‘sanli giinlerini’ 6zlemekte, Ote
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yandan, “[g]iven dolu bir hayatin ortasindayken ne kadar muazzam bir ihtisamin
pargasi oldugunu hig fark etmedigi” gercegini kabul etmektedir (McGahern, 1990:
179). Kademeli olarak Moran inang ve siiphe arasindaki belirsiz konumunu ortaya
koyar. Daha once belirtildigi gibi, dua etme konusundaki israr1 asla otantik bir
eylem olmamis; bir bakima iktidar ve tahakkiim kurma arzusuyla motive
edilmistir. Oliime yaklastigin1 hissettikce siiphesinin bir yansimasi olarak giinah
¢ikarmanin gegerliligi hakkinda Rose ile daha agik bir sekilde konusur:

‘Daha oliimden korkmayan bir rahiple tanismadim. Bunun ne
anlama geldigini dustniyorsun?’ dedi Rose’a. ‘Belki de bu
yuzden rahip oluyorlar.’ ‘Bunun onlara ne faydasi var?’
‘Cennetteki yerlerini bu sekilde garanti altina aliyorlar.” ‘O
zaman Olmekten korkmamalari gerekir.” ‘Sanirim herkes korkar.’
‘Eger vaaz ettikleri seye inansalardi, korkmamalar1 gerekirdi.
Kim biliyor ki zaten? Kimin umurunda? (McGahern, 1990: 179).

Moran’in giiciinii kaybetme konusundaki bariz hiisrant ve hayal kiriklig1
Olim doseginde agiga cikar: ““Neden dua etmiyorsunuz?’ diye sordugunda, sanki
yasaminin elinden kayip gittigini biliyormus gibidir” (McGahern,1990: 180). Rose
ve kizlar tespih cekmeye baslarlar; sira Maggie’ye geldiginde Moran son nefesini
verir. Moran’dan duyulan en son kelime olduk¢a manidardir: “Kes sesini!” (1990:
180). Liam Harte’a gore bu anlamli sahne, Kurtz-vari bir aydinlanmay1 temsil
etmektedir. Son nefesinde Moran, “kadinlarin otoriteyi devralmasinin, onun bu
kadar uzun siiredir basat retorik silah1 olan tespihin kontroliinii ele gecirmeleriyle
sembolize edilmesine” dayanamaz (Harte, 2014: 63). Moran’in cenazesinden
sonra Rose ve kizlar “mezarliktan yavasga ayrilirken her adimla gii¢ kazantyor
gibiydiler” (McGahern, 1990: 183). Bu sayede McGahern, Moran’in 6liminin
akabinde iktidarin kadinlarda olacagini ima ediyor olabilir, zira Great Meadow’da
zulmiiyle miistesna Moran’in yerini Rose ve kizlar1 alacaktir.

Siyasi baglamda Moran’in 6limi bir donemin sonunu simgeler. Amongst
Women Moran’in son giinleriyle basladigi ve 6limiinden kisa bir siire sonra bittigi
icin Eamonn Hughes, romanin ayni zamanda “irlanda’daki siyasi bir neslin
Olimi” tlzerine oldugunu iddia eder (2005: 151). Hughes ayrica Moran’in
acimasiz bir otoriteye sahip oldugu Great Meadow’un, irlanda’nin bir metonimisi
oldugunu; Moran’in yerini kizlarinin almasmin ve romanin basligindan son
sOzlerine kadar uzanan karmasik toplumsal cinsiyet iligkilerinin, neredeyse Mary
Robinson’m baskanligindaki 1990’lar irlanda’s1 i¢in kurgusal bir hazirlik oldugunu
savunmaktadir (Hughes, 2005: 151). Eamon de Valera'nin ¢agdisi, eril siyasetinin
ete kemige buriinmis hali olan Moran’in Oliimiinden sonra kadinlar iktidari
devralmaya  hazirdir; bu da Robinson’'un 1990 Aralik ayinda
Cumhurbaskanligi’na secilmesini ¢agristirmaktadir. Hikimetteki glic merkezinin
degismesi, geleneksel aile yapisinda kismi dahi olsa degisimleri tetikleyebilir ve
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kadinlarin uzun siiredir erkeklere atfedilen geleneksel rolleri iistlenmesine yol
acabilir. Benzer sekilde romanin son satirlarinda Sheila, ailesindeki erkekler

(943

hakkinda son bir yorum yapar: “‘Su erkeklere baksaniza. Bir grup kadina
benziyorlar. Firlama Michael’in Sean ve Mark’1 giildirme sekline bakilirsa, bir
danstan geliyorlar sanirsin’” (McGahern, 1990: 186). Sheila’nin son sozleri,
cagdas irlanda’da toplumsal cinsiyet iliskileri agisindan sosyal yapmin bir 6lciide

tyilestigini yansitmaktadir.
5. SONUC

irlanda Ozgiir Devleti'nin ilk yillarinda kirsal irlanda’ya bir bakis sunan,
biyiileyici bir roman olan Amongst Women erkekler, erkeklikler ve babalik
konularma dair genis bir yelpazede ele alinabilecek meseleleri irdeler. Hikdye
Moran ve tiim aile tiyelerinin karsilastig1 zorluklar etrafinda oriiliir. irlanda’nin
zamanla solmaya yuz tutan geleneklerini somutlastiran otoriter bir baba olarak
tasvir edilen Moran, iktidarini ailesi tizerinde acimasizca kullanmaya yeltenir.
Tium aileyi kontrol etmek i¢cin Katolik 6gretilerini ve siddetin farkli bigimlerini
eszamanli olarak aragsallastirir. Bu sirada her aile tliyesi babanin varsayilan
glctline direnmek i¢in kendine has yollar bulur. Bir yandan, Great Meadow’daki
kadinlar sessizligi ve feragati savunma ve direncin ince bicimleri olarak kullanirlar.
Ote yandan, baba ve ogullar1 arasindaki iliski oldukca belirgin bir ayrisma
icindedir. Moran’in mutlak otorite ve siddetle insa edilmis eril kimliginin temsili,
Michael ve Luke ile olan iliskisini karmasiklastirmaktadir. ilki babadan uygun
erkeklik tavirlarint miizakere edip elde ederken, ikincisi babasinin alanini
erkekligine bir tehdit olarak algiladigi i¢cin reddeder. Roman boyunca ataerkil
iktidarin dogustan gelen bir imtiyaz degil, manipiile edilebilen, donistiiriilebilen
ve degistirilebilen bir performans oldugu fark edilebilir. Ote yandan, yaz1 boyunca
Katolik kilisesinin ¢Okiisine iliskin olarak bahsedilen tartismalara es zamanli
olarak, irlanda i¢cin ‘Kelt Kaplani’ olarak adlandirilan 1960-1990 yillar1 arasindaki
donemin hemen ardindan yeni erkeklik insalar1 ortaya ¢ikmistir. Kelt Kaplani
dénemi, irlanda’nin ekonomik refaha ulasmaya basladigi ve basta geng nesil
olmak iizere bircok irlandali erkegin mobilize oldugu bir doniim noktasina isaret
eder. Kelt Kaplani dénemi sirasinda ve hemen sonrasinda, eskiden irlanda disinda
yasayan ¢ogu erkek, yeni yabanci yatirimlar ve is firsatlari sayesinde tersine gog
etmeye ve tarim dis1 islerde ¢alismaya baslamistir. BOylece, daha 6zglivenli ve
ekonomik ac¢idan bagimsiz bir erkek imaji yayginlasmis, geleneksel irlanda
erkekligi ile toprak arasindaki tarihsel bag kopmus ve ‘sert erkek’ ideali yavas
yavas silinmistir. Gen¢ neslin mobilizasyonu, is alanlarindaki yenilikler ve
mesleklerdeki cesitlilik, normatif toplumsal cinsiyet iliskilerinde benzeri
gorilmemis bir degisimi pekistirmistir; zira daha Once Kilise tarafindan
engellenen kadinlar tcretli islerde yer almaya baslamis, kamusal alanda daha
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goriiniir hale gelmis ve aile gelirine katkida bulunmuslardir. Ailelerdeki ¢ift gelir
geleneksel aile tipini doniistiirmiis ve geng erkekler, ister istemez, yeni, daha esnek
erkeklikler insa etmislerdir. Erkeklere ve erkekliklere dair tartismaya agilan yeni
tavirlar sadece irlanda gencligiyle smirli kalmamis, komsu iilkelerin kiiresellesme
ve neoliberal politikalartyla da yakindan iligkilidir. Nihayetinde, Amongst Women,
ataerkil iktidarin performatif dogasina ve direnis ile igdis edilip meydan
okunabilecegi fikrine 151k tutmaktadir. Bu nedenle roman, ‘Bliyiik Ev Romani’
anlatisini altiist etmekte, irlanda’daki giinliikk hayatin basat belirleyicisi olarak
Katolik Kilisesi’nin azalan giicinli yansitmakta ve yazarin c¢aresizce aradigi
merhum babayla uzlagma araci olarak islev gormektedir.
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ASIMETRIK BiR SIYASAL ALAN VE BiR ERKEKLIK
ASIMETRIiSi OLARAK DEFINECILIK

TREASURE HUNTING AS AN ASYMMETRIC
POLITICAL FIELD AND AN ASYMMETRY OF
MASCULINITY

Osman OZARSLAN"

0z

Bu calismada, arkeoloji saf bir bilim olarak degil, kalkinma
projeleri ve ulus ingasinin tarih paradigmasi ile iligkili oldukc¢a
karmasik bir siire¢ olarak ele alinmakta, definecilik ise basitge
kriminal bir faaliyet olarak degil, androsentrik bir alan olarak
erkekligin diger bicimleri ile iliskili olarak analiz edilmeye
calisiimaktadir. Bu baglamda, siyasal alanin ve ‘Devlet
Adamlarr’nin toprak iizerindeki egemenlik kurma bigcimleri ile
definecilerin bu hegemonya miicadelesine ortak olmak igin
gelistirdikleri folklorik ve okiilt pratikler, erkekligin diger
bicimleri ile iligkili olarak ele alinmaktadir. Bu iligki icerisinde
“Devlet Adami1”’ ve defineci, asimetrik olarak birbiriyle iliskili
olarak degerlendirilmekte ve bu iliskinin izleri mito-poetik,
maceraci erkeklik arketipleri araciligiyla analiz edilmektedir.
Calisma, defineciligi kapitalist krizler, patriyarkal toplumsal
yap1 ve erkeklik krizinin kesisiminde olusan telafi edici bir
hegemonya pratigi olarak analiz etmektedir. Boylece, hem
ulus-devletin ge¢misi sahiplenme ve yonetme bicimleri hem de
definecinin alternatif tarih ve miilkiyet iddiasi, ayn1

androsentrik sembolik diizenin farkli 6l¢eklerdeki tezahiirleri
olarak okunmaktadir. Bu baglamda calisma, siyaset ve erkeklik
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literatiiriinde ihmal edilmis bir kesigsim alanini goriiniir kilmay1
amaclamaktadir. Bu ¢alisma niteliksel bir saha ¢aligmasidir ve
yazarin, Burdur-Antalya illerinde yapmis oldugu saha
calismalarinin etnografik verilerine dayanmastir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Erkeklik, Androsentrizm, Definecilik,
Arkeoloji, Devlet Adami.

ABSTRACT

This study approaches archaeology not as a purely scientific
discipline, but as a highly complex process linked to
development projects and the historical paradigm of nation-
building. Treasure hunting is analysed not simply as a criminal
activity, but as a homo-social and androcentric field related to
other forms of masculinity. In this context, the forms of
sovereignty established by the political sphere and
“Statesmen” over the land, and the folkloric and occult
practices developed by treasure hunters to participate in this
hegemonic struggle, are examined in relation to other forms of
masculinity. Within this relationship, the ‘Statesman’ and the
treasure hunter are evaluated as asymmetrically related to each
other, and the traces of this relationship are analysed through
mythopoetic, adventurous masculinity archetypes. The study
analyses treasure hunting as a compensatory hegemonic
practice emerging at the intersection of capitalist crises,
patriarchal social structures, and a broader crisis of
masculinity. In doing so, both the nation-state’s modes of
appropriating and governing the past and the treasure hunter’s
claims to alternative histories and property are interpreted as
manifestations of the same androcentric symbolic order
operating at different scales. Within this framework, the study
seeks to render visible an overlooked intersectional field
within the literature on politics and masculinity This study is a
qualitative fieldwork study based on the ethnographic data
from the author's fieldwork in the provinces of Burdur and
Antalya.

Keywords: Masculinity, Androcentrism, Looting,
Archaeology, Statesmen.
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GIRIS

Tarihsel ge¢misi ve arkeolojik kalintilar1 olan pek ¢ok tilkede oldugu gibi,
Tirkiye’de de definecilik faaliyeti Osmanli dénemi (Tiryaki ve Tagsbas, 2025;
Kocaoglu, 2021) ve 6ncesinde de hep olageldi. Ne var ki, Tirkiye’nin 12 Eyliil
1980 Darbesinden itibaren derinlesen yapisal siyasi-iktisadi krizlerinin tizerine
binen, yakin donemin bolgesel krizleri (Ortadogu’daki ¢atismalar, Suriye i¢ savast
ve gO¢ dalgasi, Tirkiye'nin 10 sehrini yikan 6 Subat depremi), global krizleri
(Rusya’nin Ukrayna’y1r isgal etmesi, COVID-19 vb.), tim bunlara eslik eden
Tirkiye orta siifinin tasfiye edilmesi ve yoksullugun derinlesmesine sebep olan
siyasi rejim ve iktisadi program, Ozellikle tasrada ya da kentlerin metruk
bolgelerinde yasayan yoksul insanlarin, definecilik benzeri illegal aktivitelere
yOnelmesine sebep olmaktadir.

Definecilik alanindaki bu genisleme adliye kayitlarina ve giivenlik gii¢clerinin
operasyonlarma yansimig, ayni zamanda geleneksel-dijital mecralarda,
sinemalarda ve dizilerde bu konu pek ¢ok bakimdan ele alinmistir. Bu
goruntrliikkle birlikte, diinyada zaten uzunca sayilabilecek bir dénemden beri
ortaya ¢cikmis olan arkeoloji, definecilik, kagakeilik konularina iliskin kiilliyat
(Meyer, 1973; Collin, 1993; Borodkin, 1995; Brodie vd., 2000; Brodie vd., 2001;
Brodie ve Renfrew, 2005; Shyllon, 2007; Fisman ve Wei, 2009; Barker, 2018)
Tirkiye’de de gelismeye baslamis (Berkok, 1990) ve definecilik meselesi pek ¢ok
acidan, akademik calismanin konusu haline gelmistir (Rosa ve Acar 1995,
Karaduman, 2007; Oziisen ve Beceren, 2019).

Definecilik ile ilgili en biiytik basliklardan birisi siiphesiz defineciligin giincel
ve tarihsel boyutlari, bu boyutlar baglaminda uluslararast kagak¢ilik (Yates ve
Brodie, 2023) ve iade siireglerinin hukuki diplomatik boyutlar1 (Falkoff, 2008;
Collado, 2014; Mahoney, 2019) defineciligin yarattig1 tahribatin boyutlaridir
(Oziisen ve Beceren, 2019; Efe ve Akkus, 2016).

Tirkiye’'nin arkeolojik zenginligine mukabil, yillarca talan edilmis bir
cografya olmasindan kaynakli olarak, gelismis olan bir baska akademik baslik da
sosyal bilimler ile hukukun kesisim kiimesinde, yasal diizenlemeler ve koruma
politikalarina iligkin arastirmalar ve ¢alismalardir. Ge¢ Osmanli’da ¢ikartilmis
olan Asar-1 Atika yonetmeliginden giintimiize (Mumcu, 1969; Temelkuran 1973;
Cal, 1997; Hitzel 2015) Kiltiir ve Tabiat Varliklarinin Korunmasi Kanunu’'na
(KTVKK) kadar gegen kiiltiir ve tarih eserlerinin korunmasina iliskin ¢aligmalar
bu kapsamdadir (Efrat, 2016; Akkus ve Efe, 2016; Caliskan 2023). Bu alanda
karsilasilan zorluklar yalnizca kagak kazilar ve izinsiz arama faaliyetleri degil, kaz1
faaliyetlerinin izinli oldugu durumlarda da pek ¢ok gerilimin ortaya ¢ikabildigine
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de isaret eder (Stimer, 2022). Kiltiirel varliklarin korunmasina iliskin farkindalik
arttirma ve koruma stratejilerinin ¢esitlendirilmesi (Tanaka, 2015; EGM, 2014;
Efe ve Akkus, 2016; Sari6z, 2018) saha raporlar1 ve medya ¢alismalarinda
bildirilen tahribat ve medyada yer alan vaka haberleri (Akis, 2022) de bu
literatiiriin dogal pargasi olarak goriilebilir.

Bu c¢alismalardaki 6nemli bir baska baslik da defineciligin sosyo-kiiltiirel
boyutlart ve geleneksel-folklorik anlatilarin yarattig: ritiieller (Karatas, 2021) ve
kimlik/aidiyet bi¢imlerinin definecilik ile iliskileri tizerinedir (Karatas, 2021).
Tim bu iliskilenme igerisinde, yerel masallar, efsaneler, sdylenceler ve yerel
manevi bolgeler (Ozarslan, 2023) ve kisiler son derece énemli bir yerde durur.
Boylelikle, define avciligi, sosyal dislanma, ekonomik yoksunluk ve ge¢misle
aidiyet' yoksunlugu c¢ekenler bakimindan, kiltiir-kimlik-koken kurucu bir islev
olarak da 6nemlidir (Alderman, 2012; Hart ve Chilton, 2014) ki 6zellikle, yeni
dijital mecralar ve sosyal medya platformlar1 araciligiyla kurulan dijital cemaatler
(Votey, 2022; Ozarslan, 2023), 6zellikle aidiyet ve gecmis yoksunlugunun ikame
edilmesi anlaminda da son derece islevlidir.

Dolayistyla, definecilik iizerine yapilmis olan c¢alismalar, arkeolojik ve
kiltirel varliklarin  tahribati, bunlarin  ¢ogunlukla global aglar igin
piyasalastirilmasi, yerel sdylenceler ile mitolojinin bir tiir folklorik aidiyet olarak
defineci kimliginin yaratilmasi, kiiltiir ve tabiat varliklarinin korunmasina iliskin
birtakim stratejiler tizerinedir (Asgari, 2006; Akkus, 2009).

Ote yandan, bu calismanin asil konusu, erkekligin bir dolayimi olarak
definecilik meselesine gelirsek; definecilik ve erkeklik arasindaki iliski hem
Tirkiye’de hem de uluslararasi literatiirde degini diizeyinde (bir maceracilik
bigimi olarak definecilik) (Silberman, 2019: 27, Vandenberg, 2007: 313, 318)
kalmistir. Ote yandan hem feminist elestirinin hem de elestirel erkeklik
calismalariin en 6nemli yiginaklarindan birisi, siyaset ve erkeklik arasindaki iliski

! Aidiyet meselesiyle ilgili, Antalya-Korkuteli’ne bagli Osmankalfalar koytinde yasadigim tuhaf bir
olay1 bilhassa zikretmek istiyorum. Tamamen tesadiifen Osmankalfalar kdyiinden ge¢mekte iken,
koy meydanindaki koy ¢cesmesinin antik malzemeden devsirilerek yapilmis (iki tane fallusun
uzerine devsirme olarak yerlestirilmis olan bir yas sahnesinin arasindan ¢ikan mika bir valf)
basliginin kitchligini goriince, resmetmek istedim, kdy kahvesindeki koyliiler, ‘fotograf cekmenin
yasak oldugu’ iddiastyla fotograf cekmeme izin vermek istemediler ve ben fotograf cekmekte 1srar
edince aramizdaki miinakasa bir kavgaya doniismek tizereyken, ailemi taniyan bir bagka koyli
tarafindan ‘bu onlardan degil, kdyiimiiziin ¢cocugu sayilir’ denilerek kurtarildim. ‘Onlar’ dedigi ise,
bu falluslar1 ve yas sahnesi olan steli ElImali miizesinin envanterine eklemeye ¢alisan arkeologlar
ve miize ¢alisanlartymis. Bu olaydan sonra arastirinca gordim ki, benim fotograf ¢ekme
girisimimden kisa bir siire dnce, kdy kimligi ve aidiyeti i¢in biyiik 6nem atfedilen bu ¢esmenin
gotirilmemesi i¢in, koyliiler ve Elmali Mizesi arasinda biiyiik olaylar ¢ikmis ve koyliler de beni
envanter ¢aligmasit yapan miizeci/arkeologlardan birisi oldugumu distinmisgler.
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uizerine olmakla birlikte, siyasal erkeklik (Devlet Adamligi) ile definecilik tizerine
herhangi bir ¢alisma yapilmamis gérinmektedir.

Dolayisiyla bu ¢aligma en genel anlamiyla, simdiye kadar akademik olarak
tevecciih gérmemis olan, siyaset ve erkeklik iligkisinin kesisim kiimesi olarak
definecilik meselesine odaklanmaya c¢alisacaktir. Bu kesisim kiimesindeki temel
unsurlar ise sunlardir: 1) siyasal egemenligin ve erkekligin sembolik alanlarini
belirleyen kazma hakki; arkeolojiye karsi alternatif bir tarih, mitolojiye karsi
alternatif bir folklor kurmaya ¢alisan defineci erkegin hegemonya miicadelesi; 2)
erkeklik ve siyaseti birbirine baglayan androsentrik mito-poetik maceraciligin bir
yansimasi olarak defineci erkek; 3) kapitalizm, patriyarka, siyasal krizler ve
erkeklik krizinin bir kesisim kiimesi olarak defineci erkek.

