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"Toplumsal Cinsiyet Calismalari-I”’ Sayis1

Between Old Dependencies and New Independencies. What Can a Gendered Approach Can
Offer to Politics?

Many works from Social Sciences have shown how gender deal with politics and
power (de Beauvoir 1971: 301; Deleuze and Guattari 1983; Molyneux 1985b;
Flax 1990; Caroll and Dodson 1991; Foucault 1993; Butler 1999: 59-62; Butler
2008; Foucault 2011....). Some alert us on the effect of hegemonic masculinity and
how women have succeeded in gaining power in some field and not in some
others, as well as in some places of the World and not in others. Others, on the
contrary, discuss the experiences of men when they enter occupations that were
predominantly held by women (Williams 1991, 1992) around the sense of
expertise based on universal skills (being a nanny, a nurse...).

This first volume of Alternatif Politika on gender studies brings together a number
of experts who explore conceptual, cultural and policy challenges, as well as
empirical realities, associated with gender based social exclusion in male-gendered
societies (Egypt, Lebanon, Libya, Morocco, Tunisia and Turkey). The need to
more systematically address this gendered experience is in the core of the
discussions that unfold in this special issue. The issue chapters address also a
number of critical questions in relation to the representation of women and LGBT's
as ‘outsiders' in diverse societies (Erdogan and Koéten 2015: 143-167). In doing so,
the volume pays particular attention to hegemonic masculinity, with its strong
heterosexual component.

Gendered hegemony is a key concept to understand the relationships we have to
identity and as a consequence, to social exclusion in societies. Roy JREIJIRY
article’s (32-55) proposes to explore forms of representation of women through
media cartoons in Lebanon: This study covers the dynamics of the production
process of otherness on one hand, and the production process of domination on
the other. In particular, this study identifies gendered discourses and stereotypes
developed via media cartoons regarding the construction and deconstruction of
gender, and, the very justification of media and information literacy once it comes
to domestic violence. By doing so, this study establishes an analytical and



interpretive gendered approach on media and information literacy as a tool of
access to equal citizenship.

Regarding the position of women in relation to men, and about men domination in
societies, Canan ASLAN AKMAN (56-86) provides fruitful information on
MENA societies: Today, five years after the Arab Spring, do MENA societies
really differ in their attitudes towards women? Do gender friendly outcomes exist?
Has feminism and feminist research contributed to an evolution of modes of
representation? Is there ethical reflection on this issue in politics? Put another way;
does women’s active participation to the Arab Spring influence public policies?
Are women content with their place in today’s MENA countries (in family,
professional, educational or political context).

Aylin DIKMEN OZARSLAN (118-142) does not only focuses on ‘women issues’
she highlights also the difficulties faced by men. Particularly once it comes to
gendered professions linked conventionally to motherhood. Men face serious
social pressure in the practice and implementation of their professional skills.

DIKMEN OZARSLAN'’s work is an attempt to better understand the sociological
contours of this gendered way of looking at professions, in order to measure
possible evolution. Using the metaphor of the circle and the spiral to reflect this
social phenomenon in a gramscian, historical and dynamic perspective, DIKMEN
OZARSLAN tries to think out loud about the following questions: What is a
gendered profession? What are its properties? Why is it heuristic to understand
professions in terms of social relations? How to study hegemonic masculinity in
the nursing labour? Concretely, how to analyse it?

More than ever, societies need to face problems related to situations that involve
shaping and reshaping of identities. Two major mechanisms contribute to the
political construction process of gendered identity:

*The structure of membership and political power;

*The content of public policies; regarding especially educational institutions, work
environment and public life.

Those who are in a powerful position in a given society, by being in that position
validate and impose their own definitions of normality, and set boundaries to
exclude, enclose, or exploit Others. It is inside the —scientific and the political-
debate on recognition (or not) of LGBT youth in the public sphere that Baris
ERDOGAN and Esra KOTEN (143-167) bind their article. The influence of
masculinity patterns in society -codes, standards and mechanisms of rules-, even if
they can appeal to universalism, represent social interests of male dominant
groups. It constitutes a considerable force in the process of gendered attributions,
including intimacy. Masculinity is conceived as a central actor in the creation,
reproduction and mobilisation of power relations. Moving outside its bounds is
going hand in hand with social exclusion.

The discussions that unfold in this special issue of Alternatif Politika demonstrate
some of the ways in which personal and group experiences and understandings of



gender are located in historical, sociological and political contexts. As explained
by Georgiou (2012), a gendered approach does not just observe and report on the
context of political and policy debates. It often provides frames for understanding
what these gendered categories mean, and what consequences it has on people. It
channels authority to speak and rights to be heard. And sometimes it also leaves
space for voices to be heard when they otherwise get no access to the public
sphere. As such, a focus on gender is not peripheral but core to understanding the
challenges associated with governance and cultural life in societies.

Assoc. Prof. Sirin DILLI,
University of Giresun,

Faculty of Science and Litterature,
Department of Sociology
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CHP’nin SOSYAL DEMOKRASi SERUVENI
THE CHP’S SOCIAL DEMOCRACY ADVENTURE
Orkunt CANYAS
ABSTRACT

The philosophy of social democracy started to become
widespread in the Western European countries especially after the
Second World War. In the aftermath of the war, the level of
employment increased, the wages raised, the social security
services expanded and so the notion of “welfare state” emerged as
a significant component of social democracy. However, social
democratic parties have faced a severe crisis as of midst of the
1970s due to the rising costs of social services as well as in the
1980s due to the increasing pace of globalization and the
dissolution of the Soviet Union. In order to overcome the crisis of
social democracy, the notion of “the third way’’ was formulated as
a result of which the social democratic parties began to come to
power again.

In Turkey, the social democratic politics is a relatively new
phenomena compared with the Western Europe. The Republican
People’s Party has defined itself as a social democratic party
through adoption of the rhetoric of “left-of-center” ¢ in the 1960s,
“democratic left” in the 1970s, “new left” in the 1990s and the
“new CHP?” since 2010. This study analyzes the party identity of
the CHP as formulated in its program or bylaw in both the pre-
1980 and post-1980 periods to put forth to what extent it is
compatible with the principles of social democracy.

Keywords: The RPP, Social Democracy, Third Way, Left-of-
Center, Democratic Left, New Left.
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Sosyal demokrasi diigiincesi, Bat1 Avrupa’da ozellikle II.
Diinya Savasi’ndan sonra yayginlik kazanmaya baslamistir. Savas
sonrasinda yiiksek bir istihdam diizeyi saglandig: gibi iicretler
yiikselmis, c¢alisma kosullar1 iyilestirilmis, sosyal giivenlik
uygulamalar1 genislemis ve sosyal demokrasinin 6nemli bir bileseni
olarak ‘“Refah Devleti” kavrami giindeme gelmistir. Ancak
1970’1erin ortalarindan itibaren sosyal harcamalarin 6nemli dlciide
art1s gostermesi ve 1980’lerde kiiresellesme siirecinin hizlanmasi ve
Sovyetler Birligi’nin dagilmasi nedeniyle sosyal demokrat partiler
ciddi bir agmazla kars1 karsiya kalmistir. iste bu agmazi asmak icin
ve sosyal demokrasinin karsilastigi sorunlara ¢are olarak iigiincii
yol diisiincesi ortaya atilmis ve sosyal demokrat partiler yeniden
iktidara gelmeye baslamistir.

Tiirkiye’de ise sosyal demokrasi gelenegi, Bati1 Avrupa
iilkelerine kiyasla gorece yenidir. Bu konuda iilkemizde
Cumhuriyet Halk Partisi (CHP), kendisini 1960’larin ortalarindan
itibaren ‘“ortanin solu,” 1970’lerde “demokratik sol,” 1980
sonrasinda ve 1990’11 yillarda “yeni sol” ve 2010’dan beri “yeni
CHP” soylemiyle sosyal demokrat parti olarak tanimlamaktadur.
Bu c¢alismada CHP’nin program/tiiziigiinde tanimlanan parti
kimliginin sosyal demokrasi diisiincesi ile ne dl¢iide Ortiistiigii 1980
oncesi ve 1980 sonrasi olmak iizere iki donemde analiz edilerek
ortaya konulmustur.

Anahtar Kelimeler: CHP, Sosyal Demokrasi, Uciincii Yol, Ortanin
Solu, Demokratik Sol, Yeni Sol.

GiRis

Avrupa’da sosyal demokrasinin gelisim stirecinde Sanayi Devrimi sonrasi
ortaya ¢ikan is¢i smifi 6nemli bir rol oynamustir. isciler bir yandan ekonomik
dretimi hizli bir sekilde artirirken diger yandan agir ¢alisma kosullarina ragmen
dustik ticret aldiklar i¢in ekonomik sikinti igine girmislerdir (Saritas, 2006: 17).
Uzun ¢alisma saatleri, maliyetlerinin diisiik olmasi sebebiyle kadin ve ¢ocuk
iscilerin ¢alistirilmasi ve iscileri koruyacak yasal diizenlemelerin bulunmayisi
gibi iscilerin ciddi sorunlar1 ortaya ¢ikmistir. Tim bu olumsuz gelismelere
ragmen “nicel olarak biiyliyen bu sinif, zamanla haklarini aramaya ve Orgiitlii bir
kitle halini almaya” baslamistir (Saritas, 2006: 17). 19.yiizyil baslarinda
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sosyalizm, is¢ilerin bu sorunlarmin ¢6zimi i¢in is¢i siifinin yapacagi bir devrim
yoluyla kapitalist diizenin yikilip yerine esitlik¢i sosyalist toplumun kurulmasi
gerektigini ileri stirerken; 19. yiizyl sonlarinda sosyalizm i¢inde revizyonist bir
akim ortaya ¢ikmistir. Kautsky ve Bernstein gibi revizyonist akimin Onciilerine
gore, iscilerin sorunlari parlamenter sistem iginde kalarak is¢i sinifi partisinin
iktidara gelmesiyle ¢ozulir. Bu distintrler Alman Sosyal Demokrat Partisi’'nin
gorislerinin sekillenmesinde 6nemli rol oynamiglardir (Runkle, 1968: 509-512).
Bu dénemde asagida bahsedilecegi gibi sosyal demokrasinin dnciilerinden biri de
ingiltere’deki Fabian hareketidir.

Turkiye’de ise, sosyal demokrasi gelenegi Bati Avrupa iilkelerine goére
gorece yenidir. Bu konuda tilkemizde Cumhuriyet Halk Partisi (CHP), kendisini
1960’larin ortalarindan itibaren “ortanin solu”nda ve 1970’lerin ortasindan
ginimiize kadar da "demokratik sol bir parti” olarak tanimlamak suretiyle
sosyal demokrat gelenegin temsilcisi oldugunu iddia etmektedir. Ancak CHP’nin
is¢i smifi partisi olarak Orgiitlenmemesi bir yana, bu iddianin, Ozellikle
ginimiuzde, 1980’lerin sonundan itibaren etkisini gosteren kiiresellesme, neo-
liberalizm ve post modernizm dalgasi ile birlikte Bat1i Avrupa’da oldugu gibi
ilkemizde de zaman zaman giindeme gelen “sol eridi” tartismalar1 da dikkate
alinarak yeniden sorgulanmasi gerekmektedir.

Bu ¢alismanin amaci, Tirkiye'de eger varsa, sosyal demokrasinin ¢ikisi,
gelisimi ve glinlimiizde sosyal demokrasinin Tirk siyasal yasamindaki
durumunu CHP 06rneginde, CHP’nin parti program ve se¢im bildirgeleri
tizerinden tespit etmeye calismaktir. Bu amagla c¢alismanin ilk boliimiinde
Avrupa’nin sosyal, ekonomik ve siyasal yapisi igcerisinde dogup gelisen sosyal
demokrasi diisiincesi ve Batili sosyal demokrat partileri ortaya ¢ikaran temel
toplumsal dinamikler saptandiktan sonra 1980 sonrast doénemde sosyal
demokrasinin karst karsiya kaldigi agmaz ve bu agmazdan ¢ikmak igin
gelistirdigi “U¢ilinci yol” diisiincesi tartisilacaktir. Daha sonra, CHP igerisindeki
sosyal demokrat diislincenin hangi ihtiyactan ve nasil ortaya ¢iktigiyla ilgili
tartismalara Cumhuriyet donemi Tirk siyasal hayatina paralel bir sekilde
deginilecek ve boylelikle CHP’nin program/tiziglinde tanimlanan parti
kimliginin sosyal demokrasi digstncesi ile Ortiigiip Ortiismedigi ortaya
konulacaktir. 12 Eylil 1980 askeri darbesinden sonra CHP’nin yeniden ag¢ildig1
1992 yilina kadar Tirk siyasal hayatinda kendisini CHP’nin mirasgis1 olarak
tanimlayan siyasi partiler de yukarida belirtilen yontemle incelenmeye
calisilacaktir. Ancak CHP tarihinin, Cumhuriyet tarihi kadar uzun olmasi ve
partinin siyasal yasaminin kendi iradesi disinda kesintiye ugramasi nedeniyle
saglikli bir analiz yapabilmenin On sartinin bir donemlendirme yapmayi
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gerektirdigi kabuliiyle, ¢alisma konusunun 1980 Oncesi ve 1980 sonrasi olarak
incelenmesinin daha anlamli olacagi kanaatindeyiz.

1. SOSYAL DEMOKRASI’NIN AVRUPA’DA GELI$iM SURECI

Gulntmiizdeki anlamiyla sosyal demokrat akimin, 19. yiizyil sonlarinda,
ingilterenin Fabian hareketiyle ve o donemde devrimci sosyalizmin temsilcisi
olan Alman Sosyal Demokrat Partisi’'nin kendi i¢cindeki diisiinsel doniisiimle
birlikte olusmaya basladigi soylenebilir. Fabianizm 19. yizyil sonunda
ingiltere’de sosyalist yazar ve diisiiniirlerden olusan toplulugun fikirlerinden
dogmustur. Fabianizm’e gore, “amag, rejimi devirmek degil, sosyalizmi
toplumun kurumlarina sizdirmakti. Kapitalizmden sosyalizme gecis devrimle
degil, evrimle olacakt1t” (Kislali, 1993: 118). Fabian’cilara gore “sosyal ¢atisma
1s¢i isveren arasinda degil, tim toplumla miilkiyeti elinde bulunduran azinlik
arasinda i1di” (Ates, 1994: 18). Bu nedenle Fabian’cilar, Marksizmin devrim
gorigiine karst ¢ikmakta, iscilere daha ¢ok hak ve hizmet verilerek devlet
faaliyetinin her alanda artmasi gerektig§ini savunmaktaydilar. Daha sonra bu
topluluk 20. yiizyil basinda kurulan ingiliz is¢i Partisi’'nin kurulusu asamasinda
partiye Onemli katki yapmistir. Alman sosyal demokratlart ise, 19. yizyil
sonlartyla 20. yizyil baslarinda Avrupa is¢i sinifi hareketinin agirlik merkezini
olusturmustur. Gigli ve genis orgilitlenmesi ve Bernstein ve Kautsky gibi pek
¢ok Unli distiniiriyle sosyal demokrasinin gelismesinde Alman deneyimi ¢ok
Onemlidir. Nitekim “Birinci Diinya Savasi'na degin Alman sosyal demokrat
partisi SPD Almanya kadar Avrupa kitasinin da ana sosyal demokrat partisidir”
(Ozdalga, 1984: 45). Alman sosyal demokrasisinin tarihi, mevcut toplumsal
diizeni kokiinden degistirmeyi hedefleyen temel taleplerle yola ¢ikmis bir is¢i
sinifi partisinin, siire¢ icinde reformist bir halk partisine doniisiimiiniin tarihidir."

Ancak aradan bu kadar uzun yillar gegmesine ragmen sosyal demokrasinin
halen tam anlamaiyla bir tarifini yapmak zordur. Ciinkii kavramin, zaman iginde
degisen icerigi bir yana, Ozellikle Avrupa’da kurulmus olan sosyal demokrat
nitelikli partilerin tarihi olusumu ve diisiinsel evrimleri de kendi aralarinda
farkliliklar gostermektedir. Nitekim Avrupa’da farkli iilkelerde kurulan sosyal
demokrat partiler, programlarin1 olustururken kendi tarihlerinden, halklarinin
yasam bigimlerinden, ilkelerinin ekonomik ve toplumsal Ozellikleri ile siyasal
gelisimlerinden  etkilenerek kendi sosyal demokrasi uygulamalarinin
tanimlamalarin1 yapmislardir. Fakat biitiin yerel farkliliklarina ragmen yine de
sosyal demokrasi diisiincesi, biitiin sosyal demokrat nitelikli partilerin paylastigi
bir ortak mantiga ve bazi ortak paydalara dayanmistir. Bu sekilde zaman iginde,

'Daha detayl bilgi i¢in bkz. Ozdalga (1984) ve Kavukcuoglu (2003).
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deneyim kazanilarak ve giincel olaylardan etkilenilerek, karsilasilan sorunlara
degisik partilerin getirdigi ¢oziimler birbirine eklenmek suretiyle sosyal
demokrasinin ortak 6zellikleri meydana getirilmistir. 1980'l1 yillara kadar etkin
olan sosyal demokrasi anlayis1 “klasik sosyal demokrasi” olarak tanimlanmis ve
anlayisin ortak Ozelikleri soyle siralamistir: Toplumsal ve ekonomik alana
katilan devlet; sivil toplum {izerinde devlet hegemonyasi; kollektivizm,;
Keynesyen ekonomi ve korporatizm; piyasalarin smirlt rolii; tam-zamanli
calisma; kapsamli sosyal giivenlik; giiclii esitlikeilik, diisiik ekolojik bilinglilik ve
uluslararasicilik (Giddens, : 2000: 19).

19. ylizyil sonlarinda ortaya ¢ikmaya baslayan sosyal demokrasi diistincesi,
Bati Avrupa’da ozellikle II. Diinya Savasi’'ndan sonra yaygimnlik kazanmaya
baglamistir (Pierson, 2001: 39). Savas sonrasi Keynesyen ekonomik politikalarin
uygulanmasi sonucu ortaya ¢ikan hizli ekonomik biiylime, tam istihdam ve
kapsamli refah devleti olusumu, sosyal demokrat partilerin basarisi olarak
gorilmektedir (Pierson, 2001: 39). Bu donemde orgitli is¢i sinifinin da
destegiyle Avrupa’da sosyal demokrat partiler altin yillarini yasamistir (Pierson,
2001: 44). Elde edilen yuksek istthdam diizeyi, yiiksek ticretler ve yaygin refah
devleti uygulamalari nedeniyle refah devleti kavrami genellikle sosyal
demokrasiyle beraber tanimlanmakta, hatta bu iki kavramin aymi anlamda
kullanildig1 goriillmektedir.

Refah devleti uygulamalar ilk kez Avrupa’da 19. yilizyilin sonunda ortaya
¢ikmasina (Flora ve Alber, 1981: 37) karsin, kavram II. Diinya Savasi sonrasi
donemde daha yaygin kullanilir hale gelmistir (Leibfried ve Mau, 2008: xvi).
Refah devleti, modernlesen toplumlarda kentlesme, niifus artisi ve ekonomik
gelisme sonucu ortaya ¢ikan sorunlara ¢are olarak gorilmiustiir. Refah devleti
kavrami, kapitalist sistemlerde sanayilesmenin yol a¢tig1 sorunlar, artan esitsizlik
ve yoksullugun toplumsal istikrar1 ve iktisadi birikimi tehdit etmeye baslamasiyla
devletin sorumlulugunun vurgulanmasiyla birlikte gelismistir (Leibfried ve Mau,
2008: xvi). Devletin toplumsal gii¢ler arasinda dayanismay1 giiclendirmek iizere
oynamasi gereken ciddi bir roli oldugu disiincesi, refah devleti kavraminin
gelisiminde 6nemli bir faktordiir. Refah devleti tiim vatandaslara siyasi bir hak
olarak gelir, egitim, saglik, beslenme ve barinma gibi sosyal hizmetler alaninda
asgari standartlar saglar (Wilensky, 1975: 1). Baska bir ifadeyle, ailelere ve
bireylere minimum gelir imkani sunarken, sinif ve statii ayrimi yapmadan tiim
vatandaslarin sosyal hizmetlerden esit sekilde faydalanmasini saglar. Boylelikle
refah devleti yashilik, issizlik, hastalik gibi sosyal gercekler karsisinda aile ve
bireyleri destekleyerek giivensizlik hislerini azaltir (Briggs, 2000:18).
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Refah devleti kavramu ile ilgili olarak yapilan ¢alismalarda tek tip bir refah
devleti yerine farkli tiirlerden bahsedilmekte ve ¢esitli siniflandirmalar
yapilmaktadir. Esping-Andersen’in  yapti§1i smiflandirma refah devleti
siiflandirmalart arasinda 6nemli bir yere sahiptir. Esping-Andersen, liberal,
korporatist ve sosyal demokratik olmak tizere ti¢ tiir refah modeli oldugunu ileri
stirer. ABD, Kanada ve Avustralya’da 6rnekleri bulunan liberal modelde, devlet
gelir arastirmasina dayali olarak vatandaslara asgari diizeyde fayda saglar ve
sosyal sigorta faydalari olduk¢a miitevazi diizeydedir (Esping-Andersen, 1990:
26). Bu modelde daha ziyade 6zel refah 6nlemlerini destekleyen devlet, yalnizca
minimum gelir garantisi saglar (Esping-Andersen, 1990: 26-27). Avusturya,
Fransa, Almanya ve italya’da uygulanan korporatist modelde sosyal haklar, sinif
ve statll bazinda farklilik gosterir. Korporatist modelde, liberal modelin aksine
Ozel refah dizenlemelerinin roli ¢ok kiigiiktiir (Esping-Andersen, 1990: 27). Bu
modelde aile kurumu ¢ok Onemli oldugu i¢in ailenin kapasitesinin yeterli
olmadig1 durumlarda devlet miidahale eder ve calismayan es (kadin) sosyal
givenlik kapsami disinda tutulur (Esping-Andersen, 1990: 27). iskandinav
ilkelerindeki sosyal demokratik refah modelinde devletin amaci, minimum
ihtiyaglarin karsilanmasi diizeyinde bir esitlik degil, yiliksek standartlar1 olan
gereksinimlerin karsilanmasi konusunda bir esitlik saglamaktir. Bu nedenle,
devlet hem is¢i sinifi hem de orta smif igcin genis sosyal haklar saglar (Esping-
Andersen, 1990: 27). Sosyal demokratik modelde, korporatist modelin tersine
ithtiyaglarin aileler tarafindan karsilanmasini beklemek yerine ailenin gereksinim
duydugu sosyal hizmetler de devlet tarafindan karsilanir (Esping-Andersen,
1990: 28).

Esping-Andersen’in  refah  devleti simiflandirmasi, refah  devleti
uygulamalarinin sadece sosyal demokratik partilerin giiclii oldugu tlkelerde
uygulanmadigini, liberal veya muhafazakar partilerin gii¢lii oldugu tlkelerde de
diizeyleri daha diisik olmakla birlikte vatandaslara bazi sosyal hizmetler
saglandigin1 gostermektedir. Ancak bu ii¢ model arasindan yalnizca sosyal
demokratik modelde vatandaglar azami diizeyde sosyal haklardan
faydalanmaktadir.

1970’lerin ortalarindan itibaren refah devletinin gelisim siirecinde bir
duraklama donemine girilmis ve refah devletinin en énemli dayanagi olan sosyal
demokrasi diistincesinde baz1 degisimler ortaya ¢ikmaya baslamistir. Sonraki 20
yil boyunca refah devleti diisiincesinin sorgulanmasina sebep olan en 6nemli
gelisme sosyal harcamalarin ciddi Ol¢lide artis gostermesidir (Senkal, 2000: 275).
1960’larda gelismis Ttlkelerde sosyal harcamalar GSMH’nin  %7,5’ini
olustururken, 1980’lerde bu oran iki katina ¢ikmistir. 1980’lerde ABD’de sosyal
harcamalarinin GSMH ig¢indeki pay1 % 9,75 iken, sosyal demokrat politikalarin
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uygulandigi isve¢’te %17 nin tizerine ¢ikmustir (Myles ve JillQuadagno, 2002: 34-
35).

Yiikselen sosyal harcamalar, hizlanan kiiresellesme® siireci ile ulus-
devletlerin 0Ozellikle ekonomik alanda sahip olduklar1 giiciin azalmasi,
kapitalizmin kiiresel bir nitelik kazanmas1 ve son olarak eski Sovyetler Birligi’nin
dagilmasi nedeniyle sosyal demokrat partiler, 1980 sonrasi donemde bir agmazla
kars1 karsiya kalmistir. Sendikalar ve sosyal demokrat partiler kiiresellesmeye ve
onun dogurdugu sonuglara yonelik bir politika olusturmada giicliik ¢ekmis ve bu
partilerin savundugu fikirler ideolojik olarak anlamini yitirdiginden yiiritilen
sosyo-ekonomik politikalarin yeniden gozden gegirilmesi zorunlu olmustur
(Giddens, 2000: 40-45).

Sosyal demokrasi dislincesi, ekonomik alanda kiiresel ekonomik
entegrasyonun baskinlik kazanmasi yliziinden ugradig1 basarisizliklar nedeniyle
1990’larin ortalarindan itibaren kokli bir degisim gecirmeye baslamistir. Zira
kiiresellesme stirecleri ile yiikselen neo-liberal hegemonyayla beraber, eski tip
sosyal demokrasi diisiincesinin toplumdaki genel rahatsizliklarin kaynagi
olduguna dair o kadar kuvvetli bir inanis olusmustur ki, tam bu noktada yeni
sosyal demokrasi de bu inaniglar1 karsilayacak ¢ikarimlar: biinyesine dahil etmek
zorunda kalmistir (Giddens, 1990).

1980’11 yillardan itibaren kiiresellesme siireci ile birlikte hizlanan neo-
liberalizm distincesi, etnik kimlik talepleri, yerel degerlerin 6ne ¢ikarilmasi,
feminizm ve cevreci hareketler ile birleserek Batili toplumlarda standart bir
yasam bi¢iminin savunucusu durumunda kalan ve klasik sosyal demokrasi
diisiincesini savunmaya devam eden partiler karsisinda segim zaferleri
kazanmaya baslamistir. Ote yandan “niikleer enerji, yeni iletisim teknolojileri,
esnek calisma sartlarinin yayginlagsmasi gibi yeni sorunlar, sag ve solun kendi
geleneksel cizgileriyle uyumlu ¢6ziimler iliretmelerine izin vermemektedir ve
dolayisiyla da klasik sag-sol polarizasyonu anlamini” yitirmeye baglamistir
(Meyer, 2005: 52-53). Dolayisiyla doniisiim sadece ekonomik basarisizlik temelli
degildir. Clnkii doniisimiin arkasinda endiistri sonrasi bir duruma ulasan
toplumlarin deger yargilarindaki ve beklentilerindeki degisiklikler de vardir.

Kiiresellesme terimi genelde giiniimiizde yasanan biitiin degisimlerin bir simgesi olarak
kullanilmaktadir. Siyasal ve ekonomik baglamda ise; kiiresellesmenin; bir yandan devlet agirlikli
uluslararas: iliskilerden birtakim devlet dis1 Orgiitlerin, en az devletler kadar diinya siyasetinde
Onem kazandiklar1 bir siireci ve bir yandan da iretim siireglerinin degismesi ile iletisim ve
bilgisayar teknolojilerindeki gelismeye paralel olarak sermayenin artik global bir nitelik tasidigi
bir siireci yansittig1 sOylenebilir. Kiiresellesme siireci hakkinda yapilan tartismalar i¢in Held
(1999), Held ve Mcgrew (2000), Bauman (1998).
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Bu gelismelerle beraber duraklayan ekonomiler, artan igsizlik, hizli
enflasyonu engellemenin aci regeteleri, alim giici dusen tcretler, yeni toplumsal
hareketlerin etkileri ve yeni deger yargilarinin gelismesi sonucu “refah devleti”
cazibesini yitirmeye baslamistir. Buna bagli olarak sosyal devlet ve refah devleti
politikalarinin uygulayicist olan sosyal demokrasi diisiincesi, Soguk Savag'in
bitimine kadar 6nce bir duraklama, daha sonra da bir diisme siirecine girmis,
buna bir de ideolojilerin bittigine dair sdylem de eklemlenince iyice agmaza
girmistir. Bu agmazi asmak icin ve sosyal demokrasinin karsilastigi sorunlara
care olarak ortaya atillan tUg¢inci yol disiincesi 6nce Amerika’da ortaya
cikmistir. Bu disince ik kez 1990’larda Amerika’da Bill Clinton’in
danigmanlar tarafindan Demokrat Parti’nin siyasi degisimini anlatmak i¢in dile
getirilmistir (Dierwechter, 2000: 335). Ancak kavram, 1997 se¢imleri ile 18 yillik
Muhafazakar Parti iktidarini deviren ingiliz is¢i Partisi'nin iktidara gelmesiyle
daha giincel hale gelmistir. Once ingiliz is¢i Partisi’'nin, daha sonra Alman
Sosyal Demokrat Parti'nin degisimi ve yeni politikalar1 ile ingiliz sosyolog
Anthony Giddens’in ¢abalar1 tglnct yol ile ilgili teorik tartigmalart da
hizlandirmistir. Bu nedenle tdgiinci yolun fikir babasi olarak Giddens
gosterilmektedir (Yilmaz, 2003: 87).