1. YONTEM

Bu c¢alisma niteliksel saha ¢alismalari, katidlimci goézlem ve etnografik
calisma araciligiyla mimkiin olabilmistir. Bu saha c¢alismalarinin ilki 2020 ve
2024 yillar1 arasinda Akdeniz Universitesi Arkeoloji Boliimii iiyesi Gokhan
Tiryaki'nin bagkanliginda Antalya-Elmali bolgesinde dort yil boyunca yuriitilen
ylizey arastirmasidir. Bu yilizey arastirmalarinda, arastirma ekibinde sosyolog
olarak gorevim, bolge halkinin definecilik pratiklerine iliskin bir Oriinti
olusturmaya c¢alismakti. Bu amagla, Antalya-Elmali civarinda kagak kazilar
yapmis olan 8 kisi ile, bir sirket tarafindan yuritilen yasal kazi ¢alismasina
bakanlig1 temsilen katilmis 1 yetkili ile derinlemesine miilakatlar yaptim. ikinci
‘saha calismast’ 1se yonetmen Mustafa Emin Biyiikcoskun ile birlikte 2020’den
beri definecilikten en az bir kez gozaltina alinmis insanlar tizerine hazirlamakta
oldugumuz docu-drama c¢alismasi. Mustafa Emin Biyiikcoskun ile yaptigimiz
calisma ise Burdur-Golhisar merkezli bir ¢alisma ve bu ¢alisma esnasinda da 11
kacak kazici ve bakir ¢ubuk ile mezar ve bosluk bulan 1 kisi ile derinlemesine
miilakatlar yaptik. Bu saha ¢alismalarina ek olarak, 2010 yilindan beri bir arkeolog
ile evliyim ve esimin dahil oldugu ekibin Burdur-Goélhisar’da Kbyra antik kentinde
yurtiitmekte oldugu kazi faaliyetleri, beni yorede kacak kazi yapan pek ¢ok
definecinin tekliflerine maruz biraktig1 i¢in, bu baglamda pek ¢ok enformel
goriismenin de muhatab1 olmak durumunda kaldim. Elmali1 ve Go6lhisar’da formel
olarak 21 kisi ile gergceklestirmis oldugumuz miilakatlarin en kisas1 27 dakika en
uzunu da 2 saat 17 dakikadir.

Katilimcilara yOnelttigimiz bes sosyodemografik ve 10 acgik uglu sorumuz
araciligiyla yari-yapilandirilmis milakatlar yaptik. Sordugumuz sorular ise
temelde yedi noktay1 anlamaya dontiiktiir:

1) Defineci sosyo-demografik olarak kimdir (sinif, gelir, egitim durumu vb.)
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2) Define arayan kisinin motivasyonu nedir ve bu motivasyon paradan
bagka bir sey olabilir mi?

3) Definecilik bir tiir bagimlilik olabilir mi?

4) Definecinin tarih, toplum, arazi ve cografya ile nasil bir iliskisi vardir?

5) Definecinin nasil bir tahayytl diinyasi vardir ve araziyi, isaretleri nasil
okur, nasil anlamlandirir?

6) Defineyi arama/bulma siirecinde tarih, mitoloji, din, folklor nasil bir
isleve sahiptir?

7) Defineciligi engellemek ve kiltiirel varliklar1 korumak igin toplum
bilimlerin yapabilecegi bir sey var midir?

Tim bu saha pratiklerini hem katilimci gézlem hem etnografi olarak
degerlendiriyorum, ayrica uzun yillardir takip ettigim, definecilere ait sosyal
medya gruplarin1 ve izledigim YouTube yaymlarin1 da gene bu etnografi
cercevesinde degerlendiriyorum.

2. MEKANSAL DENETIMIN ANATOMISi: DEVLETIN EGEMENLIK
ALANI OLARAK TOPRAGIN iSLEVLERI

19. Yiizyilin erken ulus devletleri ve 20. Yizyilmn 1.dlinya savast sonrasi
kurulan imparatorluk bakiyesi devletleri ve onlar1 etkileyen milliyet¢i egilimler
arkeolojiye ¢ok dnem verdiler. Dolayisiyla arkeoloji saf bir bilim olarak degil, ulus
insa eden tarihsel kaliplarin payandasi olarak (Pulhan, 2001), kurucu tarihsel
O0znenin muhayyel cemaatinin (Anderson, 1983) 6zelliklerini parlatacak sekilde
(ve maalesef ¢ok az sosyal bilimcinin radarina girecek sekilde) kullanildi ve imar-
1skan, kalkinma, folklor, miifredat diger seylerle birlikte el ele hem gelenek hem
de tarih icat edildi (Hobsbawm ve Ranger, 1983). Boylelikle, topragin ne zaman,
hangi amagla (imar-iskdn, kalkinma, arkeoloji) ve kultiir-tarih, verimlilik,
kalkinma, tarim, endiistri, folklor gibi amaglarin hangisine matuf kullanilacagi en
basindan itibaren merkezi otorite tarafindan belirlendi. Ozellikle 6ren yerleri,
arkeolojik sit alanlar1 tarih, kiltiir, sanat gibi sdylemlerle dokunulmaz kilinmaya
calisilsa da agma/a¢gmama Onceliginin belirlenmesinde, en temel dncelikler hi¢bir
zaman bunlar olmadi. Bu oOnceliklerin belirlenmesinde, ulus kurucu tarih

paradigmasi ile uyum, biitce ve elbette imar iskdn ve kalkinma projeleri hep
oncelikli oldu (Mitchell, 2002).

Dolayistyla, arkeoloji (ve define), kiltiir, sanat ve antropoloji ile yakin
alakal1 gibi goriinse de aslinda o tiimiiyle ulus devlet kurgusundaki, kalkinma ve
imar/iskdn projelerinin tanrisal bakisla gorimiiniin (Scott, 1998), tarihsel
paradigma bakimindan lineer projeksiyonudur. Bu lineer projeksiyon, hem ulus
devletin tarihsel ufkunu bir yoriingeye oturtan hem de bugiiniinii gelecege tasiyan
bir ufuk olarak, son derece iliskisel bir hegemonya alanidir. Bu bakimdan, devletin
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mekansal egemenligi, soyut bir otorite iddiasindan ziyade; topragin ve niifusun
(Foucault, 2007) fiziksel olarak topografik (Schmitt, 2003) kentlesme (Harvey,
2001) ve peyzaj (Benjamin, 2006) dizenlenmesi, Ol¢ilmesi ve “okunabilir”
(legible) (Scott, 1988; Mitchell, 2002) hale getirilmesiyle insa edilen somut bir,
imar, iskan, baymdirlik ve denetim siirecidir. Modern devlet i¢in egemenlik,
karmasik ve “kaotik” goriinen yerel gercekliklerin, merkezi otoritenin yukardan
bakisiyla standartlagtirilmis bir grid (1zgara) (Scott, 1988; Mitchell, 2002)
sistemine hapsedilmesidir.

Scott’un tanrisal bakist ve lineer tarihsel projeksiyon yaklasimi iizerinden
devam edersek, arkeoloji, kaz1 ve bunlarin sergilenmesi, bir kisminin arsivlerde
saklanmast ya da gomili birakilmasindan 6nce, devletin hegemonik sinirlar
tarihsel paradigma (ulus ve Otekiler) ile simdinin kalkinma projeleri (topragi nasil
kullanmali) arasinda bir ¢atismanin esliginde tesfiye edilir ve Scott’un dedigi gibi
‘okunabilir’ hale getirilir. Devlet, toprag: ve tizerindeki niifusu yonetilebilir birer
nesneye dontistirmek icin imar, iskan politikalarini kullanir. Bu yontemle, araziye
tepeden kartografik olarak bakar ve bu bakisin ilmihali olarak 1zgara plan
haritalar1 ortaya koyar. Harita, devlet i¢cin sadece bir tasvir degil, mekani
egemenlik altina alma?® eylemidir. Harley ve Woodward’a (1987) gore haritalar,
devletin otoritesini kurdugu uzmanlasmis bir grafik dil ve iletisim aracidir.
Timothy Mitchell (2002), Misir 6rneginde kadastro haritalarinin milkiyeti ve
vergi yukimliligint belirleyerek mekan1 “kagit iizerinde bir manzara” (paper
landscape) haline getirdigini vurgular. Bu siliregte toprak, karmasik yerel
gecmisinden koparilarak devletin Olgebildigi ve miilkiyet altina alabildigi bir
hesaplama birimine dontisir (Mitchell, 2002). Bu, topragin devletin mantigina
gore yeniden “imar” edilmesidir. Bu imar politikalarini iskan politikalar1 takip
eder. Devlet egemenligi, hareketli olan1 sevmez; bu nedenle iskdn (yerlesiklik)
politikalariyla niifusu sabitler ve numaralandirir (Scott, 1998). Dolayistyla, ulus
devlet projesi bir devlet paradigmasi ile birlikte ama ona eslik eden kalkinma —
guvenlik sOylemiyle birlikte, iskan, imar, peyzaj, lojistik gibi meselelerin
¢Oziilmesiyle birlikte ilerler. Bu donem, tesfiye ve kartografi donemidir. Bu
doénemde toprak haritalandirilir, bolgelerin islevleri, topragin dnceligi belirlenir ve

2 Bu anlamda, Mitchell (2002) Misir’1 érnek gosterir. Britanya, Misir'1 isgal ettiginde ilk is olarak
her metrekarenin sahibini ve vergisini belirlemek i¢in “biiyiik arazi haritasini” (cadastral survey)
cikarmustir ve bu harita sadece bir ¢izim degil, mulkiyeti ve dolayisiyla devlete olan borcu (vergi)
belirleyen bir egemenlik belgesidir.
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sonrasinda olduk¢a algoritmik®  bir sekilde ulus devlete, Eurosentirik*
paradigmay1 destekleyen, turizmi canlandirma potansiyeli olan, siyasi iktidarin
Oncelikleri ile uyumlu vb. arkeolojik alanlar, titizlikle harita tizerinde isaretlenir.

Bu imar-iskan, planlama, haritalama siirecini Timothy Mitchel’in ‘hukuki
gomme’ dedigi benim genel olarak gomiilii birakma olarak adlandiracagim siire¢
takip eder ya da iki siire¢ birlikte ilerler. Mitchell’a (2002) gére modern miilkiyet
hukuku, topragin eski sahiplerini, yerel miicadelelerini ve siddet dolu ge¢misini
“gdmer”. Kanun, miilkiyeti tertemiz bir baslangi¢ olarak sunar; béylece topragin
altindaki gergek tarih, devletin resmi kayitlar altinda gérinmez kilinir.

Ote yandan, gomiilii birakma kadar gommenin kendisi de zaten hegemonya
miicadelesinin bir parcasidir. Ornegin, terracota askerlerin gdmiilmesi,
firavunlarin gémiilmesi, imparatorlarin gémiilmesi, bizzat siradan insanlarin
gomiilme bicimleri ve yanlarinda birakilan objelerin tamami, topragin altinda
sessizce biiyliyen ve belirli bir noktada hegemonya miicadelesine dontisecek olan
gelecek muhayyilesinin sessiz ¢ekirdekleridir. Bu anlamiyla, Krzysztof Pomian
(1990), nesnelerin mezarlara veya kutsal alanlara gomiilmesini, onlar1 ekonomik
dolagimdan ¢ekip “anlam tastyicis1” (semiophore) haline getirme siireci olarak
tanimlar. Devlet veya egemen gii¢, bu nesneleri gdmiili tutarak veya sergileyerek
goriiniir ve gérinmez diinya arasindaki bagi denetler (Pomian, 1990). Gomiilii
tutma ve agma stireci bu anlamiyla 6nemlidir.

Dolayistyla arkeolojik alanin ve arkeolojik olanin belirlenmesi, buralarin
acilmasi siireci ve bunlarin sergilenmesi, gegmisin ve gelecegin giig-iktidar iliskileri

3 Kalkinma, tarih-ulus paradigmasi, kentlesme, turizm gibi pek ¢ok degisken tarafindan
olusturulan bu algoritmanin Tirkiye’de oldukca karmasik ve cetrefil bir tarihi vardir, tartismayi
uzatmadan anlasilir olmak adina birka¢ 6rnek verilebilir; 6rnegin Adnan Menderes déneminde
istanbul Vatan caddesi a¢ilirken, 100 civarinda tarihi yap1 yikilmistir; diinyanin en énemli neolitik
yerlesim yerlerinden birisi olarak kabul edilen Hasankeyf’in antik diinyadan giiniimiize uzanan
biitin katmanlar1 baraj yapilarak suyun altinda birakidmistir ve arkeolojik kazi alanlari
Canakkale’den Urfa’ya dogru Tirkiye'nin bat1 ve giiney smirlarinda yogunlasir ki bu yogunlasma
hem Eurosentrik tarih paradigmast hem de 80’lerden sonra gelisen turistik kalkinma sdylemiyle
uyumludur; Karadeniz, Dogu ve Giineydogu ise Tiirkiye’nin gene tarih paradigmas: ¢ergevesinde
topragin altinda gomilii kalmas: gereken yerlerdir ve buralar definecilik faaliyetlerinin daha
yogunlastig1 yerlerdir.

4 Eurosentrizm, Ronesans sonrasi donemde ortaya ¢ikan, sanat, siyaset, sosyal bilimler basta
olmak tizere biitiin disiplinleri kusatan, kiltliri ve medeniyeti Avrupa merkezli olarak agiklayan
bir paradigmadir. Eurosentrizimin ortaya ¢ikmasinda, Johann Joachim Winckelmann (1717-
1768)’1n arkeoloji ve sanat tarihi iizerine yapmis oldugu c¢alismalar énemlidir. Winckelmann’a
gore, Avrupa medeniyetinin kokeni Yunan ve takiben Roma medeniyetidir ve aslinda hiimanizm
dedigimiz sey biiyiik oranda Antik Yunan kiltiirii tarafindan yaratilmistir ve diger kiltiirler bu
kiltiriin 6nemsiz miisterekleri ya da taklit¢ileridir. Sonradan PhilHelenizm olarak bilinecek olan
bu disiince ile tarih ve medeniyet Antik Yunan diinyasinda baslar, Ronesans Avrupasi da bu
medeniyetin dogal miras¢ilaridir. Boylelikle Avrupa bir kiltiir-medeniyet merkezi olmanin
oOtesinde, hiyerarsik olarak digerlerinin iistiinde, emperyal bir pozisyona yerlesmeyi ‘hak eder’.
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sOylemi ve onun temsiliyetleri ile uyumlu hale getirilmesi olarak, hegemonya
savasinin bir pargast haline gelir. A¢ma veya kazi eylemi, Nadia Abu El-Haj'a
(2001) gore sadece bir kesif degil, topraga bir midahaledir (intervention). Devlet,
arkeoloji araciligiyla topragin derinliklerinden maddi kanit dretir ve “ulusal
gercekleri” ¢ikartir. Bu sayede soyut ulusal iddialar, topragin altindan ¢ikan
nesnelerle “maddi birer gerceklige” zamansal ve mekansal sahiplige dontsiir (El-
Haj, 2001: 13). Ulusal miras ilani, bir nesneyi sadece bir “buluntu” olmaktan
¢ikarip, onu modern ulusun “kékii” haline getirir (EI-Haj, 2001: 23). Bu nesneler
“anlam metonimleri” (EI-Haj, 2001: 247) olarak islev goriir; yani topraktan ¢ikan
bir parga, o topragin kime ait oldugunun (egemenligin) maddi senedi haline gelir.
Schnapp’te (1996) benzer bir yerden devam eder ve her kazi eyleminin 6ziinde bir
imha oldugunu belirtir. Ona gore toprak, biz sayfalarini g¢evirdikge (yani
katmanlar1 kazdikga) icerigi silinen bir kitap gibidir; bu nedenle kazi siireci hem
bir hatirlama hem de bir yok etme eylemidir. Schnapp’e gore, toprak, sayfalari
okundukg¢a yok olan bir kitap gibidir (Schnapp, 1996). Burada egemenlik, kimin
“acma” yetkisine sahip olduguyla ilgilidir. Arkeologlar, bu metni (topragi) dogru
okumay1 bilen tek megru gii¢ olarak tanimlanirken; definecilerin veya yerel halkin
bu “kitab1” karistirmasi, metni anlamadan “yirtmak” veya “tahrip etmek” olarak
nitelendirir. Devletin uzmanlar eliyle yaptig1 kazi “bilim ve medeniyet” iken,
yerel halkin topraga dokunmasi “yagmacilik veya definecilik” olarak su¢ sayilir
(Mitchell, 2002).

Dolayisiyla, definecilik elbette takdir ve tesvik edilecek bir sey olmamakla
birlikte, benim burada vurgulamaya calistigim sey, devletin egemenlik alanlari
icinde de saf bilim olarak, tarih/arkeolojinin miimkiin olmamasi, arkeoloji ve
tarih biliminin bir yOniiyle taxonomik diger yoniiyle de taxidermik® olmasidir.
Ulus anlatis1 ve kalkinma projeleri ile uyumlu olan arkeolojik yerler ve objeler
acilip sergilenmeyi hak ederken, benzer bir uygulama yerel halk inanislarina da
uygulanir. Ulus devlet anlatisi ile uyumlu olan, modernist anlat1 ile uyumlu olan
halk inanislari folklorik olarak merkeze tasinir geri kalanlar diizenli olarak
1skartaya ¢ikartilir. Scott’un referans verdigi gibi bir yaniyla metis vs. techne (Scott,
1998: 321, 322) tartismalarina da génderme yapan bu gerilim, asil olarak modern
egemenlik kurumlarinin ve onun aurasinin bir yoniiyle Eurosentrik ama konumuz
baglamiyla androsentrik bir sekilde spekiile edilmesiyle yakindan alakalidir. Zira
modern diinyanin biitliin degerler, kurumlar ve kavramlar diinyasi son derece

5> Devlet ve hegemonik siniflarin hatta belki, devletlerin zaman igerisinde yaptig1 uygulamalar
definecilerinkiler ile yarisabilir: Ornegin, Vatan Caddesi acilirken yikilan tarihi binalar, ya da
Hasankeyf baraj1 i¢in sular altinda birakilan tarihi katmanlar, 1. ve 2. Dilinya savaslarinda yapilan
miize soygunlari, Irak ve Suriye’nin ardindan yasanan arkeolojik talan vb.
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spekiilatiftir; siyasal alani yoneten ‘Devlet Adami®nm, bir defineciden farkli
olarak kendi riiyalarini, hurafelerini ve 6nyargilarini bir gergeklik merkezi haline
getirebilecek, mesru siddet aygitlari, iktisadi sistemi ve tiim bunlar1 arkalayan
kurumlar dispozitifi vardir. isin Oziine indigimizde, hala etkileri siiren {istiin
irk/ulus etrafinda sekillenen ulus devlet ve onun kahramanlari anlatisi ile
definecinin riiyalar1 ve cinci muskacilar1 arasinda ¢ok bir fark yoktur. Olgekleri
farkli olmakla birlikte ikisi de gegmisi ve gelecegi spekiile eder fakat ikisinin de
ortak bir yani vardir. Ulus devlet, onun kurumlari, tarihi ve arkeolojisi
androsentrik bir paradigmanin etrafinda bir ‘mannerbund tarafindan insa
edilmistir; defineci ‘mannerbund’u ise ulus devletin riiyasinin i¢inde bir bagka riiya
gormeye ¢alisan bir baska erkekler toplulugudur hepsi bu. Dolayistyla arkeoloji ile
defineciligin arasindaki sinir, epistemolojik olmaktan ziyade, egemenligin ve
mesruiyetin sinirlaridir. Arkeoloji ve definecilik arasindaki sinir, egemenligin
mesruiyet siiridir. Ozetle; harita planlar, iskdn yerlestirir, imar sekillendirir,
gdmme unutturur ve agma devletin istedigi sekilde hatirlatir. Bu dongiide topraga
dokunmak, kimin hegemon 6zne oldugunu belirleyen temel egemenlik siniridir ve
defineciler kendi metisi, kendi folklorik ethosu ile bu sinir1 ihlal etmek isteyen,
alternatif bir ‘mannerbund’dur. Hatta bu ‘mannerbund’un mensuplari
milakatlarimizda siklikla ‘biz de biliyoruz’ ‘biz de buluyoruz’ ‘deviet zaten bizim
buldugumuz yerlere el koymaktan baska ne yapryor ki’ diyerek, bu catismanin hem
epistemolojik hem de yasal taraflarina isaret ettiler.

3. SiYASIi BiR ASIMETRi OLARAK DEFINECILIiK

Arkeoloji denilen disiplini hegemonik bir ¢atisma alani olarak tarif ettikten
sonra, definecilik denilen seyin bu ¢alisma boyunca ne anlama gelecegini biraz
daha sarihlestirmek gerekiyor. Bu ¢alismada definecilik, folklor ve mitolojinin i¢
ige gectigl marjinal ve kriminal bir faaliyet bi¢iminin 6tesinde, enformel emek
rejimleri, kiltiirel nesnelerin dolasim bigcimleri ve siyasal diizenlemelerdeki kor
noktalarin yerel ve kiiresel aktorler tarafindan istismar edilmesine iliskin ¢ok
katmanli bir toplumsal olgu olarak goriilmektedir. Bilindigi lizere, enformel
ekonomi, devletin diizenlemelerine tabi olmayan ama piyasa iliskilerinin iginde
kendisine 6zgii bir yer edinmis olan {iretim emek ve dolasim bigimlerini ifade eder
(De Soto, 2001). Definecilik de bu anlamz1yla, hukuki ve etik baglamda muglak bir

6 Burada yasama, yliriitme ve yargi erklerinin icinde bulunabilen, devlet aygitina bir sekilde erisimi
olan ve yasa ile belirlenmis alanlarda operasyon yapabilen erkek aktorlerin tamamui i¢in ‘Devlet
Adamr?’ tabirini kullaniyorum. Devlet Adami Ornegin, secilmis muhtarlari, meclis tyelerini,
milletvekillerini; atanmis miistesarlari, teknokratlari, akademisyenleri ve gbrece otonom kurumlar
olan Mimarlar Odasi, Sanayiciler Odas: gibi mesleki birliklerini de kapsayacak sekilde, bilhassa
homososyal bir ¢ikar ortaklig1 tizerinden tanimliyorum.
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konumda yer alirken, yasallik ile mesruiyet, sug ile kiiltiirel degerler arasinda yer
alan gri alanda konumlanmaktadar.

James C. Scott’un (1998) “devletin gérmedigi” faaliyetler izerine gelistirdigi
kavramsal yaklasim, defineciligin toplum ve siyasetteki konumunu anlamak
bakimindan agiklayici olabilir. Scott (1998) modern devletin diizenlenebilir,
Ol¢tlebilir ve denetlenebilir alanlar1 gortntr kilarken; lokal, heterojen ve akiskan
pratiklerin ¢ogu zaman devletin diizenlemelerinin koér noktalarinda kaldigini
belirtir. Definecilik de miilkiyet, kiiltiirel miras ve emek rejimlerinin kesisiminde,
net ve tutarli bir sekilde diizenlenmemis bu lokal, heterojen, akiskan alanlarda
ortaya ¢ikar. Bu bakimdan definecilik, siyaset yoklugu ya da siyasal-hukuki
dizenlemelerin eksikliginden degil, siyasi yapilarin bilingli ya da bilingsiz olarak
bos biraktig1 kor noktalarda icra edilir.

Defineciligin pek ¢ok baglamda yerel siyasal aktorler, biirokratik aglar ve
gayriresmi hamilerle kurdugu iliskiler, bu faaliyetin siyasetten tamamen bagimsiz
olmadigim1 gostermektedir. Aksine definecilik, formel siyasal alanin disinda
konumlanmakla birlikte, onunla Ortiik ve siiregen bicimde i¢ ice ge¢mis bir
enformel ekonomi Ornegi olarak okunmalidir. Bu ortiikliik, defineciligin ¢ogu
zaman acgik siyasal ¢atismalardan uzak; ancak siyasal iktidar iliskileriyle stirekli
temas halinde olmasini miimkiin kilar.

Bu baglamda, definecilik 6zellikle siyasal diizenlemeler ile evrensel kiltiiriin
kiiresel dolasimi bakiminda 6nemlidir. Arjun Appadurai’nin (1986) “nesnelerin
toplumsal hayat1” yaklasimi, definecilik yoluyla ortaya cikarilan arkeolojik
nesnelerin yalnizca maddi degil; aynt zamanda sembolik ve politik degerler
tasidigini ortaya koyar. Bu nesneler, lokal degerlerinin ve anlamlarmin disinda,
uluslararas1 sanat piyasalari, miizayede evleri, koleksiyonlar ve miizelerin
envanterinde yeni yeni anlamlar edinir. Dolayisiyla, lokal ‘buluntu’ kiiresel
Olgekte, tarihsel, iktisadi olarak yeni degerler edinip metalasirken, o6zellikle
toplumsal elitlerin estetik zevklerinin sofistike hale getirilmesi ve sergilenmesinde
biiylik 6nem tasirlar.

Tam da bu noktada definecilik, UNESCO ve kuresel yapilarin
protokolleriyle kurumsallasan kiiltiirel mirasin korunmasi sdylemi ile kiiresel
sanat piyasalarinin spekiilatif deger liretme mekanizmalar1 arasinda sikisip kalir.
Lokalde su¢ olarak goriilen faaliyetler, kiiresel Olgekte birdenbire diplomatik
basari, prestij, insanligin evrensel mirast ve kiltiirel hegemonya/sermaye
Uretiminin bir pargast olarak, ¢ogunlukla takdir toplar. Boylece definecilik,
yalnizca yerel bir yasa ihlali degil; kiltiir, diplomasi ve kiiresel sermaye arasindaki
gerilimli iliskilerin somutlastig1 bir kesit sunar.
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Dolayisiyla definecilik faaliyeti, yeralti ekonomilerinden baglayarak, st
smiflarin ve toplumsal elitlerin begeni matrislerine kadar uzanan ¢ok katmanli bir
dolagim hattin1 takip eder. Bu dolasim hattinda hem spekiilatif sermaye beslenir
hem de hangi kiiltiirel degerin ‘kiiltiirel deger olabilecegi’ ve bu degerin kimler ve
hangi kurumlar tarafindan, nasil bir mesruiyetle sahiplenileceginin belirlenmesi,
siyasi kurumlar tarafindan ¢oziilmesi gereken meseleler olarak ortaya c¢ikar
(Merryman, 2005).

Defineciligin ¢ok katmanli yapisi igerisinde goriiniir olan bir baska veche de
tipk1 kapitalizm ve onun devlet adamlar1 tarafindan insa edilmis olan siyasal
diinyasinin, son derece patriyarkal ve androsentrik (erkek merkezli) olmasina
benzer bir sekilde, defineciligin de androsentrik bir alan olmasidir. Bilindigi izere
hem patriyarka hem de kapitalizm, tiretim iligkilerinin erkek egemen toplumsal
yapilarla i¢ ice gectigi; emek, milkiyet ve riskin cinsiyetli bicimde dagitildigi
sistemlerdir (Connell, 1995). Definecilik, bu yap1 igerisinde ¢ogunlukla erkekler
tarafindan icra edilen ve kadinlar1 buyiik Olgiide diglayan bir pratik olarak
sekillenir. Ornegin, benim karsilastigim, formel olarak miilakat yaptigim ve
informel olarak goriistiigim biitiin defineciler ve defineci gruplari erkeklerden
olusuyordu. Burada, defineciligin biiyiik oranda kas giiciine ve zor arazi sartlarina
dayanan emek-yogun bir faaliyet bicimi definecilik faaliyetinin erkek-homososal
alana donigmesine ‘makul’ bir agiklama olarak goriinebilir. Fakat bir defineci
ekibi, yalnizca kazicilardan olusmaz. Defineciligin okiiltizm tarafindaki karanlik
sanatlart icra eden lokal cinci-muskacilar ve alandaki antik izleri (heykeller,
rOlyefler vb.) ikonografi ve semiyografiyi ¢0ziimleyen veteranlarin da hepsi
erkektir. Bu veteranlar kimi zaman yalnizca okiiltist, yalnizca deneyimli defineci
olabilidigi gibi kimi zaman da hem okiiltist hem de deneyimli defineci ayni1 kisi
olabilir. Ama bir defineci ekibinin kurulus semasinda alandaki
semiyografi/ikonografinin maddi isaretlerini yorumlayacak bir veteran ve bunu
paranormal diinyanin bilinmezleri i¢in bilinebilirlik haline getirebilecek bir
okiiltist kadrosu mutlaka bulunur. Anadolu’da hem giincel hem de tarihsel olarak,
kadin okdiltistlerin (6zellikle falcilik alaninda) yogun varlig: bir sir degildir. Kaz1
ekipleri bu tiir okiilt kadinlardan disaridan bilirkisi olarak ticretine mukabil ‘bilgi’
ve danigsmanlik hizmeti satin alirlar ama kazi1 yerine giden ekibin bir pargas1 olarak
paranormal diinyada faaliyet yiiriiten oktltist mutlaka erkektir.

Kadinlarin isin i¢inde oldugu nadir Ornekler, aile i¢cinde kurulan ve gene
ailenin miilklerinden siirdiiriilen (ev, ahir, tarla vb.) kazilarda, kadinlar ekibin bir
parcgast haline gelirler ama gene burada da toplumsal cinsiyet normlar: ¢aligir:
kadinlar yalnizca yemek yaparlar, lojistik ve ikmal faaliyetleri stirdiiriirler ve orada
yapilan faaliyetin giindelik siradan faaliyet oldugunun distintilmesi i¢in dekor ve
1zlenim yaratmakla gorevlendirilirler.
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Bu noktada definecilik ile siyasetin homo-sosyal karakteri arasinda analojik
bir iliski kurmak miimkiindiir. Ozellikle yerel ve enformel diizeylerde siyaset,
erkekler aras1 kapali aglar, gayriresmi pazarliklar (sir) ve kadini itina ile disarida
tutan, erkekler dayanismasi ve erkeklik sdzlesmesi ve karsiliklt himaye iligkileri
tizerinden islemektedir. Benzer bi¢cimde definecilik de kamusal goriiniirligi
siirli; ancak erkekler arasi iliskilerle yogun bigimde Oriilmiis bir alan olarak isler.
Zira kadin dinsel ve mitolojik olarak ‘kirli’ ve ‘giinahkardir’. Bu konuda bir
defineci durumu soyle 6zetlemisti “kazi alaninda cin seytandan bol ne var, bir de
kadin getirmeye ne gerek var?” Okiltizm teknolojileri s6z konusu oldugunda,
‘sabilik’ ‘saflik’ son derece Onemlidir ve biitliin okiilt sistemleri bunun tizerine
kuruludur. Ayni sekilde, sir ve ketumiyet definecilik i¢in son derece dnemlidir ama
kadmn ‘gevezelik’ ve ‘dedikodu’ bakimindan toplumsal iliski normlart bakimindan
zaten isaretlenmistir. Dolayisiyla, her iki alanda da belirleyici olan, resmi
kurallardan ziyade kimlerin hangi aglara dahil oldugudur.

Bu homo-sosyal yapi, miizayedecilik, antikiiryanlik, antik eser ve kiymetli
eser koleksiyonculugu sektorlerinde de belirgindir. Bu nesnelerin meta olarak
dolasima girmesi, tipki kabile seflerinin toplama ve sergileme merakina benzer bir
sekilde, ontolojik bir erkeklik tutumudur. Nadir eserlerin ele gecirilmesi, giinimiiz
elitlerinin av g6leni gibidir, bunlarin sergilenmesi de salt iktisadi bir yatirim ya da
zenginlik gosterisi degil, gene kabile seflerinin yaptigina benzer bir sekilde, ele
gecirilme faaliyetine iligkin bir gli¢ gosterisinin objeler araciligiyla sergilenmesidir.
Bu baglamda biriktirme pratigi, salt ekonomik bir yatirrm degil; iktidarin,
seckinligin ve kiiltirel Gstiinliigiin sembolik olarak teshir edildigi bir mekanizma
haline gelir.

Geg¢ Osmanli ve genel olarak Tirkiye'nin yiiz yillik tarihini diigtiniirsek,
defineciligin, siyaset, miizecilik ve koleksiyonerlikle iliskisinin, teorik bir varsayim
degil, tarihsel vakalar, dava dosyalar1 ve kamusal sOylemler tizerinden rahatlikla
gozlemlenebilen, tarihsel siirekliligi olan ampirik bir 6riintii oldugunu gorebiliriz.
Osmanli imparatorlugu'nun ge¢ doéneminde Truva, Bergama ve Efes gibi
alanlarda ytritiilen kazilar, yerel idareciler, Avrupali aktorler ve merkezi otorite
arasindaki muglak iliskiler tizerinden ilerlemis; arkeolojik nesneler siyasal himaye

ve ayricalik aglar1 sayesinde imparatorluk siirlarinin disina ¢ikarilmistir (Shaw,
2003).

Cumbhuriyet doneminde kiltiirel mirasin milli bir deger olarak yeniden
tanimlanmasi, hukuki diizenlemeleri gii¢clendirmis olsa da yerel diizeyde
definecilik faaliyetleri biitiiniiyle ortadan kalkmamustir. Ozellikle kirsal alanlarda
definecilik, ¢ogu zaman yerel siyasal aktorlerle kurulan gayriresmi iligkiler
sayesinde goriinmez kilinmistir. Bu stireklilik, defineciligin siyasetin yoklugunda
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degil; siyasal diizenlemenin fiilen askiya alindigi ya da esnetildigi alanlarda
gelistigini teyit etmektedir.

Zeugma Mozaikleri, Pergamon Tapinagi, Karun Hazinesi, Elmal1 Definesi
gibi kamuoyunca da bilinen vakalar, definecilik—koleksiyonerlik—siyaset
Uggeninin gorinlir oldugu tarihsel anlardir. Tim bu vakalara dikkatle
baktigimizda defineciligin, bireysel su¢lardan ziyade, kiiresel piyasalara yerelde
hizmet veren araci aglar ve koleksiyoncularin, uluslararasi sanat piyasalariyla
gayet grift bir sekilde isledigini gorebiliriz.

Son yillarda yurtdisina kagirilmis Anadolu kokenli eserlerin Tirkiye’ye
1adesi ise, devlet sOyleminde siklikla “milli bir zafer” ve “kiltiirel egemenligin
yeniden tesisi” olarak sunulmaktadir. Bu sdylem, kiiltiirel miras: ulusal kimlik ve
siyasal prestij iretiminin bir unsuru haline getirirken, bu eserlerin hangi dolasim
ve koleksiyon aglar1 iizerinden yurtdisina ¢iktig1 sorusunu biiyiik 6lgiide gérinmez
kilmaktadir.

Ozetlersek, definecilik yalnizca marjinal, kriminal ve ikincil bir faaliyet
degil; yerel-evrensel siyaset ve hukukun urettigi kiiltirel miras politikalarinin ve
toplumsal cinsiyet iliskilerinin, sermayenin, emegin ve statii bigimlerinin degisik
bicimleriyle i¢ ige gectigi, ¢ok katmanli toplumsal bir pratiktir. Bu anlamiyla
definecilik oncelikle, siyasi otoritenin yoklugunda degil, siyasal diizenlemelerin
askiya almabildigi, flulastigr ya da art niyetli bir bicimde bos birakildigr kor
noktalarda ortaya c¢ikmaktadir. Defineciligin bu anlamiyla ikinci baglami ise
kiltirel nesnelere igkin degerin sabit ve kendisinde bir 6zellik degil, miizayede,
karaborsa, miize, kacake¢ilik, koleksiyonerlik, gibi ¢ok degisik piyasalarda
dolasirken, iliskisel olarak belirlenen bir degerdir. Uciincii olarak ise definecilik
pratikleri Ozellikle miizayede ve koleksiyonculuk faaliyetleri ile birlikte
distiniildiigiinde, patriyarkal kapitalizme i¢ckin androsentrik aglarin seflik/kabile
donemlerinden kalma, prestij i¢in biriktirme ve sergileme tutkusuyla yapisal bir
bag icerisindedir. Simdi tiim bu baglantilarin bir baska erkeklik ontolojisi olan,
mono-mitik ve mito-poetik erkeklik ile iliskisine gegelim.

4. ANDROSENTRIK iKi ALAN: DEFINE VE SIYASET, THE (OTHER)
BURDEN OF (WHITE) MAN

Bir onceki baslikta defineciyi merkeze koyarak, onun sistemin kor
noktalarinda biiyliyen enformel bir iliskiler ag1 oldugunu anlatmaya ¢alistim. Bu
baslikta ise, androsentrik bir alan olan siyaseti merkeze koyarak, defineci ve devlet
adamini monomitik, mitopoetik arketiplerde bulusturmaya, siyaset(¢ilik) ve
define(cilik)’'in temelde bir madalyonun iki yizii oldugunu anlatmaya
calisacagim. Bu iki ayriymis gibi goOriinen alani birbirine baglayan nokta,
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androsentrizmdir. Her ikisi de bu yaklagimla kendi alanlarini androsentrik
alanlara donugstirirler ve tipolojilerini monomitik arketiplere baglarken,
mitopoetizmin ¢ile cekme, maceracilik, dayaniklilik, doga ile miicadele, cesaret
gibi temalarini siklikla kullanirlar. Burada androsentrizm kavraminin yalnizca
erkeklerin sayisal yogunlugunu ifade eden betimleyici bir kategori olarak degil;
erkek deneyimini norm, diger toplumsal cinsiyet konumlarini ise tali ve sapma
olarak kuran epistemolojik bir diizenek olarak kullanildigini belirtmek gerekir. Bu
bolimiin en sonunda gostermeye c¢alisacagim gibi, devlet adami ve defineci
arasinda, androsentrizm dolayisiyla, is yapma, dogaya, tarihe yaklagma itibariyle
bir farklilik olmadig1 gibi buytik bir esgiidiim vardir. Farklilik yalnizca iki meslegin
birbirine karst asimetrik konumundan kaynakli olarak, Ol¢ek farkinda
belirginlesir. Bu noktada ¢alismanin temel analiz nesnesi olan defineci erkekler ile
bunlarin asimetrik karsit1 olarak konumlandirilan “Devlet Adamlari”’nin hangi
erkeklik tiplerine tekabiil ettiginin ac¢ikliga kavusturulmasi 6nemlidir; bu ¢alisma
erkekligi sabit bir 6z olarak degil, tarihsel ve toplumsal baglamlarda fretilen,
hiyerarsik bicimde 6rgitlenen ¢oklu erkeklikler biitint olarak ele almaktadir. Bu
cercevede “Devlet Adam1” hegemonik erkekligin kurumsallasmis bir formuna,
defineci ise bu hegemonik forma tam olarak eklemlenemeyen fakat onunla iligkili
bicimde kurulan marjinal ya da telafi edici erkeklik bigcimlerine karsilik
gelmektedir.

Timothy Mitchell (2002), “Rule of Experts: Egypt, Techno-Politics, Modernity”
isimli ¢alismasinda, modern diinyanin, Ozellikle ulus devleti ve onun kolonyal
yapilarint kuran iktisadi kuramlarin belirli siireglerin dogal sonuglart degil,
uzmanlar tarafindan tekno-siyaset araciligiyla insa edilmis yapay kurumlar
oldugunu pek c¢ok tarihsel 6rnek aracilifiyla anlatir. Bununla birlikte, tekno-
siyasetin en Onemli vechelerinden birisi siyasetin ‘tarafsizlik’ kisvesiyle
gizlenmesidir, siyaset Ustii, smiflar Ustii goériinen bitiin uygulamalar, barajlar
kurarak ya da reformlar yaparak dogay: ve toplumu 1slah ettiklerini iddia ederek,
tim bu siireclerdeki esitsizlikleri ve iktidar iliskilerini goriinmez kilarlar. Bu
gorinmezlik rejimi, erkekligin de “notr insan” kategorisi altinda isleyerek
gorinmez bir norm haline gelmesine imkan tanir. Bu teknokrasi alaninin imal
ettigi seylerden birisi de her ne kadar bir siyasi partinin taraftar1 olsa da, son
tahlilde insanligin evrensel degerlerine siki sikiya bagli, siyaset¢inin centilmen
olarak icadidir. Centilmenlik baslig1 altinda siyaset¢i yalniz degildir, uzmanlar,
koloniciler, sanatgilar, tliccarlar, bilim ‘adamlari’, subaylar da ayni kategoride
tasnif edilebilir. Biraz daha yaklasip dikkatle bakildiginda, biitiin bu teknokratlar
ve centilmenler takiminin aslinda androsentrik bir toplum imal ettikleri
goriilebilir.
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J.A .Mangan’m (2013) Victoryen ve Edward donemlerinde Britanya egitim
sistemine iliskin yapmis oldugu ¢alismalar bu durumu gozler 6niine serer. Bu
donemde imal edilen maskiilen kimlik, imparatorlugun emperyal vizyonu ile siki
sikiya birbirine baglidir. Ornegin, dénemin yatili okullarinin miifredatinin énemli
bir kism1 spor ve takim oyunlari, sadik savas¢i disiplinli yonetici yetigtirilmesine
iliskindir. Bu miifredat atletizm ve sosyal Darwinizmi pozitif bilimler araciligiyla,
‘centilmenlik’ ve emperyal erkeklik modelini de estetik ve edebiyat araciligryla
sirekli takdis eder. Bu durum, erkekligin yalnizca bireysel bir kimlik degil,
kurumsal ve siyasal projelerin tasiyict bir normu olarak iretildigini
gostermektedir.

Dolayisiyla, biitiin diger centilmenler gibi siyasetciler de teknokratik
emperyal vizyonun androsentrik bakis agisi ile imal edilmis bir uzmanlar
grubudur. Feminist elestirinin basindan beri vurgulamaya calistig1 lizere, siyaset
sahnesi her ne kadar kendisini cinsiyetsizlestirilmis, evrensel insanin ve onun
tarafsiz goriinen tekno-siyasetinin arkasina saklamaya ¢aligsa da siyaset ve onun
kurumlar1 ger¢ek anlamda androsentrizmin tapinaklaridir.