Giddens’in tg¢ilincii yol dusiincesi, kuresellesme gercegini olumlu ve
olumsuz yonleriyle kabul eder (2006: 16). Giddens’a (2000: 9) gore, eski sosyal
demokrat yontem artik kullanilamaz hale gelirken sinif temelli bir siyaset
yapmanin modasi ge¢mistir ve artik sag ve sol arasinda politik bir ayrim da
kalmamistir. Bu nedenle tig¢lincii yol diisiincesi, “diinyadaki degisimlere yanit
verebilme ugrasisi olarak, merkez sol degerlerin bu degisimlere uyarlanmasi
olarak degerlendirilebilir” (Yalgintan, 2006: 31). Nitekim {i¢lincli yol diisiincesi,
“geleneksel ve modern olani bir siyasal projede bulusturmay: amag¢ edinmistir”
(Kaya, 2005). Giddens (2000: 77), Gg¢lnct yol degerlerini su sekilde siralamistir:
Esitlik, ihtiya¢ sahiplerinin korunmasi, Ozerklik baglaminda 0Ozglrlik,
sorumluluk yoksa hak da yok, demokrasi yoksa otorite de yok, kozmopolit
cogulculuk, felsefi muhafazakarlik.

Yeni Sag’in, 1970’li yillarda yasanan diinya ekonomik krizinden ¢ikis yolu
olarak refah devleti uygulamalarindan dogan maliyetleri kismay1 6énermesinden
farkli olarak tigiincii yol, “bu ¢6zlimiin biiyiik bir toplumsal maliyeti beraberinde
getirdigini diisindiginden refah devletinin yeniden bir yapilandirma igerisinde
kurumsallastirilmast gerektigini iddia eder (Kaya, 2005). Gorialdigia tzere,
tclinci yol “geleneksel soldan, 6zellikle refah devletinin ge¢mis deneyimlerine
bir elestiri getirmek suretiyle farklilik arz etmektedir” (Giddens, 2006: 16).
Uciincii yol politikalar1 rekabetin ve zenginligin iiretilmesini kabul etmekle
birlikte devletin “insan kaynaklarina ve girisimci kiltiiriin gelismesi i¢in ihtiyag
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duyulan alt yapiya yatirim yapilmasinda onemli bir role sahip” oldugunu
savunur (Giddens, 2000: 113). Dolayisiyla kiiresellesme siireci igerisinde
doniisiim geciren ve glinimiizde 6ne ¢ikan ii¢linci yol projesi, bir yandan kamu
¢ikarint gozetmekte Ote yandan piyasa mekanizmalarinin dinamizmini
kullanarak kamu ve Ozel sektoriin birlikte hareket etmesini Ongdrmektedir
(Giddens, 2000: 113). Gugla devlet, toplumun tim kurumlarinin ¢agin
gereklerine uyum saglamasi i¢in gerekli kosullar1 var edecektir. Devlet, kamu
sektOriiniin yani1 sira 6zel sektoriin de yenilestiriciligini, yaraticiligini tesvik etme
islevini istlenmelidir. Benimsenen goris, sosyal adalet ilkesinin ekonomiye bir
yuk olmadigi, tam tersine, sosyal adaletin ekonomik etkinligin ireticisi oldugu
yolundadir.

Bu noktada Inglehart (1990: 46-7), artik sol diisiincenin vurgusunun iiretim
araglarinda devlet miilkiyetine sahip olmaktan ¢ok fiziki ve sosyal g¢evrenin
kalitesi, kadinlarin toplumsal roli, niikleer gii¢ ve kimlik gibi konulara kaydigini
vurgulamakta ve solun degisiminde yeni sosyal hareketlerin etkili oldugunu, bu
hareketlerin gelismesi ve etkisinin artmasiyla solun siirekli olarak degisip anlam
degisimine ugradigini ifade etmektedir.

1990’11 ve 2000’11 yillarda Bat1 Avrupa toplumlarinda sosyal demokrasinin
icine distigu kimlik krizinden, neo-liberal egilimlerin 6ziimsenmesiyle ¢iktigini
sOylemek mimkiindiir. Sosyal demokrasi artik yeni sosyal demokrat degerlerle
neo-liberal degerler arasinda bir orta yol olarak gorilebilir.

Gorildiaga gibi sosyal demokrasi Avrupa’da Once devrimci sosyalizm
kimligi altinda basladig1 diisiinsel yolculugunu, 6zellikle II. Diinya Savasi’ndan
sonra liberal parlamenter sistemle uzlasarak ancak ekonomik agidan refah
devleti uygulamalarini savunarak sirdiirmiis ve en son Soguk Savas’'in
bitiminden sonra ekonomik, toplumsal ve uluslararas: gelismelerin de etkisiyle
ginimiiziin hegemonik digstincesi olan neo-liberalizm dogrultusunda ti¢ilinci yol
projesi ile kendini yeniden sekillendirmigstir. Sosyal demokrasinin 6zellikle Bat1
Avrupa’da gelisim stireci ve degisen sosyal, siyasal ve ekonomik kosullar
karsisinda gecirdigi donisim tartigildiktan sonra, makalenin bir sonraki
boliimiinde sosyal demokrasinin Tiurkiye seriiveni CHP Ornegi iizerinden
incelenecektir.

2. 1980 ONCESi DONEMDE CUMHURIYET HALK PARTISi VE SOSYAL
DEMOKRASI

CHP’nin incelenmesine gegmeden Once Tirkiye’de sol siyasetin ve is¢i
hareketlerinin tarihinden kisaca bahsetmekte fayda var. Hem sol akimlarin hem
de is¢i hareketlerinin tarihi Cumhuriyet 6éncesi Osmanli imparatorlugu’nun son
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donemine uzanir. Sol hareketlerin dernekleri ve siyasi partiler II. Mesrutiyet
doneminde ortaya ¢ikmistir (Karpat, 2007: 85-86). is¢i hareketleri de yine bu
donemde olusmaya baslamistir ancak Osmanli is¢i hareketi siyasal taleplerle
cikmamistir (Saritas, 2006: 178). II. Mesrutiyet’'ten sonra gesitli sosyalist ve
kominist partiler kurulmus ve bu partiler is¢i hareketlerinde 6nemli rol
oynamistir (Saritag, 2006: 180-189). Ancak Cumhuriyet’in kurulusundan sonra
tek parti doneminde sol siyasetin gelisimi i¢in pek de elverisli bir ortam
bulunmamaistir. 1946 yilinda ¢ok partili hayata gegisle birlikte tekrar Tirkiye
Sosyalist Partisi ve Tirkiye is¢ci ve Ciftci Partisi gibi sosyalist partiler ve
sendikalar kurulmustur, ancak bu olusumlar iktidarin baskist nedeniyle uzun
stireli olmamistir (Karpat, 2007: 95). 1961 Anayasasi'nin sagladig1 6zgirlikei
ortamda Tirkiye is¢ci Partisi (TiP) bir grup sendikaci tarafindan 1961 yilinda
kurulmus ve sol akimlar siyaset sahnesine yeniden ¢ikmistir (Belge, 2007: 33).
Ayrica TiP asagida bahsedilecegi gibi CHP’yi solda konumlanmaya zorlamistir.

CHP’nin kokleri, Bat1 Avrupa’daki benzer partilerin aksine is¢i sinifinin
Orgiitli micadelesine degil bagimsizlik savast veren bir iilkenin direnis¢i
giclerinin tlkeyi isgalden kurtarmak amaciyla birlesmesine dayanmaktadir
(Berkes, 1964: 454). Oncelikli amag, tilkenin isgalden kurtarilmas: oldugu igin,
doénemin toplumsal ve ekonomik zorunluluklarinin da etkisiyle parti, sinifsal bir
ayriliktan ziyade biitin toplumu kapsama ve temsil etme iddiast ile ortaya
¢ikmistir. Kurulus doneminde, Tirkiye’de smiflarin olmadigini, toplumun gesitli
meslek gruplarindan olustugunu ileri siiren CHP, halk¢1 ve ulusal kimligi ile
iilkedeki tim toplumsal kesimleri temsil etti§ini savunuyor ve mesruiyetini de
buna dayandirtyordu (Zircher, 2005: 182; Ahmad, 1993: 64-65). Bir baska
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deyisle “...iskollarmnin ya da meslek ziimrelerinin ¢ikar birligini” (Parla, 1992:
42) vurgulayan CHP, “smifsiz ve imtiyazsiz kaynamis bir kitle” olan toplumun
timini temsil eden ulusal bir parti oldugu iddiasindaydi (Zircher, 2005: 182).
Bu meslek gruplarinin her birinin ¢alismasimnin hem digerlerinin hem de tim
toplumun yasami ve mutlulugu igin gerekli oldugunu diisiinen parti, smif
catismasi yerine meslek gruplari arasinda uyum kurmak ve dayanisma yaratmak
amacinda oldugunu ifade etmigstir (Parla, 1992: 44). Bu yaklasim Parla’ya gore
Ziya Gokalp’in solidarist korporatizm anlayisinin 6nemli bir Ornegini
olusturmaktadir (Parla, 2005). Boylece tek parti doneminde, bahsettigimiz
halkeilik ilkesinin yani sira devletgilik, cumhuriyetcilik, milliyetgilik, laiklik ve
devrimcilik ilkeleri Gizerinden tanimlanan Kemalizm, yonetme hakkinin siyasal
ve toplumsal mesruiyet temellerini olusturmustur. Kemalizm 6zellikle 1960’1arin
ortalarindan itibaren toplumsal ve siyasal kosullarin zorlamasiyla CHP
tarafindan benimsenecek olan “ortanin solu” ve daha sonralari da tilkemizde
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sosyal demokrasinin yerel bir versiyonu olarak siyaset sahnesine stiriilecek olan
“demokratik sol” diistincesine de ideolojik destek saglamistir.

Cok partili yasama gecildikten sonra 1950-60 arasindaki Demokrat Parti
doneminde tilkede ciddi bir cografi ve toplumsal hareketlilik ortaya ¢ikmustir.
Tarimdaki makinelesme ile birlikte koylilerin bir kismi sehirlere go¢ etmis ve
sehirlerde gelismeye baslayan yeni sektorler daha kazangl is imkanlari sunmaya
baglamistir. Sehre gelen ilk gogmenler 1954’ten sonra, once hizmet sektori,
sonra sanayl sektoriniin 6nemli istihdam kaynagi olmustur. Bu gd¢menler,
“Once kiiciik sanayinin yarattigi istthdami daha sonra; 1950’lerin ikinci
yarisindan itibaren buyiik fabrikalar yaratti ve 10’dan fazla is¢i istthdam eden
fabrikalarda ¢alisanlarin sayist 1957’de 163.000’den 324.000’e yiikselmistir”
(Singer, 1977:295). Kirdan kente go¢ dalgasi gecekondulari da beraberinde
getirmis ve sehre gb¢ edenler beklentilerin aksine sol diisiincelere degil sag
poptlizmi temsil eden DP’ye yonelmislerdir. (Keyder, 2004: 189). Fakat daha
sonraki yillarda hayat kosullarinda hizli bir iyilesme goremeyen ikinci kusak,
smif modeline daha uygun politik davranis sergilemis (Keyder, 2004: 190) ve bu
tespit de 1960’larin ortasindan itibaren CHP i¢in “ortanin solu” politikalarinin
baslangi¢c noktasini olusturmustur.

CHP, 1960 oncesinde, koyli smifi yaninda gelismekte olan is¢i sinifini
kazanma stratejisini benimsemekte ve sendikalar1 desteklemekteydi (Kili, 1976:
211). Ancak bu ¢aba heniiz anilan tarihler i¢in gegerli bir ideolojik destekten
yoksundu. 1965 secimlerinden once CHP bagkani ismet inénii, partisinin
“ortanin solunda” yer aldigin1 agikladi ve se¢cim kampanyasinda CHP’nin
konumu ortanin solu olarak tekrar tekrar dile getirildi (Bila, 2008: 183-185).

“Ortanin solu” fikrinin mimari Bilent Ecevit 1966’da “Ortanin Solu” isimli
kitabin1 yayinladi ve partinin genel sekreterli§ine secildi. Ecevit, kitabinda
“Ortanin solu”’nun partinin siyasal yelpazedeki yerini belirlemek i¢in ifade
edildigini ve “sosyal demokrasi oldugu”nu belirtmekteydi. Ecevit'e gore,
“Orta’nin Solu’nda bulunanlar; 1) insancil, i1) halke, iii) sosyal adalet¢i ve sosyal
glvenlikei, 1v) ilerici, devrimci ve reformcu, v) devlet¢i, vi) planci, vii) 6zgirliige
bagh ve viii) sosyal demokrasiden yanaydilar” (Agtas, 2007: 201-2) Orta’'nin
Solu’ndakiler, halkin kokli simif duvarlariyla bélinmesini, insanlik onuruna ve
toplumun esenligine aykir1 saymakla beraber, bunun karsisinda “bir sinifin baska
simiflart yok etmesini degil”, “siniflar arasinda kaynasma olmasini, smif
ayriliklarinin bu yoldan eritilmesini isterler”. Bunun i¢in gelir dagiliminda denge
ve adaletin saglanmasi, biitiin islere sayginlik kazandirilmasi, her tirli
ayricaligin ortadan kaldirilmasi, herkes ig¢in firsat esitliginin saglanmasi gibi
Onlemler yeterli olacakti (Ecevit, 1966: 17-8).
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Boylece “Ortanin solu temelde, 1950 sonrasi ekonomik uygulamalariyla
gelisen is¢i kesimine ve 1961 Anayasasi'nin sagladigi ortamda tlke igerisinde
ideolojilerin —o6zellikle sosyalizmin- daha rahat tartisiilmaya baslanmasinin
ortaya ¢ikarttig1 siyasi ve sosyal konjonktiirde, iscilerin oylarina ve aydinlarin
destegine yonelik olarak ortaya atilan bir se¢im slogani olma 06zelligi tastyordu”
(Kaynar, 1997: 174).

Bu sekilde baslayan “Orta’nin solu” yaklasimi CHP i¢inde ciddi taraftar
bulmaya baslamis ve bu diisincenin fikir babasi olan Biilent Ecevit, 14 Mayis
1972’de CHP genel baskanligina se¢ilmistir. 1973 secimlerinde CHP, %33,3 oyla
birinci parti olup, 185 milletvekili ¢ikararak ¢ok partili hayata gegisinden sonra
ilk gercek zaferini kazanmistir. Se¢imlerden sonra CHP, Subat 1974’de Milli
Selamet Partisi ile koalisyon hiikiimeti kurmus, fakat bu hiikiimet sadece 7 ay
iktidarda kaldiktan sonra Eyliil ayinda dagilmistir (Kili, 1976: 377).

CHP’nin muhalefete diismesinin ardindan 14 Aralik 1975 giinii yapilan 22.
Kurultay’dan sonra yaymlanan “Demokratik Sol Bildiri”de, CHP’nin “demokratik
sol” bir parti oldugu, bu anlayisin tlki ve ilke birligine dayandig1 ve amaglarinin
insanca ve hakc¢a bir diizen kurmak oldugu belirtilmistir (Kili, 1976: 430). Bu
sekilde “Orta’nin Solu” ile baslayan evrim “Demokratik Sol” diisiincesini
dogurmus ve parti, 1976’da Sosyalist Enternasyonal’e tiye olmugstur. 27 Kasim
1976 tarihindeki 23.Kurultay’da yapilan tiiziik degisikligi ile parti programina
Alt1 Ok ile simgelenen Kemalizm’in cumhuriyetgilik, milliyet¢ilik, halkeilik,
devletcilik, laiklik ve devrimcilik ilkelerinin yani sira, Ozgirlik, esitlik,
dayanisma, emegin Ustiinligi, gelismenin biitiinliigii, halkin kendini yOnetmesi
gibi “Demokratik sol” politikanin dayandigi alt1 kural daha eklenmistir (Bila,
2008: 261). Bu ideoloji ile girilen 1977 genel se¢cimlerden CHP %41,8 oy alarak
birinci parti olarak c¢ikmasina ragmen yeterli milletvekili sayisina
ulasmadigindan tek basina hiikiimet kuramamistir. Bu oy orani, ayni zamanda,
¢ok partili siyasal yasama gectikten sonra ginimiize kadar CHP’nin aldig1 en
yuksek oy orani olacaktir (Zircher, 2005: 262).

Marksizm’den kaynaklanmadigini gostermek i¢in, sosyal demokrasi yerine
“Demokratik Sol” deyimi kullanilmistir (Cosar ve Ozman, 2008: 239). Biilent
Ecevit’e gore, “Demokratik Sol” akim, Tirkiye’'de, iilkenin nesnel kosullarina
dayanan, dogmacilik ve Ozenticili§e kapilmayan yerli bir sol disiince akimi
gelistirilmesi ihtiyacindan dogmustur (Bila, 2008: 246).

“Demokratik sol, gerck koken itibariyle ve gerckse ilkeler itibariyle
sosyal demokrasiye bir karsi ¢ikis olarak ifade edilmis ve sosyal
demokrasinin Marksizm gelenedinden gelmesine karsilik, demokratik
sol koyliliik, kwrsal tiretim iliskileri ve kdyle dzdeslesmeyi yeglemis ve
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biitiin bunlar ele almdiginda, demokratik solculuk merkez saddan,
yalnizca bazi kavramlar: daha cok telaffuz etmesiyle ayrilan bir
kapsama ve soyleme ulasmistir” (Kahraman, 2002: 109-10).

Nitekim “Demokratik Sol” diisiince bu amac¢la 1980’den 6nce tasarladigi
diizenin toplumsal baslangic mekanin1 kirda (kéyde) ve ekonomik olarak da kir
ekonomisinde (tarim ve hayvancilik vb.) gormistiir (Ecevit, 1973: 55).
“Demokratik Sol” akimi diger sol akimlardan ayiran en 6nemli nokta, koylilige
verdigi Onem olmakla birlikte bu disiince, tim ilke ve uygulamalarini
“kalkinma” amaci etrafinda organize etmekteydi. Bu ag¢idan kalkinmacilik
“Demokratik Sol” diisiincenin, devletgilik ilkesi araciligiyla vurgulanan Kemalist
ideolojiden (Parla, 1992: 44) devraldigi en karakteristik Ozelliklerden biriydi.
Ancak gelir dagiliminin hizli kalkinmacilik anlayisina eklenerek savunulmasi
“Demokratik Sol” diiglinceyi bir yandan Batili sosyal demokrat uygulamalara
yaklastirirken diger yandan da ondan uzaklastirmistir. Cinkd kalkinmacilik
Batili sosyal demokrat partilerin giindeminde yer almamuistir, onlarin amaci
siiflar arasindaki gelir dagilimini diizeltmektir (Akat, 1991: 52).

Goralduga gibi CHP’de, sosyal demokrasinin alternatifi iddiasiyla
1980’den oOnce gelistirilen “Demokratik Sol” kavrami, partinin yeni kitleleri
kucaklayabilmek i¢in yaptigi ideolojik bir manevra goOrintisindedir. 1961
Anayasasr’nin getirdigi 6zgirliikler diizeni ile Tiirkiye is¢i Partisi gibi sosyalist
partilerin kurulmasi ve kitlelerin CHP’den uzaklasmasi sonucunda parti, temel
ilkeleri ve stratejileri arasindaki kopuklugu gidermek i¢in politikalarini gézden
gecirmeye baslamis ve se¢gmen kitlesini yeniden tanimlamaya calisarak gelisen
sosyalist hareket karsisinda emekgilere ve iscilere yonelmek istemisti. Boylece
CHP, Bati’daki sosyal demokrat partilerin gelisme siirecini tersinden izleyerek
halk partisinden, is¢1 veya daha genis bir sekilde emekgi1 partisine, yani smnifli bir
parti haline gelmeye c¢alisacakt: (Emrealp, 1991: 181). Bu sekilde Tirkiye’deki
sosyal demokrasi diisiincesinin, Bati’daki sosyal demokrat hareketten ters yonde
ve Bat’da refah sonrasi toplumun sorunlarina g¢are aranildigi donemde ortaya
ciktig1 goriilmektedir.

Dolayistyla 1980 o6ncesi donemde CHP ilk bakista, Sosyalist
Enternasyonal’e iiye olmasi, c¢alisan kesimlerin sozcilisi olmas: iddiasinda
bulunmasi, piyasa mekanizmalarini kabul etmesi ve 6zellikle 1974’den sonra is¢1
sendikalartyla baglarini giiclendirmis bir goriinti vermesi nedeniyle sosyal
demokrat parti olarak degerlendirilebilir. Ancak smif farkliligina degil smiflar
aras1 kaynasmaya yaptig1 vurgu, llkenin kendine 6zgi kosullarina baglh olarak
is¢i smifina ait bir parti Ozelliklerine dayanmamast ve tarima verdigi Onem
nedeniyle CHP’y1 sosyal demokrat bir parti olarak degerlendirmek zordur. Bu
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donemde CHP Batili sosyal demokrat partileri geriden takip etmistir. Soyle ki, II.
Diinya savagst sonrasindan 1970’lerin ortasina kadar uyguladiklari refah devleti
politikalar1 1ile sosyal demokrat partiler Ozellikle Avrupa’da ¢ok basarili
olmuglardir. CHP ise “Demokratik Sol” soylemi 1970’lerin ortalarinda
sekillendirmeye baslamis, katildigi seg¢imlerde oy oranlarini 6nemli Olg¢tde
artirmis olmasina ragmen tek basina hiikkiimet kuramamaistir.

1960 ve 1970’li yillarda CHP’nin gelistirdigi ortanin solu ve demokratik sol
kavramlarini inceledikten sonra c¢alismanin sonraki bolimiinde 1980 darbesi
sonrasi donemde CHP’nin siyasal kimligi incelenecektir.

3. 1980 SONRASI DONEMDE CHP VE SOSYAL DEMOKRASI

1980 askeri miudahalesinden sonra diger partilerle birlikte kapatilan
CHP’nin tabanina hitap eden Sosyal Demokrasi Partisi (SODEP) 1983’de Erdal
inonii ve eski CHP kadrolan1 tarafindan kurulmus, ancak bu parti 1983
secimlerine katilamamistir (Komiircii, 2010: 238). Secimlere Turgut Ozal’in
kurdugu Anavatan Partisi (ANAP), Necdet Calp’in kurmus oldugu ve CHP
tabanina hitap eden Halk¢1 Parti (HP) ve Turgut Sunalp’in kurdugu Milliyetgi
Demokrasi Partisi (MDP) katilmistir. HP parti programinda kendisini “sosyal
adaletci, sosyal glvenlikei, ¢alisanlarin yasam diizeyini yiikseltmeye calisan,
devletcilige agirlik veren, Ozglrlikk¢li parlamenter demokrasiye bagli sosyal
demokrat bir parti” olarak tanimlamaktaydi (Kaynar, 1997: 181).

1984 yerel secimlerinde HP’nin oylarmnin erimesi “solda birlesme”
¢agrilarinin artmasina neden olmus ve 1985 yili Kasim ayinda HP ile SODEP
Sosyal Demokrat Halk¢r Parti (SHP) ismi altinda birlesmistir. SHP’ nin parti
programi, bir yandan CHP’nin diisiinsel anlaminda miras¢is1 diger yandan
Batr’daki sosyal demokrasi gorlslerin savunucusu  gOrinimiindedir.
Kemalizmin alt1 ilkesi SHP tarafindan da kabul edilmis ve bu ilkelere en az
sosyal demokrasinin prensipleri kadar 6nem verilmistir (Komirct, 2010: 252).
SHP, insana en stiin degeri veren, gliciinii halktan alan, insan haklar1 ve
Ozgurliklerine, emege saygili, demokrasiyi yasamin her alanina yayan, iiretimi
artirirken sosyal adaleti birlikte gerceklestiren, haksiz kazanci 6nleyen, sosyal
dayanismaya Oncelik taniyan, ulusal butinliglini ve bagimsizligini
gl¢lendirirken diinya barisina ve tim insanlifa katkida bulunmaya calisan bir
diizene ulasmay1 amaglamistt (SHP Programi, 1985: 8). SHP nin bireye iliskin
amaglari, Ozgirlik, esitlik ve emegin degeri (SHP Programi, 1985: 9-10);
topluma 1iliskin amaglari, demokratiklesme, bagimsizlik ve treticilik olarak
aciklanmistt (SHP Programi, 1985: 10-12). Parti, sosyal tabanini tanimlarken,
“Sosyal Demokrat partiler is¢i, memur, kigik dretici, ¢ift¢i, esnaf ve
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zanaatkarlar gibi emekgi toplum katmanlarina dayanirlar” (SHP Programi, 1985:
26-7) bigciminde genel bir ifade kullanmak suretiyle “toplumun ekonomik agidan
glgstiz” kesimleri olan ¢alisanlarin temsilciligini distlendigini belirtmistir. Buna
bagli olarak 1980’lerin sonunda “parti ile emekgi kitleler arasinda belirgin bir
etkilesim gergceklesmisti” (Komiircii, 2010: 259). Ayrica SHP, parti programinda,
“insana verdigi degerin ve sosyal devlet anlayisinin bir uzantisi olarak tlkede
yasayan herkesin sosyal giivenlik sistemi kapsamina alimmasini” amagladigini
ifade etmekteydi (SHP Programi, 1985: 44). Bu nedenle, parti 1yi diizenlenmis ve
etkin bir yonetime sahip sosyal glivenlik sisteminin topluma katkida bulunacagi
ve diger sosyal politikalar1 gli¢lendirecegini dile getirmektedir (SHP Programi,
1985: 44). Boylece SHP’nin bireysel, toplumsal ve genel amaglar1 agisindan ve
taban olarak da calisan kesimleri hedeflemesi nedeniyle Avrupa’daki sosyal
demokratik diisiince ile benzerlikler tasidigini sOyleyebiliriz.

Solda HP ve SODEP birlesmesinin yankilar1 devam ederken 1985 yilinin
Kasim ayinda ve SHP’nin kurulusundan kisa bir siire sonra 1980 darbesi ile
kapatilarak siyasi hayat: kesintiye ugrayan CHP’nin baskani Biilent Ecevit’in
siyasi yasakli olmasi nedeniyle esi Rahsan Ecevit'in genel baskanliginda
Demokratik Sol Parti (DSP) kurulmustur (Zircher, 2005: 284). DSP’nin
programinda da SHP’de oldugu gibi sosyal demokrasi diisiincesinin ana
kavramlar (6zgiirliik, esitlik, dayanigsma gibi) vardi ve temel hak ve 6zgurliklere
dayali, ¢ogulcu ve katilimcr demokrasi amaglanmaktayd: (DSP Programi).

Bu sekilde 1990’1arin basinda siyaset sahnesinde SHP ve DSP olarak iki sol
parti mevcut iken, 1980 askeri miidahalesinden sonra kapatilan partilerin
acilmasimin 6niindeki engeller kalktiktan sonra 1992’de CHP yeniden agilmaistir.
CHP’yi yeniden agmak i¢in harekete gegen siyasetcilerin oncelikli amaci, SHP
ve DSP’yi blinyesine katarak solu birlestirmek ve yeniden tek parti olarak ortaya
cikmaktir (Bila, 2008: 329-330). Deniz Baykal on bir yil sonra yeniden siyaset
sahnesine ¢ikan CHP’nin genel baskani olmus, CHP’nin eski genel baskani
Biilent Ecevit ise DSP’nin basina gegmistir. iki parti arasindaki goriismelerden
sonra Subat 1995’te SHP, CHP’ye katiim karar1 almistir. Hikmet Cetin
oybirligiyle CHP Genel Baskani se¢ilmis, 9 Eyliil 1995’deki kurultayda ise Deniz
Baykal genel baskan olmustur. Boylelikle Tiirk siyasi yasaminda yeniden CHP
olgusu var olmaya baslamuistir.