Starck ve Sauer’in (2014) derledigi “A Man’s World: Political Masculinities in
Literature and Culture" adl1 eser, siyaset diinyasini, parlamentoyu ve erkek siyaset¢i
figlirtini birbirine kopmaz baglarla bagli, maskiilen birer insa olarak ele alir. Bu
calismanin biitiin bolimleri, tarihsel olarak rasyonellik ve nesnellik maskesi
altinda erkekligin kendisini nasil “goriinmez norm” haline getirdigini anlatir.
Ornegin, parlamento, maskiilen bir konusma ve performans alanidir. Bu
performansin en 6nemli vechelerinden birisi diisiik perdeli ve tok bir sesin temsil
ettigi mantik, giivenilirlik ve otoritedir. Parlamento i¢inde ideal erkek siyasetei,
bedensel arzulardan, duygulardan armnmis, sadece akil yoluyla hareket eden
‘bedensizlestirilmis yurttag’ gibi davranmalidir. Bedeni hatirlatan grotesk
gondermeler ve ¢ocuk¢a/kadinca sayilabilecek giilme, aglama duygulanimlar
siyasi vakar ile uyusmaz (Virilite). Siyaset fallik bir alan olmakla birlikte libido
kontroli, centilmenlik, kocalik ve babalik temsiliyetleri énemlidir. Siyaset elbette
bir “Mannerbund” (Erkek Birligi) (Kreisky, 2014) sahasidir ve bu alanda kadinlar,
hetero olmayanlar, duygusal olanlar, ketumiyet ve cesaret ile siyasi vakar tasimay1
bilmeyenler, yalnizca yeterince sert olmayanlar degil, centilmenligin sinirlarini
kabalikla tahris edenler biiylik bir dikkatle ayiklanir. “Mannerbund” stratejisiyle
uyumlu davranmayi bilenler erkekligin gorinmez giic ve ayricaliklarina
erisebilirler.

Siyaset alaninin androsentrik bir ‘Devlet Adamligr’ performans: haline
getirilmesi, tarihin kadinsizlastirilmasi ya da bir erkeklik macerasina indirgenmesi
asagl yukart ayni seydir. Modern diinyada androsentrik emperyal vizyonla
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yetistirilen siyaset¢iler/parlementerlerin “Mannerbund” birlikleri (Kreisky, 2014),
bir yandan modern 6ncesi mitopoetik erkeklik anlatilarinin arketiplerinin igine
yerlesir, diger yandan da bunu yaparken erkekligin toplumsal bir kurgu degil,
dogal ve kadim bir “6z” oldugu inancina hi¢ dokunmadan bu monomitleri ve
onlarin arketiplerini modernlestirir/centilmenlestirir. Bu durum, erkekligin
tarihsel olarak kurulmus bir kategori olmasimna ragmen, mitopoetik anlatilar
araciligiyla zamansiz ve evrensel bir 0z gibi sunulmasina isaret eder. Baska tiirli
sOylemek gerekirse, Joseph Campbell’in ¢alismalarinda (2004, 2010) analiz ettigi
“mono-mit” semasina (¢agri, sinav, geri donis) uygun hareket edenler arasinda
arttk modern siyasetgiler, koloniciler, komutanlar, siyaset ve doga bilimciler,
edebiyatcgilar, gezginler, madenciler, antikiiryanlar, koleksiyonerler, talanci
arkeologlar ve elbette defineciler de vardir. Tim bu meslek erbablarinin
mesleklerini icra etme big¢imleri, bitmeyen bir kriz anlatisi ile kol kola gider
(canavarlar, kaleler, doga, diisman, depresyon, yoksulluk) ve tipki antik diinyada
oldugu gibi modern diinyada da erkeklik bastirilmis ve kaybolmus olan ‘otantik’
degerlerin bir isyan1 olarak sunulur ve kurtaricinin macerasi baslar.

Burada wulus-devlet, militarizm, siyaset, patriyarka ve modernlik
kurumlarinin arasindaki iliskiye uzun uzadiya tekrar deginmeye gerek yok, fakat
ulus-devlet ve onun siyasi sahasmnin mitopoetik ve androsentrik bir alana
dontismesinde, genel olarak ge¢misin 6zel olarak da tarih ve arkeoloji bilimlerinin
kadinsizlastirilmas:t 6nemlidir. Bu kadinsizlastirma stireci, yalnizca temsili
diizeyde degil, bilgi liretiminin epistemolojik diizeyinde de islemektedir. Buray1
da biraz daha agtiktan sonra, define(ci) ve siyaset(¢i) arasindaki iliskiyi biraz daha
sarihlestirebiliriz.

Monique H. van den Dries ve Miyuki Kerkhof (2018) “The Past Is Male”
isimli ¢alismalarinda, Hollanda’'nin kanonik arkeoloji yaklasiminda, ge¢misin,
arkeolojik buluntularin ve bizzat bir meslek olarak arkeologun c¢ogunlukla
erkeklerle ve maskiilen faaliyetlerle iliskilendirilerek sergilendigini belirtirler.
Benzer bir yaklasimi savunan Laurajane Smith (2006) Authorized Heritage
Discourse (AHD) kavrami ile ge¢mis hakkinda s6z sdyleme yetkisinin Eurosentrik
ve androsentrik normlarla iliskilendirildigini belirtir. Bu iki yaklasimin Ozeti
anitsallik ve materyalizm araciligiyla ‘biiytik adamlarin biiytik isleri’nin (savaglar,
fetihler vb.) yiiceltiimesidir. Bu materyal kiiltiir ve tarihsel anlat1 i¢erisinde, kadin
gorinmezlesir, pasiflesir, toplumsal cinsiyet kurallar1 tarithin iginde de
dogallagtirilir. Dimitra Kokkinidou ve Marianna Nikolaidou ‘nun (1998)
calismalar1 da Yunanistan’daki miize arkeolojisinin androsentrik ve etnosentrik
yapisini elestirel bir siizgecten gecirmektedir. Calismanin temel tezi, modern
toplumdaki cinsiyet esitsizliklerinin arkeolojik yorumlar araciligiyla gegmise
yansitildig1 ve boylece “cinsiyet¢i bir bugiin” iizerinden “insansiz bir ge¢mis”
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kurgulandigidir. idealist bir kurgu olarak ge¢mis, giincel ihtiyaglarin degerleriyle
yuklidir ve blyik oranda maddi kiltirin ¢arpitilmasina dayanir. Bu
carpitmanin asil konusu da kadinlarin statiisiiniin sistematik gormezden
gelinmesi, ulusal kimligin ve kahramanlik kiltlerinin kutsanmasidir. Yazarlar,
arkeoloji meslegindeki cinsiyet¢i yap1 ve miize pratiklerindeki yanliligin kékenini
arkeoloji disiplininin kendi i¢indeki kurumsal ayrimcilikta bulur. Kokkinidou ve
Nikolaidou'nun arkeolojinin toplumsal cinsiyete dayali isboliimiinde arkeolojik
ev isleri kisminda miize kiiratorliigli, envanter yonetimi kadinlara aittir; yiiksek
akademik pozisyonlar, saha direktorliikleri ve diger prestijli islere ise erisimleri
kisithidir.

Lisbeth Skogstrand ise arkeoloji ve erkeklik arasindaki iligkiyi daha
spekiilatif bir noktaya tasir: androsentrik (erkek merkezli) arkeolojinin aslinda
“erkekler” hakkinda gergek bir bilgi sunmadigi, aksine sadece toplumsal cinsiyet
kaliplarini yeniden tirettigi iddiasina dayanir (2016). Yazar, tarih 6ncesi erkeklerin
“toplumsal cinsiyeti olan varliklar” olarak calisilmadig: siirece, onlarin evrensel
ve degismez bir norm olarak kalacagini ve androsentrizmin bir yanilsama
oldugunu savunur. Skogstrand’in (2023) en Onemli iddialarindan birisi,
androsentrik arkeolojinin kadinlart gorinmez kilarken erkekler hakkinda
derinlemesine bilgi verdigi varsayiminin yanlis oldugudur.

Androsentrik arkeoloji, tarth Oncesi erkekleri arastirmak yerine; “avci”,
“savasgl” veya “reis” gibi 19. yiizyil ideallerine dayanan stereotip imgeleri
geemise yansitarak ‘kaliplasmis imgeleri’ ¢ogaltir. Erkeklik bir “norm” olarak
kabul edildigi i¢in, erkeklerin faaliyetleri “insanligin genel faaliyeti” gibi sunulur.
Bu durum, erkegi toplumsal bir varlik olarak incelemeyi engeller ve onu “tarih dig1

M«

bir siluete” “gériinmez normlara” doniistiiriir ve bu li¢ katmanda gergeklesir: 1-
Rol Odaklilik: Avci, savaset veya ¢iftei gibi varsayilan erkek rollerine odaklanmak.
2-Faaliyet Odaklilik: Savas, ticaret veya ritiiel gibi erkeklerin ana aktor oldugu
dustiniilen siireglere 6ncelik vermek. 3-Epistemolojik Seviye: Diinyay1 orta yasli,
beyaz ve Batili bir erkek bakis agistyla (erkek stand-point) yorumlamak ve bu bakis
agisiin “objektif” oldugunu varsaymak Skogstrand (2016, 2023). Bu ti¢ katmanl
yapi, erkekligin nasil dogallastirildigini ve analitik incelemenin disina itildigini

gostermesi bakimindan 6nemlidir.

Androsentrik siyasal alanda, ulus devlet kurumlarinda ve diger erkeklik
tiplerinde bir fasit daire olusturan bu {i¢ katman bizi tekrar, boliimiin basindaki
noktaya, bir madalyonun iki yiizli olarak define(ci) ve ‘Devlet Adami’na getirir.
Zira, modern diinyanin siyasi yapisini Onceki siyasi sistemlerden ayiran seylerden
birisi de ulus devlet ve onun kurumlarinin (ordu, egitim vb.) devlet ve yurttaslari
icin, homojen alanlar yaratma mecburiyetidir. Egitim ve egitimin igerisinde, dil,
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tarih bu homojen alanlarin basinda gelir ve dolayisiyla, modern ulus devlet ve
onun siyasi yapilart mekan1 topografik olarak fethetmekle yetinemez, dahasi ele
gecirdigi yerlerin zamaninin (hem simdi hem de ge¢mis) ele gecirmek zorundadir.
Bu yiizden Napoleon ‘biiyiik’ bir komutan olmasinin yaninda, 6l¢i birimleri ve
takvimler araciligryla Fransiz toplumunun giindelik hayatini; bilim heyetindeki,
arkeologlar, antropologlar ve sarkiyatgilar ile Misir basta olmak tizere fethettigi
yerlerin tarihini kolonize etmis talanci bir arkeologdur. Napoleon’un ag¢mis
oldugu bu kapidan daha sonra Champollion (Fagan, 2004) ve Schliemann (2017)
girerler ve ge¢misle (elbette Eurosentrik) tiimiilyle Androsentrik bir fiitiihat, ele
gecirme, penetrasyon ve patriarkal bir miilkiyet militarizmi tzerinden iligki
kurarlar. Ozellikle Schliemann icin kazmak son derece eril bir faaliyettir, hicbir
kurali tanimaz, spekiilatorlikten 6grendigi biitlin ihlal bicimlerini antik eserlere ve
koruma kurullarina kars1 ve buluntularin kiymetlendirilmesine uygular, onun i¢in
Onemli olan anlamaktan ziyade, kazmak ve bulmaktir.

iste burasi, talanci, kolonici, defineci, komutan, siyaset¢i, antikiiryan,
koleksiyoner gibi mesleklerin, rizomik bir sekilde birbirine baglandig1 noktadir.
Hukuki bir mesele olarak degil ama androsentrik bir bakis agis1 ve ontolojik bir
yaklagim olarak ele aldigimizda, yasal arkeoloji ile kagak definecilik arasinda
asimetri ortadan kalkar; bir kopus degil, bir siireklilik oldugu gorilir. Resmi
Arkeoloji: Ulus-devlet adina ge¢mise el koymanin mesru yoludur. Definecilik: Bu
miilkiyet iddiasinin alt-sinif ve bireysel versiyonudur; her ikisi de kaziy1 “erkek is1”
olarak goriir ve bu kadin dislayict erkeklik meselesi milakat yaptigimiz
definecilerin hepsinde kimi zaman a¢ik kimi zaman da anlatinin ¢atlaklarindan
sizan bir mesele olarak karsimiza c¢ikar. Ornegin neden kadin yok konusunu
konustugumuz definecilerden birisi “kazi esnasinda en azindan ise baslarken
abdestli olmaya O0zen gosteririz, kadinda bunu bilemezsin” demisti. Bir baskasi
“bu bizim is denizcilerin isi gibidir, onlar neden gemiye kadin almiyorsa biz de
ayni nedenle almiyoruz” demisti, bir baskas: “elinin hamuruyla erkek isinde ne 1s1
var, burda biz igeriz, bilmem ne yapariz, yeri gelir suraya iseriz, kufiirli
konusuruz...” demisti. Tirkiye baglaminda, defineci(lik) cogunlukla avcilik gibi
hobiler ve ¢obanlik gibi tlicralarda icra edilen eyleyislerle dirsek temasinda ilerler
(zira bu iki meslek, dogal yiizey arastirmacilaridir) ve devletin “atalar topragi”
mitini reddetmez; aksine bu miti bireysellestirir. Devletin glivenlik
politikalarindaki “vatan savunmasi” ve “sinir bekgiligi” vurgusu, definecinin
topraga “sahip ¢ikma” motivasyonuyla maskiilen bir simbiyoz i¢indedir. Ki benim
konusma buldugum hem ¢oban hem avci hem de defineci olan bir kisi bu durumu
sOyle Ozetlemekteydi: “ Arkeologum diye piyasada gezenler bile gelir once bana sorar, ben
olmasam, nerde ne var kimsenin bildigi yok, bu tarihi biz koruyoruz, biz olmasak Yunani,
Ingilizi gelip kagirtyor, sonra benim gecmisim diye miizelerinde sergiliyor. Ben bizim
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miizecilere arkeologlara gosteriyorum, bana hirsiz muamelesi yapryorlar, bulup gotiiriince
el koyuyorlar bir de sabikaya badlyorlar, benim sucum Alman, Yunan, Ingiliz olmamak
mi?”

Erkeklik caligmalar: literatiiriinde siklikla vurgulandigi iizere, erillik insasi
Gilgames ve Homeros anlatilarindan bu yana dogayla, bilinmezlikle ve diismanla
girilen bir savas diizleminde tanimlanmaktadir. Bu tarihsel-mitopoetik siirekliligin

¢

modern bir izdiisimi olarak definecilik, doganin “rahmindeki” gizli hazineye
erisme c¢abasi tizerinden esoterik-ontolojik bir miicadele alani sunar. Bu pratik
yalnizca fiziksel bir kazi faaliyeti degil; risk alma, gizli bilgiye erisim ve
belirsizlikle bas etme gibi unsurlar iizerinden erkekligin siirekli olarak sinandig1 ve
yeniden tretildigi eril bir performanstir. Connell’in (1995) “hegemonik erkeklik”
kavramsallastirmasi baglaminda definecilik; giiven, sir paylasimi ve dayanismaya
dayali aglar icerisinde Orgiitlenen kolektif bir kimlik insasi siireci olarak islev

gorur.

Definecilik, 6zellikle devletin koruma ve mesruiyet alanlarindan c¢ekildigi
toplumsal bosluklarda, hegemonik diizene tam olarak eklemlenemeyen marjinal
erkeklikler i¢in “telafi edici” bir egemenlik pratigine dontsiir. Fiziksel risk ve
yasadisiligin gri alanlarinda sergilenen cesaret ve dayaniklilik performanslari,
siklikla milliyet¢i bir sdylemle harmanlanarak “vatan topragmin fethi” veya
“ulusun gizli tarihinin kesfi” bi¢ciminde mesrulastirilir. Ancak bu siireg,
Skogstrand’in (2023) belirttigi iizere, erkekligin epistemolojik siddetini de agiga
cikarir: Dogaya ve tarihe yOnelik sistematik tahribat, “erkeklige dair varsayilmis
bilgi” tiretme hirstyla birlesir. Bu diizlemde defineci figiirii; devlet adami, komutan
ve restorator imgelerini kendinde toplayan Napolyonvari bir otoriteyi taklit
ederken; halkbilimci, arkeolog ve antropolog rollerine biiriinerek hegemonik
erkekligi parodilestiren grotesk bir performans alani yaratir. Bu bakimdan,
Ozellikle SGK’nin gegicti is¢ilik uygulamalar: kapsaminda 6ren yerlerinde kiirekgi
olarak calismis olan defineciler arkeologlari ve onlarin faaliyetlerini yeterince
erkeksi bulmadigi gibi, arkeolojik ¢alisma i¢in gerekli sabir onlar i¢in homo-
seksiiel ve kadinst bulunur: “Bu isler dis fircast ile havadan fotograf cekme ile olmaz,
memleketine faydan olacaksa, kuvayi milliye ruhuyla, kazma kiirekle calisacaksin. Hem
kendini hem memleketini kurtaracaksin. Bir parca kemik ¢ikar, basina toplaniriar yarim
saat mry muy, konusurlar, hazine asagida yatiyor, bunlar kazievinde yatiyor, sey sey
hareketler, memleket batmis bunlarin umurunda mi?”’

Panella’'nin (2014) etnografik bulgulariyla paralellik gosteren bu durum,
defineciligin resmi diizeyde “yagmacilik”, yerelde ise “kahramanlik” olarak
tanimlandig1 bir ¢atisma alani dogurur. Kazicilar; risk, gizli bilgiye hakimiyet
(mastery) ve otoriteye karsi 6zerklik gibi hegemonik degerler tizerinden kendilerini
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“modern avcilar” (simbon) olarak kurgularlar. Ozellikle tek basina yiiriitiilen
kazilar, Kimmel’in “selfmade man” (Kimmel, 2013: 14-19) kavramiyla rezonans
kuracak sekilde, erkekligin dogustan gelmeyen, ancak ac1 ve risk yoluyla kazanilan
performatif bir statii oldugunu kanitlama aracidir. Buna karsin arkeoloji kurumu
ve medya, kaziciyr “zavalli bir suglu” olarak temsil ederek bu kahramanlik
anlatisin1 bastirir. Bu c¢ifte temsil rejimi, marjinal erkekliklerin hem hegemonik
idealleri igsellestirdigi hem de aymi diizen tarafindan sapkin ilan edildigi
paradoksal konumu ifsa eder.

Arkeoloji kurumu nesneyi miilkiyet ve bilimsel veri tizerinden tanimlarken,
defineci nesneye ulagsma stirecindeki bedensel miicadeleyi ve bu eylemin yarattigi
hatiray1 kutsallastirir. Bourdieu'ntin  “sembolik sermaye” (1983) kavrami
uyarinca, ekonomik imkanlardan yoksun olan bu aktorler, fiziksel risk alarak
alternatif bir prestij ekonomisi insa ederler’. Bu baglamda toprag: kazma, ¢ikarma
ve deger bigme pratikleri, normalde devlete ve elit siniflara ait olan “geg¢misi
sahiplenme” ayricaligina ortak olma arzusunu yansitir. Nihayetinde bu “Ulysses
yolculugu”, beyhude ¢abalar ve biiyiik mesakkatleri anlamlandiracak bir teolojiye
thtiyag duyar. Defineci bu anlam diinyasini; mitoloji, din ve folklorun
kesisimindeki sdylencelerden devsirmekte; okiiltizm, ezoterizm ve giincel komplo
teorilerinin enerjisiyle bu eril pratigi post-truth ¢aginda stirdirilebilir kilmaktadir.