Kurulugsunda 12 Eylil 1980 Oncesindeki CHP’nin siyasal mirasgist
oldugunu kabul eden parti, tiiziigiinde Kemalizm’in alt1 ilkesine bagli, ¢agdas
demokratik sol bir siyasal yapi oldugunu belirtmektedir (Cumhuriyet Halk
Partisi Tizik, 1995: 4-5). Parti, tipki 1980 6ncesinde oldugu gibi Bati Avrupa
tilkelerinden farkli olarak Tiirkiye’de sosyal demokrasinin bir ig¢i siifi hareketi
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olarak dogmadigna isaret ederek, Tiirk sosyal demokrasisinin sanayi ve tarim
iscilerinin yanmi sira, kiigiik memurlarin, tarim/sanayi/hizmet sektorlerindeki
kiigiik treticilerin de siyasi temsilciligini de yiiklenmek zorunda oldugunu ifade
etmektedir. CHP sosyal demokrasinin, emek ile sermaye arasinda taraflardan
birini karsisina alarak birini Otekinden ustiin tutan bir karsithigin ifadesi
olmadigin1 belirtmektedir (CHP Programi, 1994: 15). Boylece CHP, sosyal
demokrasinin toplumun sadece bir kesimini gdzetmekle sinirli tutan bir siyaset
olmadigini ifade etmek suretiyle, agik¢a is¢i sinifin1 6ne ¢ikarmadan, tipkl 1980
Oncesinde oldugu gibi; dayanmak istedigi toplum kesimini olabildigince genis
tutma kaygis1 ve degisen siyasal konjonktiire gore pozisyon alabilme g¢abasi
icindedir. Ote yandan CHP, parti programinda kendi sosyal demokrasi
diisiincesini dayandirdig1 ilkeleri su sekilde siralamustir: Ozgurliik, esitlik,
dayanisma, emegin Ustiinligli ve biitiinliigi, gelismenin biitiinltigi ve etkinligi ve
demokratiklesme (CHP Programi, 1994: 23-27).

CHP’nin parti programinda Ozgiirlik, insanin kisiliginin, diisiincesinin,
yeteneklerinin ve yaraticiliginin siirekli gelismesini saglayan kosul olarak gorilir
ve hem bireyin hem de toplumun kendini agsmasinin geregi olarak kabul edilir
(CHP Programi, 1994: 23). Esitlik ilkesi ise devletin kosullarini diizenleyecegi
firsat esitligi temelinde tanimlanir; egitimde firsat esitligi ve kadin-erkek esitligi
konusu oOzellikle vurgulanir (CHP Programi, 1994: 24). Ote yandan parti
programinda toplumsal dayanismanin, halkin yonetimde sorumluluk almasiyla,
dengeli gelir dagilimi ve vergilendirmeyle, yaygin sosyal giivenlik
uygulamalariyla, kamusal hizmet kuruluslariyla, sivil toplum Orgiitleriyle ve
engellilere 6zel kosullarin sunulmasiyla saglanacagi ifade edilir (CHP Programi,
1994: 24). CHP, toplumsal dayanisma i¢in devletin tiim vatandaslarin asgari
ihtiyaglarin1 karsilamasi gerekliligini ifade ederken, Batili iilkelerde uygulanan
refah devleti politikalarina atif yapmaktadir, diyebiliriz. Partiye gore emek, insan
kisiliginin olusmasinda, insan yaraticiliginin gelismesinde ve insanin toplumla
biitiinlesmesinde en 6nemli etken oldugu i¢in en yiice degerdir (CHP Programi,
1994: 25). CHP, gelismenin temeli ve biitinliigliinii, ekonomik biyimeye ve
iiretim artisina baglamaktadir. Uretim artisinin ekonomik biiyiimeyi getirecegini
ve bunun da toplumun gelismesini hazirlayacagini belirten parti, gelismeyi bir
biitiin olarak ele aldigin1 ve bu biitiinlin i¢ine ekonomik, sosyal ve siyasal
gelismelerin  hepsini kattigini da beyan etmektedir. Partiye gore, gelisme
saglanirken sosyal haklar ve duyarliliklar da goz ardi edilmemelidir (CHP
Programi, 1994: 25-26). Parti programinda, demokratiklesme ile insan haklari,
sosyal adalet, laiklik ve ¢ogulculuk icinde gelisme gibi temel Olgitler ile
biitiinlesen bir toplum olusturmay:r hedefledigini belirten CHP’ye gore,
Cumbhuriyeti meydana getiren tim unsurlarin, inang ve kimlik 6zelliklerinin,
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siyasal tercihlerinin “kendi demokratik farklilagmalari i¢inde biitiinligi” anlayist
gelistirilmelidir (CHP Programi, 1994: 26). Zira partiye gore, demokrasi
kiltiriniin benimsenmesi ve yayginlasmasi i¢cin kamunun planli ¢abasina ve
organizasyonuna gereksinim vardir (CHP Programi, 1994: 26). Bu amagla sivil
toplum yapilanmasinin desteklenerek gelistirilmesi gerektigini belirten parti,
devletin ¢agdas bir hizmet aracina doniisimiinii saglamak i¢in 6zgiirce kurulan
sivil toplum Orgiitlerinin, kendilerini dogrudan ilgilendiren konular basta olmak
tizere, her alanda kararlara katilim siireglerinde yer almalarinin gozetilmesi
gereginden de s0z etmektedir (Dilan, 1995: 128).

Bu baglamda, insanca yasama ve g¢alisma kosullarinin saglanmasimin ve
insan kisiliginin Ozgiirce gelistirilmesinin 6n kosulunun Orgiitli toplumun
yaratilmasi oldugunu kabul eden CHP, 6zellikle ticretli ¢alisanlarin sendikalarda
Orgiitlenmesini tesvik ettigini beyan etmistir (CHP Programi, 1994: 52). Parti,
devletin herkese calisma hakkini saglamasi ve bu hakkin korunmasinda birinci
derecede sorumlu olmasi yaninda, ¢alisma hakkinin kaybi durumunda ekonomik
ve sosyal kayiplari giderme islevini istlenmesi gerektigini de belirtir (CHP
Programi, 1994: 30, 39). Parti programinda CHP, 6zgiirliik, firsat esitligi, emegin
Ustiinliigii, sosyal haklar, demokratiklesme ve sivil toplum gibi sosyal demokrat
partiler tarafindan vurgulanan konulara 6zel 6nem vermistir.

Bu s6yleme ek olarak ingiltere ve Almanya gibi tilkelerde “yeni sol” olarak
adlandirilan partilerin iktidara gelmesinden etkilenerek, 1995 se¢imleri 6ncesi
secmenin karsisina “yeni sol” slogani altinda yukarida ayrintili bahsedilen bir
programla ¢ikmig, ancak “yeni sol” slogani parti agisindan istenilen sonuglari
saglayamamistir. Zira “Yeni sol” slogani ile katildigr 1995 se¢imlerinde CHP
%10,7 oraninda oy alarak %10 barajini sinirdan gecebilmis ve meclise girmisti.
Fakat 1999 se¢imlerinde baraji asamayan CHP tarihinde ilk defa meclis disinda
kald1 (Bila, 2008: 329-330). Giines-Ayata, CHP’nin oy kaybini ideoloji ve
programina iliskin sorunlar, Orgiitsel yap1 ve liderligine iliskin sorunlar ile
toplumsal destek saglayamama olmak tiizere ii¢ nedene baglamistir. Giines-
Ayata’ya gore CHP ideolojik tutarlilik saglayamamais, uygulanabilir politikalar
ve programlar olusturamamaistir (2002: 135: Turan, 2006).

Meclis disinda kalan CHP, DSP-MHP-ANAP koalisyon hiikiimetine karsi
muhalefetini siirdiirmis ve Ozellikle Subat 2001 ekonomik krizinden hiikiimeti
sorumlu tutarak muhalefetini siddetlendirmistir. 2002’de yapilan erken se¢imlere
CHP umutlu bir sekilde hazirlansa da AKP % 34,3 oy oraniyla 363
milletvekilligi kazanmis ve tek basma iktidara gelmistir (Ozbudun, 2006: 543).
CHP ise %19,3 oyla 178 milletvekili ¢ikarabilmistir (Sayari, 2007: 199).
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2002 sec¢imlerinden 6nce yapilan arastirmaya gore, CHP sosyal demokrat
Ozelliklerinden ziyade laiklik, {initer devlet yapisi taraftar1 olmasi ve c¢agdas
degerleri benimsemesi ile se¢menden oy toplayacaktir (Boratav, Erder,
Kalaycioglu vd. 2002: 77). Bu arastirmanin bulgular1 CHP yo6neticileri tarafindan
da tespit edilmis olacak ki 2007 se¢imleri Oncesinde hazirlanan Pusula 2007 isimli
secim bildirgesinde ilkenin butiinliigy, laik ve demokratik rejimin korunmasi
gerekliligi vurgulanmistir. Bildirgenin OnsOziinde Tirkiye'nin laik diizeni,
Atatiirk ilke ve devrimleri ve Cumhuriyet’in ¢agdas kazanimlarinin yipratildig,
ulusal butinliglimizin tehdit altinda oldugu ve dis politikamizin tam bir
teslimiyetcilik i¢cinde oldugu ifade edilmistir (Cumhuriyet Halk Partisi: Pusula
2007: 1-2). Bildirgede ter6riin halen Tirkiye’nin en Onemli sorunu oldugu,
CHP’nin iktidara gelmesiyle teroriin i¢ ve dis kaynaklar: ile etkin bir sekilde
miicadele edilecegi dile getirilmistir (Cumhuriyet Halk Partisi: Pusula 2007: 8).
Laiklik konusunda ise, AKP Hiikiimeti'nin ¢esitli yasal diizenlemeler yaparak
Tirkiye’de bir din devleti kurmaya ¢alistigs, CHP’nin Cumhuriyet'in
kurumlaria sahip ¢ikacagi; laik ve ¢agdas tim deger ve kurumlar1 koruyacagi
belirtilmistir (Cumhuriyet Halk Partisi: Pusula 2007: 13).

Kendini sosyal demokrat bir parti olarak tanimlayan CHP’nin 2007 se¢im
bildirgesinde, sosyal demokrasi ilkeleri ile uyumlu olarak bazi noktalarin alti
cizilmistir. Ornegin, CHP’nin amact “baris¢ci, dayanismaci ve esitlikei” bir
toplum olusturmak, insan haklar1 temelli 6zglrlik¢ii ve ¢ogulcu demokrasiyi
gi¢lendirmek olarak ifade edilmistir. Sonugta daha 6zgir bir birey, daha orgiitli
bir toplum ve daha demokratik bir devlet ortaya ¢ikacaktir. Bu amagla, ifade ve
iletisim Ozglrliigiiniin 6niindeki tim engeller kaldirilacak, 6rgiitli sivil toplum
yapist desteklenecektir (Cumhuriyet Halk Partisi: Pusula 2007: 17). Bildirgede
daha sonra bes yildir izlenmekte olan ulusal ve sosyal duyarliliktan yoksun
politikalar sonucu, aglik ve yoksullugun yayginlastigi, en az bir milyon yurttagin
yataga a¢ girdigi, igsizligin toplumsal afet konumuna ulastigl, i¢ ve dis borglarla
cari islemler agiginda rekorlar kirildigr belirtilmistir (Cumhuriyet Halk Partisi:
Pusula 2007: 2). CHP kendi ekonomi programini diinyaya agik, sosyal
politikalara Onem veren piyasa ekonomisine dayali bir program olarak
tanimlamakta, ileri teknoloji ve disa agik ulusal sanayilesme politikasiyla
1ssizligin azaltilacagini 6ne siirmektedir (Cumhuriyet Halk Partisi: Pusula 2007:
24-25, 30). Bildirgede, CHP’nin iktidara gelmesi halinde sosyal devlet anlayisina
uygun olarak tiim vatandaslarin sosyal giivenlik sistemine dahil edilecegi, her
tirli saglik ve egitim hizmetinden esit sekilde yararlanacagi vaat edilmistir
(Cumhuriyet Halk Partisi: Pusula 2007: 43-44, 48). Ayrica, farkli tlkelerdeki
sosyal demokrat partilerle yakin iliskilerin stirdiiriilecegi ve “esitlik, 6zgirlik,
dayanigsma ve baris” gibi sosyal demokrasinin evrensel degerlerine derinlik ve
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etkinlik kazandirilacagi ifade edilmektedir (Cumhuriyet Halk Partisi: Pusula
2007: 70). Ancak tiim bu sosyal demokrasi ilkelerinin vurgulanmasi ¢abalarina
karsin, Baykal doneminde parti “laiklik ve milliyet¢ilik ayaklart agir basan” bir
parti goriniimiine birinmis (Komiirci, 2011: 39) ve farkli toplumsal kesimlerin
oylarini alma konusunda basarili olamamistir (Ciddi, 2008:).

2007 genel se¢cimlerinden sonra AKP’nin %46,5 oy orani ile iktidar olmasi
ve CHP’nin %20,8 oy orani ile ancak 112 milletvekili ¢ikarmasi parti iginde
calkantilara ve mubhalif seslerin ytlkselmesine neden olmakla beraber, Nisan
2008’deki 32. Olagan Kurultay’da yapilan segimler sonucu Deniz Baykal
yeniden parti bagkani segilmistir (Bila, 2008: 444-47). Ancak, Eylil 2010’da
yapilacak anayasa degisikligi referandumu Oncesinde; Mayis aymnda Deniz
Baykal parti bagkanligindan istifa etmis ve onun yerine 33. Olagan Kurultay’da
Kemal Kiligdaroglu yeni parti baskani olarak secilmistir (Kémiircti, 2011: 40).

Kiligdaroglu'nun Genel Baskan secilmesiyle “yeni CHP”? tartismalar
baglamistir. “Yeni CHP” sdylemi, Oncelikle Deniz Baykal doneminde partinin
milliyet¢i egilimine, AB karsitligina, Kiirt sorunu ile ilgili belirsiz tutumuna, yaslh
kadrosuna, segkinci tavrina, kent yoksullar yerine laik orta-sinifla bag kurmasina
elestiri olarak ortaya ¢ikmistir (Uysal, 2011:134). Partinin yeni lideri
Kiligdaroglu, miitevazi kisiligi, yolsuzlukla miicadele konusunda kararli tutumu
ve partinin milliyet¢i kanadina mesafeli durusu nedeniyle degisimin semboli
olarak gorilmustir (Uysal, 2011:132). Kiligdaroglu, hem CHP’yi yenileyecegini
ve iktidar yapacagini hem de Tirkiye’nin demokratiklesme, yoksulluk gibi temel
sorunlarina ¢ozim getirecegini vaat etmistir (Komirci, 2011). Buna bagh
olarak, CHP 2011 se¢im kampanyasmi “Yeni CHP” ve “Herkes icin CHP”
sloganlari ile ylirtitmiistiir.

Kemal Kiligdaroglu'nun genel baskanliginda katildigr 2011 seg¢imlerinde
CHP oy oranint % 25,9’a milletvekili sayisin1 da 135’e yiikseltmistir. Segimler
Oncesi hazirlanan CHP 2011 Se¢im Bildirgesi'ni inceledigimizde, 2007 se¢im
bildirgesinden bazi énemli farkliliklarla ayrildigmi sdyleyebiliriz. Oncelikle parti,
2011 bildirgesinde kendini “Cumhuriyet’in kurucu ilke ve degerlerine bagli,
cagdas bir sosyal demokrat parti” olarak tanimlamistir. Tirkiye tarithinde
yasanan lg¢ biiylik doniisimde de CHP’nin 6nemli rolii oldugunun alt1 ¢izilmis
ve Cumbhuriyet’i kuran, ¢ok partili yasama gecisi saglayan ve sosyal demokrasi
tartismalarint  Tirkiye'nin  gindemine tasiyan partinin CHP  oldugu
vurgulanmistir (CHP 2011 Se¢im Bildirgesi: 4). Ayrica Alt1 Ok'un yani sira
CHP’nin sosyal demokrasinin temel prensiplerine de sahip ¢iktigin1 gostermek

3“Yeni CHP”nin ne kadar yeni oldugunu tartisan akademik calismalar igin bkz. Uysal (2011) ve
Komiirca (2011).
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amaciyla, partinin 6zgirlikei, esitlikei, dayanismaci ve ¢ogulcu bir parti oldugu
dile getirilmistir. Bu kapsamda Tirkiye'nin yeni Anayasasinin temel ilkelerinin
Ozgurliketlik ve c¢ogulculuk, esitlik ve sosyal adalet, katilimcilik, insan
haklariin 6nceligi, gii¢lii parlamenter sistem, hukuk devleti, uluslararas: hukuka
saygt ve kadin-erkek esitligi olmasi gerektigi ileri sirilmiistiir (CHP 2011 Se¢im
Bildirgesi: 9-10). Basin 6zgilirligiiniin 6niindeki engellerin kaldirilacag: vaadi
partinin 6zglir medyaya ve ifade Ozgiirligiine verdigi 6nemi gostermektedir.
Yine 2007 se¢im bildirgesine benzer sekilde laiklik ve Cumbhuriyet’in temel
degerlerine sahip ¢ikilacagi vurgusu yapilmakla beraber, bildirgede bu boliimlere
¢ok fazla agirlik verilmemistir.

Turkiye ekonomisinin en 6nemli sorunlarinin yiiksek igsizlik, kayit disi
istihdam, bolgesel gelir dengesizligi, gelir dagilimi bozuklugu ve yoksulluk
oldugunu belirten parti, bu sorunlarin ¢dzimi i¢cin CHP iktidarinda “yiiksek
istikrarli, tim sektOrlere yayilan, nitelikli ve sosyal dengeleri bozmayan bir
biiytime” hedefledigini ifade edilmistir (CHP 2011 Se¢im Bildirgesi: 22). Ayrica
CHP, ekonomi programinin odagina sosyal devlet araciligiyla insani ve insani
kalkinmay1 koydugunu, cevresel ve ekolojik riskleri minimuma indirmek ig¢in
yesil ekonomi modelini benimsedigini dile getirmistir (CHP 2011 Se¢im
Bildirgesi: 23). Sosyal devlet anlayisina 6zel énem verilen bildirgede CHP’nin
“yurttaslarinin  6zgirligini givence altina alan, toplumsal yasamin her
alaninda esitlik ve adaleti saglayan, firsat esitligine dayali giiclii sosyal devleti
kurmakta kararli” oldugu ifadelerine yer verilmistir (CHP 2011 Se¢im Bildirgesi:
50). Sosyal devlet kapsaminda CHP iktidarinda, Aile Sigortasi uygulamasinin
baslatilacagini, bu sayede tim yurttaslarimizin kimseye muhta¢ olmadan,
bagimsiz, 6zglir ve esit bireyler olarak yasayacagini, kadinlarin giiclendirilecegini
ve toplumsal yasama katilabilecegini o6ne strmektedir (CHP 2011 Se¢im
Bildirgesi: 51-52).

Sosyal devlet anlayis1 geregi her vatandasa basta egitim ve saglik olmak
tizere her alanda firsat esitligi saglanacagi, gelir dagilimi ugurumu ve bolgeler
aras1 farklarin azaltilacagi, herkese sendikal haklar saglanacagi, kadinlarin
siyasete katilimini arttirmak igcin kota uygulanacagi, gencglerin karar alma
stureclerine  katillminin  desteklenecegi, yerel yOnetimlerin  yeniden
yapilandirilacagi, ¢cevrenin korunmasi i¢in her tiirli 6nlemin alinacagt CHP’nin
diger vaatleri olarak 6ne ¢ikmaktadir (CHP 2011 Se¢im Bildirgesi: 54-73).

Baykal ve Kiligdaroglu donemlerini 2007 ve 2011 se¢im bildirgeleri
tizerinden karsilastirdigimizda Baykal doneminin aksine Kiligdaroglu
doneminde CHP’nin laiklik ve milliyet¢ilikten ziyade AKP doéneminde artan
1ssizlik ve yoksulluga vurgu yaptigini, sosyal devlet anlayisi ve ozgirlikctlige
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0zel onem verdigini sOyleyebiliriz. Ayrica Kiligdaroglu'nun Baykal déneminin
aksine tim toplum kesimlerine hitap etmeye ¢alisan, kapsayict bir dil
gelistirilmeye calisildigir géze carpmaktadir (Uysal, 2011; Koémiirct, 2011).
Baykal doneminde partinin tabanini daha ¢ok laiklik konusunda kaygilar1 olan
kentli orta ve ust smiflar olustururken, Kiligdaroglu doneminde bu gruba
Ozellikle emekgi ve kent yoksullarinin da eklenmesi amaglanmistir; ancak se¢im

sonuglari bu konuda partinin basarili olamadigint gostermistir (Ciddi ve Esen,
2014).

4. SONUC

Bat1 Avrupa’da sosyal demokrasi 6zellikle II. Dinya Savasi’ndan sonra
refah devleti uygulamalarin1 savunarak genis toplumsal kesimlere ulasmuistir.
Ancak 1970’1 yillarin sonunda sosyal devlet harcamalarinin hizli yikselisi ve
1980’lerde Soguk Savas'in bitiminden sonra neo-liberalizmin hegemonik
disince haline gelmesiyle ciddi bir kriz yasamistir. Bu kriz 1990’11 yillarda
“iglincli yol” fikrinin gelistirilmesiyle asilabilmis ve sosyal demokrat partiler
yeniden iktidara gelmeye (ingiltere ve Almanya Orneginde oldugu gibi)
baslamistir.

Tirkiye Orneginde ise, CHP oOzellikle ¢ok partili hayata gegisten sonra
degisen toplumsal, siyasal ve ekonomik kosullar nedeniyle donem donem farkli
kavramlar (1960’larda “ortanin solu”, 1970’lerde “demokratik sol”, 90’larda
“yeni sol” ve 2010’dan beri “yeni CHP”) araciligiyla kendisini sosyal demokrat
olarak tanimlayan bir parti olmustur. Fakat CHP’nin sosyal demokrat bir parti
olarak tanimlanmasmin ciddi problemler igerdigini soyleyebiliriz. Partinin
1960’larin ikinci yarisinda kendini sosyalist partilerden ayirmak ve se¢men
kitlesini genisletmek i¢in ortanin solunda bir parti olarak tanimlamasi ve bu
yilarda is¢i sinifina yonelmesi itibariyle, Avrupa’daki sosyal demokrat partilere
benzer bir tavir gelistirdigi sOylenebilir ise de, partinin sinif farkliligina degil
siiflar arast kaynasmaya yaptigi vurgu sosyal demokrat bir parti olarak
tanimlanmasini imkansiz kilmastir.

1970’1 yilarda ise CHP, sosyal demokrat ideolojiyi kalkinmacilik ve
adaletli gelir dagilimi1 giidiisii etrafinda yorumlayarak kendini “ortanin solu”
yerine “demokratik sol” kavrami ile tanimlamistir. Ancak kalkinmaci yaklagimi
CHP’yi, sanayilesmesini tamamlamis tlkelerde 06zellikle II. Diinya Savasi
sonrast donemde kapsamli refah devleti uygulamalarini hayata gegirmis olan
Batili sosyal demokrat partilerden uzaklastirmistir.

1980 sonrasi donemde CHP’nin devami niteliginde kurulan SODEP ve
HP’nin birlesmesi ile ortaya ¢ikan SHP’nin, Kemalizm ilkelerine ilave olarak
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sosyal demokrasi prensiplerine de parti programinda yer verdigini gormekteyiz.
1992’de CHP’nin yeniden ag¢ilmasiyla SHP’de CHP’ye katilmigs ve parti bu
donemde, Bati Avrupa’daki sosyal demokrat partilerin neo-liberalizm
hegemonyasi1 karsisinda yasadigr agmazi asmak i¢in gelistirmis oldugu t¢iincii
yol projesinden etkilenerek “yeni sol” sloganini benimsemistir. Buna bagli olarak
parti programinda sosyal demokrat ilkelere de 6nem verilmistir. Ancak 1995
secim sonuglart CHP’nin bu yeni sol disiincesini genis kitlelere ulastirma
konusunda pek basarili olamadigini goéstermistir. Bu nedenle, parti 2010’a kadar
katilmis oldugu tiim se¢imlerde laiklik ve milliyet¢ilik vurgusunun 6ne ¢iktig1 bir
sOylem gelistirerek daha dar bir toplumsal kesime hitap etmeyi tercih etmistir.

2010’da Genel Baskan olarak secgilen Kemal Kiligdaroglu, CHP’yi bu dar
sOylemin disina ¢ikarmak amaciyla yoksulluk ve issizlik konular1 iizerinden
muhalefet yapip, sosyal devlet anlayiginin énemini vurgulamak suretiyle, sosyal
demokrat bir parti haline getirmeye ¢abalamaktadir. Fakat CHP’nin,
Cumbhuriyet’i kuran parti kimligini birakip degisen toplumsal, siyasal ve
ekonomik kosullara gore kendine yeni bir sosyal demokrat bir parti kimligi
olusturmasinin Oniinde ¢esitli engeller bulunmaktadir. AKP iktidar1 doneminde
kentli orta siniflar laikligin tehdit altinda oldugu diistincesiyle ciddi bir tedirginlik
yasamakta ve bu kesimlerin temsilcisi olarak laik Cumbhuriyet’t kuran parti
olarak CHP 6ne ¢ikmaktadir. Dolayisiyla CHP’nin kati laik ve milliyet¢i eksen
disina ¢ikmasi Oncelikle bu kesimlerin tepkisiyle karsilasmaktadir. Bir baska
engel ise Bat1 Avrupa’da sosyal demokrat partilerin basarili olmasinda énemli bir
rol oynayan is¢i hareketinin Tirkiye’de Ozellikle 1980 askeri miidahalesinden
sonra sendikal haklar ve ifade 6zgiirliigiine getirilen kisitlamalar nedeniyle iyice
etkisiz hale gelmis olmasidir. Tim bu i¢ dinamiklerin yani sira, bir de tim
diinyada neo-liberalizm hegemonyasinin hiikiim stirmesi ve sosyal demokrat
parti ve hareketlerin gerilemesi ise dikkat ¢ekilmesi gereken dis dinamiklerden
biri olarak karsimiza ¢ikmaktadir. Bu tespitlere ragmen yine de, CHP’nin sosyal
demokrat bir parti olma yolunda bir ivme kazanip kazanamayacagini bekleyip
gormek gerekmektedir.
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WOMEN IN THE LEBANESE DAILY NEWSPAPERS CARTOONS
Roy JREIJIRY
ABSTRACT

Many thousands of people demonstrated on March 8, 2014
demanding the promulgation of the law to protect women from
domestic violence. It was the biggest feminist manifestation in
the history of Lebanon and which started after a number of cases
largely covered by the media of women killed or beaten by their
husbands.

In this context we have decided to observe how the daily
press reflected the emergence of the feminist movement and
what place it has reserved for women during this period through
the cartoons. This article proposes the examination of a corpus
of cartoons in four Lebanese daily newspapers (4n-Nahar, As-
Safir, Al-Mustaqbal and al-Balad) during a period of one year.

The result that we reached is that the Lebanese cartoonists
give little importance to the feminine figure. At the same time
the struggle conducted by the feminist movements during the
period of the study were almost absent from the cartoonists’
work. These cartoonists seem to be led by stereotypes that they
reproduce, a rearguard struggle. One of these stereotypes is the
model of the beautiful and sexy woman, an erotic object par
excellence.

Keywords: Lebanon, feminism, daily newspapers, cartoons,
Lebanese women.
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INTRODUCTION
The Context and the Objective

Propelled to the front of the media scene and the social networks, notably after
the publicity around many cases of women beaten to death by their husbands,' the
women’s rights theme has been feeding the news on the Lebanese information
organs recently: claims of a parliamentary quota, mobilization for the
acknowledgement of the Lebanese women’s right to pass their nationality to their
children (rejected under the pretext of maintaining the demographic equilibrium
between the religious communities), contestation of the absence of a common Civil
Personal Status Code (which is exclusively run by the religious communities which
constitute the Lebanese State), struggle for the promulgation of a law protecting
women from domestic violence (including marital rape) marked out by the largest
feminist manifestation, which took place on March 8, on the occasion of the
International Women’s Day.

Beirut witnessed one of the largest protests in recent memory, calling on the
Lebanese parliament to pass a law protecting women from domestic
violence. Beyond highlighting the latter, the demonstration suggests a
growing desire by Lebanese citizens for a political and social system that
truly represents their voices and protects their basic rights,’

according to Al-Akhbar newspaper in its online English edition. This agitation led
the Lebanese parliament to the adoption of a bill protecting women from domestic
violence on April 1, 2014; a bill considered unsatisfactory because it does not take
into consideration a number of modifications required by the non-governmental
organizations (NGOs).

It is in this context that we propose to analyze how the Lebanese cartoonists
viewed women during a period of one year, from April 1, 2013 until March 31,
2014. It is a question of interpreting the selected cartoons following the three
reading criteria: figurative, narrative and thematic (Everaert-Desmedt, 2007: 225-
235).

! After the media coverage of the cases of Roula Yaakoub (died aged 32, July 7, 2013), Fatméal-
Nachar (aged 28, beaten in January 2014 by her husband, her brother-in-law and her mother-in law),
Manal Assi (33, brutally murdered by her husband on February 5, 2014) and of Christelle Abou
Chagra (died aged 41 on February 16, 2014, poisoned with Demol). After being accused of beating
his wife Roula Yaakoub to death, her husband was later acquitted to the outrage of NGOs and the
women rights activists.