5. SONUC

Sonug olarak, definecilik olgusu yalnizca yeralt1 arayislarinin folklorik bir
pratigi degil, ayn1 zamanda siyasal egemenligin ve erkekligin sembolik alanlarini
yeniden lreten bir “kazma hakki” miicadelesi olarak okunmalidir. Bu baglamda
defineci erkek, arkeolojiye kars1 alternatif bir tarih, mitolojiye karsi alternatif bir
folklor kurmaya c¢alisan hegemonik bir 6zne olarak belirir. Erkeklik ve siyaseti
birbirine baglayan androsentrik mito-poetik maceracilik, kapitalizm ve
patriyarkanin yani sira siyasal ve erkeklik krizlerinin kesisim kiimesinde ‘Devlet
Adami’nin asimetrisi olarak sekillenir. Boylece definecilik, global siyasi krizlerin
hem sebebi hem de sonucu olarak gorilebilecek erkeklik krizinin i¢inde debelenen
yeni sagciligin ezoterizm ve okiltizmle harmanlanmis folklorik miifredatina
eklemlenir. Resmi arkeoloji bu ¢alisma boyunca da belirli diizeyde yapilmaya
calisildigr tizere, Eurosentrizm, androsentrizm, kalkinma-turizm planlamasi
tarafindan belirlenme, ulus devlet ve tarih paradigmasi tarafindan sekillendirilme
gibi pek ¢ok eksikligi ve yanlis1 bakimindan elestirilebilir; ne var ki, tim bunlara

7 Defineciler giindelik hayatlarinin ya da hava kosullarmin el vermedigi zamanlarda, koy

elbette kiymetini) tartisip, bir yandan da buluntular i¢cin baglantilar bulup piyasaya siirmenin
yollarint ararlar. Tiim bu stireclerde s6ziin hiyerarsisi, cesaret, risk alma, fedakarlik tarafindan
belirlenir.
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ragmen resmi arkeolojinin reddiyesi ya da tadilatr; maddi kayip, yasadist
piyasalar, yerel anlamlarin tahrip edilmesi, milliyet¢i aragsallastirma ve siyasal
siddet (Hamilakis, 2023; Atakuman, 2021; Hardy, 2020-2021; Hofmann vd.,
2021; Kimmel, 2013; Winbladh, 2025; Wilson, 2012; Hardy, 2016; Herzfeld,
2020; Leser, 2025) gibi ¢oklu riskler barindiran definecilik {izerinden
gerceklesemez. Bu riskler, yalnizca arkeolojik kayitlarin biitinliginia degil,
definecilerin siklikla bagvurdugu yerel mirasin ve yerel topluluklarin birbiriyle
iliskilendirilme potansiyelini ve kiiltiirel mirasin demokratik yonetimini de tehdit
etmektedir. Bu anlamda, Gonzalez-Ruibal ve arkadaslarinin, topluluk katilimini
tesvik eden, bilimsel biitiinligi koruyarak dislayici anlatilara direnen ve metis Vs.
techne gerilimini epistemik adaletle asmaya ¢alisan “reaktif popiilizme kars1 yeni
bir kamu arkeolojisi” ¢agrisi, bu baglamda 6zellikle 6nemlidir (Gonzalez-Ruibal
vd., 2018).
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STK PERSPEKTIFINDEN ERKEKLERIN CINSIYET
ESITLIGINE KATILIMI: YAKLASIMLAR,
MUDAHALELER, DENEYIMLER VE ONERILER"

NGOS’ PERSPECTIVES ON MEN’S ENGAGEMENT IN
GENDER EQUALITY: APPROACHES,
INTERVENTIONS, EXPERIENCES, AND
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Son yillarda erkeklerin artan bir sekilde cinsiyet egitligi
miicadelesinin hedefi ve 6znesi haline gelmesi, Tiirkiye’de pek
¢ok sivil toplum kurulusunun (STK) erkeklerle birlikte
yapilabilecek ¢aliymalar: giindemlerine almasini ve erkeklerin
cinsiyet esitliginin saglanmasi ¢abalarina dahil olmalarina etki
edecek girisimlerde bulunmasini saglamistir. Bu kuruluglar
yiiriittiikleri caligmalar ile cinsiyet egitsizliginin mevcut oldugu
alanlarda erkeklerin farkindaligim1 arttirmaya ve erkekler ile
diger cinsiyetler arasinda miittefik iliskiler kurulmasina
aracilik etmeye c¢alismaktadir. Bu makale, yiiriitiilen

calismalar iizerinden hakim literatiirde oldugu gibi erkeklerin
motivasyonlarini, erkeklik miizakerelerini ve kadin
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hareketleriyle olan iliskilerini sorunsallastirmaktan veya
yiiriitiillen programlarin tasarim, uygulama ve kurumsallasma
siireclerini ele almaktan 6te, STK deneyimlerinin kendisine
odaklanmakta ve STK’larin yaklasimlarin1 ve uygulama
siireclerinde ortaya c¢ikan kurumsal dinamikleri tartigmaya
acmaktadir. Makalede tartigilan arastirma bulgulari, s6z
konusu STK c¢alismalarinin envanterinin ¢ikarildigr bir
haritalama caligmasi ile bu ¢aligmalar: yiiriiten STK yetkilileri
ile gerceklestirilen derinlemesine goriisme verilerine
dayanmaktadir. STK’larin bu c¢alismalarin planlanmasi ve
yiiriitiillmesi  siireclerindeki deneyimlerini merkeze alan
makale, bu deneyimleri STK’larin karsilastiklar1 destekler ve
direncler cercevesinde incelemekte ve STK yaklasimlarini,
ihtiyaclarini ve onerilerini goriiniir kilmay1 amac¢lamaktadair.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Cinsiyet Egsitligi, Erkeklerin Cinsiyet
Esitligine Katilimi, Cinsiyet Temelli Siddetin Onlenmesi,
Elestirel Erkeklik Caligmalari, Sivil Toplum Kuruluslar
(STK).

ABSTRACT

In recent years, the increasing recognition of men as both
targets and agents of gender equality has led many non-
governmental organizations (NGOs) in Turkey to prioritize
collaborative efforts with men and to undertake initiatives that
encourage their inclusion in gender equality efforts. Through
their work, these organizations aim to raise awareness among
men about areas in which gender inequality persists and to
foster allied relationships between men and people of other
genders. Rather than problematizing men’s motivations,
negotiations of masculinity, and their relationship with
women’s movements, or examining the design,
implementation, and institutionalization of programs, as is
common in the dominant literature, this article focuses on the
NGO experience itself and opens up a discussion on NGOs’
approaches and the institutional dynamics that emerge during
intervention processes. The findings are based on a mapping
study that inventoried these NGO activities and on in-depth
interviews with NGO representatives involved in them.
Drawing on NGOs’ experiences in planning and intervention,
the article analyses these processes within the framework of
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the support and resistance they encounter and highlights their
approaches, needs, and recommendations.

Keywords: Gender Equality, Men’s Engagement in Gender
Equality, Prevention of Gender-based Violence, Critical
Masculinity Studies, Non-governmental Organizations
(NGOs).

GIRIS

Cinsiyet esitliginin saglanmasinda erkeklere diisen toplumsal rol ve
sorumluluklar olduk¢a fazladir. Erkeklerin bu rol ve sorumluluklar konusunda
farkindalik kazanmasi i¢in 6zellikle son yillarda Tiirkiye’de pek ¢ok sivil toplum
kurulusu (STK) erkeklerle birlikte yapilabilecek ¢alismalar: giindemlerine almakta
ve erkeklerin cinsiyet esitli§inin saglanmas1 ¢abalarina dahil olmalarini saglayacak
girisimlerde bulunmaktadir. Bu kuruluslar yirittikleri projeler ile cinsiyet
esitsizliginin mevcut oldugu alanlarda erkeklerin farkindaligini artirmaya ve
erkekler ile diger cinsiyetler arasinda miittefik iliskiler kurulmasina aracilik etmeye
calismaktadir.

Erkeklerin cinsiyet esitligine katilimini hedefleyen ¢alismalarin Tirkiye’de
ve uluslararasi baglamda yayginlasmasiyla birlikte, bu alandaki literatiir de
aktivizm, katilimci erkeklerin deneyimleri ve miidahale programlar1 ekseninde
gelismistir. Mevcut c¢alismalar, erkeklerin esitlik miicadelesindeki aktivist
konumlarini ve kadin hareketiyle iliskilerini (Cetin-Ayse, 2020; Peretz, 2017,
2020; Messner vd., 2015), miidahale programlarina katilan erkeklerin
motivasyonlarini, direnglerini ve erkeklik miizakerelerini (Casey, 2010; Casey vd.,
2017; Chakraborty vd., 2020; Funk, 2006; Gibbs vd., 2018; Holmgren ve Hearn,
2009; Peacock ve Barker, 2014; Peretz vd., 2020; Ratele, 2015; Wells vd., 2013)
ve miidahale programlarinin tasarim, uygulama ve kurumsallasma siireglerini
(Carlson vd., 2015; Casey vd., 2012; Flood, 2011; Tolman vd., 2019) ele
almaktadir. Bununla birlikte, bu programlart yiriten STK’larin kurumsal
yaklasimlarini ve uygulama sireglerinde ortaya ¢ikan kurumsal dinamikleri
inceleyen ¢alismalar sinirli kalmistir. Bu makale, Tirkiye’deki STK deneyimlerine
odaklanarak erkeklerin cinsiyet esitligi ¢abalarina katilimina odaklanan literatiire
bu agidan katki sunmay1 hedeflemektedir.

Makalede, STK’lar tarafindan simdiye dek yiiritilmiis veya halihazirda
yuritilmekte olan ve erkeklerin (cinsiyet beyani1 erkek olanlarin) cinsiyet esitligine
katilimini1 hedefleyen ¢alismalarin haritalandirildigi, ardindan da bu ¢alismalari
yluriten yetkililerle derinlemesine goriismelerin yapildig1 arastirmanin sonuglari

342


https://doi.org/10.53376/ap.2026.12

Atilla BARUTCU & Nurseli Yesim SUNBULOGLU

tartismaya agilacaktir. Mevcut literatiirde erkeklerin cinsiyet esitligine katilimini
hedefleyen STK’lara dair yapilan akademik arastirmalar, bu STK’larin genel
perspektiflerinden 6te erkekleri hedef alan programlari ve c¢aligmalari farkli
yonleriyle incelemekte ve/veya erkeklerin perspektifinden onlarin bu programlara
nasil dahil olduklarina, hangi motivasyonlarla bu aragtirmalarda yer aldiklarina
ve dontusimlerine odaklanmaktadir. Bu arastirma ise STK’larin perspektifini
temel almis ve onlarin cinsiyet esitligine katilimi konularinda erkeklerin
davranislarini ve tutumlarint hangi stratejiler tizerinden dontistirme hedefinde
olduklarindan yola ¢ikmistir. Makalede bu stratejilerin ve hedeflerin nasil
belirlenip uygulandigina, ne tiir yaklasimlar gelistirildigine, siirecte erkeklerden
gelen hangi direnglerle karsilasildigina, elde edilen sonuglar 1s1§inda hangi
ihtiyaglarin goriiniir olduguna ve bu alandaki ¢alismalarin artmasi ve etkilerinin
glclendirilmesi i¢in ne tiir Oneriler gelistirilebilecegine odaklanilacaktir.

STK’larin erkeklerin cinsiyet esitligine katidimma yonelik artan
girisimlerinin politik ve stratejik arka planini goriiniir kilmak i¢in agsagida dncelikle
erkeklerin hangi tarihsel slirecte ve hangi kiiresel tartismalarla cinsiyet esitligi
miicadelesinin hedefi ve Oznesi haline geldigi ele alinacaktir. Ardindan
arastirmanin odagi dogrultusunda bu alanda ¢alisan Tirkiye’deki STK’lardan veri
toplamak i¢in tercih edilen haritalama ¢alismasi ve derinlemesine goriisme
yOntemleri ve arastirma siireci detaylandirilacaktir. Son olarak ise arastirmada
elde edilen bulgular STK yaklasimlari, STK miidahaleleri ve STK deneyimleri
olarak kategorilendirilerek ele alinip yine bulgular 1s18§inda gelistirilen Oneriler
sunulacaktir.

1. ERKEKLERIN CIiNSiYET ESiTLiGi MUCADELESININ HEDEFi
VE OZNESi HALINE GELMESi

Yaklasik son birka¢ on yilda cinsiyet esitligi ¢ercevesinden erkekler ve
erkeklikler izerine diisiinmeye kiiresel ¢apta bir 1lgi artis1 oldugu goriilmektedir.
Alanda ¢alisan kuruluslar 6zellikle #MeToo hareketi ile birlikte ilginin arttigini,
erkeklerin ve oglan ¢ocuklarinin cinsel taciz ve cinsiyet esitligi ile ilgili tartigmalara
katilmak istediklerini ve bu konularda bilgilerini artirmak istediklerini
aktarmaktadir (MenEngage, 2019). Aslinda erkekler ve erkeklikler tarih boyunca
bir sekilde feminist literatiiriin ve kadin hareketinin giindemi olmustur. Bununla
birlikte, erkeklerin toplumsal cinsiyet rollerini, toplumda var olan farkl
erkeklikleri ve bu farkli erkeklikler aras1 esitsizlikleri sistematik sekilde ele almak
1980’1lerin ikinci yarisindan itibaren ytiikselise gecen Elestirel Erkeklik Calismalari
disiplininin ¢alismalartyla miimkiin olmustur.
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Erkeklerin, cinsiyet iliskilerinde esitligin saglanmasi ve cinsiyet temelli
siddetin onlenmesi ¢alismalarinin hedefi olmanin yani sira 6zneleri de oldugu
perspektifi ise 1970’lerden beri giindemdedir. 1970’lerde bu perspektifin dnciisii
olanlar, o dénem ¢ok etkin olan ikinci Dalga kadmn hareketinden esinlenerek ve
feminist argiimanlar1 benimseyerek kadinlara yonelik siddetin 6nlenmesi igin
aktivist miicadele vermeye baslayan erkekler olmustur. Bu donemde yuriitiilen
calismalarda, basta toplumsal cinsiyet temelli siddet olmak tizere, farkli tiirleriyle
siddetin 6nlenmesinin yani sira, cinsiyet esitliginin saglanmasi ve barisin tesis
edilmesi temalar1 da dénemin ruhuna uygun olarak 6n plandadir (Messner vd.,
2015). Erkeklerle ve oglan ¢ocuklariyla birlikte siddetin 6nlenmesi ve esitligin
saglanmasi yoniinde ¢alisma yiritmek genel toplumsal doniisimiin énemli bir
vechesi olarak gorilmistiir. 1980’lerin sonu ve 1990’lar, Messner ve
arkadaglarinin (2015) siniflandirmasina gore bu alanda ikinci déneme denk diiger.
Bu donemin en 6nemli Ozelligi, siddete karsi miicadele eden kuruluslarin ve bu
calismalar i¢in saglanan fonlarin 6nceki doneme gore stabil hale gelmesiyle
birlikte profesyonellesmenin baslamasidir. Bu donemde siddet karsiti1 alanda
calisan profesyonellerin sayisi artmis ve akademi, hukuk, sosyal hizmetler ve
STK’lar ile bu profesyoneller arasinda genisleyen bir ag olusmustur. Bu donem
ayrica, asagida da detaylandirilacagi tizere, erkeklerin siddetin 6nlenmesi ve
cinsiyet esitliginin saglanmasi ¢alismalarina dahil olmasinin, Birlesmis Milletler
(BM) ve Avrupa Birligi (AB) gibi uluslararas: kuruluslarin politika ve strateji
belgelerinde 6nemli bir odak noktasi olmaya baslamasi ile de dikkat ¢eker. 2000’11
yillarla birlikte ise bu alanda yeni bir donem acildig1 distinilir (Messner vd.,
2015). Bu donemin o6ne c¢ikan Ozellikleri esitligin tiim cinsiyet gruplarini
kapsayacak sekilde ele alinmasi, kesisimsel bir yaklasimla 1rk, sinif, etnisite, yas
gibi kategorilerin cinsiyet deneyimlerini nasil kendine 6zgi sekillendirdiginin
Oneminin fark edilmesi ve siddet karsiti aktivistler ve kuruluslar arasinda
MenEngage gibi ulusasir1 aglarin ortaya ¢ikmasi olmustur. Kurumsallagmanin 6n
planda oldugu bu doénemde, erkeklerin katilimi temasinin mevcut kurumlarin
cinsiyet esitlik¢i dontisimiiniin bir pargasi olarak giderek daha kapsamli sekilde
ele alindig1 gorilmektedir.

Erkeklerin cinsiyet esitliginin saglanmasi ¢alismalarina dahil olmalarinin
geldigi son noktanin cinsiyet esitliginin anaakimlastirilmas: ¢ergevesinde ele
alinmast mimkiindir. Toplumsal cinsiyetin anaakimlastirilmasi, toplumsal
cinsiyet esitli§ine yOnelik anlayis ve eylemlerin bitiin anaakim politika
alanlarinda ve kurumsal siireclerde temel alinmasini (Ecevit, 2021: 33-34) ve
boylelikle toplumsal cinsiyet esitliginin kurumsallasmasini (Daly, 2005: 435) ifade
eder. Anaakimlastirma her tiir kamusal faaliyetin planlama asamasindan itibaren
toplumsal cinsiyet unsurunun goéz oOninde bulundurulmasmi gerektirir. Bu
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anlamda yalnizca toplumsal cinsiyet esitligini saglamanin bir araci degil, kamusal
faaliyetlerin dontstiiriilmesi olarak ifade edilebilecek bir amag¢ olarak da
distiniilmesi gerektigi vurgulanir (Eveline ve Bacchi, 2005). Kalkinma
faaliyetlerinde cinsiyet esitli§inin saglanmasi gerekliligine yanit olarak ortaya
¢ikan anaakimlastirma, 1995 BM Pekin Dordiincii Diinya Kadin Konferansi’nda
hazirlanan deklarasyona ve daha sonra 2000 yilinda Avrupa Konseyi Lizbon
Stratejisi raporuna dahil edilmesiyle birlikte hem temel kiiresel strateji olarak hem
de AB’nin resmi politikast olarak tanminmistir (Sancar ve Bilgin-Gog, 2021).
Anaakimlastirmanin en Onemli Ozelliklerinin basinda, toplumsal cinsiyet
esitliginin saglanmasmma donistiriici esitlik stratejisiyle ve bitiincil bir
perspektifle yaklasmasi gelir. Bitiincil perspektif hem esitligin tiim cinsiyet
gruplari i¢in saglanmasini hem de esitligin saglanmasi ¢abalarina tiim cinsiyet
gruplarinin dahil olmasini ifade eder.

Erkeklerin cinsiyet esitligi miicadelesine dahil edilmesine 6nemli katkisi olan
anaakimlastirma perspektifi 6zellikle uluslararasi normlar: belirleyen sd6zlesme ve
diizenlemeler ile yayginlasmis ve gii¢c kazanmistir. 1979 tarihli CEDAW (Kadina
Kars1 Her Tiirli Ayrimciligin Ortadan Kaldirilmasi) S6zlesmesi'nden baslayarak
BM ve AB bilinyesinde hazirlanarak yurirlige giren pek ¢ok sdzlesme esitligin
saglanmasi ve siddetin Onlenmesinde erkeklerin roliine vurgu yapmaktadir
(Sancar ve Bilgin-Go6g¢, 2021). 1994 BM Kahire Eylem Plan1 ve 1999’da
glncellenen Sonug Belgesi siddetin 6nlenmesinin yani sira, erkeklerin ev i¢i 1s ile
¢ocuk bakimini paylasma ve cinsel saglik ve iireme sagligi konularindaki
sorumluluklarina isaret ederek siddet, esitsizlik ve geleneksel erkeklik normlar1
arasinda 1iliski kurar (UNFPA, 2004). Erkeklerin cinsiyet esitligine katilimini
odagina alan ilk uluslararasi: kurulus olan BM Kadinlarin Statiisit Komisyonu'nun
(CSW) 2004 yilinda gergeklesen 48. oturumunun sonug belgesi ise 1ki agidan kritik
Onemdedir: (1) Olumlu erkeklik modellerini yayginlastirma ve erkekleri esitlik
caligmalarina tesvik etme konusunda devletlere sorumluluk yiikleme ve (2)
cinsiyet esitliginin erkeklerin ve oglan ¢ocuklarinin hayatlarin1 da 1yilestirecegi
vurgusu yapma (CSW, 2004).

CSW sonug belgesi bu dogrultuda CEDAW’1imzalayan tlkelerin geleneksel
erkeklik rollerinin donlisimii ve cinsiyet esitli§inin saglanmasi konularinda
politika gelistirmeleri i¢in sekiz alan belirlemistir: egitim (6zellikle erken ¢ocukluk
donemi egitimi); kamu giivenligi; saglik; insan haklari; HIV, cinsel saglik ve tireme
saglig1 ve haklari; toplumsal cinsiyet temelli siddetin dnlenmesi; ge¢im sorunlari
ve yoksullukla miicadele; babalik ve bakim emegi (Sancar ve Gog¢-Bilgin, 2021:
70-71). Belirlenen bu alanlar diinyanin farkli bolgelerinde erkeklere yonelik
yuritilen ¢alismalarin temalarini olusturmasi agisindan 6nemlidir. Geleneksel
erkekligin esitlik¢i yonde doniisimii ve erkeklerin bu doniisiimiin aktif 6zneleri
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olmas1 vurgusu AB bilinyesinde de 6n plana ¢ikmistir. Avrupa Komisyonu’'nun
2005 tarihli yillik toplumsal cinsiyet raporu erkeklerin esitlik miicadelesindeki
roliinli ayr1 baglik altinda tartisarak konunun 6nemini vurgulamis, 2006 yilinda
bu konuda AB tlkelerinin ne tiir ilerici politikalar gelistirebileceginin tartisildigi
bir ¢alisma ylritmistir. 2010 yilinda ¢alismalarina baslayan Avrupa Toplumsal
Cinsiyet Esitligi Enstitisti (EIGE) de esitligin saglanmasi i¢in erkeklige dair
politikalar gelistirilmesinin yani sira, cinsiyet ve sinif, etnisite, engellilik gibi diger
toplumsal kategorilerin kesisimiyle ortaya ¢ikan sorunlarin saptanmasi ve
ginimiz toplumlarinda erkeklerin  stlendikleri rollerin  izlenmesini
calismalarinin odagi olarak belirlemistir (Sancar ve GoOg¢-Bilgin, 2021: 75-76).
Bunlarin yani sira Uluslararast Calisma Orgiitii (ILO) ve Ekonomik Kalkinma ve
isbirligi Orgiitii (OECD) gibi uluslararas: orgiitler de ekonomik alanda ve is
yasaminda cinsiyet esitliginin saglanmasi yoniindeki ¢alismalar1 ve erkeklerin
esitlik¢i yonde donilisimiinii raporlarinda 6zel olarak ele almaya baslamistir.