2 Yazan al-Saadi, “Thousands renew fight against patriarchy on International Women’s Day”, Al-
Akhbar English, March, 8" 2014. URL: http://english.al-akhbar.com/node/18945.

33



Roy Jreijiry alternatif politika
Cilt 7, Say1 1, Nisan 2015

The Dailies and the Corpus

We have chosen drawings found in the daily, general purpose press, published
in Arabic. Eight out of the 11 Lebanese dailies publish cartoons. Of these eight we
have selected the four most distributed papers: An-Nahar (The Day), Al-Mustagbal
(The Future), A4s-Safir (The Ambassador) and Al-Balad (The Country).> By daily
representing the news, the cartoonist plays the role of a ‘real columnist’ (Gervereau,
2004:. 117), reflecting the paper’s position toward the tackled themes reflecting the
paper’s position regarding them.

In Al-Mustagbal newspaper, the daily “Caricature” heading, which disappears
starting from January 28, 2014, occupies the top of page 3 (i.e. six columns out of
eight and a quarter of the height). This heading, signed by Nabil Abou Hamad,* is
reserved for the extremely topical issues, often related to the news treated on the first
page. Thus women are not represented in the 276 drawings of Abou Hamad in A4/-
Mustagbal, with the exception of two cases of allegoric personification where
freedom and mutiny’ appear as women. The absence of feminine representations in
this paper has led us to eliminate from the studied corpus.

In An-Nahar, the cartoon is more valorized, as it appears daily on top of the
last page (with the same proportion of Al-Mustagbal’s) and weekly (every Friday) in
the middle of page 17 or 23 (over four columns and one fifth of the height), in the
middle of the Dalil an-Nahar (The An-Nahar Guide) heading, which consists of
several pages and is dedicated to entertainment. The line drawings of An-Nahar are
signed by Armand Homsi.°

On the other hand, the cartoon is less valorized in A4s-Safir, while it remains
manifold. It changes in format, in position and title, but it is always signed by Saad
Hajo.” A portrait drawing is published at the bottom of the last page (occupying two
columns out of eight and one fifth of the height) under the title « With my Sincere
Cartoon » (“_5S Sl 3 «0”) another one of the same format appears at the bottom
of the penultimate page (occupying two to four columns out of eight and a quarter

3 The other four are: Al-Binaa, Al-Liwa’, Ash-Sharq and Al-Joumhouriya.

4 Abou Hamad is a known novelist and illustrator born in the 1940s. He signed his cartoons in A/-
Mustagbal between November 1, 2008 and January 28, 2014.

> The cartoonist extends the association of women with mutiny in the monotheistic religions.

¢ Interior Design and Information graduate Homsi (born 1966) has been drawing cartoons for the
publishing group An-Nahar since 1995. He has participated in several local and international
expositions.

’ Born in Damascus in 1968, Hajo has been publishing his cartoons since 1989 in several periodicals
in Syria and Lebanon (including As-Safir since 1995). He has also participated in several expositions.
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of the height) under the title « See Figure » (“J<&) ki) while a third drawing (in
landscape format) appears in As-Safirs weekly cultural supplement entitled
« Regardless of » (“_hill <a_pua)),

Finally, A/-Balad dedicates two headings for the cartoons signed by Stavro
Jabra.® The first, without a title and sometimes in colour, occupies the upper half of
the last page (four columns out of six), while the second is published at the bottom
of the second page (over 3.5 columns and the third of the height) under the title “An
Event for a Cartoon” (“_ 5SS &aa?),

While the feminine image is absent from the 275 drawings by Homsi,
published on the last page of An-Nahar (where the current political issues occupy the
majority of the themes), it is present in 16 of the 48 cartoons that appear in the
weekly heading of the paper. On the other hand, the multiplicity and flexibility of
Hajo’s cartoons in A4s-Safir give him a certain thematic diversity, which is expressed
in the presence of women in 22 cartoons (out of approximately 400) published in the
pan-Arab daily between April 1, 2013 and March 31, 2014. In A/-Balad, in addition
to four drawings related to current events and representing known women,’ Stavro
signs 43 cartoons, which include feminine images, out of the 447 published during
the same period.

In total, our corpus will then be constituted of 81 drawings selected from 1446
initially seen: a rate of 5.6%. This weak representation of the feminine gender in the
daily press cartoons is due to the strong prevalence of the political and security
themes in a region profoundly destabilized (repercussion of the war in Syria, a run
of fatal attacks and a governmental void lasting eleven months), all this at the
expense of the social issues.

8 Born in 1947 Stavro Jabra (known by his first name Stavro) has been publishing his drawings since
1967 in a number of national and international publications including Der Spiegel, L’Express, Le
Monde, Le Courrier International, The Washington Times, Il Giornale. Author of 16 cartoon and 4 photo
collections, Stavro has participated in many international cartoon exhibitions. He received several
prizes including the Cartoon Trophy at the 4™ Arab Media Festival in 2006 and tke Prize of Excellence of
the Arab Top Award for his website www.stavrotoons.com.

° They are the American actress Angelina Jolie during her visit to the Syrian refugee camps in
Lebanon (Feb 15, 2014), the Lebanese singer Aline Lahoud during her participation in The Voice
program in France (Jan 27, 2014), the Lebanese actress Amalia Abi Saleh, who died on January 17,
2014 (Jan 18, 2014) and the wife of a deceased journalist accused of murdering her husband (July 20,
2013).
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1. ARMAND HOMSI’S WOMEN IN AN-NAHAR

Homsi’s representations in the weekly heading of the conservative daily paper
are not always related to current events. Knowledge of the Lebanese socio-cultural
context seems to us necessary for the interpretation of these drawings. In fact, the
phenomenon of the singers/artists who use their beauty to ensure their success
occupies the quasi-totality of the cartoonist’s drawings. Those are Oriental Lebanese
singers brought into the Arab media attention thanks to investments coming from
Golf states. They are stars

whom we download from the Internet not for the sake of the music but
rather for the sake of their reconstructed faces through plastic surgery.
Behind their frivolity those singers are so popular that they have acquired a
power rarely equaled by women in the history of Muslim countries (Cestor,
2008: 213).

The cases of Lebanese stars forbidden from performing in certain Arab countries
have multiplied since around 10 years under the pretext of the “struggle against the
degraded art” or against ‘the moral pollution’."

Like some other professionals, Homsi criticizes the degrading of the level of
the song, the music and the lyrics. However, he only stigmatizes the female singer in
all this industry (a theme tackled in 14 of his 16 cartoons). The motifs calling into
question the esthetic dimension and the superficiality of the singers’ work follow
and complete one another: the clothing style, the plastic surgery, musical
knowledge, the platitude of the lyrics and the nudity in the video clips.

Homsi’s Singer and the Zipper

The drawing published on August 30, 2013 (Fig.1) is one of four drawings that
tackle the question of clothes and nudity. On the figurative level, a zipper occupies
the image horizontally (from right to left) with linguistically mentioned scales on a
parallel line (it is worth noting that the Arab language is written and read from right
to left). The link between the zipper and the scales’ axis is visual (their axes are
equal and parallel), while the zipper pull is drawn with an arrow (from up to

10 From an interview with the Tunisian Minister of Culture, Mehdi Mabrouk, broadcast on radio
Mosaique FM, on February 11, 2012
(http://archive.mosaiquefm.net/index/a/ActuDetail/Element/18259-Mehdi-Mabrouk--Faudrait-
passer-sur-mon-cadavre-pour-que-Nancy-Ajram-%26-Co-participent-au-festival-de-Carthage-.html).
Reported the next day by the press, his statement, refusing the participation of two Lebanese singers
at the Festival of Carthage, spark furious reactions, including the one of the Union of Professional
Artists in Lebanon.
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bottom), which indicates the level of the woman artist/singer according to four
levels. These levels thus lay out the narrative level of the image: as the zipper pull —
the no conventional role of which is stressed by the intensity of the black colour —

M«

moves to the left, the zipper opens and the level increases: “singer”, “professional
b2 13

singer”, “star” and, in the end, the “queen of stars” when, at this stage, the zipper is
completely open.

Following a metonymical procedure, the zipper represents the clothes (the
skirt or the blouse in the case of the singer) which, lead to a striptease situation. The
more the singer “invests” her body, the more she will climb the scales of stardom.

The clothing ingredients of the “Creation of a Star” are reused in a drawing
published on February 28, 2014 (Fig. 2). Starting from a three-operand arithmetic
addition (bra, panties and stiletto heels) Homsi uses the positioning of those three
clothing elements together to create a void in the shape of a star, hinting a human
“star”. The creation of this “star” passes henceforth through denuded dresses and
stiletto heels (a supremely erotic object), i.e. through a partial nudity, which is more
erotic than complete nudity. Another drawing published on December 20, 2013
(Fig. 3) constitutes a gradual transformation (consisting of six scales) of a musical
note into a gown hardly covering the body of woman with thick lips and
pronounced breasts and buttocks holding a microphone. The title reflects the
cartoonist’s ultimate cynicism: “Musical Evolution”.

The female singer’s nudity constitutes the motif of three other Armand Homsi
drawings. In the one published on March 28, 2014 and entitled “in the Wings of a
Video Clip Shooting” (Fig. 4), the men/women contrast is made clear. On the
figurative level and standing in front of a camera and a chair, and whose features
and mouth opening reveal nervousness, a man is carrying a notepad holder in one
hand and a coat hanger in the other. This coat hanger, which holds a minuscule
band, with and intense black colour that attracts the attention, is stretched towards
the left part of the image, where a woman’s head appears from behind a draught
screen, and who stretches her hand towards the hanger. On the narrative level, the
man represents a video clip shooting professional and the woman a female singer.
The former assumes that the hanged object is too small that it can only be the
“star’s” belt (the speech bubble reads: “Is this your belt?” She answers smiling:
“This is my skirt...” This exaggeration — taking a skirt for a belt — reflects what
Homsi considers an excessive use of denuded clothes in video clips (in another
representation, published in October 25, 2013, he talks about a “nudists club”); the
belt, which ‘symbolizes the sacred barrier protecting the vagina’ (Bourdieu, 1998:
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31) exhibits, henceforth, the thing it was made to protect. At the same time the
cartoonist shows the male professional as stranger to this phenomenon.

The Esthetic and the Plastic Arsenal

The esthetic motif is evoked in three drawings published at distant intervals. In
the one dated September 20, 2013 (Fig. 5), we find an “emerging female artist” with
the same clothing attributes (short low-necked dress and stiletto heels) and motional
attributes (crossed legs, diagonal eyebrows and well cared for hair), which are
necessary attributes for the expression of a media femininity. The contrast between
the sexes is found at several levels during a solfeggio lesson: on the extreme left sits
the artist, on the extreme right the music professor; on the center left a cartoon
bubble and on the center right an easel with note figures marked over two spans.
The features of Homsi’s man change from one drawing to another. We find him
here with a moustache and spectacles.

On the narrative level the music professor asks the singer to read the notes.
She only sees them as alphabetical letters, the combination of which forms the word
“botox” (noted in the cartoon bubble), while the man is stupefied. This time the
cartoonist stigmatizes both the new stars’ resorting to esthetic surgery as well as
their lack of musical culture, while obsessing about their physique. He enlarges the
gap between the women’s world and that of the male music professional.

Flatness of the Lyrics

In a drawing that appeared September 13, 2013 (Fig. 6), the female singer is
presented with easily recognizable clothing, motional and bodily ingredients. The
first elements are: short low-necked dress stressing the breasts and letting the legs
show, stiletto heels, trivial objects necessary for the expression of a certain
femininity (big earrings, bracelets and a ring) and well-cared for hair. The woman’s
posture reinforces this impression: crossed legs, the foot flexed forward, the bent
wrist slightly supporting the head... As for the bodily elements, Homsi gives his
artist equally identifiable attributes related to esthetic surgery: big disproportionate
lips (through Botox injections explicitly evoked in the former drawing), a concave
and snub nose visibly remade (thanks to Rhinoplasty) and exaggeratedly diagonally
lifted eyebrows (as a result of lifting).

At the center of the composition, we find an old man with ugly features sitting
uncomfortably on a chair (while the female singer sits on a sofa), his hand resting of
a lute. His hand holds a part of his face in a posture of astonishment (reinforced by
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the round shape of his eyes and his mouth). And it is here that the linguistic
message that occupies the last third of the image on the left comes to set the
thematic level. A cartoon bubble attributed the following discourse to the
compositor/lyricist (written in dialect): “This is the first time that I am asked to
compose a sexy patriotic song.”

For Homsi the exploitation of the sensational, if not the erotic, thus becomes
the objective of the new wave female singers, not to mention combining the
contradictory elements (the patriotic/sexy syntagm). Once again the An-Nahar
cartoonist makes his female singers responsible for the degrading of the lyrics. He
then evokes the “flatness” of the lyrics in a drawing dated September 27, 2013'" and
in another (published March 7, 2014)"? he attributes to the female artist (always
having the same features) the following discourse addressed to the lyricist: “the level
of this song’s lyrics is inacceptable, can we decrease it?”

The Female Journalist with the “Big Mouth”

In addition to the new stars theme, a drawing by Homsi published on
November 29, 2013 stresses the increasingly visible tendency of certain journalists to
cut off their guests and to promote their own opinions instead. At the figurative
level, the image 1s divided into two equal parts. On the right we see the shadow of a
woman’s head facing a microphone, distinguished by her hair and the shape of her
nose. On the left of the drawing, facing her, is the shadow of a man recognizable by
manly features sitting in front of an object supposed to be a microphone the grid of
which is transformed into a padlock locking his lips. The words “interviewer” and
“guest” specify the figurative and respective role of each one of the two
protagonists.

Instead of letting her guest, who came specifically to express his opinion, do
the talking the presenter shuts him up and monopolizes the dialog. Although this
phenomenon is not limited to women, the journalist in Homsi’s drawing is a

""Armand Homsi, « Musical Scale », An-Nahar, September 27, 2013. URL:
http://newspaper.annahar.com/article/70613-
%D9%83%D8%A7%D8%B1%D9%8A%D9%83%D8%A7%D8%AA%D9%88%D8%B1--

%D8%A 7%D9%84%D8%B3%D9%84%D9%85-

%D8%A 7%1D9%84%D9%85%D9%88%D8%B3%D9%8A%D9%82%D9%8A (online edition).

2 Armand Homsi, (no title), An-Nahar, March 7, 2014. URL:
http://newspaper.annahar.com/article/114050-
%D9%83%D8%A7%D8%B1%D9%8A%D9%83%D8%A7%D8%AA%D9%88%D8%B1 (online
edition).
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woman and the guest is a man, thus perpetuating the stereotype of the woman with
the “big mouth”.

2. SAAD HAJO’S WOMEN IN AS-SAFIR

The thematic diversity and the plastic and iconic simplicity characterize Saad
Hajo’s drawings in As-Safir. The cartoonist often gives the priority to linguistic signs.
The women’s figure occupies a relatively good place there as well as a diversified
role. At the figurative level, although all Hajo’s women have long hair with a fringe,
their features and clothing vary from one representation to another (blond or black
hair, but never veiled, big or small lips, a dress or trousers, with or without earrings,
with flat shoes or stiletto heels). We have classified the 22 drawings according to
themes and then analyzed women’s image in them. In many drawings, the
cartoonist shows young couples in order to shed the light of the current economical
or political situation.

Six drawings represent motifs where women dominate men (the stiletto heel is
often used as a reference) against two where men dominate. In addition one
drawing refers to violence against men and two denounce the violence against
women. Two drawings evoke the burdens of marriage as the responsibility of men;
two reproduce social clichés about women, while three others valorize the
indispensable role women play in society. Finally, women are shown in three
drawing without specific connotations.

Feminine Clichés

The theme of marriage regroups four cartoons, two of which illustrate a dialog
involving a couple (frequent motif) during the prenuptial phase. They perpetuate a
model, where men are logistically responsible for the marriage. This is the case in
the drawing published on September 21, 2013 (Fig. 8), where two faces (profile
drawing) occupy the same dimensions and have almost the same features (we can
only distinguish between the woman and the man through the length of the hair and
the earrings). However, the cartoon bubble on the center of the image relates the
following words to the girl: “Start saving money from now for the air ticket to
Cyprus where we should conduct a civil marriage.”
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This motif is repeated in another drawing that appeared on January 13, 2014"
(always a face to face close up on a white background but with more clear features)
where the cartoon bubble relates a claim to the boy: “I am going to get married in
spite of the salary grid.” These two drawings reflect a social reality that makes the
man responsible for paying the marriage costs, while also reflecting a precarious
economic situation (the civil marriage costs in Cyprus are far lower than the costs
for a religious marriage celebrated in Lebanon).

This passive role of women is the center of another drawing by Hajo published
in January 18, 2014 and entitled “Marriage” (Fig. 9). The man dominates the
woman through a metonymical process, where the hand of the first 1s placed over
the hand of the second (we distinguish between the two hands through the nails).
The man’s wedding ring includes a “thumbs-up” (a sign of approbation) while the
woman’s includes a “thumbs-down” (a sign of discontent). These two motifs are in
fact borrowed from the blue thumb of the “like” in Facebook, as the cartoonist draws
sometimes from the language of the social networks and new media (in four of the
22 selected cartoons). In sum, men profit from the marriage.

Another cartoon published on September 27, 2013' reproduces another cliché
along the same line, the symbolic opposition between reason/emotion: “I am
looking for emotional stability”, claims the girl. “Frankly I am looking for stability
in Australia”, answers the boy. The girl is indifferent to the economic and security
situation, which are the masculine interests. A cartoon published on November 21,
2013" also reproduces a cliché, which accuses women of being always late.
According to the cartoonist the fact of being late is deliberate and intentional: “This
the first time I arrive on time, I hope he does not come and notice that I was not
late”, says the girl.

Beaten Woman...

As we have previously stressed many cases of beaten women were highly
covered by the media during the period of our study. The drawing of February 7,
2014 (Fig. 10) is the first (among only two) published during this period that stress
this current issue theme after the revelation of the death of Manal Assi; A first.

3 Saad Hajo, “With my  Sincere Cartoon”, As-Safir, January 13, 2014. URL:
http://assafir.com/Article/333902/ Archive (online edition).
4 Saad Hajo, “With my Sincere Cartoon”, As-Safir, September 27, 2013. URL:
http://assafir.com/Article/322133/Archive (online edition).
'S Saad Hajo, “With my Sincere Cartoon”, As-Safir, November 21, 2013. URL:
http://assafir.com/Article/327108/Archive (online edition).
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As symbol of masculine virility, Hajo uses the moustache of man (with hard
and vicious features) as a murder weapon. In fact it becomes a knife’s handle with
its blade stabbing a woman (with innocent features) in the back. The impact of the
stabbing is stressed through the red spot symbolizing the victim’s blood.

.. And On The Other Hand The Femme Fatale

In a drawing published on November 29, 2013 (Fig. 11), Hajo presents the
head of a man holding a sign on which was written: “no to the violence against
women”. Ironically, it is the man’s face that features bruises and injuries
(represented by bandages to the head as well as to the index finger pointing to the
sentence). The man is thus the woman’s victim by insinuation, an inversion of the
current issues facts even more manipulating than the publication of this drawing
precedes all reference to the violence against women (evoked above).

Beyond the violence, the femme-fatale or the heartbreaker is a recurrent theme
with Hajo. A cartoon appearing on May 17, 2013 (Fig. 12) represents a man and a
woman at a table. He offers her flowers, while she steps on a heart with her stiletto
heels under the table. The stiletto heel returns in another cartoon, which appeared
on January 28, 2014 (Fig. 13), establishing the cliché of the femme fatale or the
dominating woman, who does not recognize any love: a fetishist icon, her heel
hooks four hearts representing the types of love: we can read “first love” and “love
at first sight” on two of those hearts.

The International Women’s Day: a Late Hommage?

More recently, the International Women’s Day was the occasion to put
forward three cartoons, one of which was published on March 10, 2014 (Fig. 14)
showing a family of four members (we must recognize a mother, a father, a boy and
a girl) lifting together the banner of women: the engagement in women'’s favour thus
is a matter of a primary patriarchal importance — the family. Another drawing
published on March 7, 2014 parodies the Michelangelo’s masterpiece the Creation of
Adam. Entitled “with Michael’s permission” (Fig. 15) God presents a woman a red
flower, while looking at the man, who is stunned and alone (at the extreme left of
the image), stretching his hand in vain. The cartoonist seems to repair a religiously
anchored misogyny.
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3. STAVRO JABRA’S WOMEN IN AL-BALAD

Women in Stavro Jabra’s work in A/-Balad are almost the same in all their
representations and all this through the clothing, bodily and gestural codes. They
incarnate the “playboy” woman in almost all 43 cartoons. One of the often repeated
motifs in the photograph-cartoonist’s drawings is a dialog between two girls: “Al-
Balad’s Daughter” and “Al-Balad’s Sister” (al-balad meaning “the country”). These
two persons appear in 28 cartoons where they comment about the current issues.
We find their features in 10 other cartoons where only one woman appears as well
as in two cartoons where several women appear, always dealing with current issues.
Finally, four other drawings constitute cases of allegoric personification, in which
the following appear in women features: the government (two cases), the Special
Tribunal for Lebanon (one case) and mutiny (one case). These two latter cases are
unique among the 43 drawings where Stavro’s sexy women are absent.

“The Country’s Daughter” And “The Country’s Sister”’: An Imposing Model

Remaining with the two main persons mentioned above, we stress in the
beginning that the term “the country sister” rhymes with a common insult in the
language dialect (“The pussy of the sister of...”). This insult is a contracted form
where the impact is pacified (“the sister of...”). Stavro’s choice of this name (“the al-
Balad’s sister” or “the country’s sister”) is thus polysemous:

-it has a link to the daily’s name (A/-Balad);

-it also has a link to the second person, whose name is “the country’s
daughter” which means the one who takes charge;

-it constitutes an insult to the country’s situation. This meaning is explicit for
example in the cartoon published on January 31, 2014'° where the “country’s
daughter” says to the “country’s sister”: “In this crisis many people will be insulting
you.” To which she answers: “How does this concern me!?”, while a third person,
named “the country’s son”, says in anger: “Your sister and the country’s sister...”.

16 Stavro Jabra, “Your sister and the country’s sister”, Al-Balad, January 31, 2014. URL:
http://www.albaladonline.com/ar/StavroLegendDetails.aspx?ID=777&pageid=11814 (online
edition).
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Women as Erotic Objects

With their names written over the sensual parts of their bodies (the breasts and
the buttocks), the two girls comment about the current issues with frequent sexual
connotations. Stavro produces a model of the beautiful and sexy girl, even erotic
girl. This model is represented by clothing attributes (the low-necked dresses
showing the belly and the half-naked breasts, transparent blouses, micro-skirts, very
short gowns and shorts, low-rise pants; sometimes unbuttoned, stiletto heels),
behavioural (swaying hips, legs wide apart, but that rest on the belt, movement
producing flexibility effects) and bodily (oval face, small nose, big eyes, long hair,
slender body but with imposing breasts and big buttocks, thick lips, diagonal
eyebrows). Some of these features are sometimes exaggerated in relation to the
tackled theme.

Current Issues Described With Sexual Connotations

In a drawing published on September 17, 2013," the cartoonist refers to the
British Foreign Secretary William Hague’s declaration concerning the eventual
convening of Geneva 2 (an international conference about the Syrian crisis). “He
was relaxed in the first one.... and it didn’t work... can he do a second!?”, ask the
two persons alluding to the masculine sexual organ. This is equally the case of
another cartoon, which appeared on October 9, 2013 (Fig. 16), evoking the blocked
issues on the national level, which are managed by a resigned government given the
task to deal with the urgent issues. « Everything in this country stands on dealing
with current issues», says the “country’s daughter” in a Lebanese dialect (where the
word stands in Arabic also means “erected”). « Weird, we are not feeling it»
answers “the country’s sister”. The sexual connotations are produced in another
drawing that appeared on December 9, 2013 (Fig. 17) where a wide view shows all
their seductive features. The two girls comment about the imminent arrival of the
storm “Alexa” to Lebanon: - “Look how much the sea is agitated (excited) today.”
— “Do you think it is so because of us or because of Alexal!!!”

On January 29, 2014' Stavro also alludes to the erection. Entitled “The
parliamentary session is postponed until March 4 for the lack of quorum [nisab in

17 Stavro Jabra, “Hague: Our aim is to convene Geneva 2 to attain a solution”, Al-Balad, September

17, 2013. URL:
http://www.albaladonline.com/ar/StavroLegendDetails.aspx?ID=573&pageid=11814 (online
edition).

18 Stavro Jabra, “The parliamentary session is postponed until March 4 for the lack of quorum”, Al-
Balad, January 29, 2014, URL:
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Arabic]”, the “country’s sister” says to her friend: “Do you think if we go down to
the parliament they will get the quorum?!” The term “nisab” refers to “intisab”
which means “erection” (two paronyms words).

Stavro goes even as far as insinuating to his two persons the role of prostitutes
like in the drawing published on November 29, 2013 (Fig. 18). Always commenting
on the current issues — considering that the increase in the prices of travelling tickets
is the reason for people not coming to Lebanon, the “country’s sister” tells her
companion: “It is not only the prices but we can bring them here with the best of
prices”. The erotic arsenal formerly evoked is well shown to stress this role that is
also implicitly evoked in a drawing published on March 20, 2014": -“Every time
they want to protest... they cut (barricade) the roads!!”, says the first. —“We are also
cut (out of work) ... and our situation is not unblocked”, answers the second.

When it does not contain sexual connotations, the dialog can have cynical
political commentaries in the form of word play. This is for example the case of a
cartoon published on November 8, 2013*° and entitled “Sleiman sets a plan to
eliminate the worst forms of child Labour”, where the two girls say: “Before
eliminating child labour, they should fight the labour of grownups!!”. In a
homonymous procedure the term “labour” equally means the fact of being a
collaborator, Stavro produces the widespread idea that consists of accusing the
political class of being the pawns of foreign powers.

The Missile-Woman, the Meat-Woman...

Other cartoons emphasize the erotic features like the one published on July 20,
2013 (Fig. 19) relating to the decision of withdrawing the interior security forces
elements responsible for the protection of the Lebanese deputies. While a furious
and trembling man representing a political figure cries in the presence of the
members of the protection force, we find behind him a typical Stavro girl with giant
breasts protecting the man’s back.

http://www.albaladonline.com/ar/StavroLegendDetails.aspx?ID=772&pageid=11814 (online
edition).
! Stavro Jabra, “Barricading  the  roads”,  Al-Balad, March 20, 2014, URL:
http://www.albaladonline.com/ar/StavroLegendDetails.aspx?ID=851&pageid=11814 (online
edition).
2 Stavro Jabra, “Sleiman sets a plan to eliminate the worst forms of child labour”, Al-Balad,
November 8, 2013, URL:
http://www.albaladonline.com/ar/StavroLegendDetails.aspx?ID=656&pageid=11814 (online
edition).
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These giant breasts are equally exploited in a coloured drawing published on
September 5, 2013,?! after the decision by Moscow to send a cruise missile launcher
to the East Mediterranean. Entitled “Missile training in the FEastern
Mediterranean”, Stavro compares it to a woman by representing three girls, with
glant breasts, swimming in the water. He also associates the girl’s body to meat in
another cartoon published on October 31, 2013 (Fig. 20). Entitled “The scandal of
the aviary meat”, two boys try to pick up a typical Stavro’s girl: « Wow... she has
tasty meat», says the first. The second replies: “Make sure it is not rotten”.

4. CONCLUSION

“Can I appear in a caricature without being asked why the caricaturist drew a
girl and not a boy?”, a girl asks herself in a drawing by Saad Hajo published on
September 23, 2013.” Is the cartoonist criticizing himself? Is he criticizing the
masculine art? Is he justifying himself? Whatever the answer, we have to
acknowledge that the Lebanese cartoonists give little importance to the feminine
figure. At the same time the struggles conducted by the feminist movements during
the studied period are almost absent in the cartoonists work, who seem to me led by
the stereotypes that they reproduce, a rear-guard fight. ‘The fact of being treated
materially as an object also means that you are in the mental domain considered an
object’, wrote Colette Guillaumin (1992: 49).

Ignored by Nabil Abou Hamad in A/-Mustagbal, women are the object of a
categorization activity in Armand Homsi’s work in an-Nahar. He increases the
similitude between the feminine representations (contrary to masculine
representations) and, consequently, creates rivalries between two gendered worlds.
Sending an unflattering image of women, Homsi denounces a world of
entertainment that he exclusively reproduces. ‘The reason for the spectacle in
because modern man is very much a spectator’, said Guy Debord (1967 & 1992:
192). Under the pretext of denouncing a functional aesthetics and eroticism, the 4n-
Nahar cartoonist promotes a feminine model (through objects/signs) as reference to
femininity and youth; a model where the women’s body is a fetish, a capital
‘deliberately invested’ (Baudrillard, 1970: 201). This model is largely reproduced,
with the exclusion of all others, by Stavro Jabra in A/-Balad where he encloses

2 Stavro Jabra, “Missile training in the Eastern Mediterranean”, Al-Balad, Septembre 5, 2013, URL:
http://www.albaladonline.com/ar/StavroLegendDetails.aspx?ID=553&pageid=11814 (online
edition).

22 Saad Hajo, “With my sincere cartoon”, As-Safir, September 23, 2013. URL:
http://assafir.com/Article/321687/Archive (online edition).
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women in a bodily status promoting a model of identification for the beautiful and
sexy girl, an erotic and masculine object par excellence. Outside this representation
women have no presence in A/-Balad drawings.

On the other hand and despite their thematic diversity, which sometimes
reflects the image of an emancipated woman who takes her own decisions and who
is equal to her companion, Saad Hajo’s drawings suffer from feminine clichés and
stereotypes. Women constitute in many cases foils for men, who are the sole
responsible for the production. It is however unfair to ignore that 20 out of Hajo’s
22 cartoons were published in the second half of our period of observation, a flow
that will be correlated to the effervescence of a Lebanese feminist current.
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List of Cartons

Fig. 1, Armand Homsi, “The Scale of the Art”, An-Nahar, August 30, 2013 (online
edition).

“Eay bl el

Fig. 2, Armand Homsi, “Creation of a Star”, An-Nahar, February 28, 2014 (online
edition).

Fig. 3, Armand Homsi, “Musical Evolution”, An-Nahar, December 20, 2013 (online
edition).
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Fig. 4, Armand Homsi, “In the Wings of a Video Clip Shooting”, An-Nahar, March
28, 2014 (online edition).
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Fig. 5, Armand Homsi, “Botox”, An-Nahar, September 20, 2013 (online edition).
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Fig. 7, Armand Homsi, “The Interviewer and the Guest”, An-Nahar, November 29,
2013 (online edition).

Fig. 8, Saad Hajo, “With my Sincere Cartoon: It is more Guaranteed, As-Safir,
September 21, 2013 (online edition).

Fig. 9, Saad Hajo, “With my Sincere Cartoon: Marriage”, As-Safir, January 18,
2014 (online edition).
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Fig. 10, Saad Hajo, “Regardless of”’, As-Safir Cultural, February 7, 2014 (online
edition).
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Fig. 11, Saad Hajo, “Regardless of: No to the violence against women”, As-Safir
Cultural, November 29, 2013 (online edition).
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Fig. 12, Saad Hajo, “With my Sincere Cartoon”, As-Safir, May 17, 2013 (online
edition).

51



Roy Jreijiry alternatif politika
Cilt 7, Say1 1, Nisan 2015

Fig. 13, Saad Hajo, “With my Sincere Cartoon”, A4s-Safir, January 28, 2014 (online
edition).
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Fig. 14, Saad Hajo, “With my Sincere Cartoon”, As-Safir, March 10, 2014 (online
edition).

LJJ:.IS.ULSJI feelt] o




(l.‘l’ women in the lebanese daily
newspapers cartoons

Fig. 15, Saad Hajo, “With Michael’s Permission”, A4s-Safir, March 7, 2014 (online
edition).
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Fig. 16, Stavro Jabra, “Hung State Files”, A/-Balad, October 9, 2013 (online
edition).

Fig. 17, Stavro Jabra, “The storm Alexa arrives tomorrow”, Al-Balad, December 9,
2013 (online edition).
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Fig. 18, Stavro Jabra, “Increase in the prices of travel tickets”, A/-Balad, November
29, 2013 (online edition).
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Fig. 19, Stavro Jabra, « Withdrawing the interior security forces elements
responsible for the protection of politicians», Al-Balad, July 20, 2013 (online
edition).

Fig. 20, Stavro Jabra, “The scandal of the aviary meat”, Al-Balad, October 31, 2013
(online edition).
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POLITICS OF GENDER IN THE RECENT DEMOCRATIC
TRANSITIONS IN THE MIDDLE EAST AND NORTH
AFRICA

Canan Aslan Akman

ABSTRACT

The weakness of a direct causality between democratic
transitions and women-friendly outcomes remains a major
finding of research on the gendered impacts of transition
processes. In the recent Arab uprisings leading to regime
changes in the Middle East and North Africa (MENA), women’s
mobilization was a significant aspect of the regime changes. By
contextualizing the gender dynamics and the outcomes of the
democratic transitions in Tunusia, Egypt, Morrocco and Libya,
this article analyzes and compares Arab women’s transitional
politicization. It also inquires into women’s roles, demands and
predicaments within the patriarchal structures of the transitional
polities. These transitions presented both opportunities as well
as challenges for Arab women under new constellations of
balance of power in their respective political systems, which led
to the rise of a new gender agenda. It is contended here that
specific structural and agency-related factors have been
intertwined to constrain women’s transitional mobilization and
the post-transitional quest for empowerment. The fragility of
the gender equality agenda in the post-dictatorship Arab world
has been shaped, to large extent, by the legacies of previous
state-led gender equality projects on by women’s (pro-) feminist
activism, as well as by the nature of the transition processes and
women’s civil society participation during and in the aftermath
of the transitions.
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0z

Demokrasiye gecis siirecleri ve kadin-dostu sonuglar arasindaki
dogrudan nedensellik ilskisinin zayiflig1, gecis siireclerinin
toplumsal cinsiyet acicindan sonug¢larini inceleyen
arastirmalarin 6nemli bir bulgusudur. Orta Dogu ve Kuzey
Afrika (MENA)’daki rejim degisimlerini getiren son dénem
Arap ayaklanmalarinda, kadimnlarin hareketliligi demokrasiye
gecisin 6nemli bir boyutunu olusturmustur. Bu makale, Tunus,
Misir, Fas ve Libya’daki gecis siireclerinin toplumsal cinsiyet
dinamiklerini ve sonuclarini kendi baglamlarinda
degerlendirilmekte ve Arap kadmlarnin bu siirecteki
siyasallagsmasin1 inceleyerek karsilastirmaktadir. Caligmada
kadinlarin rollerine, taleplerine ve erkek-egemen dinamikler
altindaki gecis donemi agmazlarina da bakilmaktadir. Bu gecis
siirecleri Arap kadinlarina, siyasi sistemin degisen giic
dengelerinin altinda olusan yeni toplumsal cinsiyet giindemi
icinde hem firsatlar hem de karsikoyuslar getirmistir. Makalede,
kadinlarin demokrasiye gecis donemi hareketliligini ve
sonrasindaki giiclenme arayisini1 yapisal ve aktorlere igkin
belirleyicilerin icice gecerek Kkisitladigi One siiriilmektedir.
Diktatorliikler sonrasindaki Arab diinyasinda, toplumsal
cinsiyet esitligi giindeminin kirilganlig1, biiyiik oOlgiide, gecmis
donemdeki devlet eliyle yiiriitiilen esitlik projelerinin kadinlarin
(pro-)feminist aktivizmi iizerindeki mirasi, gecis dOoneminin
dogas1 ve gecis sonrasindaki kadinlarin sivil topluma katilimi ile
sekillenmektedir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: demokratiklesme, gecis, toplumsal cinsiyet,
hareketlilik, feminizm, erkek egemenligi.

INTRODUCTION

Recent regime changes in the aftermath of the popular uprisings in several
countries in the Middle East and North Africa (MENA) have ushered in a period
of protracted uncertainty regarding the larger liberalizing impact of the
transitions beyond the institutionalization of competitive elections. The ‘Arab
Spring’ came into being as a result of the accumulated grievances of a
heterogeneous constituency against a background of exhausted legitimacy of the
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authoritarian regimes. Arab women were on the forefront in the anti-regime
protest and mass mobilizations demanding democratic rights, socio-economic
justice and political freedoms which shook the region under almost a dynamo
effect." However, after the departure of the authoritarian leaders, women’s voices
were lost in the post-transition politics overshadowed by the masculinist
contestation for power. As Moha Ennaji-- a prominent observer of women’s
rights in the region and a scholar of gender politics-- observed, Islamist forces
which came to power or shared power during the transition in several countries
continued to exclude women from politics since they paid lip service to the
protection of women’s existing rights, forcing women into ‘an overall pessimism
and... the fear of the loss of their rights’ (Ennaji, 2013).

This article inquiries into the gendered nature of the recent transitions in
the MENA region by looking at women’s roles and experiences in the popular
uprisings which triggered regime changes to understand how gender issues have
become one of the most contested terrains of democratization®. Considering the
fact that the record of democratic transitions worldwide in fostering gender
justice and progress in women’s rights has been mixed, it problematizes
patriarchal dynamics which stifled women’s transitional mobilization and
constrained the prospects for women’s post-transition empowerment. The
analysis contextualizes Arab regime changes by referring to the cases of Egypt,
Tunusia and Morocco and -- a lesser extent- to the relatively violent case of
transition in Libya. Just as uncertainty was conceptualized as an inherent feature
of democratic transitions in the empirical analyses of democratization processes,
the fate of democratization following the transitions in these countries has
remained precarious due to problems of building democratic institutions under
the impact of domestic and international forces influencing the power
constellations in theses polities (Brynen, ez. al. 2012: 299).

Existing research demonstrated that women’s entry into the political arena
during transitions was likely to generate specific demands to improve the
condition of women during the transition and in the emerging democracies
(Waylen, 2007, 1993; Jaquette and Wolchik, 1998:4). It is when women as a
group played important roles in the struggles against authoritarianism, and when
gender equality becomes a part of the core demands of human rights during
transitions that there would be stronger prospects for a favorable framework to

! The 2011 Nobel Peace Prize went to a Yemeni journalist and human rights activist Tawakkol
Karman for her inspiring role for women during the pro-democracy uprisings following the mass
mobilizations in Tunusia.

2 Analytically, a transition refers to the interval that follows the demise of an authoritarian system
until the establishment of a democratic regime. It is the first stage of the democratization of a
polity which leads to the transfer of power through free and competitive elections (Linz and
Stepan, 1996:3) .
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realize equality reforms and greater legitimization of women’s demands
(Moghadam, 2013: 220). From Latin America and South Africa to the
Philippines in the 1980s and the 1990s, women’s active involvement in
democratization and labor movements led to an increase in their participation in
politics through egalitarian policy instruments such as gender quotas and gender
budgets and led to expanded roles for women’s organizations. However,
women’s experiences and gendered outcomes of transitions displayed regional
variations. In Eastern Europe, feminist uniting around the themes of gender
equality only gradually emerged after the transition. In fact, this delay led to
‘democratization with a male face’, characterized by decreasing rates of women'’s
political participation and labor force participation, as well as by the
dismantling of positive discrimination measures and initiatives (Moghadam,
2013:221).

Latin American women’s protest activism against the political repression
and socioeconomic policies of the military-authoritarian regimes from the late
1970s to the end of the 1980s along with their participation in human rights and
grassroots organizations promoted women’s politicization and feminist
consciousness (Waylen, 1993:573, Hensman, 48-51).> However, in the aftermath
of the transition, women’s access to political institutions remained low despite
the fact that parties in the new era of competitive politics made a special effort
for appealing to the women voters. The creation of official special bodies by the
state to deal with gender issues in Brazil and Chile owed much to the feminist
pressure in political parties and the NGOs. At the same time, however, the
politicization of gender issues in the post- transition period led to the cooptation
of the gender agenda by male-dominated governments (Waylen,1993: 579, 582).

Viterna and Fallon (2008: 669, 684) concluded on the basis of their
comparative analysis of Argentina, South Africa, Ghana and El Salvador that
transitions were most likely to create gender-friendly outcomes in the presence of
four factors: the completion of the transition process, the existence of a cohesive
coalition within the women’s movement, the existence of a transitional ideology
which is receptive to women’s demands and the legacy of women’s previous
feminist activism. Waylen (2007) also underlined the significance of the
institutional legacy of the undemocratic regime as one of the key variables to
shape women’s experiences with democratic transitions. In the MENA cases, it
1s important to consider the significance of women’s previous mobilizations
together with the legacies of state-led gender equality projects since especially the

3 Perhaps the most prominent example of the Latin American women’s mobilization both as
mothers and the victims of the dictatorship was the demonstrations of the Mothers de Plaza de
Mayo in Argentina.

which continued for decades after the transition.
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latter has had overwhelming influence on women’s civil society participation in
the region.

Regarding the nature of the democratic transitions, whether the process
unfolded through transparent and accountable negotiations which included
minorities and women seems crucial for its subsequent egalitarian impact. In
contrast, those ‘rapid’ transitions which could not provide women and other
groups sufficient time to get organized during the critical stages of
democratization were likely to lead to their exclusion from the transition,
thereby curtailing their representational potential. An important criterion for the
completeness of the transition is the extent of the turnover in the elites; 1.e.
whether the remnants of the old elite cling to power or not. In the Argentinean
and the South African transitions, where the outgoing regime held little control
over the reconstruction of the new democracy, women could make use of the
‘new political openings in which to participate in the construction of a new state
apparatus.” Another relevant aspect of the transitions is the existence or the
absence of ‘master frames’with which other sectors could also identity with to
push the democratization further (Viterna and Fallon, 682). These features were
also likely to play significant roles in the gender politics of the Arab transitions.
In other words, both the nature of the transition and institutional-structural
factors are likely to shape the capacity of women to influence male-dominated
political agendas, how women came forward publicly with what demands, how
they articulated their demands as well the reaction of men to their public
activism, and women’s resistance to the assertion of male power during
democratic transitions.

As women took to the streets side by side with the male protestors in the
Arab uprisings, they were acting in defiance of their roles imposed on them by
patriarchy. The involvement of women across different social classes in the
popular uprisings meant that there was a clear gender-dimension to these anti-
regime protests despite the fact that feminist demands were not a central aspect
of women’s anti-regime mobilization. However, transitional mobilization
opened up new windows of opportunities and presented new challenged for
these women who hoped that their egalitarian demands would be part of an
impending social justice agenda ( Tzoreff, 2014:73) It can be hypothesized that
the process of institution-building and the rise of new constellations of power
among the political actors during transitions were likely to generate incentives
for the male-dominated political systems to be receptive or indifferent to
women’s concerns and demands. It is contended here that in the MENA cases
both structural/institutional and agency-related aspects of gender politics, i.e.,
the legacy of the authoritarian state policies regarding gender policies, women’s
past and recent activism as well as the gendered nature of the transition processes



politics of gender in the recent
democratic transitions in the MENA

significantly influenced women'’s capacity to influence the transitional and post -
transitional proceses.

1. ARAB WOMEN’S PRO-DEMOCRATIC MOBILIZATION AND
RESISTANCE TO MASCULINIST ASSERTION OF POWER

At the time of the 2011 uprisings which led to the Tahrir Revolution in
Egypt and the Jasmine Revolution in Tunusia, both Mubarak and Ben Ali
regimes were ‘liberalized autocracies’ which had allowed some degree of
autonomous organization and expression for social and political opposition.
However, liberalized autocracies laid the seed of their own destruction by
generating the opportunities for ‘the evolution of autonomous precursor
movements which, in the right conditions, could evolve into movements of
political contention’ (Joffe, 2011: 517). Arab women’s pre-transitional political
mobilization in the region was an important aspect of these earlier opposition
movements. The Arab Spring resistance was particularly significant in terms of
unleashing patriarchal pressures over their new public activism.

The Dynamo Effect in the Uprisings and the Politics of Gender

Popular uprisings that shook the Arab countries first started in Tunusia in
December 2010 after a young street vendor, Mohammed Bouazizi died after
setting himself on fire in protest of state oppression, economic difficulties and the
corruption of the regime under President Zine el Abidine Ben Ali rule. This
incident led to mass protests which spread to other cities by sparking uprisings in
the neighboring countries demanding free elections and democracy. As the
regime was unable to crack down the uprising, only two months after the start of
the protests, the President fled the country paving the way for a peaceful transfer
of power through an interim government and new elections. Since then,
Tunisia’s transition path saw a relatively smooth process of drafting and
approving a new constitution, the holding of free parliamentary elections and the
first free elections for presidency in the country’s history on 22 December 2014.
Educated Tunusian women had already been active in the civil society within
parties, trade unions and feminist organizations putting significant effort into
maintaining and updating Tunusia’s egalitarian gender legislation (Pratt, 2006:
143). During the mass protests, women took to the streets along with the
Islamists, secularists, trade-unionists and the leftists. They inspired women living
in the other Arab authoritarian countries (Moghadam, 2013: 229).

In Egypt, long before the Tahrir revolution, the Mubarak regime under
hegemonic single-party domination of the National Democracy Party (NDP)
had been under domestic challenges from Islamist groups, the labour movement
and also from judicial criticisms of the corrupt electoral process (Brichs, 2013;
135). Egyptian women were already active in the Egyptian public spaces in
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protests movements and organizations as well as in cyberspace protests against
deteriorating socio-economic conditions. The Egyptian Center for Women’s
Rights (ECWR) criticized the violation of women’s human rights, in particular
endemic sexual harassment against women and their political marginalization in
the electoral process, Islamic parties and movements (Moghadam, 2013). In
2011, with their massive participation in the Tahrir Square protests, Egyptian
women were not only opposing the Mubarak regime but also protesting their
social and political exclusion.

In Morocco, social unrest could not be contained in the context of rising
unemployment rates and high utility prices which led to mass protests. As the
‘20th February Movement’ organized by youth and women’s groups along with
other civil society actors spread to other cities, the monarchy was quick to
respond with promises of constitutional changes and social measures including
increases in the minimum wages and public service salaries. Subsequently,
constitutional changes limiting the King’s powers were approved in the July
2011 referendum. The reforms prevented the radicalization of the demands
without leading to a full-blown violent confrontation with the regime which—in
stark contrast to Tunusia-- still enjoyed large-scale popular legitimacy. The
protestors were also unable to sustain movement activism and forge an effective
opposition front due to the endemic weakness of civil society (Joffe, 2011: 511).
In fact, Morocco had been undergoing a gradual and controlled democratization
process since 1998. Women’s NGOs and feminists had been on the forefront of
the progressive legal changes during this process as in the case of the Family Law
Reform. While some women’s organizations addressed feminist concerns such
as legal discrimination and violence against women, others were active in the
advocacy of human rights and addressed women’s socio -economic problems
and their practical needs (Ennaji, 2011:80-81). Due the weakness of the civil
society under political repression, women were voicing their demands through
the internet by using new social networking media. Women’s organizations
launched websites to raise awareness on gender discrimination and to challenge
patriarchal controls on women (Moghadam, 235).

In Libya, since 1969, Quaddafi’s self- proclaimed ‘state of the masses’
claimed to embody direct democracy; in reality, it was a monopolistic regime
without parties and political competition and with only limited role for the civil
society. Libya’s oil wealth undoubtedly contributed to the endurance of this
system which financed political patronage. Political and socio- economic
discontent were the major factors behind the mass uprising which broke out in
February 2011. Since Quaddafi was only in partial control of the military, the
escalation of state violence against the protestors turned into a civil war which
lasted eight months (Brynen: 28). After a NATO intervention in support of the
revolutionaries, Quaddafi was killed in October 2011 by rebel forces leading to a
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complicated process of transition in a country torn along tribal, regional and
kinship identities.

Besides economically motivated protests, in the Arab uprisings the appeals
to social justice, freedom, dignity and respect for human rights were
accompanied by demands for the removal of the leaders from power (Joffe,
2011:526). These uprisings were made possible by the success of organizing
without leadership and formalized structures (Pace and Cavatorta, 2012, 132).
The widespread use of satellite technology especially by the younger generation
was the most important factor which speeded up the momentum of the protests
and spread it to other cities and countries (Brynen et al.: 112). Dissemination of
information among the youth through the social media (with twitter
communication and Facebook campaigns) quickly connected and encouraged
thousands of people with access to internet and mobile phones (Abdullatif, 2013:
22).

In the course of these revolutionary uprisings, women came out as
individual protestors, organizers, supporters and followers of demonstrations,
strategists and the reporters of the events. Women were present in the public
demonstrations alone, or with the other family members, even with their
children, transcended the physical and social barriers between men and women
in the public sphere (Radsch, 2012; 4; Dabashi, 2012:187). In Egypt, during the
18-day uprisings in Tahrir Square, about half of the protestors were women,
veiled or unveiled across the generational divide. They included the liberals,
feminists, seculars as well as women affiliated with the Islamists (Tzoreff, 86).*
They chanted protests but cared for the wounded and the hungry among the
protestors.

The active and multitude roles played by women from Tahrir to Binghazi
was indicative of the ‘massive presence’ of women in these countries in
schooling and in paid employment reflecting the structural changes the Arab
states went through over the past decades. As Wolf reflected, although ‘two
generations ago, only a small minority of the daughters of the elite received a
university education’, by 2011 women constituted more than half of the students
at Egyptian universities (quoted in Dabashi, 2012:184). By the time of the
Jasmin Revolution in Tunusia, women’s literacy rate was 71 per cent, and they
comprised more than one-fifth of the waged workforce and made up 43 per cent
of the local unions.

These young women also extensively used the social media to mobilize the
youth (Abbas, 2012). In fact, citizen journalism emerged as an effective form of

* Most of these women came from from the female wing of the Ikhwan (the Muslim
Brotherhood), the Muslim Sisters.
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cyber activism for women activists to challenge the pro-regime portrayal of the
uprisings in the domestic media. In Tunusia, Facebook coverage of Bouizza’s
tragedy quickly spread information about the protests. Most of the Egyptian
women cyber activists and citizen journalists had been experienced in the former
protest movements and campaigns for human rights. They had risen against and
protested sexual harassment against women during the April 6 Youth Movement
and the Kefaya Movement (2004-2007). Women’s blogs had thousands of
followers including journalists and international NGOs. In Libya, where the
internet usage was much lower compared to the other countries due to the
regime’s tight control, female participation in cyber activism was relatively
limited. However, there too, cyber activism became important for women’s
protests since women'’s participation in the street protests were more risky under
armed repression and social conservatism. During the violence which erupted
after Quaddafi resorted to armed repression of the opposition, Libyan women
victims of rape used social media to draw domestic and international attention to
the misogynist violence of the regime.

Women’s cyber activism had the effect of generating a sense of
empowerment for young women (Abdullatif, 2013: 19.) One could even find
among the Islamic female cyber activists in Egypt future political aspirations
(Radch 29, 36). Women continued to use the social media to make their voice
heard and to promote solidarity across the Arab world during the democratic
transitions. A case in point was an influential Facebook campaign organized by
women activists with the objective of expanding democratic rights to women and
highlighting the need to complete the Arab revolutions by implementing
women’s rights. By the mid-2012, the campaign attracted more than 55.000
supporters throughout the Arab world including Tawakkul Karman from Yemen
and the Egyptian writer Nawal Al-Sa’adawi (Chernitsky, 2012).

The Patriarchal Face of the Pro-Democracy Protests: the Assertion of Male Violence

Writing of the male sexual violence, harassment, intimidation and
humiliation of women protestors in Egypt following the high-tide of the protests,
Moruzzi (2013) claimed that , “ ...if in 2011 Egypt’s Tahrir Square became the
positive international symbol of the ability of peaceful mass protests to bring
down a dictator, by 2013 it has also become the site of the patriarchal order’s
most symbolic defensive retaliation.” Women protestors were subjected to
sexualized attacks from the security forces driving them out of the public spaces
under the Mubarak the regime. Women suffered from physical attacks, threats of
rape and sexual humiliation. Brutal beatings during the protests and other
degrading treatment such as the virginity tests and sexual assaults were weapons
of intimidation and repression used by the regime forces. Cyber activists also
were subjected to sexual insults and threats on their social media profiles
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(Radsch, 2012: 22-23). Later, during the SCAF (the transitional Supreme
Council of the Armed Forces) rule, women protestors were also subjected to
violence again to discipline them. Young women activists who slept in the tents
along with male activists were accused of prostitution; they were insulted and
forcibly taken by the military for detainment. The Egyptian army defended the
conduct of virginity tests on female protestors by the need to clear themselves
from any accusations by women demonstrators that they were raped by the
soldiers.

In Egypt, men’s hostility to women protestors was shared by men across
the political divide, foremost among were the radical Islamists, who objected to
the inclusion of women’s equality demands into the democracy agenda of the
Revolution. When on 8 March 2011, a group of 200 women demonstrated in the
Tahrir Square to commemorate the International Women’s Day by demanding
equal rights and an end to sexual harassment, they were attacked by male
Islamists who told women to return their homes. The police also told the women
that ‘it was not time for such rallies’ (The Economist, 2011). After the new
elections and after President Morsi took power, the unreformed state security
system acted with the same vigor against female protestors in public
demonstrations. In November 2012, for example, women who participated in
the protests of the new Constitution were sexually assaulted (Mourizzi, 2013).
Following the ousting of Morsi from power, there were reports documenting
how Muslim Brotherhood sympathizers attacked and sexually assaulted women
who were among the thousands of Egyptians celebrating the inauguration of
President Sisi in Tahrir Square (Ibrahim, 2014).

The use of sexual violence against women during the pro-democracy
mobilizations as well as the impunity rendered to the male perpetuators of
violence shattered women’s expectation that the political changes would also
bring gender justice. However, women also resisted against the re-assertion of
masculine power to discipline and punish women activists. For example, a
lawsuit was brought by 23-year-old Samira ibrahim against the army for the
virginity tests forced on her and six other women. This act of reclaiming her
dignity was a slap in the face of the revolution by publicly challenging and
condemning the gender injustice inflicted on women. Ibrahim’s initiative led to
a court ruling which declared virginity tests imposed on her illegal. In December
2011, large-scale demonstration by women from all walks of life and ideological
convictions protested their mistreatment in the hands of the police and the
military to condemn sexual violence. As a result, the transitional authority, the
Supreme Council of Armed Forces, (SCAF) apologized from these women by
issuing a public statement (Tzoreff, 92). In August 2012, the National Council
for Women launched a campaign to raise awareness about combating sexual
harassment. As a result, the Ministry of Interior decided to install cameras on
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Cairo’s streets to identify harassing men. During the ongoing street
demonstrations in the Egyptian transition, women continued to expose acts of
male violence against women through Facebook campaigns. As sexual
harassment against women in the public spaces increased under the Muslim
Brotherhood government, hundreds of women gathered to protest it in February
2013 (Ibrahim, 2014).

In Tunusia, where women’s massive presence in the anti-regime
demonstrations were also unprecedented, similar instances of male violence from
the police along with male protestors were also reported, though not to the
extent suffered by the Egyptian protestors (Abdullatif, 2013:19) More
importantly, liberal and secular women became the target of harassment coming
from Islamic men after the transition. Therefore, secular Tunusian women’s
major concern in the aftermath of the regime change was the preservation of
their rights due to the rising visibility of religious conservatism under the
increased political leverage of the political Islamic actors in the new polity.

2. THE LEGACIES OF WOMEN’S PREVIOUS STRUGGLES UNDER
THE SHADOW OF THE STATE-LED EQUALITY POLICIES

Arab women taking to the streets and to the public arenas in support of
democratic ideals had their mothers and grandmothers as predecessors in the
nationalist and anti-colonial struggles. Women’s organizational activism at the
turn of the century and in the later period was concentrated on legal changes to
improve the status of women through the reform of the Shari’a. For example, the
Egyptian Feminist Union led by Huda Sharawi struggled for progressive changes
in the personal status laws related to divorce and child custody. In Egypt,
women achieved some success in pushing the state to amend existing laws to
restrict polygamy and to set minimum marriage age to advance the social
conditions of women (Khalidi and Tucker, 1996: 14) Political reforms in the
1960s to the 1990s extended suffrage rights to women in the Arab world with the
exception of the Gulf states.’

However, it was the top-down state-feminism rather than women’s
autonomous activism which deeply shaped Arab women’s social conditions and
political presence in male-dominated projects comprising anti-imperialism,
populism and national identity construction (Hatem, 1996: 172; Manea, 2011,
14). These state-led reforms made it possible for women to enjoy relative judicial
equality in several states but not equal citizenship with men. In Morocco,
Tunusia, and Egypt and Libya promoting women’s access to education and civil
status to protect them from the ills of early marriage, and steps taken to ban or

> Suffrage for women was granted in Egypt in 1956; Tunusia in 1959, Morocco in 1963 and
Libya in 1964.
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restrict polygamy were undertaken to protect the welfare of the family rather
than to emancipate women as individual citizens (Pratt, 2006: 36). In Libya, for
example, the Quaddafi regime’s state feminism promulgated egalitarian laws by
committing itself to the United Nation’s Convention on the Elimination of All
Forms Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW)-- albeit with significant
reservations. Polygamy was not legally permitted, still it was possible under
certain conditions. In Egypt, although the Constitution banned discrimination
on the basis of sex, women were legally allowed to inherit only half as much as
men and were disadvantage in obtaining divorce and child custody. In contrast,
in Tunusia the secularization project of President Bourguiba promoted women’s
emancipation and integration into the economy in the context of promoting a
moderate Arab-Muslim identity. The regime created and sponsored the Union
Nationale de la Femme Tunusienne (UNFT) in 1958 with branches throughout
the country to propagate women’s rights (Pratt, 56). In 1956 the Tunusian
Personal Code abolished polygamy and male repudiation, banned forced
marriages and placed all personal status matters under the jurisdiction of civil
courts (Charrad, 2011: 106-113). However, women were legally obliged to obey
their husbands as the head of the family (Haghighat-Sordellini, 2010: 16). In
Egypt, social policies pioneered by the Nasserist regime were continued under
the Sadat regime during which the President’s wife Jihan also took on a
pioneering position to promote women'’s rights. However, Sadat’s pro-Islamist
policies and the economic liberalization program led to significant set- backs in
gender equality (Hatem, 1996:184).