Uluslararast normlarin  olusturdugu c¢ercevenin Tirkiye'deki kamu
politikalarina yansimasi ise oncelikli olarak cinsiyet esitli§ine dair eylem planlari
uzerinden takip edilebilmektedir. Eylem planlar1 Aile ve Sosyal Hizmetler
Bakanligi'na baghh Kadinin Statiisii Genel Midirliigi tarafindan hazirlanmakta
ve uygulanmaktadir. Bu planlarin ilki 1996 yilinda Pekin Eylem Plant’nin kabuli
sonrast hazirlanmistir ancak planin uygulamasiyla ilgili veriye ulasilamamaktadir.
2000’1erle birlikte uluslararasi mecrada erkeklerin katilimi1 konusunun daha yogun
ele alinmasina paralel olarak, Tiirkiye'nin hazirladig1 eylem planlar1 da erkeklere
yOnelik strateji ve eylemleri icermeye baslamistir. 2007-2010 “Kadma Yonelik
Aile ici Siddetle Miicadele Ulusal Eylem Plan1” (KSGM, 2018a), 2008-2013
“Toplumsal Cinsiyet Ulusal Esitligi Eylem Plan1” (KSGM, 2018b) ve 2018-2023
“Kadmin Giiglenmesi Strateji Belgesi ve Eylem Plan1” (KSGM, 2018c) ile halen
gecerli olan 2024-2028 tarihli strateji belgesi ve eylem plani (KSGM, 2024)
erkeklerin katilimina dogrudan yer veren strateji ve eylemleri igerir. 2024-2028
plan1 gercevesinde, hedefin kapsami agisindan bakildiginda, erkeklerin dahil
edilmesi ile ilgili eylemlerin biyik c¢ogunlugunun farkindalik ve duyarlilik
artirmaya dontiik oldugu, bu dogrultuda yontem olarak da egitim ve seminerler
diizenlenmesinin benimsendigi goriiliir. Erkeklerin katilim1 ve zihniyet doniisimii
Ozellikle kadina karsi siddetin Onlenmesine yOnelik eylemlerde dogrudan
vurgulanmakta, cinsiyet esitli§i ve kadin haklar1 temalar1 da yine siddetin
Onlenmesine yonelik eylemlerin i¢inde ele alinmaktadir. Bunun yani sira,
ekonomi baglig1 altinda kadinlarin ekonomik hayata katiliminin Oniindeki
engellerin kaldirilmasi hedefinde erkeklerin katilimina agik¢a isaret edilmekte,
saglik baslig1 altinda ise erkeklerin aile planlamasi, tireme saglig1 ve kadin sagligi
ile ilgili konularda bilinglendirilmesi stratejisine yer verilmektedir. Bilinglendirme
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ve farkindalik artirma disinda dogrudan kamu politikalar1 araciligryla erkekleri de
dahil ederek esitligin saglanmasi konusunda ¢ocuk bakiminin paylasilmasini
desteklemek tizere ebeveynlik izni diizenlemesi sinirli da olsa 6nemli bir adim
olmustur.

Yukarida kisaca ele alinan bu sdzlesmeler, eylem planlari ve strateji belgeleri
uluslararasi mecrada ve Tiirkiye’de sivil toplum alaninda ytritiilen erkekleri dahil
etme c¢aligmalarini desteklemede ve igerigini belirlemede 6nemli rol oynar. Bu
calismalarin uygulayicilarr, BM ve Diinya Saglik Orgiitii (DSO) gibi uluslararasi
kuruluslar veya White Ribbon, MenEngage, Promundo (gincel adiyla
Equimundo) ve SONKE gibi cinsiyet esitli§i ve siddetin 6nlenmesi hedefiyle
faaliyet gosteren (pro)feminist erkek orgiitleridir. Erkekleri cinsiyet esitligi
cabalarima dahil etme ¢alismalarinin odaklandig1 faaliyet alanlari olarak (1)
babalik, (2) spor, (3) erkek saglig1 ve cinsel saglik ve (4) calisma yasami/is yeri 6ne
cikar. Bunlara ilave olarak, literatiirde 6zellikle cinsiyet temelli siddetin 6nlenmesi
calismalarinda erkekler arasi akran iliskileri ile erkeklerin mittefik olarak roli
temalarmin da erkeklerde olumlu yonde tutum ve davranis degisimine yol agma
potansiyeline vurgu yapilir (Wells vd., 2013: 5). Ttim bu temalar erkeklere yonelik
calismalarda hedef gruba erismek i¢in giris noktasi olarak kullanilmaktadir.

On plana ¢ikan dért alanda yiiriitiilen projelerin izleme ve degerlendirme
sonuglar esitlik¢i doniisiime dair timit vaat eder niteliktedir. Degerlendirmelere
gore bu projelerin katilimcist erkeklerin (1) ¢ocuk bakim sorumluluklarint daha
esit paylastiklari, bunun sonucu olarak da erkeklerin aile ve toplum iginde
ustlenebilecekleri roller ile ilgili kapasitelerinin genisledigi, duygusal esenliklerinin
arttig1 ve duygularini ifade etme ve empati kurma konusunda gelistikleri ortaya
konmustur (Allen ve Daly, 2007; Horn vd., 1999). Benzer sekilde izleme
calismalart (2) taninmis olsun olmasin sporcular tarafindan erkeklere aktarilan
cinsiyet esitligi ve siddet karsitligini tesvik eden olumlu mesajlarin ¢ok etkili
oldugunu (Minerson vd., 2011) ve erkeklerin kendilerine spor kuliipleri
araciligiyla ulasan siddeti Onleme calismalarina katilmaya istekli olduklarini
(Garin, 2000) gostermistir. Bunun yani sira, arastirmalar (3) geleneksel erkeklik
normlart ile HIV oranlarinda artis, fiziksel ve psikolojik sagligin olumsuz
etkilenmesi ve cinsel saldir1 ve ev i¢i siddet arasinda iliski oldugunu gostermektedir
(Pulerwitz ve Barker, 2008; Barker vd., 2007; Campbell, 1995). Bu nedenle erkek
saglig1 ve cinsel saglik odakli projelerin bir amaci erkeklerin bu iliskiyi fark
etmelerini ve zararli davranislarimi1 degistirmelerini saglamak olur. Yetiskin
hayatinin 6nemli bir kisminin gegirildigi yer olmasi ve sirket politikalar
araciligiyla kisiler arast iliskilerin Otesinde yapisal bir donlisim saglama
potansiyeli dolayisiyla (4) ¢alisma yasami/is yeri odakli ¢alismalar da giderek
daha fazla ragbet gormektedir. Avustralya’da Workplace Gender Equality
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Agency tarafindan yiritilen ve erkek c¢alisanlar1 bakim sorumlulugu
ustlenebilmeleri i¢in esnek ¢alismaya tesvik eden “The Equilibrium Man
Campaign” (Flood ve Russell, 2017) ve Tiirkiye’de Sabanci Universitesi
tarafindan is dinyasinda kadma yonelik siddete karsi farkindalik yaratma
amaciyla yiriitillen “is Diinyas1 Aile i¢ci Siddete Karsi” projesi bu alandaki
calismalara Ornek olarak verilebilir. Bu ¢alismalarin bazilar1 esitligin saglanmasi
ve siddetin 6nlenmesi konusunda ¢alisanlarin farkindaligini artirmanin 6tesinde
sirketlerde kadin liderligini destekleme gibi daha kdkten doniisiime kapr acacak
faaliyetler icermektedir.

Turkiye’de erkeklerin toplumsal cinsiyet esitli§ine katilimini ve esitlik¢t
erkeklikle ilgili sdylem ve pratiklerin yayginlagsmasini hedefleyen sivil toplum
kurulusu ve 6rgttlenmeler sinirli sayida olmakla birlikte farkli kurumsal ve politik
konumlar icermektedir. Bu alanda YANINDAYIZ Dernegi gibi is dinyas: ve
medya baglantili daha kurumsal yapilar; Elestirel Erkeklik incelemeleri inisiyatifi
gibi akademi, aktivizm ve elestirel erkeklik ¢alismalari arasinda koprii kuran
olusumlar; tamami 2010’lu yilarda kurulmus olan ve bir siire sonra faaliyetlerine
son veren Erkek Muhabbeti, Biz Erkek Degiliz inisiyatifi ve Ataerkiye Karsi
Erkekler gibi erkek siddeti, cinsiyetcilik ve ataerkil tahakkiime karsi kamusal
eylem ve atolyeler yiiriten aktivist gruplar one ¢ikmaktadir. Bunun yaninda
Voltrans gibi trans erkeklerin deneyimlerine ve haklarina odaklanan dayanisma
aglart ile ACEV’in Baba Destek Programi gibi uzun soluklu, kurumsallasmis ve
ulusal/uluslararasi is birlikleriyle yayginlasmis programlar da bu alanin énemli
aktorleri arasinda yer almaktadir (Sancar ve Bilgin-Gog, 2021: 116-117).

Erkeklerin cinsiyet esitligine katilimini saglamay1 ve artirmay1 amaglayan bu
tematik ¢aligmalar sivil toplum alaninda yayginlasirken, konuyla ilgili literatiir de
gelismektedir. ilgili literatiirii ti¢ gruba ayirmak mimkiindiir: aktivizm boyutunu
ele alan calismalar, katilimci erkeklere odaklanan c¢alismalar ve miidahale
programlarina ve uygulayicilara odaklanan calismalar. ilk grup calismalar
erkeklerin esitlik miicadelesine katidiminin tarihini incelemekte, (pro)feminist
aktivist erkeklerin kadin hareketi ile iliskisine odaklanmakta, bu erkeklerin erkek
ayricaliklarint nasil anlamlandirdiklarina, aktivist miicadele i¢inde karsilagilan
zorluklara ve (pro)feminist miittefik olmanin ne anlama geldigine bakmaktadir
(Cetin-Ayse, 2020; Peretz, 2017, 2020; Messner vd., 2015). Literatiiriin 6énemli bir
kismini olusturan ikinci grup ¢alismalar yiritiilen uygulamalarin ve miidahale
programlarinin katilimcisi olan erkeklere odaklanarak erkeklerin bu uygulamalara
katilma motivasyonlarini, gosterdikleri direngleri, miizakere ettikleri erkeklikleri,
esitlikei miicadele i¢cinde kendilerini nasil konumlandirdiklarini incelemekte ve
uygulama deneyimlerinden ne tir derslerin ¢ikarilabilecegini tartismaktadir
(Casey, 2010; Casey vd., 2017; Chakraborty vd., 2020; Funk, 2006; Gibbs vd.,
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2018; Holmgren ve Hearn, 2009; Peacock ve Barker, 2014; Peretz vd., 2020;
Ratele, 2015; Wells vd., 2013). Literatiirin heniiz gelismekte olan {g¢iinci
grubundaki ¢alismalar ise miidahale programlarina ve bunlarin uygulayicisi olan
STK’lara odaklanarak, miidahalenin hangi diizeylerde gerceklestigini, erkeklerin
katiliminin nasil kavramsallastirildigi ve kurumsallastirildigini ve erkeklerin
katilimini saglamak igin gelistirilen stratejileri incelemektedir (Carlson vd., 2015;
Casey vd., 2012; Flood, 2011; Tolman vd., 2019).

Turkiye’deki literatiire bakildiginda erkeklerin katiliminin hentiz ¢ok sinirlt
sayida akademik ¢alismaya konu oldugu goriiliir. Bu ¢alismalar arasinda en erken
tarithlilerden biri olan Handan Sayer’in (2011) “Toplumsal Cinsiyet Esitligine
Erkeklerin Katilimi” baslikli KSGM uzmanlik tezi konuyla ilgili 6nemli bir giris
niteligindedir. Sayer’in tezinde isledigi temalar olan erkekliklerin sosyo-kiiltiirel
ingasi, erkeklerin toplumsal cinsiyet esitligi ¢abalarina katiliminin Onemi,
erkeklerin katilimi ve cinsiyet esitligi ile 1lgili normlar ve diizenlemeler ve 1yi
Ornekler etrafinda daha kapsamli ve glincel bir rapor ¢alismasi ise Cinsiyet Esitligi
izleme Dernegi'nin (CEID) “Toplumsal Cinsiyet Esitliginin izlenmesi Projesi Faz
IT” kapsaminda Serpil Sancar ve Murat Gog¢-Bilgin (2021) tarafindan
hazirlanmigtir. Murat Gog¢’'tin 2025 yilinda giincelledigi bu raporda Tiirkiye’de
erkeklere yonelik yiiriitillen ¢alismalarin 6zetlendigi bir boliim de bulunur. Ancak
odak noktasini uzun siireli sistematik calismalar olusturdugundan ele alinan
calisma sayist sinirlidir. Bu makalenin bulgularini temel aldig1 arastirma tam da
bu alana katki yapma amaciyla, Tirkiye’de STK’larin erkeklere yonelik
diizenledikleri farkli tiirden (egitim, seminer, atdlye vb.) calismalari, sahadaki
durumu daha ayrintili tarif edebilmek i¢in genis bir agidan ele almaktadir.
Turkiye’de erkeklerin cinsiyet esitligine katidimi odakli yapilacak kapsamli
projeler/arastirmalar ve bu c¢alismalar sayesinde iretilecek ihtiya¢/durum
tespitleri, siphesiz ki Tirkiye’de bu alanda gelismekte olan sinirli akademik
uretimlerin de artmasini saglayacaktir.

2. YONTEM

Bu arastirma ile Turkiye’de erkeklerin cinsiyet esitliginin saglanmasi
calismalarina katiliminda STK’larin gelistirdikleri yaklasimlara,
gerceklestirdikleri miudahalelere, kullandiklar1i yontemlere, karsilastiklari
glcliiklere, uyguladiklart stratejilere ve genel deneyimlerine dair analitik bir
cerceve sunulmasi amaglanmis, bu bulgular tiizerinden erkeklerin cinsiyet
esitligine katilimi odakli yiritilecek c¢alismalar1 giiclendirmek igin Oneriler
sunulmasi hedeflenmistir. Arastirma i¢in etik kurul onay:r Zonguldak Biilent
Ecevit Universitesi insan Arastirmalari Etik Kurulu’'ndan almmmustir. Arastirma
dahilinde Oncelikle Tirkiye’de erkeklere yOnelik yiriitiilen cinsiyet esitligi odakl
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calismalar haritalandirilmistir. Bu haritalama ¢alismasi s0z konusu ¢alismalarin
bir envanterini ¢ikararak c¢aligmalar1 yiriten STK’larin ve ylritilen bu
calismalarin ana hatlarinin ve cografi dagiliminin goriiniir olmasini saglamis ve
arastirmanin sonraki adimi olan STK goriismeleri i¢in bir liste olusturmustur.
Ardindan bu ¢alismalart yiriten STK’larla derinlemesine goriismeler
gerceklestirilmis ve STK’larin bu c¢aligmalarin planlama ve yiritilme
asamalarindaki deneyimlerine odaklanilmistir. Goriismelerde STK’larin
organizasyonel kapasiteleri, fon kaynaklar1 ve kurduklari is birlikleri ile ilgili ve
erkeklere yonelik cinsiyet esitligi calismalarinda karsilastiklar: gii¢liikler, direngler
ve bunlarla bas etmek i¢in gelistirdikleri stratejilerle ilgili bilgiler toplanmaistir.

Haritalama ¢alismasi i¢in 6ncelikle erkeklerin ve oglan ¢ocuklarinin cinsiyet
esitligine katidimina yonelik ¢alismalar yuriitmiis olan (veya yiriitmekte olan)
kurumlar masa basi arastirmayla tespit edilmis ve yuritiilen ¢calismalarin bir listesi
olusturulmustur. Calismalarin derlenmesinde genis bir perspektif Olgiit alinmais,
uluslararas: literatiire hakim olan cinsiyete dayali siddeti 6nleme programlarinin
Otesinde, erkeklerin cinsiyet esitligine katilimina yonelik ¢abalara dair daha genis
bir bakis agis1 ortaya serilmesi amaglanmistir. Bu genis perspektif igerisinde
yalnizca sistematik programlar veya projeler degil, sohbet etkinlikleri, atdlye
calismalari, egitim programlari gibi STK’larin her tiirli miidahalesi ¢alismaya
dahil edilmistir. Ancak, bu kapsamda belirlenen ve listelenen ¢aligsmalardan,
yuritilen ¢alisma siirecinde belirli bir hedef kitlesi olmadig1 anlasilan (6rnegin bir
oturumunda erkekligin de tartisildigr genel igerikli konferanslar) veya erkekleri
interaktif bir sekilde ¢alismaya dahil etmeyen (Ornegin tartisma bolimi
igermeyen, davetli konusmacinin oldugu paneller), dolayisiyla ¢alisma sonrasinda
erkeklerin cinsiyet esitligine ve siddetin 6nlenmesine katilimini saglamaya dair bir
¢ikt1/etki sunmadigr diisiiniilen etkinlikler kapsam dis1 birakilmistir.

Haritalama siirecinde belirlenen ¢alismalarin hangi kurum tarafindan, hangi
ilde/illerde, ne kadar siire yuritildigi; calismalarda neyin amaglandigi, hangi
yOntemin/yontemlerin kullanildigr ve hangi hedef kitlenin belirlendigi gibi
bilgilerin derlenmesi hedeflenmistir. Bu bilgilerin derlenmesi i¢in 6ncelikle hem
kurumlarin web sitelerinin hem de literatiir ve kamusal belgelerin taramasi
yapilmis, gerekli bilgilere bu yolla ulasilamadig1 durumlarda kurumlarla dogrudan
iletisime gecilmistir. Sonug¢ olarak masa basi arastirma ile 13 farkli olusumun
gerceklestirdigi 24 farkli ¢alismaya dair bilgiler elde edilmis ve s6z konusu
calismalara dair bitiinliikli bir derleme hazirlanarak bir veri seti olusturulmustur.
Bu derleme erkeklere yoOnelik ¢aligmalarin tiirii, ¢calismalar1 yiriiten aktorler,
benimsenen metodolojik yaklasimlar, c¢alismalarin toplumsal etkileri ve etki
analizleri gibi alanlar1 yorumlayabilmek i¢in bir kaynak olugturmustur.
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Arastirmanin ikinci adiminda, belirlenen STK c¢alismalarinin nasil
tasarlandigi, hangi hedeflerin gozetildigi, hangi ortakliklarla ilerlendigi, hedef
kitleye nasil ulasildigi, calismanin nasil yuritildigi, calismayla hangi faydalarin
saglandig1 ve hangi giicliiklerle ve direncglerle karsilasildig: gibi konularda detayli
bilgiler toplanmas1 hedeflenmistir. Bu ylizden ¢alismalar1 derlenen STK’lar ile
iletisime ge¢ilmis ve hem kurumsal yaklasimlarint hem de yiirtttiikleri ¢calismalari
detaylandirmalar1 amaciyla derinlemesine gorismeler gergeklestirilmistir.
Gortismeler, yuritilen c¢alismalarin  uygulayicilart  1le  gergeklestirilmis,
¢ogunlukla bu kisiler ayn1 zamanda 1ilgili STK’nin yetkilisi konumunda olan
kisiler olmustur. Bunun yani sira, kimi durumlarda ¢aligsmanin uygulayicisi ve bir
STK yetkilisi, kimi durumlarda ise yuritilen ¢alismanin birden fazla
uygulayicisi/galisant  gOriismeye  beraber  katilmustir. Gortsmelerde
uygulayicilarin ve yetkililerin ¢alisma kapsaminda iistlendikleri gorevlerle uyumlu
olacak sekilde, calismanin tasarlama, planlama, uygulama ve degerlendirme
asamalarina odaklanilmistir. Analiz siirecinde goriismecilerin anlatilar,
calismalara dair nesnel bir etki degerlendirmesi olarak degil, ¢alismalar: ytriiten
ve/veya organize eden STK temsilcilerinin bu ¢alismalar1  nasil
anlamlandirdiklarini ve konumlandirdiklarini gosteren kurumsal anlatilar olarak
ele almmistir. Dolayisiyla ortaya c¢ikmasit beklenen kurumsal ve katilimci
yanliliklarinin analizde en aza indirilmesi i¢in anlatilardaki gerilimler,
tutarsizliklar ve nitel verilerle uyumsuzluklar gibi noktalara dikkat edilmistir.

Gortismelerin biri hari¢ hepsi yazarlar tarafindan yapilmis, goriismecilerin
uygunluguna gore yliz yize veya Zoom uygulamasi iizerinden online olarak
gerceklestirilmistir. Bir gOrlisme arastirmanin bursiyeri tarafindan yiz ylize
yapimistir. Bu noktada arastirmacilarin goriisiillen olusumlardan bazilariyla daha
Onceki c¢alismalari/arastirmalart  tizerinden kurduklart 1iligkilerin  sahay1
kolaylastiran ama bir yandan da veri toplama/yorumlama bigcimine etkilerde
bulunabilecek bir dinamik oldugu g6z ardi edilmemelidir. Hem bu iligkilerin hem
de gorismeler Oncesinde hazirlanan haritalama raporunun etkisiyle goriisme
esnasinda temsil edilen STK nin yirittiigii calismalara dair daha seffaf, kapsamli
ve detayl1 veri elde edilebildigi diigstintilebilir. Ayn1 zamanda goriismecilerin onay1
ile tim gorismelerin sesli olarak kayit altina alinabilmesi, yine arastirmacilarin
konumunun sagladig1 bir avantaj olmustur. Ote yandan toplumsal cinsiyet ve
erkeklik calismalari alanlarinda calisan bir kadin bir erkek arastirmacinin bu
alanlarda micadele veren olusumlarla karsilasma hallerinin, hem temsil edilen
olusumu ve gergeklestirilen ¢alismay1 anlatma bigciminde hem de bu paylasimlarin
asagidaki haliyle siiflandirilarak tartisma bigiminde olas1 etkileri, tipki her nitel
calismada oldugu gibi yadsinamaz.
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Gortismeler i¢cin hazirlanan yart yapilandirilmis soru formu iizerinden
Oncelikle gortsilen kurum hakkinda genel bilgiler elde edilmis, kurumun
hedefinin, hedef kitlesinin, yurittigi c¢alismalarin, fon kaynaklarmmin ve is
birliklerinin neler oldugunun 6grenilmesi amac¢lanmistir. Daha sonra erkeklerin
ve oglan ¢ocuklarmin cinsiyet esitliine katilimina dair ¢alismalar1 hakkinda
sorular yoneltilmis ve bu ¢alismalarla nelerin hedeflendigi, bu hedefe yonelik
Goriisme formunun sonraki kisimlart bu caligmalarin i¢ aktorlerine (STK
yoOneticisi, proje yuriitiiclisii, proje asistan1 vb.), dis aktorlerine (uzman, danisman,
isbirlikgiler vb.) ve katilimcilarina ayri ayrt odaklanmis, bu aktOrlerin ve
katilimcilarin iliskilerine ve ¢alismadaki etki ve deneyimlerine dair konular
detaylandiridmigtir.  Yuritilen c¢alismalarin  sonrasindaki genel gorislere
odaklanan sorular ise alinan olumlu/olumsuz geri bildirimleri, ¢alismalarin genel
toplumsal etkilerine ve ¢alismalarin sayisinin artmasi i¢in neler yapilabilecegine
dair gorusleri, ¢alismalarin hangi temalarda ve hangi hedef gruplara yonelik
surdiirilmesi gerektigine dair fikirleri 6grenmeye odaklanmistir.