In Tunusia, the regime’s monopoly over the discourse and policy on
women’s rights was challenged in the 1970s by the rise of Islamism and with
independent women’s organizations. In the 1980s, economic downturn and the
Islamist movement started to threaten women’s rights. Along with the state-level
work on women’s rights promotion, women established organizations to
promote equality and to lobby for further reforms despite the periodic state
repression directed to them (Moghadam, 45).°

After decades-long state feminism in the Arab world, women’s efforts at
autonomously organizing transcending nationalist discourses and objectives
were ‘denounced as European infiltration and a threat to the nation.” Hence,
women activists tried to legitimize their demands within nationalist and Islamic
discourses (Badran, 1993:13). For example, Aminah al Said, the former member
of the Egyptian Feminist Union dissolved in 1956 started to work for the
government to mobilize women’s support for the regime policies (Bier, 2011: 36,
111). As the Mubarak regime continued with the co-optation of the women’s
agenda under a more conservative political climate and an unfavorable judiciary

® A national machinery on gender equality, the CREDIF, was created in the early 1990s.
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and parliament for equality, some of the former gains of women were withdrawn
through changes to the Personal Status Law and the cancellation of reserved
seats in the parliament in 1987 (Hatem, 1996: 185-186).

With the Islamist movements opposing the existing regime on the terrain of
women’s rights along with others, women’s rights activists was caught in the
dilemma of challenging existing patriarchal restrictions and opposing the
Islamist agendas simultaneously. Many women’s groups including women’s
sections of political parties found it more convenient to direct their efforts to
‘protecting the legacy of the state-led modernization project’ (Pratt 143). Another
legacy of state-feminism which integrated women’s agenda into nationalist-
developmentalist discourses was the failure on the part of women to arrive at a
consensus over their priorities. Moderate ones focused on women'’s rights in the
public sphere by refraining from directly confronting patriarchy upheld by the
state. Still, the new women’s organizations in Egypt, Morocco and Tunusia
emerged in the 1980s with radical agendas, thereby making themselves targets of
social hostility and marginalization (Hatemi 190; Pratt, 144).” Meanwhile,
Morocco’s conservative Family Law was replaced with a more liberal family law
in 2004 despite opposition from Islamic groups. The new law constrained
polygamy and raised the legal age for marriage. Moroccan feminist activists
often framed their demands on the basis of egalitarian interpretations of Islam
(Moghadam, 2013:235; Sadiqi, 2010:40).

The growing popularity of Islamic feminism and what some scholars call
‘hybrid feminism’ in the 1990s could be understood as a quest by educated urban
Arab women to deal with the dilemma of engaging with the state over women’s
rights especially in the context of rising Islamic threat. From Iran to the Middle
Eastern countries including Turkey, a new generation of feminist women built
their argument to challenge mainstream masculinist positions by referring to the
sacred texts to ‘engage with modernity’ (Badran, 2009: 222). Islamic feminism
has produced critical discourses of equality and social justice for women based
on Quranic mandates (Abdullatif, 2013: 16). Many women’s rights advocates in
the Arab world struggled to improve women’s position in both public and private
spheres within the confines of their faith. Islamic feminists like Zaynap Ghazali
(1917- 2005) believed that Western feminism’s premises were alien to the reality
of the Muslim women and that Islam provided women rights within the context
of the family (Graham-Brown, 1996:8).

Since the 1960s, Arab women’s educational and employment opportunities
increased especially in the expanding public sectors under structural dynamics

" For example, the AWSA founder Nawal El Sadawi raised sexual violence against women and
female genital mutilation as public issues in Egypt. The NWRC was also a pioneer organization
which challenged male violence against women in the public spaces (Patt, 144).
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stemming from globalization processes and the social policies of the populist-
authoritarian governments. However, growing dependence of women on the
state under ushered the rise of ‘neopatriarchy’. The rise of Islamic fundamentalist
movements and social conservatism constituted a bulwark against translating the
improved educational and employment status of women into empowerment
(Hahghighat-Sordellini 2010: 108). In the 1990s, international norms of women’s
human rights were exported to some of the MENA countries leading to the
creation of national machineries for gender equality and to the proliferation of
NGOs funded by donors tied to these official organs. However, the institutional
framework of neo-patrimonial authoritarianism produced further dependency for
these organizations under state patronage (Mayer, 1995: 104-132; Kandiyoti,
2012).

3. TRANSITIONAL DYNAMICS AND ACTORS: TUNUSIA, EGYPT,
MOROCCO AND LIBYA IN COMPARATIVE PERSPECTIVE

The transition literature held that the nature of the transition (its modes,
actors and dynamics) constituted a crucial factor shaping the direction of the
subsequent democratization processes. Karl (1990,13), for example, stated that
transitions proceeding through negotiations (and pacts) among the pro-
democratic actors and the sectors of the old elite produced restricted
democracies in which some interests of the powerful actors would continue to
enjoy protection at the expense of the others. As put forward in the preceding
sections, the propensity of democratic transitions to engender gender-friendly
outcomes was closely related to the nature of the transition processes in terms of
the dominant themes of democratization, the ideology of the leading actors, their
negotiations and the emergent institutional framework of the new polity.

It can be contended that a form of electoralism in the sense of associating
the onset of the competitive electoral process with democratization by the elites
and the masses has been a marked fault line of the post-Arab spring transitions.
Nevertheless, as Landolt and Kubiceck (2014: 985) emphasized, with respect to
the transitions in the MENA, the ousting of the old regime made it possible for
many political players to enter the arena but not all of them have turned out to
be ‘committed democrats’. Although the Islamists have not been the central
actors in the uprisings, they became the ‘key beneficiaries’ of the revolutionary
processes (Pace and Cavatorta,2012:134). Their commitment to democracy was
the most dubious from the very beginning. Despite their initial cooperation in the
overthrow of the dictatorships, secular and Islamic actors were likely to diverge
over priorities and strategies to bring about democracy between and among
themselves.
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Comparative analyses of the recent Arab transitions tend to take the
Tunusian case as a relative success story in terms of realizing a full transition
from a liberalized autocracy into an electoral democracy with the greatest
prospects of deepening the democratization process. In contrast, the Egyptian
transition was beset by many difficulties and ultimately was suspended by a
military intervention under popular pressure. The Moroccan transition remained
as a limited political opening in the context of a constitutional monarchy. The
violent case of the Libya’s regime change has turned out to be a protracted
transition in view of the existing challenges of institution-building.

In Tunusia, the protest movement turned into fully-fledged effective
societal opposition which provided a sense of unity for the immediate objective
of the demonstrators--i.e., ousting of the President and drafting a new
constitution. After 1980, the major trade union movement the Union generale des
Travailleurs Tunusiens (UGTT), human rights organizations and individual
journalists and lawyers could escape from the full control of the regime.
Tunusia’s constitutional tradition functioned as an effective check against
arbitrariness and provided for a degree of accountability and allowed limited
political pluralism so long as it did not challenge the hegemony of the RCD, the
single party of the regime.® The apolitical nature of the Tunusian army also
facilitated the transition, since under the Bin Ali regime, it was marginalized to
prevent it from constituting a challenge to the regime. The RCD'’s closure by the
court was a milestone in the Tunusian transition (Joffe, 2011: 514, 519). During
the constitutional assembly work following the October 2011 elections parties
came into disagreement over the constitutional structures and the role of Islam in
the system. The debates survived well into the June 2013 elections when the
Islamist Ennahda emerged as the central actor to the fear of the seculars and the
women’s groups’. However, the party leaders focused on convincing the secular
forces of its commitment to democracy by opposing the adoption of Shari’a and
by displaying a pragmatic platform (Landolt and Kubicek: 993).

The most significant aspect of the Tunusian transition was the
institutionalization of consensual politics which culminated in the adoption of
‘the Constitution of the Second Republic’ with 92 per cent of the valid votes cast
in favor of it in the referendum. The constitution was the work of a high
Commission for political reform which included both legal experts and
representatives from political parties reflecting the existing balance of forces
during the transition. Hence, the inclusionary nature of this process provided
credibility to the transition. The final text emerged as a result of a compromise

8 Rassemblement Culturell et Democratique.
? Following the National Constituent Assembly elections, the Ennahda which won 40 per cent of
the seats, entered into a coalition with the two secular parties.
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among parties and it introduced a semi-presidential system based on a dual
chamber parliament which distributed power and increased the number of veto
players in the system (Landolt and Kubicek 973). Besides the consensual drive of
the transition dynamics in Tunusia which would foster the inclusion of societal
demands, other factors such as the state’s traditional secular orientation,
women’s significant labor force participation rates, female parliamentary
repesentation which ran higher than the global average, the existance of a
relatively liberal family law, and strong network of feminist organizations and
policy institutions prevented the resurgence of a patriarchal backlash on
women’s rights.

In the case of Egypt, the partial success of the transition stemmed from the
fact that despite the strong upsurge against the regime, the actors in the popular
mobilization lacked the capacity to make their agendas accepted by the army by
those social groups in coalition with the army. Previously, after the middle-class
dominated Kefeya protest movement against the abuse of power by Mubarak,
temporary steps to upgrade authoritarianism led to the growing popularity of the
Muslim Brotherhood (MB) as the country’s most potent Islamist forces amidst
prevailing electoral irregularities and growing voter apathy. Following the spread
of the mass protests from Tahrir to other cities, the military refused to intervene
and to crack down the protestors. The common denominator of the opposition
groups which united them was the toppling of the President, and yet there was
no other unifying vision, political understandings and visible leadership. In the
Egyptian case, it was the army not a civilian force which sacrificed the President,
and it did so with a rather defensive objective to maintain the essentials of the
regime by restructuring the state. After the SCAF took power as the transitional
authority until the new elections, the MB emerged as the best-organized political
actor in the country. While the Brotherhood favored a quick transition in the
hope of dominating politics, other established parties and the young secular and
liberal activists who were involved in the uprisings leading to Mubarak’s fall
supported a gradual transition. Meanwhile, figures from to the former NDP
(National Democracy Party) and other actors connected with the old regime
were determined to protect their privileged positions (Brynen et. al, 2012:24-25).
As a result, during the SCAF rule there were no substantial institutional reforms
(Lampridi-Kemou and Azaola, 2013:146).

In the subsequent elections for the Egyptian parliament which would
appoint a the Constituent Assembly to draft the new constitution the newly
formed Freedom and the Justice Party (FJP), the electoral arm of the MB and
the fundamentalist a/ Nour Party together--- won 70 per cent of the new
parliament. The lack of consensus among the military, parties and the courts
survived into the presidential elections as result of which the FJP candidate
Mohammed Morsi won a narrow majority. The chaotic process of transition
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until the popular election of the President in 2012 was reflected in the alienation
of many Egyptians from the political process."” The new Constitution had a
liberal sprit albeit with considerable room for the Islamic norms retaining the
Shari’a as the ‘principle source of legislation’ and retained the military autonomy
in the system, ‘at the cost of growing unpopularity’. It prescribed a semi-
presidential system which strengthened the parliamentary power to dismiss the
government (Landolt and Kubicek, 999-1002). Ultimately, President Morsi’s
alienation of the secular and liberal sectors and his unpopular measures of
political control together with the declining MB popularity largely due to
lingering economic problems prepared the ground for the military intervention.
The coup further divided the Egyptian public, boosted political apathy and
deepened transitional uncertainties.

In contrast to the Tunusian case, then, the Egyptian the transition
following Mubarak’s departure was marked by the failure of the pro-democracy
coalition of the secular and Islamist regime opponents. In Tunusia, the new
parties formed after Ben Ali’s departure possessed a pro-democratic agenda, and
elections were conducted freely. All actors worked together ‘remove the vestiges
of the old regime’ (Landlot and Kubicek, 2014: 995, Pickard, 2014, 260).
Moreover, Tunusian civil society was committed to liberalization, and the media
was no longer state-controlled.

In Morocco, just as the majority of the mass public including the protestors
were not motivated by the incentive for the removal of the monarchy, the King
closed the doors for an eventual democratization encompassing genuinely free
elections and an accountable system. Previous political liberalizations of the
1990s were merely cosmetic changes to marginalize radical elements, reflecting
the pragmatic motives of the monarchy. In Morocco, the reformist response of
the King Mohammed VI and the absence of serious erosion in the mass support
for the regime meant that the 20 February Movement resulted in the preservation
of the ‘essential prerogatives of the existing power-structures intact’ (Joffe, 511).
The new Constitution reiterated the country’s commitment to human rights,
gender equality and the prohibition of torture. After the November 2011
elections, the Islamists and the secular block shared the parliamentary seats with
the Justice and Development Party JDP winning the largest share of
representation (107 out of 395 seats). The moderate nature of the JDP platform
included both a commitment to social reform and an attachment to core Islamic
values (Haynes, 2013:184). The Constitution introduced significant liberalizing
changes including strengthening the powers of the legislature, bolstering the
autonomy of the judiciary from the executive and allowing for the selection of

' In Egypt, the turnout rate for the parlimentary and presidential elections was in the range of
40-50 per cent; the referendum turnout for the new Constitution was 33 per cent.
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the prime minister from the party having the highest number of parliamentary
seats. However, the King retained the power to veto governmental decisions and
to authority to dismiss the government (Brynen et. al: 2012:35).

In Libya, the monopolistic nature of the Quaddafi dictatorship and
structural factors had promoted the endemic weakness of the civil society and
institutions. The collapse of the dictatorial regime resulted in a civil war. The
rebel forces (National Transitory Council-NTC) who took control of the country
lacked the organizational strength to build effective state structures. The Civil
War further polarized the society. The interim government established on
November 2011 was beset by poor administrative capacity prevailing tribal,
regional and ideological conflicts also led to localized violence. A constituent
Assembly was formed to write the new Libyan Constitution, and national
elections were held in July 2012 for the 200-member National Congress to
appoint a new cabinet. (Brynen et al, 29-30).

During the Arab regime transitions, the position and the strategies of the
new and traditional Islamist actors became crucial for the orientation and the
fate of the transition process."' The transition process demonstrated that the
major Islamist actors shifted their priorities and moderated their discourses (Al-
Annani, 2012). In Tunusia, secular worries centered on the pragmatically-
oriented Ennahda’s heterogeneous composition. Increased public visibility of the
Islamists (veiled women and bearded men) heightened societal tensions. In both
the Tunusian and the Egyptian case, the major question was the extent of the
democratic commitment of the Islamic political actors. In Egypt, the Morsi- led
Islamist administration lacked the background and experience of ‘developing
political accords with competitor and rivals’ (Haynes, 2013: 179). The more
liberal Islamic parties and the pragmatic MB were confronted by the Salafi hard-
liners. The MB’s willingness to cooperate was further constrained by the political
and economic challenges of governance.

The peaceful Tunusian and Egyptian transitions and the violent Libyan
transition were characterized by higher uncertainties as opposed to the
Moroccan case in which the transition remained as limited liberalization under
the control of the monarchy. However, Tunusia has displayed more progress
toward democratic institutionalization under relatively more favorable
conditions for the women’s rights. In contrast, the Egyptian transition
characterized by a politicized judiciary and a divided secular and Islamic front
deepening polarization under a system of expanded presidential powers has not
augured well for the emergence of a women-friendly political milieu during and
after the regime change.

' In Egypt since the fall of Mubarak, fifteen Islamic parties (both official and unofficial) were
founded. (Al-Anani, 2012: 468)
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4. WOMEN’S POSITION AND GENDER EQUALITY DURING AND
AFTER THE TRANSITIONS: PROBLEMS, FACTS AND PROSPECTS

As previously explained, in the MENA cases covered in this essay,
women’s activism and the assertion of feminist demands and concerns through
the streets protests, social media activism and organizational struggles were very
important to voice their demands and to protest their oppression during the
regime changes. Subsequently, women’s groups and organizations focused both
on preserving their existing legal status and on pushing for the expansion of their
rights and public participation, which created significant repercussions in their
respective polities.

Women’s Continued Activism and the Emergent Gender Agendas

To start with, in Morocco, the 20 February Movement led to a dynamic
agreement between the regime and the opposition. The agenda for political
reforms was determined by the Monarchy rather than the social and political
forces (Volpi, 2013: 977). Although Morocco had withdrawn all of its
reservations from CEDAW in 2008, there were still legal provisions which were
not compatible with the international norms of gender equality. Prior to the
transition, there was significant progress in women’s rights through the
amendments to the Family law, to the Penal Code, Labor Law and the
Nationality Law. Following the pro-democracy movement, in the second half of
2011, the new constitutional amendments endorsed by a referendum affirmed
the country’s commitment to human rights and gender equality (Ennaji, 2011:
215).

As in the other MENA cases, women’s groups in Morocco effectively
utilized the internet facilities and social media networks during 2011 and 2012
for mobilizing women to demand gender equality reforms. In May 2011, a high-
profile meeting was organized in Rabat to discuss women’s roles during
democratic transitions which was also attended by the government
representatives. Reflecting women’s strong presence in the civil society, five out
of eighteen members of the Consultative Commission for the Constitutional
Reform were women. During the process of drafting the new Constitution, the
Springtime of Dignity Coalition issued a memorandum calling for the insertion
of international norms of gender equality stemming from the CEDAW into the
new Constitution and demanded the institutionalization of affirmative action
policies for women. During this process, social policy amendments extended
health coverage to lower income sectors (Moghadam, 2013:235).

In the immediate post-Mubarak era during the Egyptian transition, the
Egyptian Center for Women’s Rights (ECWR) criticized the exclusion of women
from the transitional political organs. It demanded more women in the judiciary,
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in municipal administrations and as provincial governors through press releases
and petitions to official bodies. The ECWR also closely monitored
discriminatory practices and sexual assaults on women during and after the
transition (Moghadam: 234). Although there were many qualified female judges
in Egypt, no female judges were invited to the committee working on
moderating the controversial articles to the Constitutional draft (Abdullatif:19).
The issue of criminalizing sexual violence and harassment was an ongoing issue
raised by women during the transition and especially under the Islamic-led
government. As a result, a positive amendment to the Penal Code criminalizing
rape and sexual harassment was passed in July 2014 during the interim
government on the eve of the General Sisi’s inauguration (Middle East Institute,
2014).”

In Tunusia, the UGTT and other feminist organizations were significant
actors of the civil society in 2011. Women were also present in the Haute Instance
pour la Realisation des Objectifs de la Revolution, de la Reforme Politique et de la
Transition Democratigue which had a female vice -president. Following the
Islamist Ennahda’s electoral victory in the elections of October 2011, feminists
were on alert and they demanded inclusion in the new political bodies and
insisted on the preservation of the existing family law. Tunusian women
protested those initiatives or debates suggestive of any potential retreat from the
existing legal and institutional system. A case in point was their protests of an
attempted change by the Constituent Assembly to replace the word ‘equality’
with ‘complementarity’ in the draft of the new constitution (Moghadam: 231).
Secular women and feminists also organized a conference at the University of
Tunis to discuss the women’s movement’s fate after the transition. Their major
concern was the protection of the liberal 1957 Personal Status Code promulgated
under Bourguiba which prohibited polygamy and one-sided repudiation by men
and which allowed abortion. The Ennahda leaders declared that there would not
be any setbacks in women’s established rights (Aliriza, 2011). It supported the
method of women’s nominations in alternating order in the lists, and it
nominated one unveiled women in the parliamentary elections.

Following the general elections of 2011 the new government in Tunusia
sent an official notification to the UN with regard to its withdrawal of the
existing reservations to the CEDAW implemented through a decree law by the
transitional government on October 24, 2011 (Human Rights Watch, 2014). This
meant that the discriminatory provisions in the personal status codes of the
country would be amended to realize women’s equality within the family with
the husband especially with regard to taking decisions about children. The future

2 However, the amendments were found insufficient by the feminists and women activists who
also drew attention to the problem of effectively implementing the law.
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of the necessary gender reforms and equality policies to materialize equality
guaranteed by the new Constitution of January 2014 has come to depend largely
on the coalition -building process in the political system. The fact that the
Constitutional Court has become a critical institution ‘to play a central role in
ensuring the balance of power and the rule of law’ (Pickard:262) has turned the
Court into a major institutional resource for domestic human rights and
women’s rights activists, women politicians and for political parties to advance
their demands.

Finally, in the post-Quaddafi Libya, women found themselves under a
more vulnerable position, compared to women in the other cases, under
prevailing security challenges, uncertainties regarding the institutional
infrastructure of the new polity, and insufficient provision of basic services to the
impoverished masses. Quaddafi’s state feminism had formerly monopolized
gender policies in a patrimonial structure led by the female members of the
dictator’s family behind a facade of radical egalitarian policies. The rise of
Islamic social conservatism was a major challenge faced by the Libyan women.
The Islamic jurisprudence, Quaddafi’s political Project and local customs
together constituted the patriarchal foundations of the Family laws which
allowed polygamy under strictly constrained conditions. Only a minority of
women in the cities with access to education were the beneficiaries of these
policies. Libyan civil society was weakened substantially under the political
repression. Women, however, played critical roles during the uprisings through
informal networks leading to the fall of the dictatorship. They were also active
during the civil war. After the war, women'’s rights were turned into public issues
raised by male contenders for power; however, women found themselves
excluded from the highest levels of decision-making and from the transitional
authority. The National Transitional Council Chairman (NTC) Mustafa Abdul
Jalil declared in his speech celebrating Libya’s ‘liberation’ on 23 October 2011
that the basis of the legal system would be Shari’a and that restrictions on
polygamy would be removed. During the transition, women activists attempted
at autonomous organizing to generate an agenda of gender issues. In November
2011, an international women’s rights conference was held, organized by the
Voice of the Libyan Movement, and it came up with recommendations to the
NTC on gender equality reforms to be undertaken in the new regime (Spellman-
Poots,2011).

Women’s Quest for Equal Representation in Politics

In the Arab transitions, women’s political representation and the question
of parity in electoral recruitment were subject to intense debates during the
constitutional and electoral law reform processes. Tunusia’s new Constitution
introduced strong protection for women’s rights by giving the state the
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responsibility to ensure gender parity in elected assemblies. The new electoral
law introduced the parity principle which stipulated that half of the candidate
shortlists must be women and that the order of male and female candidates must
alternate. It made it mandatory that each list should contain at least one
candidate below the age of thirty (Brynen. et. al, 164). However, with more than
a hundred parties running in the elections women’s electoral chances largely
dependent on their ranks in the shortlists. Only one group of party alliances, the
Democratic Modernist Pole promised to put women at the head of half list lists
(The Economist, 2011). As a consequence, in the election of 2011, a total of 49
women could enter the 217-seat Constituent Assembly rendering the ratio for
women’s representation 24 percent. 42 of these women entered the parliament
from the list of the Islamic Ennahda.

In Egypt, although the new law lowered the voting age to from 30 to 25,
the SCAF abolished the women’s quota which was introduced in 2009 under the
sponsorship of First Lady Suzanne Mubarak, allocating 64 seats out of 518 in the
People’s Assembly to women. The new also law banned international monitors.
The electoral system was subject to disagreements which led to revisions under
pressure from political parties and youth groups. The SCAF intervened to amend
the final version of the law with concessions to the Muslim Brotherhood while
limiting the electoral chances of the liberal, leftist and the Revolutionary Youth
coalition (Brynen, et al. 2012: 165). In the November elections, in which 70
percent of the MPs were elected from the party lists and the law mandated the
presence of at least one female candidate, but only applicable for constituencies
with more than four candidates. Hence, women ended up with a parliamentary
presence of 2 percent of the seats in stark contrast to the 12 per cent in the
previous parliament (The Middle East Institute, 2013). Four out of nine women
MPs were elected from the list of the (Freedom and Justice Party) FJP. In
contrast, the Islamist (Salafi) Nour Party placed women aspirants at the very
bottom of the party tickets. The post-revolutionary Egyptian government was
also significant for the marginal existence of women with only two ministers (as
the Minister of Social Affairs and the Minister of Scientific Research)
(Sholkamy, 2012).

In Morocco, prior to the new parliamentary elections of November 2011
held following the constitutional referendum the election system was amended to
make more room for the hitherto underrepresented sectors including women and
young men. Accordingly, two-thirds of the 90 seats to be elected from the
national seats (besides the constituency lists) were reserved for women (Haynes:
184). As a result, women’s parliamentary representation rose from 11 per cent to
19. This was thanks to a significant increase in the women’s quota (originally
introduced in 2002) from 30 seats to 60, a remarkable progress given the political
marginalization of women in the country (Darhaour, 2013). However, women’s
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cabinet presence decreased from eight to one under the Islamic Justice and
Development Party-led government (Ennaji, 2013).

In the post-war Libya, women came out publicly with demands for greater
presence in the new polity. Two women were appointed in the NTC, which then
selected two women for the transitional cabinet. However, the stigma attached to
politically active women during the Quadafi era was not easy to come over.
Political parties were heavily dominated by men. The first version of the new
electoral law introduced 10 per cent parliamentary quota for women. However,
Libyan women activists who formed the Libyan Women’s Platform for Peace
(WPP) objected the threshold in the electoral law draft. The WPP and other civil
society groups demanded a 40 per cent quota in the new parliament while other
women activists demanded parity in representation. The final draft of the law
introduced a zipper system of quotas for the seats reserved for party nominations
(a total of 80 seats). Six-hundred and forty-seven women ran in the July 2012
parliamentary elections and thirty-two women were elected. Women’s
experiences in the elections indicated that the hurdles to be passed in the male-
dominated Libyan political system was huge; yet the electoral competition
clearly demonstrated that male politicians came to understand the appeal of the
women'’s votes (Doherty, 2013).

The Islamist Uncertainties and the Danger of a Backlash?

It can be contended that attending to women’s rights issues and the
promotion of women in the new regime have become the soft-belly of the
Islamist actors since their pro-democratic orientation would be tested on their
stances on the gender agenda. The moderate Islamists in Tunusia and Morocco
have displayed progressive and respectful stances on individual freedoms and
women’s rights. The Ennahda leaders in Tunusia opposed to any negative
changes to the existing personal status laws. Party leader Ghannouchi publicly
declared that his party was supporting gender equality in education, politics and
work. However, the Salafi parties were supporting the institution of the veil for
women in the universities. The promotion of women in politics by the Islamists
led to concerns on the part of secular women who were already disturbed by the
incidents in which women were forced to wear hijab in schools. The
assassination of the secular Tunusian opposition leader during the transition was
also an alarming event for the secular groups since Belaid was a defender of
women'’s rights. In Morocco, in January 2013 the Islamist dominated parliament
adopted a decree which lowered the minimum age for girls from 18 to 16. This
measure was protested by the feminists as a major setback in women’s right
(Ennaji, 2013). In Egypt, Islamic forces displayed ambivalence to women’s rights
and minority rights. While the Muslim Brotherhood was publicly supporting
gender equality in education, employment, healthcare, etc., one of its members
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and the FJP rejected the right of women to stand for the presidency in the
elections (Al- Annani, 2012: 471).

Another particularity of the MENA transitions regarding gender equality
policies has been the rise of a backlash in the realm of the institutionalized
women’s rights policies through discrediting the policies undertaken by the
outgoing regimes. These polices came to be associated with the corrupt elite rule
in the populist discourses of the forces which claim to dismantle authoritarian
legacies. In Tunusia and Egypt, first ladies Leila Trabelsi and Suzanne Mubarak
continued the tradition of appropriating women'’s rights issues by the regime;
they launched and sponsored semiofficial equality bodies; such as the Union
Nationale de la Femme Tunusienne. Ms. Mubarak had supported the quota laws
and laws banning female genital mutilation and allowing women to become
judges. In the —post- Mubarak era, the SCAF repealed the quota laws without
much resistance. In fact, the women appointed through this system were seen as
‘stooges’ of Mr. Mubarak. (The Economist, 2011) The new policies were then
portrayed as restoring gender relations to ‘their authentically national or Islamic
sanctioned forms’. Even some feminist groups, especially the Islamists, criticized
the quota system on the grounds that women should be elected on ground of
merits, not through the quota system. This perspective resonates well in a
country like Egypt in which the issue of women’s rights has had strong
connotations of a Western imposition. Another important constraining legacy of
the authoritarian state’s-cooptation of the women’s rights agenda was the
weakening the national machineries for gender equality. In the aftermath of the
revolutions, these institutions were rendered too ineffective to push forward a
new agenda and endorse the existing laws. For example, the Union Nationale in
Tunusia was in disarray after the First lady was gone. Obviously, this situation
further contributed to the weakening of women’s rights activism (Kandiyoti,
2012).

5. CONCLUSION

Arab women have been at the forefront of the popular uprisings expressing
deep-seated socio-economic discontented and political resentment directed
against repressive and corrupt rulers. By taking a historical perspective, this
comparative analysis looked at the gender dynamics in the recent Arab
transitions by underlining the impediments preventing women from turning into
agents in the gender equality agenda of the post- transition democratization
processes. The nature and the consequences of Arab women’s transitional
activism, 1.e. their roles, demands and their continued subordination
demonstrated that periods of political upheavals fought in the name of equality
and democracy have been heavily colored by gendered dynamics which
compromised women’s roles during democratization and perpetuated their
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subordination in the patriarchal system. In particular, the Arab transitions
brought about a re-assertion of patriarchal controls over women, as in the case of
the sexual violence and repression against women directed by men across the
political spectrum, as women defied the conventional gender norms and
trespassed the public-private divide.

The MENA transitions involved revolutions in Egypt, Libya and Tunusia
and partial transformation Morocco with different, yet comparable outcomes in
terms of progress in democratization after the ousting (or reforming) of
authoritarian rulers. In almost all of the cases however, transitional certainties
have not been completely eroded largely due to the precariousness of the unity
and consensus among the politically relevant actors. Most importantly, despite
the fact that the recent Arab regime transitions have been characterized by the
entry of new religious and secular actors including tribes, clans, women and
youth movements into the political scene, traditional ones such as the army,
clergy and trade unions as well as the Islamists continued to enjoy sufficient
weight to shape regime changes and democratization dynamics. The major
Islamic parties in Egypt, Morocco Tunusia and Libya which emerged as the
major beneficiaries of the political openings have moderated their discourses and
embraced pragmatism during the transition. The implications for women and
women’s rights of this changing state of affairs on the Islamic front-- the
ambiguities regarding their democratic commitment notwithstanding—depends
on the institutional arrangements for power sharing, the divisions among the
Islamists themselves as well as on the leverage of the existing women’s groups
vis a vis any re-assertion of a conservative agenda.

Overall, the Arab transitions have not produced a distinct progressive
gender agenda; on the contrary, women’s political representation has
experienced a visible set-back. Women’s public presence has continued to be
controlled under patriarchal premises. This situation could be partly attributed to
the intensity of competition among male contenders for power and also to the
decreasing centrality of the civil society actors, since they were eclipsed and
overshadowed by political institutions, parties and other conventional
institutions and processes.

The case of Tunusia with a near-completed of the transition and strong
institutionalization of women’s rights and that of Morocco with the lesser
transitional uncertainties have emerged as a relatively more favorable modes of
transitions for gender equality compared to those of Egypt and Libya. Even in
these cases, the real hurdle seems to be the problems of implementing
progressive legal reforms and the operation of the consensual mechanisms in the
new constitutions. This however, largely depends on whether democratization
would come to denote something more than the institutionalization of a
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competitive electoral process. In the recent transitions in the MENA countries,
the lack of genuine progress in women’s human rights so far and the
precariousness of their previous gains have demonstrated that women have once
again been overshadowed both as agents and the objects of democratization.
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ABSTRACT

The efforts to scientize history starting from the 19th
century focused on the events and the performers, and
imposed narrative history as a “scientific” approach until
1920s. The Annales School - established in 1929 — rejected the
aforementioned efforts to scientize history and accepted a
problem-based analysis as opposed to an event-based
approach. It emphasized the necessity of an analysis of the era
and the conditions surrounding the historical actor in order to
understand the actor’s practices. Therefore, it highlighted the
urgency of an interdisciplinary work. Political History, which
is regarded as the earliest discipline of International
Relations, formerly centered upon events and characters, and
was confined to practices of statesmen. Thanks to the
emergence of the Annales School, it enriched both its subject
matter and methodology. It was influenced by the Annales
School’s holistic approach. However, the enrichment has
been limited to the Western civilization and analyses of the
Ottomans in Turkish Political Historiography. This resulted
in limitation of Annales’ holistic understanding of history to
only a certain geographical/ culturalregion.

! Bu makale, 16-18 Haziran 2010 tarihlerinde Erzurum’da diizenlenen 1. Uluslararas: Tarih
Egitimi Sempozyumu'nda yazar tarafindan sunulan “Annales Okulu'nun Siyasi Tarih
Disiplinine Etkileri” baglikli, yayimlanmamis bildirinin gozden gegirilmis ve genisletilmis
halidir.
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19. yiizyilldan itibaren ortaya ¢ikan tarihi
bilimsellestirme c¢abalari, olaylara ve bu olaylan
gerceklestiren kisilere odaklanmis, 1920’lere kadar anlatisal
tarih anlayisini “bilimsel” olarak dayatmisti. 1929 yilinda
kurulan Annales Okulu, kendinden oOnceki bu tarihi
bilimsellestirme cabalarima karsi ¢ikarak, olay odakli anlati
tarihine karsi sorun odakli tarih anlayisini benimsemis, bir
tarihsel aktoriin eylemlerini anlayabilmek icin yasadig:
donem ve kosullar1 da incelemenin, dolayisiyla
disiplinleraras1  ¢alismanin  gerekliligini  vurgulamisti.
Uluslararas1 iligkiler alanindaki ilk disiplin olarak kabul
edilen, olay ve kisileri merkeze alan Siyasi Tarih disiplini,
biitiinciil tarih anlayisin1 savunan bu okulun etkisinden
kendisini  yalitamadi.  Onceleri devlet adamlarinin
eylemleriyle sinirl1 bir konuya sahipken, Annales Okulu’nun
etkisiyle gerek konusunu gerek yontemini giderek
zenginlestirdi. Ancak bu zenginlesme, Tiirkiye’deki Siyasi
Tarih yaziminda daha ziyade Bati uygarligi ve Osmanl:
analizleriyle smirli kalarak, Amnnales’in biitiinciill tarih
anlayisinin sadece belli bir cografi/kiiltiirel alana
sikistirilmasi sonucunu verdi.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Annales Okulu, Siyasi Tarih, Tiirkiye,
biitiinciil tarih anlayis1, uzun siire.

GiRi$

Tarihi bilimsellestirme girisimleri igerisinde 6nemli bir yere sahip olan
Annales Okulu'nun Tiurkiye'de tarihgilie ve tarih yazimina etkisine iligkin
olarak literatirde az sayida da olsa ¢alisma mevcuttur. Ancak doénemi
sinirlandirilmis olan bu calismalar,” tarih bilimi ve genel tarih yazimi agisindan
soz konusu etkiyi incelemisler, Uluslararasi iliskiler alaninin ilk disiplini olarak
kabul edilen Siyasi Tarih’in yazimina iliskin herhangi bir tespit icermemislerdir.
Calismanin amaci, bu boslugu doldurarak, Tirkiye’de sadece tarihgiler degil
uluslararas: 1iliskiler alanindaki akademisyenler ac¢isindan da Annales’in

2 Bkz. (Sénmez, 2010). (Ayan, 2011).
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Onemini, disipline getirdigi katkiyr ve etki diizeyini saptayabilmektir. Bu
baglamda ilk olarak ayni zamanda Siyasi Tarih disiplininin olusumuna da yol
acan, tarthin 19. yuzyildan bu yana yasadigi bilimsellesme seriiveninden
bahsedilecek, bu seriivende Annales Okulu'na giden siire¢ incelenecektir.
Annales’in kendinden Onceki tarih anlayislarindan farkini ortaya ¢ikartabilmek
agisindan gergeklestirilen bu incelemenin ardindan, s6z konusu okulun tarih
yazimina getirdigi yenilikler ve bu yeniliklerin Siyasi Tarih’in gelisimine etkisi
tzerinde durulacak, en son bolimde ise bu yenilikler ve etki Tirkiye 6rnegi
uzerinden tartisilacaktir.

Ancak ilk olarak makalede siklikla tekrarlanacak olan Siyasi Tarih’ten
neyin kastedildigini ag¢iklamak gerekir. Kabaca devletlerarasindaki iligkilerin
tarihi olarak tanimlanan Siyasi Tarih, Tirkiye’de Bati’daki “Uluslararas: iligkiler
Tarihi” yerine ve hem diplomasi tarihini (diplomatic history) hem de siyasal tarihi
(political  history) kapsayacak bicimde kullanilmaktadir. Yani devletlerin
birbirleriyle olan iligkilerini inceleyen diplomasi tarihi ile devletlerin olusumu ve
i¢ siyasalarini inceleyen siyasal tarih bir arada Siyasi Tarih olarak anilmaktadir
(Tellal, 2006: 75-76). Yurdusev’e gore Siyasi Tarih, siyasi siireglerin olusturdugu
biitiin vakalar1 ve bu stireglere katilan biitiin aktorleri kapsar. En genis anlamiyla
bir yonetim/hiitkmetme tarihidir. Modern dénemde devlet toplumsal yasami
tamamen kapladigindan, modern Siyasi Tarih devlet merkezli olmustur
(Yurdusev, 2006: 93). Devlet merkezli Siyasi Tarih’in ortaya ¢ikisi, 19. ylizyilda
gerceklestirilen tarihi bilimsellestirme ¢abalarina denk dismekte, bu g¢abalari
asma gayretindeki Annales Okulu ile s6z konusu disiplin yeni bir asamaya
geemektedir.

1. SiYASi TARIHIN ORTAYA CIKISI: KLASIK HiSTORISIZM

Antik¢agda mitoloji ile 6zdeslestirilen tarih, ilk defa Heredot ile birlikte
olgusal bir nitelik kazanmaya baglamisti. Heredot, “istoria” sdzctigliinli insan
topluluklarinin basindan gegenleri kaydetme yoluyla edinilen bilgi yani tanik
olunan ve haber alinan seylerin anlatilmasi anlaminda kullanmisti. Bdylece
“istoria”, insani-toplumsal olaylar1 aktarma ve kaydetme yoluyla edinilen bilgi
anlamini ilk kez kazanmis bulunuyordu (Ozlem, 2004: 22). Bunun sonucunda
Eski Yunan’dan itibaren gergcekte yasanmis olan, mitolojiden ayrilmaya basladi
(Firat, 2006: 9). Ardindan Tukidides ile birlikte tarih sadece bir aktarma ve
kaydetme isi olarak degil, ayn1 zamanda ge¢miste kalan insani ve toplumsal
olaylar1 degerlendirme ve yorumlama etkinligi olarak da anlasimaya baslandi
(Ozlem, 2004: 22). Ancak bu zamandan 19. yiizyila kadar tarih, bireysel ve
rastlantisal olaylarin anlatimi olarak edebiyatin bir alt dali olarak goriilmeye
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devam etti. Nitekim Ortacag’da isa’nin yeryiiziinde goriiniisiinden Eskaton®a
kadar siirecek olan ve Tanri'min belirledigi bir tarihsel zaman anlayisi
gelistirilirken, historia kavrami1 Antik¢ag'in konumladigr anlamda edebi bir tiir
olarak ele almmaya devam etti (Ozlem, 2004: 35). Bu donemde pek ¢ok tarihgi
islevini, diinyada tanrinin amaglarin1 ortaya koyusunun kaydedilmesi olarak
gorirken, “Aydmlanma Yizyi1” olarak adlandirilan 18. yiizyilin tarihgileri, bu
tarz tarihsel agiklamanin yerine insani giigclere dayanan agiklama bi¢imini
koydular; ama hala yaptiklari isin ahlaki bir agiklama oldugunu diisiiniiyorlardi
(Evans, 1999: 23). Tarih yaziciliginin amaci, insanlara ge¢misi anlatarak ahlaksal
dersler ¢ikarmalarini saglamaya ¢alismakti (Firat, 2006: 10). Alinacak nihai ders,
kuskusuz her biri Aydinlanma akilcilarinin lanetledigi seyler olan hurafe,
fanatiklik ve dinsel inancin, eger kokleri kazinmazsa biliylk tahribatlar
yapabilecek tehlikeli giicler olduguydu (Evans, 1999: 23).

19. yiizyilda tarih artik edebiyatin bir dali olmaktan ¢ikarak, bilim olma
yoluna girmisti. Bu dénemde doga bilimlerinde saglanan ilerleme, tarihin doga
bilimlerini 6rnek alarak sanattan bilime dogru yonelmesine yol agmist1 (Hartog,
2000: 228). Tarihgiler, profesyonellesmis bilimlerde goriilen, yontem bilimsel
olarak denetlenebilen arastirmanin nesnel bilgiyi mimkin kildigina yo6nelik
tyimserligi genel olarak paylagsmaktaydilar. Diger bilim insanlar1 gibi, onlara gore
de gercek, bilginin nesnel bir gerceklikle Ortiismesinden olusuyordu; tarihg¢i icin
bu nesnel gergeklik, gecmisin “fiillen ortaya ¢iktigr sekilde” kurulmasi anlamina
geliyordu (Iggers, 2003: 2). Tarihin amaci, kimi soyut felsefi doktrin ya da
ilkelere Ornek teskil etmek olarak degil, icinde bulunulan zamanin devlet ve
toplum gibi kurumlarinin gercekten anlasilabilmesi ve degerlendirilebilmesi i¢in,
gecmisin ortaya ¢ikarilmasi olarak goriliiyordu. Bu yon degisikliginde onciliik,
Alman tarih¢i Leopold von Ranke tarafindan yapildi (Evans, 1999: 24). Ranke
1830’larda tarihten ahlak dersleri ¢ikartan anlayisa karsi itirazinda, tarih¢inin
O0devinin yalnizca “Nasilsa 0yle gostermek” (Wie es eigentlich gewesen) oldugunu
soylediginde, bu 6zdeyis sasirtict bir basar1 saglamisti (Carr, 2004: 11). Tarihi
profesyonel olarak egitim gormis tarihgiler tarafindan icra edilen pozitif bir
bilime doniistirmeyi amaglayan Ranke’nin kati kurallara bagh bilimsellik
anlayisi, deger yargilarindan kesinlikle kaginmay1 6ngoriiyordu. Tarihgi “gecmisi
yargilamaktan” sakinmak ve kendisini “seylerin gercekten nasil oldugunu
gostermekle” sinirlamak zorundayd: (Iggers, 2003: 25-26). Bilen 6zne/tarihgi ile
bilinecek nesne/tarihsel olgu arasinda hig¢bir karsilikli bagimliligin olmadigini
ileri stiren Ranke, tarih¢inin toplumsal kosullarindan siyrilarak tarihsel olgulara
tarafsiz bakabilecegini varsaymaktayd: (Firat, 2006: 11). Giniin Olgitleriyle
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degerlendirilemeyecek ge¢mis, kendi kosullar i¢inde gorilmeliydi (Evans, 1999:
25).

Ranke’ye gore, “res gestae” yani ge¢miste yasanan gercekligin butiini
anlaminda tarih, objektif olarak kendi basma vardir ve bunun bilgisine
ulasilabilir. Bu dogrultuda tarih¢inin gorevi giivenilirligi kesin belgelere dayali
yeterli sayida olguyu ortaya ¢ikarmaktir (Firat, 2006: 11-12). Tarih¢i bunu
yaparken, sozli kaynaklardan ¢ok yazili kaynaklara, ikincil kaynaklardan ¢ok
birincil kaynaklara dayanmali, ayrica ele aldig1 tiim kaynaklar1 elestirel bir
incelemeye tabi tutmalidir (Tosh, 1997: 32, 57-58). Bilimsel aragtirmanin elestirel
yontemle yakindan baglantili oldugunu ileri slren Ranke, kaynaklarin
degerlendirilmesinde filologlarca gelistirilen yOntemlerin 6nemli oldugunu
savunmus, tarihgilerin filolojik elestiri yontemlerini konusunda egitim almalarini
zorunlu bir 6n kosul olarak gormigstir (Iggers, 2003: 25). Boylece Ranke’nin
Onctligiindeki metodolojik tarih anlayisi, tarihginin isini belgeleri siralamakla,
dis ve i¢ elestiriye tabi tutmakla ve olgulari genel gerceve igine yerlestirmekle
smirlandirtyordu. Tarihin edebiyattan koparak bilim haline gelmesinin tek yolu
buydu. Ustelik olgular objektif olarak ortaya konuldugunda, bunlar arasindaki
benzerlikler, ayn1 nedenlerin ayni sonuglara yol agacagini gosteren diizenlilikler
yani tarihin akisini gosteren yasalar da kendilig§inden ortaya ¢ikacakt: (Firat
2006: 12). Olgu fetisizmine yol actig1 ileri sliriilen bu anlayis, devlet isleri,
hizipler ve savaslar gibi geleneksel olarak zaten agirlik verilen konular1 iyice 6n
plana ¢ikardi (Tosh 1997: 75). Yazili belgelere dayanilmasi ve bu belgelerin daha
¢ok devlet arsivlerinde bulunmasi sonucunda ortaya ¢ikan tarih, dogal olarak
siyasi, diplomatik ve askeri olaylara agirlik veren Siyasi Tarih oldu (Firat 2006:
12). Anlatiya dayali, olay yonelimli ve devlet merkezli 19. yuzyilin tarih
yaziminda, bireyler ve o6zellikle “biliyiik adamlar” 6n plana ¢ikarilmist: (Iggers
2003: 3).

Ranke’nin 19. yilizyilda formiile ettigi “kanitlanmis olgularin ardarda
dizilmesi” esasma dayali, giivenilir kaynak olarak devlet arsivlerini kabul eden,
tarithi bir diplomasi tarihi olarak algilayan ve “bliyiik adamlar”in yaptiklarina
indirgeyen bu anlayis, Klasik Historisizm olarak da adlandiriimaktadir (Beratls,
2006: 4). Klasik Historisizm, Onerdigi profesyonellesme ve bilimsel
uygulamalara paralel olarak, sasirtict bir bicimde tarih yaziminin giderek artan
diizeyde 1ideolojilestirilmesine yol ag¢mistir. Tarihgiler arsivlere, kendi
milliyet¢iliklerini ve sinifsal kanilarini destekleyecek kanitlar bulmak amaciyla
girmisler (Iggers, 2003: 28-29), oOzellikle ulusal birligini kurma yolundaki
Almanya’da ve 1871°de ulusal gururu zedelenmis olan Fransa’da ulusu yiicelten
tarth yazimina yol agmuslardir. Doga bilimlerindekinin tersine tarihteki
bilimsellesme ulus-devlet ile smirli kalmig, milliyet¢ilik ¢cagina denk gelen bu
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donemde tarihgiler yaptiklari arastirmalarini vatana bir bor¢ ve hizmet olarak
algilamiglardir (Iggers, 2005: 471). Eric Hobsbawm’in belirttigi lizere tarih,
milliyetci, etnik ya da fundemantalist ideolojilerin hammaddesidir ve 19. ylzyil,
tarihin yeni uluslarin imal edilmesi siirecine malzeme islevi gérmesine zemin
hazirlamistir (Sonmez, 2010 a: 30). Dolayisiyla tarih Siyasi Tarih’e dontistigi
gibi, ortaya ¢ikan Siyasi Tarih, ulus-devletin ideolojik altyapisini kurma ve ulus
kimligini per¢inleme gorevini tistlenmistir (Firat, 2006: 13).

Sonugta, 19. yiizyllda tarihi bilimsellestirme ¢abalar1 Siyasi Tarih
disiplininin yani nesnesi devlet olan bir tarih yaziminin ortaya ¢ikmasiyla
sonu¢lanmigtir. Ulus-devletlerin egemen oldugu siyasal sistem, tiim tarihi Siyasi
Tarih’ten ibaretmis gibi goren anlayigin gelismesini kolaylastirmistir (Firat, 2006:
13). Bu donemde tarihgiler yalnizca siyasi igerikli ve devlet arsivlerinden ¢ikma
yazili kaynaklara odaklanarak dar bir tarih yazimima yol agmislardir (Burke,
1992: 4). Ranke ve cagdaslari, devleti tarihsel degisimin baslica araci olarak
gormiisler, insanin kaderinin devletlerarasinda degisen glic dengesi tarafindan
belirlendigini ileri siirmisler, bundan dolay1 da siyasal olana odaklanarak, devlet
kurma misyonuna katkida bulunmadigi gerekgesiyle toplumsal tarihi
marjinallestirmislerdir (Sénmez, 2010 a: 30-31). Ornegin “ispanyol ve Osmanli
imparatorluklarinin Tarihi” adli eserinde Ranke, her iki imparatorlugu sadece
siyasi belgelere dayanarak incelemis, Ozellikle Venedik sefirlerinin siyasi
raporlarindan genis Ol¢iide faydalanmistir. Oysa ki 20. yiizyila gelindiginde
donemin buyik tarih¢ilerinden Fernand Braudel, aym1 konuyu ¢ok daha
derinlemesine bir bicimde cografik, ekonomik, sosyal ve siyasal yOnlerini de ele
alarak inceleyecektir (Trevor-Roper, 1972: 475).

2. KLASK HISTORISIZME iLK ELESTIRILER: iDEALISTLER

Ranke’nin getirdigi yeni tarih anlayisinin, iddia edildigi gibi tarihsel
isleyisin yasalarini ortaya ¢ikarmasi s6z konusu olmadi. Sadece yazili belgelerle
tim ge¢misin oldugu gibi betimlenmesinin saglanamayacagi kisa siirede anlasildi
(Firat, 2006: 13). Ustelik her tiirlii olgunun bulunamayacag: konusunda bir
anlayis birligi olusmustu (Evans, 1999: 29). Bunun sonucunda tarihte olgularin
basi cektigi ve Ozerkligi teorisine karsi ilk miicadele cagrisi, 1880 ve 1890’larda
Almanya’da Dilthey’den, italya’da Croce’dan ve ardindan da ingiltere’de
Collingwood’dan geldi (Carr, 2004: 24-25). Tarihselci ya da idealist olarak
tanimlanan bu tarihgiler, tarihin doga bilimlerinden farkli bir bilim oldugunu ileri
sirerek, kendine 6zgli yontemlere sahip olmasi gerektigini ileri siirdiiler. Onlara
gore tarihte yasa bulmak ve bunlar1 deneye tabi tutmak mimkiin degildi; tarihin
nesnesi olan olgu biricikti ve kendi basina anlam tasiyip incelemeye degerdi.

92



annales okulu’nun siyasi tarih
disiplinine etkileri: tiirkiye

Tarihg¢i yasalar ve genellemelere ulagsma hedefinde degil, tekil ve 6zel olgularla
ilgilenme kararliliginda olmaliydi (Firat, 2006: 13).

Bu idealist tarihg¢ilerden 6zellikle Collingwood, tarihin amacmin tarihsel
yasalart ortaya ¢ikarmak ya da insan varolusunun yapisini veya planini
kesfetmek degil, sadece ge¢misi ortaya c¢ikarmak ve anlamak oldugunu ileri
sirmistir (Aysevener, 2001: 17). Ona gore tarih ancak tarih¢i araciligryla ve
tarih¢inin zihninde yeniden canlandirmaya ugrayarak bugiine tasmabilir. Tarih¢i
baska herhangi bir yere varabilmek i¢in dncelikle kaynaklar1 yaratanlarin zihinsel
diinyalarina erismek zorundadir (Tosh, 1997: 130). Biitiin tarih aslinda aklin
tarihidir. insanlarin zihninde olan seylerin tarihidir (Jenkins, 1997: 55-56).
Tarihgi i¢in 6nemli olan da, eylemlerden ¢ok eylemleri gerceklestiren insanlarin
hangi dustince ile bu eylemleri yaptiklaridir (Firat, 2006: s. 14).

Collingwood’a gore doga durumundan farkli olarak tarihsel alanda
olaylarin i¢ (eylemler) ve dis yanlart (disiinceler) arasinda ayrim
yapilabilmektedir. Tarih¢i salt olayla, yani olaymn dis boyutuyla degil, olaymn
hem i¢ hem de dis yanlariyla ilgilenmelidir (Collingwood, 1996: 256) ki aslinda
tarih¢i ile doga bilimci arasindaki temel fark da budur. Cinkd tarih¢i igin
kesfedilecek sey, doga bilimcinin aksine salt olay degil, onda dile getirilen
disincedir. O dislinceyi kesfetmek, olaymm nedenini ortaya c¢ikararak
anlasilmasini saglar. Bu demek oluyor ki, tarih¢inin aradigir sey, distince
stirecleridir (Collingwood 1996: 257). Tarihgi bu diisiince siireglerini kesfederken
canlandirdigi donemin kavramlari, degerleri ve ilkelerini kullanmak zorundadir.
Eger kendi doneminin deger yargilarindan armnip tarihte eyleyen aktoriin
diisinceleri ile kendi dustincelerini 06zdeslestirebilirse geg¢misin bilgisine
ulasabilir (Firat 2006: 14).

Gorildiagu tzere, Rankeci tarih anlayisini elestiren idealist tarihgiler,
tarihsel olgular kadar bu olgular gergeklestiren kisilerin diisiincelerine de 6nem
vermigler, tarih¢inin bu disiinceleri yeniden canlandirabilmesinin ge¢misin
bilgisine ulagsmada kilit 6nem tasidigini vurgulamiglardir. Ancak bu dénemde
tarihsel olgu bireyin eylemi olarak anlasilinca, Siyasi Tarih dogal olarak tarih
yaziminin merkezinde kalmaya devam etmistir (Firat, 2006: 14). Tarih hala
“pliyiik adamlar’in eylemleri ile sinirli olarak gorilmiis, degisen tek sey bu
“pbliylik adamlar”in disiincelerini ortaya ¢ikarma ¢abasi olmustur.

3. ANNALES OKULU VE BUTUNCUL TARIH ANLAYISI

20. yuzyil tarih yaziminda en buyik etkiyi Marksistler ile Annales
Okulu'nun etrafinda kiimelenmis olan tarihgiler olusturdu (Iggers, 2005: 471).
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Ranke’ye alternatif bir tarih paradigmasi dneren Marx, tarihsel degisimin temel
nedenlerini toplumsal ve ekonomik yapilar igerisindeki gerilimlerde aramak
gerektigini ileri siiriiyordu (Burke, 2002: 31). Tarihi “buyiik adamlar”’in degil,
toplumsal siniflar arasindaki savagimin yaptigini ileri siiren Marx’a gore, tarihin
gizleri “biiylik adamlar”in yasam oykilerinde ya da savas hikayelerinde degil,
toplumsal ilerlemeyi saglayan iiretim gii¢leri arasindaki miicadelede aranmaliydi
(Beratli, 2006: 4). Tarihin egemen faktorii olarak iktisadi iretimi ve iligkileri
gosteren Marx, olaylardan ziyade yapilara odaklanmasi ve tarihi “uzun siire”
(longue duree) i¢inde ele alarak toplumsal modeller kurmasi nedeniyle Annales
tarihcilerine 6rnek teskil etmisti (Yapici, 2005/2006: 197).

Marx’in yani sira sosyoloji disiplinin kurucular: arasinda yer alan August
Comte, Herbert Spencer ve Emile Durkheim gibi isimler de olaylara odaklanan
tarih anlayisina kars1 yapilar1 6n plana ¢ikaran goriigleri ile Annales Okulu’na bir
anlamda Onciliik etmislerdi (Burke, 1992: 10). Bilimin konusunu birey degil,
toplumsal gruplar; yiizeysel olaylarin izlenmesi degil “biitiinsel toplum olgusu”
olarak goren bu toplumbilimciler, anlati-tarihten ekonomik ve toplumsal tarihe
gegisin itici giiciinii olusturmuslard:r (Hartog, 2000: 229). Ozellikle Durkheim,
tikel olaylar1 belli bir ulusun gergek tarihinden ziyade goriiniisiinii, “yiizeysel
tezahtrlerini” yansittig1 gerekgesiyle 6nemsiz bulmaktayd: (Burke, 2002: 33). 20.
yluzyilin baglarinda Durkheim’in takipgisi Frangois Simiand’in “tarihgiler
kabilesinin putlar1 olarak niteledigi siyaset, birey ve kronoloji putlarina” savas
acan tarzi, Annales tarihgileri Gizerinde etki birakmist1 (Burke, 2002: 35).