Arastirmada daha Once haritalama c¢alismasinda derlenen 24 calismadan
toplam 19 tanesi i¢cin STK’lar ile gorismeler gergeklestirilmistir. Haritalama
calismasinda derlenen ancak yetkili kisiye ulagilamayan veya iletisime gegildikten
sonra goriisme onay1 ve/veya randevusu alinamayan ¢alismalar i¢cin goriismeler
gerceklestirilememistir. Goriisme yapilan c¢alismalardan bazilar1 aynt STK
tarafindan yuratildigi icin bu calismalar hakkinda veriler tek bir goriisme
tzerinden toplanmistir. Asagida hem haritalama ¢alismasinin hem de yapilan

derinlemesine goriismelerin sundugu bulgular “yaklasimlar”, “miidahaleler” ve
“deneyimler ve Oneriler” basliklar1 altinda tartismaya ag¢ilacaktir.

3. ERKEKLERIN  CINSIYET  ESIiTLIGi MUCADELESINE
KATILIMINDA STK YAKLASIMLARI, MUDAHALELERI,
DENEYIMLERI VE ONERILER

Erkeklerin ve oglan ¢ocuklarinin cinsiyet esitligine katilimi odakli ¢alismalar
yuriiten gruplara/orgiitlere odaklanan arastirmalarin pek ¢ogu, erkeklerin
katiliminin saglanmasi i¢in uygulanan yontemleri, erkeklerden gelen direngleri,
direngler karsisinda uygulanan stratejileri ve yuritilen ¢alismalarin etki alanlarini
goriniir kilip tartismaya a¢gmaktadir (bkz. Carlson vd., 2015; Casey vd., 2012;
Flood, 2011, 2015, 2019; Tolman vd., 2019). Bu arastirmada da STK
miidahaleleri odak alinmis ve yukarida detaylandirilan yontemler araciligiyla
toplanan veriler STK yaklasimlarini belirleyebilecek, STK deneyimlerini (6zellikle
karsilasilan destek ve direngleri) gOriiniir kilabilecek ve erkeklerin cinsiyet
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esitligine katilimini arttirmaya yonelik miidahalelerin artmasi/giigclenmesi igin
gelistirilen Onerileri sunabilecek bir odakla tartismaya agilmaistir.

Gergeklestirilen haritalama c¢alismast 1s18inda, Tirkiye'de erkeklerin
cinsiyet esitligine katilimi odakli ¢alisma yiriten STK’larin illere gore dagilimini
ve yuritiilen ¢alismalar kapsaminda Tirkiye’de hangi illere ulasildigini gérmek
amaciyla asagida paylasilan Tiirkiye haritalar1 hazirlanmistir.! Haritalar, bu
alanda calisma yapan kurumlarin hangi sehirlerde yogunlastigini gostermesinin
yant sira yuritilen c¢alismalarin kurumlarin bulundugu sehirlerle sinirli
kalmadigini gostermesi agisindan bir karsilastirma sunmaktadir. Harita 1’de,
Turkiye’de erkeklerin cinsiyet esitligine katilimi odakli ¢alisma yiiriiten STKlarin
daha ¢ok istanbul ve Ankara’da, bunlarin disinda ise ¢ogu biiyiik sehir olan smirli
alanlarda yogunlastig1 gorilmektedir. Harita 2’de ise bu STK’lardan bazilarinin
Turkiye ¢apinda galismalar yurittigii ve pek ¢ok farkli ili hedef belirledikleri
anlasilmaktadir. Bu haritada ytritilen ¢alismalar kapsaminda biiytlik sehirlerin
yant sira Dogu Karadeniz Bolgesi, Gilineydogu Anadolu Bolgesi gibi farkli
bolgelerdeki sehirlere de ulasildig1 goriilmektedir. Yine de yapilan ¢alismalarin
azlig1 ve olast etkilerinin gorece sinirlt oldugu soylenebilir. Siphesiz ki hem
erkeklerin cinsiyet esitligine iliskin algilarint olumlu yonde degistirmek i¢in hem
de daha esitlik¢i alternatif erkeklik pratiklerinin normatif pratiklerle bas edebilme
stratejileri gelistirebilmek icin (Shefer, 2014) bu tarz ¢alismalarin ¢ok daha fazla
yapilmasina ihtiyag¢ vardir.

Harita.1: Erkeklerin Cinsiyet Esitligine Katiltmi Odakli Calisma Yiiriiten
STK’larin Sayilara Gore Dagilimi

Erkeklerin Cinsiyet Esitligine Kahlimi Odakh Calisma
Yuriten STK'lann Sayilara Gére Dagiimi
W istanbul 5
M Ankara 3
W Mersin2
izmir, Mardin, Zonguldak 1

Craated with mapchort nel

! Caligmalarin yiirtitiildiigii yerlere dair sadece il sayisi verilen veya sadece bdlge belirtilen ¢aligmalar
haritaya dahil edilememistir.
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Harita.2: Erkeklerin Cinsiyet Egitligine Katilimi1 Odakli Yiiriitilen STK
Calismalarmin Kapsadig illere Gore Dagilima

Haritalama ¢alismasinda ytrittiikleri programlara dair bilgileri derlenen (ve
Harita 1’de konumlandirilan) 13 olusumun i¢inde sekiz dernek, iki vakif, bir
uluslararas1 orgiit, bir kent konseyi ve bir bagimsiz inisiyatif yer almaktadir.
Yirttilen (ve etki alan1 Harita 2’de gosterilen) bu programlar atolye ¢alismalari,
atolye caligmasi tiretme ve yayginlastirma, uzun siireli veya tek giinliik egitimler,
egitici egitimleri, igerik Giretme ve yayginlastirma, erkek erkege veya karma sohbet
etkinlikleri ve belirli yas gruplarina yoOnelik farkindalik etkinliklerinden
olusmaktadir. Asagida Oncelikle STK’larin  midahale programlarinda
uyguladiklart stratejiler ve etki alanlar1 6zelinde farkli yaklasimlarla ilerleyerek
erkeklerin cinsiyet esitligine katilimina yonelik miidahalelerde bulunma ¢abalari
ele almacaktir.

STK Yaklasimlari

Arastirma boyunca erkeklerin cinsiyet esitli§ine katillmina yoOnelik
caligmalar yiuriten STK’larin kimi noktalarda ortaklasip kimi noktalarda
farklilastig1 gorilmiistiir. Bu durum STK’lar1 ve yaklasimlarini ¢esitli 6zellikleri
tizerinden siniflandirarak analiz etmeyi zorlastirmaktadir. Hem haritalama
calismasindaki hem gorismelerdeki bulgular g6z 6niinde bulunduruldugunda,
STK’larin profillerinin yonetim kurulu tyeleri, genel hedefleri, finansman
kaynaklari, cografi faaliyet alanlari, is birlikleri, uygulanan faaliyet tiirleri ve
benimsenen stratejiler agisindan Onemli Olgiide farklilik goOsterdigi ortaya
¢ikmakta, bu farkliliklarin yani sira bazi STK’larin kimi noktalarda benzerlikler
tasidig1 goriulmektedir. Haritalama ve goriisme bulgularina dayanarak bu
farkliliklarin ve benzerliklerin, cinsiyet esitligi cabalarina yonelik yaklasimlari ve
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erkeklerin bu girisimlere katilimini Onemli Ol¢lide etkiledigi sOylenebilir.
Farkliliklar ve benzerlikler izerinden bir siniflandirma yapmak gerekirse, bes STK
tarafindan kurumsal yaklasim benimsenirken, sekiz STK’nin daha tipik bir taban
odakli yaklagim benimsedigi 6ne stirtilebilir.

STK’lar tarafindan benimsenen kurumsal yaklasimn belirgin 6zellikleri su
sekilde Ozetlenebilir: Uzun siireli programlarini biiyiik fonlar sayesinde genis bir
cografyaya yayarak strdirebilen bu STK’larin yirittikleri ¢alismalarda
programlar c¢ogunlukla sirketlerdeki insan Kaynaklar1 birimleri tarafindan
yuritildigi icin calismalarin uygulanmasi daha rahat ilerleyebilmektedir. Erkek
katilimcilar1 bulmak daha kolaydir ¢iinkii bu STK’lar oncelikle sirket ve is
insanlarindan olusan aglar tizerinden ilerlemektedirler. Ornegin, genellikle
sirketlere, kendilerine 6nemli bir finans kaynag1 olan egitim programlar: satmakta
veya Ucretli egitim verecek uzman saglamaktadirlar. Dolayisiyla bu programlara
erkeklerin katilimi gonilli olmaktan ziyade zorunlu olma egilimindedir. Bu
durumda, STK tarafindaki uygulayicilarin gézlemlerine dayanarak, katilimcilarin
cinsiyet 1iliskilerini ve gli¢ dinamiklerini elestirel bir sekilde sorgulama
motivasyonunun gonilli katilimcilara kiyasla daha diisiik olabilecegi iddia
edilebilir. Bu 6zellige baglh olarak, program sonunda katilimci degerlendirmesi
yapmak gorece daha kolaydir ¢lnki degerlendirmeyi tamamlamayan
katilimcilarin takibini insan Kaynaklari birimi iizerinden yapmak miimkiindiir.
Ote yandan, goriismelerden elde edilen verilere gore, bu STK larin, yiiriittiikleri
calismalar konusunda daha sinirlt bir 6z degerlendirme sergileme egiliminde
olduklar1 sGylenebilir. Ayrica bu miidahaleler, karar alma stiregleri gibi sirket i¢i
cinsiyet iliskilerinin daha zorlu yonlerine odaklanmamaktadir. Bunun yerine, ofis
ortamindaki kisilerarasi iligkileri degistirmeyi hedef almaktadir. Kurumsal
yaklasimda c¢ogunlukla cinsiyet esitsizliklerini yeniden treten giinliik
davranislarin mikro dinamiklerini ortaya serme ve dontiistiirme ¢abasi mevcuttur.
Son ve 6nemli bir nokta olarak bu STK'lar, erkekleri de ataerkil diizenin kurbani
olarak konumlandirarak, yani ataerkil normlarin iireticisi olma konumlarini geri
plana atarak, esitsizlige dayali toplumsal diizende erkeklerin de ezilme pratiklerini
deneyimlediginden hareketle, feminizme karsi aragsal denebilecek bir yaklasim
benimsemektedirler.

STK’larin bu yaklasimlari, her ne kadar bu makalenin dogrudan odagi
olmasa da 1990’lardan itibaren gelisen feminist STK’lasma ve piyasalasma
literatirindeki tartismalar tizerinden distiniilebilir. Kadin hareketi aktOrlerinin
Orgiitlenmesini resmilestiren ve feminist sivil toplumun profesyonellesme,
kurumsallasma ve biirokratiklesme egilimini ortaya seren STK’lasma (NGO-
ization) sureci (Lang, 2023), hem bir “neoliberal yonetim bicimi” seklinde
isleyerek aktivizmi piyasalastirmis hem de profesyonellesme yoluna giden
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Orgiitlere fon arayisi, zorunlu bilirokratik iliskiler, siyasi ¢atismalar/is birlikleri gibi
yeni pratikler iizerinden “aktivist tikenmiglik” denebilecek etkiler yaratmistir
(Ana, 2023). Cinsiyet esitligi aktivizminin tarihsel doniisimiine isaret eden bu
sire¢, kurumsal yaklasima sahip STK’larin biyik fonlar alma, insan
kaynaklariyla is birligi, program/egitim satma veya tlcretli uzman saglama gibi
Ozellikleriyle cinsiyet ¢alismalarinin piyasalasma dinamikleri izerinden
STK’lasma kavraminin olumlu/olumsuz getirileri 1s1§1nda tartismaya agilabilir.

Kurumsal yaklagimdan farkli olarak, daha dontstirici oldugu iddia
edilebilecek taban odakli yaklasim i¢in ise su belirgin 6zelliklerden bahsedilebilir:
Kuruluslarin temel strdirtlebilirligini destekleyen, ¢ogunlukla AB’den gelen
daha sinirli fonlardir. Bu kategorideki STK’larin bazilar1 LGBTi+ dernekleridir
ve/veya LGBTi+ haklarina yonelik calismalari da olan olusumlardir. Bu sebeple
gortuntrliikklerinin ve operasyonel kapasitelerinin sinirlanabildigi ve bu durumun
bu STK’larin yasadigi temel zorluk oldugu anlasilmaktadir. Bahsi gecen STK’larin
aglar1 oOncelikli olarak yerel ittifaklardan ve wulusal feminist Orgiitlerden
olusmaktadir. Bu ittifaklar1 dikkatli bir sekilde yoneterek ve nispeten diisiik bir
profil sergileyerek etkili ¢alismalar yiritmektedirler. Bu yiizden bu STK’lar,
barolar ve tabip odalar1 gibi gesitli yerel orgiitlerdeki feminist kadinlarla is
birliginin 6nemini vurgulamaktadir. Bu yerel gruplarla stratejik ittifaklar, olas1
baskilara karst STK’lara bir koruma alami saglamaktadir. Taban odakli
yaklasimda, biitce kisitlamalari nedeniyle, giiclii bir ihtiya¢ hissedilmesine
ragmen, erkeklere odaklanan wuzun vadeli, yapilandirimis programlar
uygulanamamaktadir. Ayrica kurumsal yaklasima sahip STK’larin aksine, bu
STK’lar kendi katilimcilarini1 kendileri bulmak/se¢mek zorundadir; bu nedenle
cesitli asamalarda (Ornegin, katilimcilara ulasma veya onlar1 programlara dahil
etme) farkli aktorlerden gelen zorluklarla ve direnglerle karsilagsmaktadirlar. Son
olarak, bu STK’larin hedef gruplarina ait profili daha yakindan tanidiklar1 ve
diizenledikleri faaliyetler sonunda daha fazla 6z degerlendirme yaptiklar
sOylenebilir.

STK’larin bu iki farkli yaklasimina ve bunlarin getirdigi zorluklara ve
avantajlara ragmen, tim STK’larin karsilastig1 bazi ortak direng¢ bigimlerini 6n
plana ¢ikarmak da 6nemlidir. Ciinkii bu direngler, erkeklerin toplumsal cinsiyet
esitligiyle nasil iliski kurduguna dair 6nemli noktalara dikkat g¢ekmektedir.
Ornegin, cogu STK erkeklerin genellikle cinsiyet esitligini (ve feminizmi) bir
“kadin meselesi” olarak algiladigini belirtmigstir. Erkekler genellikle kendilerini
esit bir diinyaya katkida bulunmaktan sorumlu gérmemektedir. Bunun yani sira,
erkeklerin kendilerini esitsizligin failleri olarak gOérmemelerinin ¢ok yaygin
oldugu, bunun yerine “diger erkekleri” sorumlu gordiikler1 siklikla 6ne ¢ikmustir.
Erkeklerin toplumsal cinsiyet esitsizlifinden kisisel olarak sorumlu
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hissetmedikleri anlasilmaktadir. Bazi STK’lar, trans erkeklerin erkeklik
anlayiglarini tartismanin da Onemini vurgularken bir¢ogunun esitlige 6nemli
engeller teskil eden normatif eril uygulamalara ve tutumlara bagh kaldigini
belirtmistir. Esitlik adina harekete ge¢mek isteyen erkeklerin oldugu, ancak ne
yapacaklarindan veya nereden baslayacaklarindan emin olmadiklarr siklikla
vurgulanmis, bu noktada STK miidahalelerinin rehberlik saglamadaki degeri 6ne
cikmistir. Son olarak, bazi erkeklerin esitlige dogru degisime acik olduklari, ancak
diger erkeklerin kendilerini yargilamasindan korktuklari i¢in bu yonde bir ¢aba
gostermekten ¢ekindikleri dikkat ¢ekmistir.

STK Miidahaleleri

Bu ¢alismada, STK’larin cinsiyet esitli§inin saglanmasi ve cinsiyet temelli
siddetin Onlenmesi amaciyla erkeklere yonelik yurittiklert ¢alismalar
“miidahale” terimi ile ele alinmaktadir. Sivil toplum jargonunda yaygin olarak
kullanilan miidahale terimi, yayginligin1 koruyan hiyerarsik ve ayrimci cinsiyet
normlarmma ve davranislarina midahale ederek toplumsal degisimi saglama
cagristmiyla baglantili olarak, bu arastirmada da farkli tiirden faaliyetleri ortak
niteliklerine vurgu yaparak tanimlamak i¢in kullanilmistir. Erkeklerin cinsiyet
esitligine ve siddetin dnlenmesine katilimina yonelik ¢alisan inisiyatifleri analiz
ettigi makalesinde Flood (2011), inisiyatiflerin miidahale diizeylerini su alt1 baslik
tizerinden smiflandirir: (1) bireysel bilgi ve becerilerin gliclendirilmesi, (2) topluluk
egitimlerinin tesvik edilmesi, (3) egiticilerin egitilmesi, (4) topluluklarin tesvik
edilmesi, giiclendirilmesi ve harekete gecirilmesi (5) Orgiitsel pratikleri
cesitlendirmek, (6) politikalar: ve mevzuatlar etkilemek. Flood un siniflandirmasi
tzerinden bakildiginda, Tirkiye’de bu alanda ¢alismalar yiiriten STK'’larin
girisimlerinin 6zellikle i1lk bes maddeyle ortiistiigli sOylenebilir. Politikalar1 ve
mevzuatlar etkilemek noktasinda ise bu ¢alismalarin ne derece etkili oldugunun
bu arastirma dahilinde yorumlanmasi giigtiir.

Yapilan haritalama ¢alismasi tizerinden STK miudahaleleri biitiinliikla bir
sekilde incelendiginde, erkeklere yonelik cinsiyet esitligi odakli ¢calismalar yiriiten
kurumlarin ulastiklar1 ve etki ettikleri alan itibariyla birbirlerinden farklilastiklar
gorilmektedir. STK’larin biiyiik cogunlugunun (6zellikle taban odakli yaklasima
sahip olanlarin) kisitli biitgeye sahip olmalarindan kaynakli olabilecegi goriismeler
esnasinda ortaya ¢ikan sebeplerden otirii Tirkiye ¢apinda yapilan kapsamli
calismalarin az oldugu, pek ¢ok calismanin yerel diizeyde (ilgili kurumun
bulundugu kentte) etkili olma hedefiyle yola ¢iktig1 anlasiimaktadir. Calismalarin
biyik ¢ogunlugu devamliligt olmayan tek seferlik etkinlikler olarak
gerceklesmektedir. Literatiirde bu calismalarin 6énemi yadsinmamakla birlikte
kugiik 6lgekli ve kisa vadeli olmasi sebebiyle dikkate deger buytkliikte bir kitleyi
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doniistirmedeki etkisi bir elestiri noktast olmakta ve uzun slreye yayilan
caligmalarin 6nemi vurgulanmaktadir (bkz. Peacock ve Barker, 2014). Tirkiye’de
bir haftadan fazla siirecek sekilde planlanan midahalelere ne yazik ki az
rastlanmaktadir. Mevcut haliyle erkekleri hedefleyen ¢alismalarin heniiz oldukc¢a
az kisiye ulastig1, dar kapsamli ve kisa 6miirlii oldugu gorilmektedir.

Yiritilen ¢aligmalarin az sayida ve dar kapsamli olmasinin nedenlerinden
birinin sirlt iggiici ve uzmanlik oldugu soOylenebilir. Hem haritalama
caligmasinda hem de goriismelerde 6ne ¢ikan bir nokta, Tiirkiye’de erkeklik odakli
calismalarin siirl bir kadro tarafindan yuratildagi olmustur. Elestirel Erkeklik
Calismalari’nin olduk¢a az kisinin uzmanlik gelistirdigi bir alan olmasi, 6zellikle
egitim odakli miidahale ¢alismalarinda sinirli insan kaynagi iizerinden sinirli
girisimlerde bulunulmasina sebep olmaktadir. Haritalama siirecinde kapasite
gelistirme amagli ¢ok az sayida ¢alismaya rastlanmis olmasi da bu smirliligi
yansitan ve alanin gelismeye ve genislemeye ihtiya¢ duydugunu destekleyecek bir
veri olarak diisiintilebilir.