Tarihin igerik olarak sosyal temelli olmasi gerektigi seklindeki anlayis,
Ozellikle 20. ytizyin ilk yarisinda Avrupa’da tarth yazimi ve 6gretiminde etkili
olan Fransiz Annales Okulu ile birlikte daha genis bir anlam kazandi (Simsek,
2008: 9-10). 20. yizyilin basina gelindiginde Bati Avrupa ve ABD’nin kokli bir
sosyal dontisimden gegiyor olmalari ve o zamana kadarki haliyle tarihgiligin bu
doniisimi agiklamakta yetersiz kalmasi, sosyal tarihgiligin baslangicina zemin
olusturdu (Sénmez, 2010 a: 43). Bu donemde yasanan krizler 6zellikle de 1.
Diinya Savasi, 19. ylzyilin bilimsel iyimserligine biiyiik bir darbe indirirken,
ilerlemenin yasalarinin  dogrulugu kanitlanmis olgularin  toplanmasiyla
kesfedilebilecegine iliskin tarih anlayisi siddetli elestirilere maruz kaldi. insan
toplumlarinin ilerleme siirecinin genel egilimlerinin saptanabilmesi i¢in, belli ve
tekil olaylara dayali betimleyici anlatinin yetersiz oldugu ileri siiriildi. Tarih,
gecmisi, ancak 6nceden mevcut olan agiklayici bir cergeveye yerlestirerek ortaya
¢cikarabilirdi (Firat, 2006: 14-15). Ozetle 1. Diinya Savas: basta olmak iizere 20.
yiuzyilda patlak veren krizler, ilerlemenin olaylara dayanilarak agiklanmasini
zorlastirmis, hala popiileritesini koruyan ilerleme siirecinin daha uzun bir
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tarihsel zaman dilimi icerisinde ve yapisal olarak incelenmesi gerekliligini ortaya
cikarmist1.

Kaynagi 19. yiizyila dayanan® ama 20. yiizyilin krizleri ile giiclenen bu yeni
tarth anlayisi, 1929 yilinda Lucien Febvre ve Marc Bloch 6nderliginde kurulan
ve Fernand Braudel ile en parlak donemini yasayan Annales Okulu tarafindan
temsil edildi. Annales Okulu’nun basta Marx olmak tizere etkisi altinda kaldigi
19. yiizyilin 6nemli isimlerinden belirgin farklar1 vardi. Her ne kadar s6z konusu
isimler i1le Annales tarihgileri, insan eylemlerini genis Olcekte degerlendirme ve
tim tarihi tek bir ag¢iklama modeli ile ele alma noktasinda birlesmislerse de
(Schweizer ve Schumann, 2008: 163), tarihsel zaman konusunda birbirlerinden
ayrilmislardi. Annales’e esin kaynagi olusturan tim isimler, tarihi ge¢misten
gelecege dogru ilerleyen, tek boyutlu bir zaman olarak ele alirken, Annales
tarithgileri zamanin goreceliginin ve ¢ok katmanliliginin altin1 ¢izerek, bu
kavrayisi kokten degistirmislerdi (Iggers, 2003: 51). Ayrica kimi c¢evrelerce
Marksizm ile 6zdes bir tarih anlayisi oldugu ileri siirilen Annales Okulu,
Marksizm’in aksine tarihi ileriye dogru giden diyalektik bir siire¢ olarak ele
almaktan kag¢inmaktaydi (Iggers, 2005: 473). Annales’in etkili temsilcilerinden
Braudel, Marksizmi, iktisadi tretim ve iligkileri, tarihin egemen faktori olarak
gosterdigi igcin elestirmekte, tarihin tek bir egemen faktorle agiklanmasinin
mimkin olmadigmni ileri siirmekteydi. Ona gore, tarih yalmizca ne wrklar
miicadelesi, ne giiclii ekonomik ritmler, ne siirekli toplumsal gerilimler, ne de
teknigin egemenligi ile agiklanabilirdi (Braudel, 1992: 31). Marksizmin Annales
tizerinde sinirl1 bir etkiye sahip oldugu, sinif ¢atismasinin Annales tarihg¢ilerinden
sadece Emmanuel Le Roy Ladurie tarafindan Les paysans de Languedoc adli
eserinde ele alinmis olmasindan da anlasilabilmekteydi (Iggers, 2005: 473).

Kisaca Annales Dergisi olarak bilinen Annales d’histoire economique et sociale
adli dergi, Febvre ve Bloch tarafindan 1929 Ocak’inda ekonomik ve toplumsal
tarth alanlarinda distinsel onderlik yapma iddiasiyla yayimlanmaya basladi.
Ekonominin, sosyolojinin ve Ozellikle cografya ile istatistigin yOntemlerini
gecmisin arastirllmasina uygulama hedefindeki dergi (Evans 1999: 45),
editorlerinin tarih konusunda disiplinleraras1 yaklagimi savunan gorislerini
yaymaya c¢alistyordu (Burke 2002: 50). Nitekim derginin 1929’daki ilk yazi
kurulunda modern ve eski ¢ag tarihgilerinin yani sira bir cografyaci (Albert
Demangeon), bir sosyolog (Maurice Halbwachs), bir ekonomist (Charles Rist) ve
bir siyaset bilimcinin (Andre Siegfried) yer almasi, Annales Okulu'nun ancak
disiplinlerarasi ¢alismalarla ge¢misteki insan yasaminin bilgisine ulasilabilecegi

4 20. yiizyilda gelisen toplumsal tarihciligin onciilii olarak 19. yiizyilda egemen tarih anlayisina
getirilen elestiriler ve alternatifler hakkinda ayrintili bilgi i¢in bkz. (S6nmez, 2010 a: 36-44).
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konusundaki yaklasimini yansitmaktaydi (Firat 2006: 16; Ayan 2011: 78). Dergi
etrafinda toplanan bilim adamlarinin olusturdugu Annales Okulu, ileri stirdigi
biitiinctl tarih anlayist ile tarihsel degisime etki eden tim unsurlarin hesaba
katilmasi, bunun i¢in de ge¢misi ve bugilinii anlama ugrasindaki tarihg¢inin
toplum bilimlerinin timiinden yararlanmas: gereklili§ini savunmaktaydi
(Braudel 1992: 8). insanin bilgisine ulagsmak i¢in toplum bilimleri arasindaki
yapay engellerin ortadan kaldirilmasini zorunlu géren okul, tarih ile sosyal bilim
disiplinlerini  kapsamli  bir “beseri  bilimler” ig¢inde Dbitiinlestirmeyi
hedeflemekteydi (Iggers 2005: 473).

Annales Okulu'nun savundugu tarih anlayis1 ¢ temel noktaya
dayanmaktaydi. Bunlardan ilki, olaylardan olusan geleneksel tarih anlatisinin
yerine sorun odakli analitik bir tarih yaklasgiminin benimsenmis olmasiydi.
ikincisi, siyasete odaklanan tarih anlayisinin yerine insanin tiim etkinliklerini ele
alan bir tarih yaklasimmmn tercih edilmesiydi. Uciinciisii ise, ilk iki noktanin
gergeklestirilebilmesi i¢in diger disiplinlerle isbirligine ve diger disiplinlerin veri
ve sonuglarini dikkate almaya 6nem verilmesiydi (Acar, 2008: 4; Ayan, 2011:
78). Annales’in kurucularindan Bloch’a gore, tarih¢i bir sorunla yola ¢ikmali,
gesitli disiplinlerin yardimiyla gozlem yapmali, karsilastirma yoOntemiyle
varsayimlarini smamali ve Ongoriide bulunmaliydi. Tarih ancak bu sekilde
bilimsel hale gelebilirdi (Firat, 2006: 16).

Annales’in 6nerdigi sorun odakli tarih anlayisi, tarih¢inin yaptigi ¢alisma
ile i¢inde bulundugu c¢agin sorularina cevap verme ugrasi igcinde olmasini
gerektirdi (Tohaneanu 2000: 175). Tarihi ge¢misin bilimi degil, zaman igindeki
insanin bilimi olarak tanimlayan Bloch’a gore, ge¢misteki insani inceleyen
tarih¢i, geemisi ancak simdi ile anlayabilirdi (Bloch 1985: 28). Simdiki
zamandan yola ¢ikarak ge¢misi sorgulayan tarihgi, i¢inde bulundugu dénemin
sorunlarindan esinlenerek arastirmasina baglamaliydi. Bu baglamda bugiini
gozlemek ve kavramak, dogru soruyla ise baglamanin ilk kosuluydu (Firat 2006:
17).

Sorunsal tarih olarak adlandirdan bu tarih anlayisinin konusu, olay ve
zamani konu edinen anlatisal tarihten farkli olarak, dénemler ve olay kiimeleri
tarafindan belirlenen sorundu. Buna bagli olarak anlatisal tarihin inceleme
nesnesi biricik olay iken, sorunsal tarihin inceleme nesnesi tarihsel yapilar,
kavramlar ve biiyiik olaylardi. Ustiinde ¢alisilan zaman da artik olayin zamani
degil, dongtleri, konjonktiirleri, yapilart ve buhranlar belirleyen toplumsal bir
zamandi (Hartog 2000: 229-230). Ayrica olaylari inceleyen anlatisal tarihte
nedensellig§in bu olaylarin i¢inde bulundugu ve mantik-sezgi yoluyla
cikarilabilecegi kanist egemen iken, sorunsal tarih niceliksel yOntemler ve
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karsilastirma yoluyla nedensellik baginin kurulabilecegini savundu (Firat 2006:
17).

Annales¢i tarih yazimina en 6nemli katki, zamanda gorecelik yaklasimi
ortaya atan Braudel’den geldi. Braudel’e gore tarihsel degisimlerin hizlar farkli
olmakta ve farkli hizlara sahip ¢ gesit tarihsel zaman dilimi bulunmaktadir.
Bunlardan ilki, cografi diger bir tabir ile jeolojik zamandir. Cografi zaman
icindeki tarih, akmakta ve degismekte ¢ok yavas, israrli geri dontislerden ve
stirekli olarak yenilenen devrelerden meydana gelen tarihtir (Braudel 1992: 21).
Bunun tlizerinde toplumsal tarih bulunmaktadir ki; bu tarih bir 6nceki tarihe gore
daha hizli ama yine de yavas hareket eden, ekonomik sistemleri, devletleri,
toplumlar1 ve uygarliklar1 konu edinen tarihtir. En yukarida ise kisa streli,
geleneksel tarih yazimina konu olmus siyasi olaylarin ve bireylerin tarihi yer
almaktadir (Andrea 1991: 605). Kisa siireli ya da bireysel tarih i¢in “olay tarih”,
orta siireli ya da toplumsal tarih i¢in “konjonktiir”, uzun sireli jeo-tarih iginse
bazen “yap1” ama genel olarak “uzun siire” (longue duree) terimlerini kullanan
Braudel (Yapict 2005: 187), tarihin sadece olaylarin yer aldig1 kisa siireli zamana
odaklanmak yerine cografi ve kiltiirel yapilarin i¢inde olustugu uzun sireli
zamani gozetmesi gerekliligine vurgu yapmuis, uzun siire ile ylizeysel olarak ifade
ettigi olay-tarihin gerisinde yatan nedenleri ortaya ¢ikarmay:r amaglamistir
(Yapic1 2005: 199).

4. ANNALES OKULU’NUN SiYASi TARIH DiSIPLININE ETKIiLERI

Annales Okulu'nun tarth yazimina egemen oldugu 20. yuzyilin ilk
yarisinda, 19. yilizyilda altin ¢agini yasayan Siyasi Tarih ikincillesti. Siyasal
tarthten toplumsal tarihe gec¢isin yasandigi bu donemde olaylar ve kisileri
merkeze alan Siyasi Tarih’e kars1 artik “olaylar tozdur” anlayis1 hakimdi (Firat,
2006: 18; Sonmez, 2010 a: 23-24). Ustelik Annales ile birlikte ulus-devleti asan
bolgesel ve kiiresel tarih yazimi, devleti merkeze alan Siyasi Tarih’t gézden
dusirdi. Yalnizca Febvre’in Franche-Comte iizerine yazdigi kitabinda degil,
1960’larda agirlikli olarak niifus-bilim verilerine dayanan bir dizi arastirmada da,
bolgelerin tarihi tizerine odaklanildi. Braudel’in Akdeniz ¢alismast gerek
Hiristiyan, gerek Misliiman bitiin bir Akdeniz diinyasini ele ald1 (Iggers, 2003:
57-58). Ayni tarih¢inin son yapiti olan “Fransa’nin Kimligi”, Fransa’y1 bir devlet
olarak degil de bolgelerin ¢ogulculugu agisindan ele alarak anlatisal Siyasi
Tarih’e uygun olmayan bir ¢izgi izledi (Iggers, 2005: 475). Nitekim bu eserde
Fransa, Paris’teki merkezden degil, 06zgil kimlikleri ylzyilar boyunca
degismeksizin kalmis bolgelerin ¢ogulculugu acgisindan tanimlandi. Burada
vurgu, degisim tizerine degil, longue duree, yani bir koyli kiiltiiri ve zihniyetinin
20. yuzyila degin kaliciligini korumas: izerineydi (Iggers, 2003: 58). Ulus-
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devletten uzaklasma, Bati’daki yeni kiltiir tarihinde ve mikro tarihgilikte daha
da belirgin bir hal ald1 (Iggers, 2005: 475).

Siyasi Tarih’in popiilaritesinde yasanan diisis, sayisal verilerle de
kanitlandi. Annales Dergisi’nin 6nde gelen rakiplerinden Revue Historique’de
kurulus tarihi olan 1876’dan 1972’ye kadar yayimlanan makaleler
incelendiginde biyografik ¢alismalarda % 90, Siyasi Tarih ¢alismalarinda % 30
oraninda bir dusiis gozlendi. Bu siiregte aymi dergideki ekonomik tarih
calismalarinda dort, toplumsal tarih ¢alismalarinda ise iki kati bir artis
yasanmaktaydi. 1972 itibariyle Siyasi Tarih hala alandaki dstiinliigiinii devam
ettirirken, onu takip eden tarih dallar1 artik biyografik ve dini tarih degil,
ekonomik ve toplumsal tarih idi (Hunt, 1986: 212-213).

Annales Okulu’'nun Siyasi Tarih’i yipratict bu yaklasimlarina ragmen, bazi
tarihgiler yaptiklar1 ¢alismalarla olay odakli Siyasi Tarih disiplininin varlifini
korumaya c¢alistilar. Hatta 1980’lerde fikirler, kilttirel yap1 ve bireysel isteklerin
tarihi sekillendirmede en az ekonomik ve demografik belirleyicilik kadar 6nemli
oldugu, askeri ve siyasi giciin toplumsal yapiyi, zenginligin dagilimmi ve
tarimsal sistemi etkiledigi iddia edilerek, anlati tarihinin yeniden yikselise
gectigi tartisildt  (Stone, 1979: 85; Leuchtenburg, 1986: 588-593). Bu
tartismalarda vurgu, Annales Okulu'nun wzun sireye dayali analizlerinin,
endiistri 6ncesi toplumlart agiklamaya elverisli oldugu, savaslarin, devrimlerin
ve diplomasinin hakim hale geldigi modern donemi agiklamada etkili
olamayacag1 yoniindeydi (Wesseling, 1978: 191; Leuchtenburg, 1986: 591-592).
Ancak, Siyasi Tarih Annales Okulu'nun etkisinden kendisini tam anlamiyla
yalitamadi. Eskiden devlet adamlarinin eylemleriyle sinirli bir konuya sahip olan
Siyasi Tarih, Annales Okulu’'nun etkisiyle hem adin1 degistirmek hem de
konusunu c¢esitlendirmek durumunda kaldi. Pierre Renouvin’in Onculigiinde
1955’ten 1970’e kadar yaymlanan kitaplar serisinin adi Diplomatik Tarih degil,
Uluslararas: Iliskiler Tarihi idi. Dolayistyla Siyasi Tarih disiplini artik yalnizca
devletlerarasindaki siyasi olaylar1 ele almakla yetinmiyor, devletlerarasindaki
ekonomik, kiltiirel vb. iliskilere de yer veriyordu. Ayrica devletlerarasindaki
olaylarin nedenleri incelenirken bireylerin eylemlerinin nedenlerinden ¢ok daha
derin gii¢lerin etkilerinin ele alinmast gerekiyordu (Firat, 2006: 19). “Siyasal”in
sadece devlet diizeyinde degil toplumsal diizeyde de giiciin kullanimina iliskin
bir kavram olarak ele alinmaya baslandigr 1980’lerde, Yeni Siyasi Tarih’in
toplumsal giigleri ve degerleri gozeten bir ¢alisma sahasi olusturmasi, Siyasi
Tarih’in toplumsal tarihin bir alt dali olarak degerlendirilmesine kadar vardi
(Leuchtenburg, 1986: 589).

Giderek Uluslararas: iliskiler Tarihine doniisen Siyasi Tarih’te, toplum
bilimlerinin genelinde yasanan siirece paralel olarak disiplinlerarasi ¢alismalarin
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sayisinda artis goriildi. BM, NATO, IMF ve AB basta olmak tizere uluslararasi
ve ulusiistii orgiitler gibi devlet disindaki birimlerin yani sira uluslararasi gog,
mal ve sermaye akimlari, din, 1k, kiltiir ve cinsiyet gibi konular da Siyasi
Tarih’in ilgi alanina tasindi (Tellal, 2006: 79-80). Ne var ki, kiiresellesmenin
ulus-devleti ortadan kaldiramamasi, tam tersine devletin jeopolitik anlamda
egemenligin tek sahibi olmay: siirdirmesi, devlet merkezli tarih yaziminin
devam edecegini gosterdi. Ancak artik devletin salt siyasal degil, her tiirlii eylemi
Siyasi Tarih’in konusu iginde yer alacakt: (Firat, 2006: 21). Ustelik Siyasi Tarih,
yontem acgisindan da zenginlesti. Siyasi Tarih¢i yalniz arsiv belgelerinden
yararlanarak devletleraras: iliskileri inceleyebilecegi gibi, merkezine tek bir
devleti alarak izlenen dis politikanin i¢ politik etkenleri tizerinde yogunlasabilir,
kiltiirel iliskileri odak noktasina alabilir ya da postmodernizmin de etkisiyle
gindemine gelen etnik yapilar, cinsiyetler, c¢evresel etkenler agisindan
varsayimlarini sinayabilirdi (Tellal, 2006: 81-82).

5. TURKIYE'DE TARIiH YAZIMININ GELISIMINDE ANNALES’IN
ETKISI(ZLiGI)

Tarihgiligin Tirkiye serivenine bakildiginda, tarih yaziminin modern
anlamda ortaya ¢ikis siirecinde, 19. yuzyil Avrupasi’nda oldugu gibi
pozitivizmin ve milliyet¢i ideolojinin etkili oldugunu sOylemek miimkiindiir.
Pozitivist diisiince, daha ¢ok ulus insa siirecinin kavramsal s6zligi islevini
gormiis, tarih yazimindan Tirk milli kimligini meydana getiren ve Tirk
kultirinin maddi varolus araglarini olusturan Ogeleri ortaya ¢ikarmasi
beklenmistir (Sonmez, 2010 a: 117-118; Ayan, 2011: 87). Avrupa’daki
tarihgilerin, ulusal kokenlerini bulmak i¢in Ortagag tarihini defalarca
degerlendirmelerine benzer sekilde, Cumhuriyet doneminde halka milli bir suur
vermek, onu tarihi ve Tiirkliik'i ile Oviindiirmek amaciyla IslAm oOncesi
donemlerden baslayarak Tirk tarihine odaklanimis ve arsivlere milli kimlik
olusturma hedefiyle gidilmistir. Ulus-devlet insasinin temel bilesenlerinden biri
olarak tarith yazimi, bu donemde ulus-devlet kimligi ile 6rtiismeyen Osmanli ve
Islam kimligine iliskin hatirlatmalardan sakinirken, kutsallastirimis bir Tiirklitk
kavramiyla beslenen milliyet¢i bir yurttaslik bilincini olusturmayi hedeflemistir
(Akman, 2011: 80, 83-84).

Siyasi-askeri tarihe agirlik veren erken Cumhuriyet doneminin bu tarih
yazimi, 1930’lardan itibaren Avrupa’da yiikselise gecen sosyal tarihgilikten
giderek etkilenmeye baslamistir; ki bu etkilenme kendisini sirasiyla Fuad
Kopriilii (1890-1966), Omer Liitfi Barkan (1903-1979), Mustafa Akdag (1913-
1972) ve Halil Inalcik’in ¢alismalarinda gostermektedir (Sénmez, 2010 a: 131-
132). Ger¢i Tirkiye’deki tarih yazimi tizerinde Annales etkisinin ilk olarak
1950’lerin basinda Omer Liitfi Barkan’mn Braudel’in inlii Akdeniz Diinyas1
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eserini inceleyen bir metin yazmasi ile ortaya ¢iktigini ileri siiren goriisler de
bulunmaktadir (Kayali, 2002: 15). Ancak literatiirde Annales ekoliiniin
Turkiye'ye Fuad Koprili tarafindan getirildigi goriisii agirlik kazanmaktadir.
Ornegin Halil Inalcik’a gore, Tiirk milletinin kiiltiirel kokenlerini arastirma
¢abasinda olan Kopriilii, 1930’dan sonra Febvre’'nin ve Annales’in ¢alismalarina
giderek ilgi gostermis, 1931 yilinda Tirk hukuk ve ekonomi tarihi tzerine
cikardig1 ilk bilimsel dergi Tiirk Hukuk ve Iktisat Tarihi Mecmuas: bu ilginin
kanitin1 olusturmustur (Inalcik, 1978: 70). Halil Berktay ve Zafer Toprak da
Turkiye’deki tarih yazimina Annales etkisinin Kopriili ile basladigi konusunda
Halil Inalcik ile hemfikirdirler.’ ilber Ortayli ise Tiirkiye'ye sosyal tarihgilik
anlayisinin Fuad Koprili ile giris yaptigini kabul etmekle beraber, buna iliskin
siireci 1920’lere, Annales’in kurulusu Oncesine ¢cekmektedir (Ortayli, 2011: 8).°
Boylece Annales Okulu’nun Tiirk tarth yazimina etkisinin 1950’lerde Braudel
kanaliyla Barkan, Akdag ya da inalcik iizerinden degil, heniiz Braudel’in énemli
calismalarinin yayimlanmadigi 1930’lu yillardan itibaren Fuad Koprili ile
basladigi sonucuna varmak mimkiindiir (Sénmez, 2010 a: 140-141).

Parga ile biitliin arasindaki zorunlu iliskiye dikkat ¢eken Kopriild, higbir
milli tarthin genel tarih c¢ergevesi ig¢indeki konumu gormezden gelinerek
incelenemeyecegini ileri siirmiis, Islam 6ncesi ve Islami dénem Tiirk tarihinin bir
biitiin i¢inde ele alinmasi gerekliligini savunmustur (Berktay, 1983: 81-82).
Cumhuriyet déneminin resmi tarih yazimi, Osmanli ve Islim unsurunu Tiirk
tarihi iginde bir tiir tarihsel kaza gibi diisiiniirken, Koéprilii bu unsurlart Tiirk
tarihi i¢inde yiiksek bir mertebede konumlandirmistir (Keskin, 2004: 21). Ancak
Koprili, parga ile biutiin arasindaki baglantiya vurguyu ve karsilastirmali
yontemi Tirk tarihi ile smirli olarak kullandigi gerekgesiyle Ozellikle Berktay
tarafindan elestirilmistir. Berktay’a gore, karsilastirmali yontemi yalmiz Tiirk-
Islam kiiltiir dairesinin icinde yaptig1 kiyaslara uygulayan Képriilii, herhangi bir
Osmanl1 kurumunu tzerinde yiikseldigi diger Ortagcag toplumlariyla ortak maddi
kosullara baglamaktan ziyade, Tirklerin onceki tarihi igindeki benzerlerinden
kesintisiz bir evrim i¢inde tiiretmeye calismustir (Berktay, 1983: 92).”

* Halil Berktay’in Fuad Kopriilii hakkindaki goriisleri icin bkz. (Berktay, 1983). Zafer Toprak’in
Fuad Koprilia hakkindaki gorisleri igin bkz. (Toprak, 1986).

¢ ilber Ortaylr’ya gore Fuad Kopriilii, biitiinciil tarih anlayist ile Annales Okulu’nun kurucularina
ilham kaynagi olan Henri Pirenne’den yogun bicimde etkilenmis, 1920’lerden 1940’lara kadar
universitedeki 6grencilerine Pirenne’nin eserlerini okutmustur. (Ortayli, 2011: 8).

7 Berktay, Osmanlr’da uygulanan timar sisteminin, Kopriilii tarafindan daha o6nceki Tiirk
devletlerinde uygulanan ikta sisteminin zorunlu uzantist olarak gosterildigini ve Bizans etkisinin
gozardi edildigini bu duruma 6rnek olarak gostermistir. (Berktay 1983: 92). Daha genis a¢idan
bakildiginda Kopriilii'niin Osmanlt’y1 Selcuklu mirasmin varisi ve 14. yiizyil Selguklu, ilhanl ve
Memlukler 6rnekleri tizerinden idari miiesseselerini olusturan bir devlet olarak degerlendirdigi
goze carpmaktadir. Ona gore 14. yizyill Osmanli bilirokrasisi tamamen Miisliman ve Turk
unsurlarca tesekkiil edilmekte ve Bizans etkisine kapali bulunmaktadir. Osmanli idari teskilati,
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Kopriili’'niin ¢alismalarina® bakildiginda, Annales ile benzer bicimde sorun
odakli analizlere dayandigini ve bundan dolayr eserlerinin tanimlayic1 degil
aciklayict bir 6zellik tasidigint soylemek miimkiindiir. Bunun yaninda Koprili,
askeri ve siyasi olaylara odaklanan tarihg¢ilik tahayyiliinii sert bir sekilde
elestirerek, tarihsel agiklamalarini disiplinler arasi bir yaklasimla insa etme
gayretinde olmustur. Tarih arastirmalarinda kullanilacak araglarin 6zelligi
baglaminda, arsiv belgelerini fetislestirmeye yonelik tutumun karsisinda yer
almis, tarihgilerin kaynaklarma dogru sorular1 sorabilmesi neticesinde, insana
dair her seyden tarih arastirmalarinda faydalanilabilecegi sonucuna ulasmistir
(Sonmez, 2010 a: 151-152). Sosyal tarih anlayisiyla, uygarlik tarihinin siyaset,
hukuk, din, toplum, ordu, sanat vb. dallarinda Tirkiye’deki ilk 6rneklerini veren
Koprili, tim ¢alismalarini genel Tirk tarihinin biitiin kurumlarini g6z 6niinde
bulundurarak ve mukayeseli bir sekilde yapmis, ele aldig1 her konuyu biitiin
Tirk devletlerindeki tarihi siiregleri gozeterek agiklamistir. Tlrk dini, hukuku,
sosyal hayati, sanati ve edebiyati iizerine yazdigi eserlerinde sosyolojiden
arkeolojiye, antropolojiden psikolojiye, bir¢ok bilim dalindan yararlanmak
suretiyle genel Tirk tarihinin problemlerine ¢6ziimler arayan tarihgi, bu ¢abasi
nedeniyle Tirkiye’de modern tarihin kurucusu olarak degerlendirilmistir
(Tultca, 2006: 319).

Kopriilii'niin ardindan onun dgrencilerinden olan Omer Liitfi Barkan ile
birlikte Annales Okulu'nun Tirkiye’deki tarih yazimina etkisi derinlesmeye
baslamistir. Ozellikle demografi alaninda yaptig1 calismalari ile 6én plana ¢ikan
ve “Tirkiye’de defter ilminin babasi” olarak sifatlandirilan Barkan, Tirk
tarihgiliginde niifus konusunun “savaslarin, saldirilarin, savunmalarin, fetihlerin
ve istilalarin kisacasi siyasal tarihin galibiyet ya da maglubiyet sahnelerinden
daha sosyal bir boyuta sigramasi” gerekliligini ilk defa dile getiren tarihg¢idir
(Kog, 2013: 179-180). 1950’den o6nceki akademik calismalarinda® Osmanli
toprak hukukunun ve tarimsal ekonominin temel sorunlarina odaklanan Barkan,
Osmanli’da kirsal sektdrdeki sosyo-ekonomik yapry1 ayrintili bir sekilde analiz
ederek bu sektdre egemen ¢ifi-hane sisteminin ortaya c¢ikarilmasini saglamistir
(Inalcik, 2009 b: 299). Bu dénemde yaptigi Osmanli biitceleri, imaret ve
vakiflarin muhasebe bilangolar1 ve sancaknamelerle ilgili arastirmalart Osmanlt

finansal yap1 tarzi ve saray gelenekleriyle ilgili olarak yapilan her analiz Osmanli miesseseleri
uzerindeki Bizans etkisini reddeder. (Koyuncu, 2009: 1403-1404).

8 Koprili'niin tarihyazimina getirdigi yenilikler, arastirmacilar tarafindan ozellikle Bizans
Miiesseselerinin Osmanl Miiesseselerine Tesiri ve Osmanli imparatorlugu’nun Kurulusu baslikli eserleri
incelemeye tabi tutularak agiklanmaya galisilmistir.

® Omer Liitfi Barkan’in bu donemde ¢ig1r acan eseri 1943 tarihinde basilan XV. ve XVI. Asirlarda
Osmanlt Imparatorlugu’nda Zirai Ekonominin Hukuki ve Mali Esaslar:, Birinci Cilt: Kanu