Erkeklerin cinsiyet esitligi miicadelesine katilimina yonelik c¢alismalar
yuriten kurumlar, her ne kadar erkeklerin ve erkekligin cinsiyet esitligi nezdinde
dontisimii  hedefiyle yola ¢iksalar da gergeklestirdikleri ¢aligmalardaki
katilimcilar1 kimi durumlarda sadece erkeklerden, kimi durumlarda ise karma
cinsiyetlerden sectikleri gOriilmistiir. Birinde erkeklerin kendi aralarinda daha
Once ¢ok da konusmadiklart bir mesele olan erkeklik {izerine konusup
disinmesinin Onemine Oncelik verilirken, digerinde erkeklerin erkekligi diger
cinsiyetlerle de konusmasinin ve tartismaya a¢gmasinin anlamli oldugu fikri 6ne
¢ikmaktadir. Bu durum, gerceklestirilen miidahalelerde cinsiyet esitli§ine yonelik
dontisim i¢in 1ki farkli yontemin de benimsendigini gostermekle beraber
hangisinin erkeklerin esitlik yoniinde dontisimiinde daha etkili oldugu tartismaya
aciktir.

STK temsilcileri ile gergeklestirilen goriismelerden hareketle, miidahale
programlarinda atdlye/sohbet tlriindeki ¢alismalarin ¢oklugu, erkeklerin
birbirleriyle (ve/veya kadinlarla) konusmalarinin ve etkilesimlerinin déniisim
i¢in 6nemli bir yontemsel ara¢ oldugu diisiincesinin yayginligini géstermektedir.
Bunun yani sira, c¢alismalarin neredeyse tamaminin yetiskin erkekleri
hedefleyecek sekilde yuritiildiigi, oglan ¢cocuklarina yonelik ¢calismalarin oldukc¢a
az oldugu dikkat ¢ekmektedir. Yetiskin erkeklerin hedef oldugu c¢alismalarda
babaligin doniisimiiniin ya dogrudan ya da genel ¢alisma igerisinde pek ¢ok
odaktan biri olarak 6nemsendigi goriilmektedir. Bu odak noktasinin dncelenmesi,
uluslararas: literatiirde de dikkat ¢eken bir olgudur (bkz. Allen ve Daly, 2007;
Wells vd., 2013). Ornegin, Wells ve arkadaslarinin (2013) erkekligin cinsiyet
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esitligi nezdinde olumlu doniisimiine yonelik etkili olan alanlari belirlemek i¢in
yaptiklart kapsamli literatiir taramasinda ilk siray1 “babalarin katilimi” alir. Bu
odagin Tiurkiye’deki c¢alismalarda da Onemsendigi yapilan haritalama
calismasinda gorilmektedir.

Son olarak mevcut ¢aligmalara dair web sitesi gibi mecralar araciligiyla
kamuya agik bilgi paylasimlarinda eksiklikler oldugu gozlemlenmistir. Yiritilen
caligmalarla 1ilgili bazi temel bilgiler ¢alismalarin paylasildigi metinlerde
bulunmamaktadir. Yiritilmis caligmalarin degerlendirmelerinin yapildig rapor
gibi belgelere erisim ise istisnai durumlarda mevcuttur. Bu durumun ¢alismalar
arasi etkilesimi ve birbirinden 6grenmeyi sinirli hale getirdigi sdylenebilir.

STK Deneyimleri ve Oneriler

STK’lar ¢aligmalarint yiritiirken hem destekleyici dinamiklerle hem de
cesitli direnglerle karsilasmaktadir. Paylasimlar, destegin genellikle i¢ ve dis
aktorlerin (ve bazen katilimcilarin) giivenli bir ortam olusturabilmesi, saglikli bir
tartisma yuritebilmesi ve bununla baglantili olarak egitim/etkinlik stire¢lerinin iyi
yonetilmesinden dogdugunu gostermektedir. Bu noktada wuygulayicilarin,
katilimci erkekleri kazanmak i¢in elestirel veya suglayici bir dil kullanmak yerine
empati igeren ve duygusal olarak yakin bir yaklasim sergilemeyi stratejik olarak
benimsemeleri dikkat cekicidir. Ote yandan, direnglerin STK’lar i¢in cogunlukla
yapisal ve givenlik kaynakli olabildigi gorilmektedir. STK yapist ve fon
kaynaklar1 (insan kaynagi eksikligi, siirdiiriilebilirlik sorunlari, fon bagimlilig,
politik baski vb.), direng yaratabilen temel alanlar olarak goriiniir olmustur.

Erkeklerden geldigi belirtilen ortak diren¢ big¢imleri ise onlarin cinsiyet
esitligiyle nasil bir iliski kurduguna dair 6nemli noktalar1 ortaya sermektedir. Cogu
STK, daha 6nce deginildigi gibi erkeklerin cinsiyet esitligini (ve feminizmi) bir
“kadin meselesi” olarak gorme egiliminde oldugunu ve kendilerini esit bir
diinyaya katkida bulunmaktan sorumlu gormediklerini Ozellikle belirtmistir.
Erkeklerin kendilerini cinsiyet esitsizliginin failleri olarak diisiinmeme ve
esitsizlige dayali diizenin sorumlulugunu genellikle “diger erkeklere” veya dis
faktorlere atma egilimler1 yiiksektir. Ayrica, degisime agik olan bazi1 erkeklerin bile
diger erkeklerin kendilerini yargilamasindan ¢ekindikleri i¢in ¢aba gostermekten
geri durabilmeleri ve/veya esitlik admna harekete geg¢mek isteyip ne
yapacaklarindan veya nereden baslayacaklarindan emin olamamalart dikkat
cekicidir. Bu noktalar, erkeklerin cinsiyet esitligine Kkatilimina yonelik
miidahalelerde karsilasilan erkeklik direnglerine dair tespitlerde basi ¢eken 6nemli
noktalar olmakla beraber, cinsiyet esitligine engel teskil eden normatif eril
uygulamalarin ve tutumlarin trans erkekler tarafindan da beslenebildigi,
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kadmlarin oldugu karma gruplarda erkeklerin erkeklik deneyimlerine dair
konusmaktan sakindigi, babaligin Ogretilecek bir sey olmadigi diisiincesinin
yayginligt ve cinsiyet esitli§i miicadelesine katilima yonelik midahale
programlarinin olumlu etkilerinin erkekler i¢in kisa siireli olabildigi ve kalici
doniisimlere olanak taniyamadigr gibi durumlar yine STK’larin yurittikleri
miidahale programlari esnasinda diren¢ olarak ele alinan gigliikkler olarak
karsimiza ¢ikmaktadir.

STK goriismelerinde, yukarida ele alinan son maddeyle de iliskili olarak,
hem erkeklerin cinsiyet esitliine katilimini hedefleyen c¢alismalarin erkekler
tzerindeki etkisini kalici kilmak hem de kapsamli ve uzun siireli ¢alismalarin
sayisini artirip bu ¢alismalarin siirdiiriilebilirligini saglamak i¢in neler yapilmasi
gerektigine dair gesitli Oneriler ortaya ¢ikmistir. Bu Onerilerin basinda 1srarli
savunuculuk, farkli gruplarla is birlikleri gelistirme ve yeni politikalar liretme
ihtiyaci gelmektedir. Gortismelerde esitsizlikten beslenen ve esitsizligi besleyen
cezasizlik politikalarina karst israrlt bir sekilde miicadele verilmesi gerektigi
siklikla ele alinmig, her alanda ne erkegin ne de kadinin iktidarini savunmak
tzerinden bir politika giidiilmesi gerektigi vurgulanmistir. Bu baglamda yerel
yOnetimlerle (ve Ozellikle muhtarlarla) ve her kentte bulunan tniversitelerle
kurulabilecek is birliklerine yOonelik ihtiyaca dikkat ¢ekilmistir. Cinsiyet esitliginin
ve erkekligin esitlik yoniinde donlisimiiniin yayginlastirilmasi i¢in sosyolog,
psikolog, avukat, sosyal hizmet uzmani gibi uzman destekleri ve goniilliler
araciligiyla bir danigsmanlik merkezi kurulmasi gibi hizmetlerin ve avukat
adaylari, taksiciler, beyaz yakali is¢iler, siginma evi ¢alisanlari gibi spesifik meslek
gruplarina yonelik destek programlarmin gerekliligi 6n plana ¢ikmistir. Kurum
politikalarina “sizmaya” yonelik ihtiya¢ da vurgulanmais, tiim kurumlarda ise yeni
girenler i¢in cinsiyet esitli§i zorunlu egitimi verilmesi Onerilmis, bunun i¢in de
ozellikle 6zel sirketler lizerinde bir bask1 politikasi uygulanabilecegi ele alinmastir.

Bunun yani sira dogrudan erkekleri ele alan veya erkeklerin yapmasi
gerektigi vurgulanan cesitli Oneriler 6ne sirilmiistiir. Ornegin, erkeklerin
dezavantajli gruplarin deneyimlerini anlamalarina yonelik uygulamalara
yogunlasilabilecegi ve erkeklerin de erkeklikten zarar gordigiine dair farkindalik
yaratacak uygulamalar gelistirilebilecegi ele almmistir. Bu ve benzeri
uygulamalarin gerceklestirilmesi 1i¢in stratejik olarak berberler, camiler,
kahvehaneler gibi erkeklerin bulundugu homososyal mekanlarin tercih edilmesi
gerektigi Onerilmistir. Ayrica basta bu tarz mekanlar olmak tizere tiim mecralarda
esitlige yonelik etkili ve akilda kalici sloganlar iiretilerek kampanyalar yiiriitiilmesi
gerektigi bir ihtiya¢ olarak sunulmustur. Bu kampanyalarin cinsiyete dair
rivayetlerin ve bilgi kirliliginin 6niine gegmek i¢in de etkili olabilecegi ve 6zellikle
sosyal medya araciligryla yaygmlastirilabilecegi vurgulanmistir. Ote yandan
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erkeklerin esitlige duyarli hemcinsleri onciligiinde bir araya gelip erkeklik ve
esitlik tizerine konusmalari gerektigi dile getirilmis, bunun da 6tesinde daha 6nce
midahale programlarina katilan erkeklerin kendi olusumlarini kurmasinin,
mimkiinse derneklesmesinin ve ilgili alandaki ¢alismalar1 stirdiirmesinin énemi
vurgulanmis ve bunun i¢in miidahaleyi gergeklestiren STK’larin aracilik
edebilecegi Oneri olarak sunulmustur.

Goriigsmelerde mevcut STK miudahalelerinin gelistirilmesi yoniinde de
cesitli oOneriler ortaya ¢ikmistir. Ornegin, miidahale programlarini ve/veya
kampanyalari yiiriitebilmek i¢in finansal destek sunabilecek kurumlarla erkenden
(senelik biitge planlamalarini yapmadan Once) iletisime gegilmesi ve biitgelerine
dahil olunmasi, ¢alismalarin daha kapsamli ve uzun soluklu olmas1 i¢in 6nemli
bir Oneri olarak sunulmustur. Ayrica miidahale programlarina katilan erkek
sayisinin az olabildiginden hareketle, bu sayiy1 artirmak i¢in boélgeyi taniyan
profesyonellerden kesinlikle destek alinmas1 gerektigi Onerilmistir.

Erkeklerin cinsiyet esitli§i miicadelesine dahil olmalarinin veya esitlik
yOoniindeki dontisimlerinin kalic1 olabilmesi i¢in babalik rollerine ve baba-¢ocuk
(6zellikle baba-ogul) iliskilerine dair yapilacak ¢alismalarin artmasi gerektigine
yOnelik vurgular bir diger 6nemli nokta olmustur. Erkeklerde cinsiyet esitligi
farkindaliginin uzun siireli olmast ve yeni nesillere aktarilmasi i¢cin dogrudan
babalik kimliginin esitlik yoniinde doniisiimiine dair ¢calismalar yapilabilecegi (ve
yapilmasi gerektigi), hem dogrudan babalik {izerine ¢alisan hem de miidahale
calismalarinda babalig1 da giindemlerine alan STK’lar tarafindan siklikla dile
getirilmistir. Bu sebeple erkeklerin ve babalarin erkeklik ve babalik iizerine
disinip konusmalarint saglayacak ortamlarin yaratilabilecegi ve babalarin
cocuklartyla birlikte katilabilecekleri sosyal etkinlikler diizenlemenin etkili
olabilecegi vurgulanmistir.

Erkeklerin cinsiyet esitligine ve siddetin dnlenmesine katilimini artirmak
ve bu alandaki ¢alismalari giiclendirmek i¢in neler yapilabilecegine dair ortaya
c¢ikan bu Oneriler, 6te yandan bazi ihtiyaglarin goriiniirligiinii de beraberinde
getirmektedir. Zira STK goriismelerinde ortaya ¢ikan en 6nemli bulgulardan biri,
yuritilen ¢alismalarin bazi eksikliklerden dolay1 etkisiz kalabildigi veya tekrar
edilemez oldugu, aymi sekilde yuritilmek istenen c¢alismalarin da fikir
asamasinda kalabildigi yoniinde olmustur. STK paylasimlar 1s1§inda erkeklerin
cinsiyet esitligine katilimini saglamak ve bu alandaki calismalari artirmak igin
nelere ihtiya¢ olduguna dair tespitlerin basinda erkeklerle ¢alismaya yonelik
egitim materyallerinin gelistirilmesi, erkeklerle ¢alisacak egitimli insan kaynaginin
genisletilmesi ve erkeklerin cinsiyet esitligine katilimina yonelik c¢alismalari
destekleyecek fon kaynaklarinin artirlmasit ve/veya bu c¢alismalart
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destekleyen/destekleyebilecek fon kaynaklarinin goriniirliigiiniin ve yayiliminin
saglanmas1 gelmektedir. Bunlarin yam1 sira gergeklestirilen miudahale
programlarinin tekrarimin/stirekliliginin saglanmasi, erkeklerin cinsiyet esitli§ine
katilimina yonelik ¢alisan STK’lar arasi iletisim ve haberlesme agmnin
gelistirilmesi ve erkeklerin cinsiyet esitligine katilimina yonelik ¢alisacak daha
fazla STK’ya alan ac¢ilmasi siklikla dile getirilmistir. Erkeklerin cinsiyet esitligine
katilimma yonelik hali hazirda yapilmis olan ¢aligmalarin gorintrliginin
saglanmasi da ihtiya¢ olarak vurgulanan noktalardan biri olmustur.

Tum bu deneyimler, 6neriler ve ihtiyaglar, cinsiyet esitliginin saglanmasi
cabalarma erkekleri stratejik ve doniistiirticii bir sekilde dahil etmenin 6nemine
olan inang¢ tzerinden paylasiimis ve ele alinmistir. Erkekler ve erkeklik odakli
yuritilen yerel ve kiiresel ¢alismalar da genel olarak cinsiyet esitliginin 6nemine
dikkat ¢cekmenin Otesine gecerek erkekligi dontstiriicii kapsamli yaklasimlar
benimsemenin ve ataerkil ve zararli normlari doniistirmenin 6nemini ortaya
sermistir (bkz. AWID, 2004; Hewson-Munro ve McCook, 2023; Ruxton, 2009).
Bu dontlisim, hem kadinlar ve kiz ¢ocuklar1 i¢in hem de erkeklerin kendileri i¢in
elzem goriliir ve bu yiizden erkekleri miicadele alaninin i¢ine ¢ekmek 6nem arz
eder. AWID (The Association for Women’s Rights in Development) tarafindan
yayinlanan “Working with Men for Women’s Rights” (Kadm Haklar1 igin
Erkeklerle Calismak) (2004) basliklt raporda cinsiyet esitligi i¢in kadinlarin
glclini ve eylemliligini destekleme hedefinin yani sira ikinci bir temel hedef
Ozellikle vurgulanir: erkeklerin esitsizliklere meydan okuma eylemliligini
saglamak. Bu meydan okumanin, erkeklerin kendilerinin ataerkil sistemin altinda
ezilmeyen saglikli bireyler olabilmesinin yolunu agarak da cinsiyet esitligine katki
sundugu distinilir. Benzer sekilde COMAB (The Coalition on Men and Boys)
tarafindan hazirlanan “Man Made: Men, Masculinities and Equality in Public
Policy” (Erkek Yapimi: Kamu Politikalarinda Erkekler, Erkeklikler ve Esitlik)
(Ruxton, 2009) bagsliklt raporda, kiz ¢ocuklarinin ve kadinlarin giigclenmesi igin
kaynak ve destek ihtiyacinin vurgulanmasinin yani sira oglan ¢ocuklarinin ve
erkeklerin saglikli bireysel gelisimleri i¢in geleneksel ve zararlt erkeklik
normlarmin kirllmasina dair destek mekanizmalarinin gerekliligine o6zellikle
dikkat ¢ekilir. Bu ikili hedefin sirasiyla mevcut esitsizlikleri gidermek ve yapisal
doniisiimleri saglamak icin 6nem arz ettigi savunulur.

Bu anlamda Tirkiye’de erkekleri ve erkekligi glindemlerine alan STK’larin
da farkli/ortak yaklasimlari dogrultusunda ve deneyimleri 1s18inda erkeklerin
cinsiyet esitligi miicadelesine aktif katilimina yonelik ¢abalari, sadece kadinlar ve
kiz ¢ocuklar1 i¢in degil, tiim cinsiyetler i¢in kritik 6nem tasir. Bu ylizden kurumsal
yaklasima sahip STK 06zelliklerinde vurgulandigi gibi erkeklerin de ataerkil
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sistemin kurbani olarak ezilen ve cinsiyet esitligi sayesinde Ozgiirlesebilecek
bireyler olarak ele alinmas1 ve bu yonde stratejik miidahalelerde bulunulmasi etkili
olabilir. Promundo ve UNFPA tarafindan hazirlanan “Adolescent Boys and
Young Men” (Ergen Oglanlar ve Geng Erkekler) (Kato-Wallace vd., 2016) baslikli
raporda, kiz ¢ocuklarinin ve kadinlarin gliclenmesi i¢in oglan ¢ocuklarinin ve
erkeklerin doniisimiine dikkat ¢eken yaklasimlar ile zararli erkeklik normlarinin
oglan ¢ocuklar1 ve erkeklerin kendi refah1 i¢in sorgulanmasi gerektigine dikkat
ceken yaklasimlari birlestiren “toplumsal cinsiyet eszamanli yaklasimlar” (gender
synchronized approaches), Turkiye’de bu alandaki tiim STK’larin benimseyebilecegi
etkili bir yaklasim olarak one stirtlebilir.

4. SONUC

Bu makale Tirkiye’deki STK’larin erkeklerin cinsiyet esitliginin saglanmasi
ve cinsiyet temelli siddetin Onlenmesi miicadelesine katilimini tesvik etmek
amaciyla gergeklestirdikleri ¢calismalara odaklanan bir arastirmanin bulgularini ele
almistir. Burada tartisilan arastirma bulgulart s6z konusu ¢alismalarin
envanterinin ¢ikarildig1 bir haritalama c¢alismasi ile bu ¢alismalar: yiriiten STK
yetkilileri ile gerceklestirilen derinlemesine goriisme verilerine dayanmaktadir.
Makale, STK’larin bu ¢alismalarin planlanmasi ve yiritiilmesi siireclerindeki
deneyimlerini merkeze almis, bu deneyimler1 aldiklar1 destekler ve karsilastiklart
direngler cercevesinde tartismaya a¢mis ve yaklasimlarini, ihtiyaglarini ve
Onerilerini goriiniir kilmaya ¢aligsmastir.

STK’larin yirittiklert ¢alismalar esnasinda katilimci erkeklerin hem
cinsiyet esitligi yonindeki dOniisimiine dair olumlu gelismelere isaret eden
desteklerle hem de bu donlisimii ve ayni zamanda ¢alisma siirecini zorlastirdigi
sOylenebilecek direnglerle karsilastiklart sOylenebilir. Bulgular yiritilen
calismalarin ¢ogunlukla sistematik ve uzun soluklu uygulamalar olmaktan ¢ok,
kisitlt biitgce ve insan kaynagi ile yuritilen ve dolayisiyla etki alani smirlt kalan
uygulamalar oldugunu gostermektedir. Genellikle STK’larin kendi faaliyet
alanlar1 icinde sahada gordikleri ihtiyaci karsilamak ig¢in yurattikleri
etkinliklerden olusan bu ¢alismalar, yOntem olarak neredeyse tamamen
yetiskinlere yonelik egitimler, atOlyeler ve sohbetler olarak organize edilmektedir.
Bu da oglan ¢ocuklarinin cinsiyet esitlik¢i ¢alismalarda kapsam dis1 kalmasi
sonucunu dogurmaktadir. Kisithh kaynaklar yuritilen ¢alismalarin etki
degerlendirme asamasin1i da olumsuz etkilemekte, yapilandirilmis sekilde
degerlendirmesi yapilamayan ¢alismalarla ilgili bilgilerin kamusal gorinirligi
oldukca sinirli kalmaktadir. Calismalar arasi etkilesim ve STK'’lar aras1 erkeklik
odakli ¢alismalar 6zelinde deneyim paylasiminin yetersiz kalmasi da éne ¢ikan
bulgulardandir.
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Tim bu kisitliliklara ragmen bu alandaki ¢aligmalarin artmasi ve etkilerinin
giclendirilmesi 6nemli gorilmektedir. Erkeklerin cinsiyet esitligi kavrami ve
cabalari ile iliskilenme bigcimleri (bu alanin kadinlar ilgilendirdigi algisinin giiglii
olmasi, cinsiyet temelli esitsizliklerin sorumlulugunu almaya mesafeli
yaklasilmasi ve somut adimlar konusunda yonlendirilme ihtiyaci) bu alanda daha
fazla ¢alisma yiritiilmesinin gerekliligine isaret etmektedir.
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